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Due to severe budget constraints, the conferees have not in-
cluded the Senate language encouraging the Department to start
a new program developing metal matrix composites.

The conference agreement does not direct a specific reduction
in the number of federal employees at Headquarters.

NUCLEAR ENERGY

The conferees have provided $38,000,000 for the light water re-
actor program, $2,000,000 less than the budget request and the
Senate amount. This is the final Federal contribution to the light
water reactor program. The conferees have not included funding to
demonstrate or study annealment of reactor cores.

The conferees note that there is insufficient funding to support
a viable nuclear engineering and radiation science research pro-
gram. This program is underfunded to the point where the viability
of the nuclear engineering academic departments in the United
States, and the nuclear science capability of the nation, are at risk.
The health and vitality of the academic infrastructure in nuclear
science and engineering in the U.S. depends on an adequately
funded research program. Therefore, the conferees urge the Depart-
ment to include sufficient funding to reinstate the Nuclear Engi-
neering Education Research program in the fiscal year 1998 budget
request.

The conference agreement includes $12,704,000 for the isotope
support program including $5,000,000 to implement the Depart-
ment’s record of decision on the production of molybdenum-99.

ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY AND HEALTH

The Radiation Effects Research Foundation (RERF) is a pri-
vate foundation co-funded by the governments of the United States
and Japan to study the effects of radiation on the survivors of the
Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings. The conferees agree that this
program is a defense-related activity and have included the fiscal
year 1997 funding of $15,000,000 in the environment, safety and
health program under Other Defense Activities.

ENERGY RESEARCH

Biological and environmental research
The conference agreement includes $10,000,000 for the final

phase of the Biomedical Information Communication Center at the
Oregon Health Sciences University. The database resulting from
the project will be used to track the efficacy and effect of medical
treatments, and assist in research efforts associated with the long-
term effects of low-level exposure to potential environmental haz-
ards such as radiation or electromagnetic fields. The conference
agreement also includes $3,000,000 for the Indiana University
School of Medicine. The University is nationally renowned for its
achievements in the field of nuclear medicine. This contribution
will allow the university to expand its efforts in the research and
treatment of cancer, AIDS and other life-threatening diseases.

Within available funds, $1,000,000 is provided to establish a
collaborative Boron Neutron Capture Therapy (BNCT) program uti-
lizing the nuclear radiation capabilities at the McClellan Nuclear
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Radiation Center (MNRC). This program will help establish the ef-
ficacy of BNCT for the treatment of inoperable brain tumors and
will expand to include other difficult-to-treat malignancies such as
melanoma, skull-base tumors, inherently radio-resistant tumors,
long-bone sarcoma in children and pediatric brain tumors.

Fusion
The conferees have provided $232,500,000 for the fusion energy

program, an increase of $7,500,000 over the House recommenda-
tion. The conferees support the House and Senate inclusion of pro-
gram direction and computational support within the amount pro-
vided for the fusion program. The conferees encourage the Depart-
ment to reduce the amount identified for program direction, but do
not stipulate amounts for program direction or computational sup-
port. To further provide maximum flexibility, the conferees have
not included the prescriptive language included in the House re-
port.

The conferees have provided funds to continue and complete
operations and provide for safe shutdown of the TFTR in fiscal year
1997. This is the final year of funding for fusion operations at the
TFTR.

The conference agreement includes funding to continue the
U.S. participation in the engineering design activities phase of the
international thermonuclear experimental reactor (ITER) project,
to which the United States is committed through fiscal year 1998.

Basic energy sciences
Funding of $7,000,000 is provided for the Experimental Pro-

gram to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) program. Also,
the conference agreement provides $3,200,000, for the Midwest
Superconductivity Consortium. The conferees support collaborative
multi-institution, multi-discipline materials research efforts involv-
ing ion exchange membranes, ion exchange resins, and solidifica-
tion-stabilization for immobilization of hazardous wastes. The con-
ferees are aware of an industrial multi-institutional consortium in
the southeast which is exploring research in these applications and
encourages the Department to determine whether there is a De-
partmental interest in joining this consortium.

The conference agreement includes $10,000,000 for the Univer-
sity of Alabama. Funding of $9,500,000 is provided to complete the
Energy, Minerals, and Materials Research Center which focuses on
fundamental research in state-of-the-art manufacturing tech-
nologies related to energy efficiency and conservation, environ-
mentally responsible production techniques and advanced informa-
tion systems at the University of Alabama-Tuscaloosa. The remain-
ing $500,000 is provided to the University of Alabama-Birmingham
in support of a cooperative research agreement to use magnetic res-
onance imaging systems to develop advanced cardiovascular imag-
ing applications. The conference agreement also includes
$7,000,000 for the Center for Technological Research with Industry
at Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. This project will com-
plement the school’s ongoing efforts to increase our nation’s com-
petitiveness by coordinating technology-based research with indus-
trial and governmental sponsors.
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Other energy research activities
The conference agreement includes $10,000,000 for the estab-

lishment of the energy and environmental technology applications
project at the University of Southwestern Louisiana. The project
will enhance fundamental automation research in areas designed
to improve the nation’s global competitiveness and energy effi-
ciency.

