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	This is the church. We know what we concern ourselves with.  God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, heaven and hell and how to live like Jesus.  Topics like economy, environment, civic involvement, and education, those things are for others to concern themselves with.  At least that is what I thought until this week.  Continuing to work through this book The New Parish, I learned about how it really is our Christian opportunity and responsibility to take these things very seriously, if we take our faith seriously.
Let's consider Economy for a moment and how that relates to our Christian calling-  Concern that everyone has what they need including food and shelter is a religious and an economic concern.  Peter and Gwen sent a trailer load of squash and pumpkins to our homeless shelters this week.  We bring bags of groceries for people who go to our local food bank.  We send teams to help serve meals to homeless people in the winter.  That is part of it.
	Does it surprise you when I suggest that as Christians, nothing  challenges what we claim to believe more than economics? 
	Jesus said, "Where your treasure is, there your heart is also."  Think about that for a moment.  Think about how  much you give (in all sorts of ways)  and how much you hold back.   The connection between your treasure and your heart is about giving and receiving - how you earn and how you give.    
	The dominant version of how the economy works has become a story of growing unemployment, housing bubbles, the 99% versus the 1 %, the vortex of systematic greed.  As with much of life, the gospel offers an alternative approach -a 'subversive'  approach.  An approach that serves every member of our  neighborhood!
	Do you participate in	The Gift Economy -  when goods and/or services are exchanged without the use of money?  Babysitting your neighbors kids while they attend an important meeting.  Lending your truck to a neighbor so they can haul a broken refrigerator away.  Benefits of  the Gift Economy are endless.   These  are acts of Christ directed love - taking care of others.  It develops relationships, trust, and community.  Everyone gets taken care of.   
	Have you ever heard of a group called BALLE?    Here is a portion of their Mission statement:  "(We support and strive for) interconnected local economies that function in harmony with local ecosystems to meet the basic needs of all people, support just and democratic societies, and foster joyful community life."  BALLE   Sounds to me like an economy birthed out of God's vision for his people, the kind of economic vision that followers of Jesus could get behind!	
	Have you ever considered the connection between the church and the local or global economy?  I have always presumed the mission of the church to be something very separate from the business community?  This  concept of the New Parish, calls us to widen our scope!
	Imagine being part of an economy that focuses on giving and receiving.  That our heart and our treasure is about what and how we  give, and what and how we receive.
	In the church, we hope that members tithe 10% to the church.  The average is about 2%.  We hope church members will contribute 10% of their time.  The average is about 2%.  
	But if the congregation embraces this concept of  The New Parish, and engages with the Neighborhood, then everything changes.   The Mission of the church becomes part of the fabric of the community.
Everything you do, everything you give, everything you buy, everything you spend time on - it can all contribute to the mission of the church and the flourishing of the parish.  The neighbourhood changes!
		In the New Parish, concern for Environment is about our desire for clean air and good soil - a healthy place for living, working and playing together.   Genesis gives us an amazing view of the beauty and wonder of God's creation.  Made with love and genius.  God put us in charge, to take care of the land and the sea and all living creatures.  Yet when I hear people talk about the environment, global warming, polluted soil, I rarely think of that as a specifically Christian responsibility.  Do you?   I don't think of farmland or farmers  when I go to the grocery  store or eat a meal.  Am I the only one who's faith has become disconnected from the soil, the streams, the air and what it means to take care of the health of all of those elements of food and water and breath?
	When I think of environmental issues  and the healing of our ecological woes it is big business, industry, and government to whom I look  to fix things, not the church and certainly not the neighborhood - definitely not me!   
	  A book entitled  Slow Church:  Cultivating Community in the Patient way of Jesus encourages us to slow things down so we can consider the  decisions we make and their consequences. The concept of slow church is a call for -
-intentional, thoughtful, deliberate decision making 
-an awareness of our mutual interdependence with all people and all creation, -an attentiveness to the world around us and the work God is doing in our very own neighborhoods  
  An essential part of being a Christian is living in a right relationship with all that God has given us.  
	Think about your neighborhood for a moment.  What needs to be cleaned up?  Is a community garden possible?  Is there a spot that needs a bench upon which to sit and rest and visit with a neighbor?  Maybe even a stranger!   Is it safe and clean?
	God created all of this for us.  We cannot remove ourselv3es from the equation! 
	Education- an opportunity to grow and mature, capable, good people.  As the church strives to discern how it can participate with God in what He is doing in the neighbourhoods, we must also be asking ourselves how are we contributing to the raising and educating of our children and the children in our community?  It takes a village to raise a child they say.  How many of you can relate to this -I feel blessed to have been raised in a village where none of the homes had keys to the doors, car keys were always left in the car,  and on Halloween we went into every house to enjoy  home-made fudge, candied apples, and chocolate chip cookies fresh from the oven as everyone tried to guess who was under those disguises.  Our neighbors were our hockey coaches, pharmacists, school teachers, and church choir leaders.  Everyone knew and cared about one another.  I believe that is why the role of the church in the neighborhood is even more important. Imagine growing up surrounded by dozens and dozens of aunts and uncles, brothers and sisters, grandparents whom you could trust.  This New Parish movement is happening in many parts of North America.  Does it sound like something we want to be part of?  Can your faith extend that far outside of these windows?
	The vision of people growing and learning as mature and good humans is not restricted to children.  Education also involves the sharing of local wisdom among neighbors.  I should go to my Italian neighbor before he turns his garage into a canning factory every fall to find out how he grows such amazing tomatoes.  Last week someone called and asked if I could drop by and offer a quick painting lesson.  There are so many easy, fun ways, that as the people of God, we can contribute to the education of our neighbors and they to ours.
	Finally, Civic- the opportunity to have a say in decisions that affect the lives of those who live in our communities.  The authors ask, "How can the church engage in the neighborhood and  not get caught up in the conflict between liberal left and the conservative right?" It seems that although there is no magic solution, one thing the church can offer is space and an atmosphere where people can learn how to build on the things we already have in common, whether liberal, conservative, NDP, or Green.  Offering space gives people in the community the opportunity to engage in conversation with one another, to listen to each other, and to share ideas as to the best way to move forward. 
	As people of faith in the neighborhood, we need to be at those meetings  asking, "What new businesses are going in?  How high should buildings be?  What about a new park?  How do any of these decisions add to the lives of the people who live here?"  It is an incredible opportunity for the church to engage in these conversations because Christians care about their neighborhood, their community.    The people who listen, advocate and work hard to knit together the good ideas being proposed need prayer and support.  
The church and the economy-  what have they got to do with each other?
The church  and education-  how are they related?
The church and the environment-  what does one have to do with the other?
The church and local government- what could be further apart?	
	This concept of the church as a silo - the church standing in isolation upon the landscape.  The church limiting its concerns to intellectual knowledge about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit... God calls us to stand back and widen our perspective!
	The New Parish concept cares about the community and all the people who live there.  People  of  The New Parish want to be engaged in the lives of the people in the neighborhood.  The New Parish church needs to have a voice on matters of economy, the environment, the education system, and local government.  Luke talks about God reality  and God initiative. God refuses to be left out of these important aspects of life!  What are we doing to help take God there?
"Love one another as I have loved you", Jesus says.  His love has no limits. That love cannot be contained.  That love cannot be restricted to the sanctuary. That love longs to live in our neighborhood.
Are you willing to shine God's light?  Here in the sanctuary?  Out there in the community?  Everywhere?   
Amen
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