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Celebrating 16 Years of Competition


NEWS MEDIA CONTACT:                                                            FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Matt Simmons, Office: (202) 349-9681
   

              Wednesday, April 26, 2006 
 Cell: (202) 277-4890
Math and Science Whiz Kids to Take the Future of Automotive Technology 
Out For a Spin 
Hydrogen Fuel Cell Car from General Motors Available for Test Drive on Saturday, April 29, 2006
· High school students from across the country design and build their own hydrogen-powered model cars
· GM engineers will be on-hand to help with the design process.
WASHINGTON, DC – On Saturday, April 29, 2006, 16 high school student teams from across the nation will compete in the Department of Energy’s annual National Science Bowl® Hydrogen Fuel Cell Model Car Competition at the 4-H Conference Center in Chevy Chase, Maryland.  Based on the construction and speed of their hydrogen car, high school teams participating in the Hydrogen Fuel Cell Model Car Competition have a chance to win cash prizes, up to $1,750, for their school’s science department.

WHO:              16 high school regional Science Bowl Finalist teams from around the country
WHAT: 
       The National Science Bowl®’s Hydrogen Fuel Cell Model Car Challenge, 

       sponsored by DOE and General Motors
WHEN: 
          Saturday April 29, 2006

                         Students finish building their cars, 1:00 – 2:30 PM

             Races begin, 2:45 PM
WHERE:        4-H Conference Center 

 
                       7100 Connecticut Avenue

                        Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Journalists interested in test driving a hydrogen fuel cell car during the event should contact Matt Simmons.
BACKGROUND:
The Hydrogen Car Competition is part of the National Science Bowl® Finals, held April 27 through April 30, in Chevy Chase, MD, and at DOE’s headquarters in Washington, DC, on May 1.  In its 16PthP year, the National Science Bowl® is the nation’s largest science competition of its kind and the only one sponsored by a federal agency.

-MORE-

Students will build their hydrogen cars from everyday household materials, with creative touches such as using compact disks as wheels.  While the speeds at which these models travel may leave some NASCAR or Indy Series fans a bit disappointed, the real excitement is in watching these students envision and create possible next steps in automotive history.

Raj Choudhury, an engineer from the hydrogen car division of General Motors will be available during Saturday’s races with a drivable fuel cell vehicle.  Choudhury will oversee the design and building process, advising students throughout the competition.  
For more information on DOE’s National Science BowlP®P and the Hydrogen Fuel Cell Model Car Challenge visit: HTUhttp://nationalsciencebowl.energy.govUTH.
-DOE-