The conferees have included the House recommendation for
program direction, $30,600,000, but do not agree with the House
direction that $2,500,000 be available for expenses related to
workforce reduction. The conferees have not recommended a spe-
cific amount for the technology transfer program.

ENERGY SUPPORT ACTIVITIES

The conferees agree with the House recommendation that
funding for University and Science Education programs be pro-
vided from the sponsoring programs in the Department. The De-
partment of Energy spends well over $100,000,000 throughout its
programs to support science and education activities. To the extent
such activities benefit and are a byproduct of the line programs,
those programs should, within available funds, be the educational
sponsor.

IN-HOUSE ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Last year, Congress eliminated the In-House Energy Manage-
ment program as a stand-alone program. Notwithstanding this di-
rection, the Department defied the clear intent of Congress and
continued the program by using other available Departmental re-
sources. The conferees encourage the Department to continue to
carry out energy conservation activities, but do not support the res-
urrection of a separate program which was eliminated last year. To
the extent the Department has not already done so, the conferees
recommend that the Department conform its procurement regula-
tions to the procurement authorities provided by subsections (a)
and (c) of section 546 of the National Energy Conservation Policy
Act (42 U.S.C. 8256). The conferees expect the Department to set
an example and continue to lead the Federal Government in the
procurement of energy saving devices and services.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION AND WASTE MANAGEMENT (NON-
DEFENSE)

The conferees agree with the House report language on the
Wayne, New Jersey project.

The university robotics program is funded in the Defense Envi-
ronmental Restoration and Waste Management program.

URANIUM SUPPLY AND ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES

The conference agreement appropriates net funding of
$1,000,000 instead of $11,772,000 as proposed by the House and no
funding as proposed by the Senate.

The conference agreement includes bill language proposed by
the Senate which would permit security guards to carry side arms
at the gaseous diffusion plants.
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The conference agreement retains bill language proposed by
the Senate providing for payment by the United States Enrichment
Corporation of necessary employee and agency contributions to the
Thrift Savings Fund.

The conferees agree to provide up to $10,000,000 of program
funds for transparency measures.

URANIUM ENRICHMENT DECONTAMINATION AND DECOMMISSIONING
FUND

The conference agreement appropriates $200,200,000 as pro-
posed by the House instead of $205,200,000 as proposed by the
Senate. The conference agreement retains language proposed by
the House providing $34,000,000 for the uranium and thorium re-
imbursement program.

GENERAL SCIENCE AND RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

The conference agreement appropriates $996,000,000 for Gen-
eral Science and Research Activities as proposed by the House in-
stead of $1,000,626,000 as proposed by the Senate.

NUCLEAR WASTE DISPOSAL FUND

The conference agreement appropriates $182,000,000 as pro-
posed by the House instead of $200,028,000 as proposed by the
Senate and deletes language proposed by the House making the ap-
propriation subject to authorization. The conference agreement in-
cludes language proposed by the House prohibiting distribution of
funds appropriated under this heading for the State of Nevada or
affected units of local government. The agreement also includes
language proposed by the Senate requiring the Secretary to pre-
pare a viability assessment of the Yucca Mountain site, amended
to impose a deadline of September 30, 1998 instead of June 30,
1998 as proposed by the Senate.

The conferees direct that the appropriated funds be used in ac-
cordance with the Civilian Radioactive Waste Management Draft
Program plan issued by the Department in May 1996 and for in-
terim storage activities as authorized by law.

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION

The conference agreement appropriates $215,021,000 for De-
partmental Administration instead of $194,000,000 as proposed by
the House and $218,017,000 as proposed by the Senate. Revenues
of $125,388,000 are estimated to be received in fiscal year 1997, re-
sulting in a net appropriation of $89,633,000. The proposed funding
level includes $6,000,000 available only for severance, termination,
and related costs resulting from the reduction in personnel in De-
partmental Administration. The conference agreement includes
$2,000,000 in environmental policy studies for the Department to
continue analytic global climate change studies.

The conference agreement deletes bill language proposed by
the House specifying end-of-year employment levels by organiza-
tion in the Department of Energy. However, the conferees are cog-
nizant of these proposed employment levels and strongly urge the
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