Japan America Society of Houston (JASH)
Japanese Language Program 日本語プログラム

Beginner 101 (Session 4, 2014) Course Syllabus

Time/Day of the Week: 6:30p / Wednesday
Class Start Date: [image: ]August 13, 2014		
Instructor: Hiro Nishi » nishih24@gmail.com  
Textbook: Genki 1 Second Edition: The Japan Times, 2013.
Workbook: Genki 1 Second Edition: The Japan Times, 2013.
Lessons Covered: 
· Lesson 1: New Friends あたらしいともだち
· Lesson 2: Shopping かいもの
Course Prerequisites:
None. This course is for those who consider themselves ‘absolute beginners’ in the study of Japanese, or those who would like a thorough review of the basics.
Course Description:
Beginner 101 is an introduction to spoken and written Japanese. You will begin learning the basic grammar of modern Japanese through active study of simple sentence patterns, and also learn the Japanese pronunciation and two Japanese syllabaries, Hiragana and Katakana.
Learner-Centered Outcomes and Objectives:
· Upon the completion of this class, the successful student will be able to:
· Understand basic principles of learning a new language
· Gain knowledge about Japanese culture and customs
· Articulate proper Japanese pronunciation
· Read and write Hiragana
· Read Katakana
· Introduce himself/herself in Japanese by using basic sentences
· Use basic sentence forms needed to shop
· Utilize sentence forms in Lessons 1 and 2
· Ultimate goal of study is to be able to communicate
[bookmark: _GoBack]Methods of Instruction:
· Communicative approach (Primary method)
· Learner-centered
· Experiential learning
· Discussion
· Audio-lingual method




Course Outline:

Notes:
· Class attendance will be taken. The importance of regular class attendance to your learning success should be noted.
· No official grade will be given. It is the student’s responsibility to measure own mastery level. Self-assessment exercises are given periodically. A student may use these tools to evaluate own mastery level. If a student is having a trouble, please feel free to communicate with the instructor. In most cases, issues can be solved easily. The best way to communicate to the instructor is by email.
· Unless announced, classes will begin with a review exercise. Each exercise will be available to the class by ten minutes before the class begins. Each exercise is designed to also serve as a self-assessment exercise based on previous lessons and homework assignments. Students are allowed to have books and notes opened if necessary.
· You are encouraged to complete your homework assignment in a timely manner. Each homework assignment is carefully designed to review previous exercise and prepare to maximize student’s class room experience. Homework assignments also help students to maximize their outcomes during review exercises.
· Vocabulary notebook: Vocabulary handouts are given to students periodically. Students are encouraged to organize each handout for the future usage.
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