AMERICAN WORKERS SPEAK ABOUT SOCIAL SECURITY

TONY WALKER

WEST MIFFLIN, PENNSYLVANIA

412 462-7024

Tony Walker, aged 68, is a retired steelworker who has lived in Pennsylvania his entire life, raising three children there with his wife Ruth. The Walkers depend on their Social Security benefits to make ends meet – it’s about 75 percent of their monthly income.  “If it wasn’t for Social Security, I don’t know what we’d do,” Mr. Walker said. “We’d be in real trouble if they cut our benefits.” He is concerned about the Republican proposals for Social Security.  “I’ve got five grandchildren.  I want to make sure Social Security is there for them,” said Mr. Walker.  “The Republicans have broken a lot of promises lately.  I’d prefer that they keep their hands off Social Security.” 

PETER YACOBELLIS

LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK

516 316 7445
Peter Yacobellis, aged 25, has been steadily employed since leaving Adelphi University last May.  He has worked as a field agent for Reebok, as a camp director for a teen travel camp, and in a series of other short-term jobs.  “I like what I do a lot. But these types of jobs don’t offer pension plans or other retirement benefits, which is a little bit scary,” said Mr. Yacobellis.  “At least I know that through Social Security, I’ll have something put aside for my retirement no matter where I work.”  Mr. Yacobellis is concerned about the Republican plan to cut Social Security benefits, both for himself, and his parents.  His parents have both worked their entire lives – his mother works as a pre-school teacher, and his father works as a truck driver.  “My parents are going to need Social Security when they retire,” Mr. Yacobellis said.  “They’ve paid into Social Security for their entire careers and they earned those benefits.”  

DEBORAH MILLER-GURCHAK

CANNONSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

724 942 3134

Deborah Miller-Gurchak built her dog-training business from the ground up over the past 20 years, and she loves what she does.  “I’m so lucky to have the opportunity to do what I love,” Ms. Miller-Gurchack said.  “But it’s not easy being a small business owner. You don’t have the security of a pension plan or health insurance.  In a lot of ways, you’re out there on your own.”  Ms. Miller-Gurchak, who is still several years away from retirement, is worried about the Republican plan to cut Social Security benefits.  “I paid into Social Security every day I spent working,” she said. “I’m depending on those benefits.  They’re my only chance for a secure retirement. I can’t imagine what I would do to survive if my benefits were cut.”  Ms. Miller-Gurchak is worried that the proposal for private accounts would put her hard earned retirement savings at the mercy of the stock market.  “The stock market goes up, and it goes down,” she said.  “If it’s down when I’m ready to retire, and my account isn’t worth much – I just won’t be able to retire.  I think Congress should be able to come with a better plan than that.”  
[image: image1.jpg]


Office of House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi, January 10, 2005

www.HouseDemocrats.gov / www.DemocraticLeader.house.gov






