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NEW MEMBERS 
We e x t e n d a v e r y w a r m w e l c o m e t o t h e f o l l o w i n g new m e m b e r s : 

M i c h a e l H a m i l t o n , 5 W i n b r o o k F o l d , W i n f r i t h N e w b u r g h , D o r s e t DT2 S L R , UK. M i c h a e l 
i s a d e a l e r s p e c i a l i s i n g i n p o s t m a r k s . 

C o l i n H o f f m a n , 9 O a k e r A v e n u e , W e s t D i d s b u r y , M a n c h e s t e r M20 8 X H , UK. C o l i n i s 
C h a i r m a n o f t h e R h o d e s i a n S t u d y C i r c l e a n d w a s E d i t o r o f t h e RSC J o u r n a l . 

S t u a r t C o c k e r i l l . T h e B u n g a l o w , S c u l l s g a t e , B e n e n d e n , C r a n b r o o k T N I 7 4LD, UK. 
S t u a r t i s a c o l l e c t o r o f GB o v e r p r i n t s . 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
A t t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e C o m m i t t e e on 3 M a r c h , i t w a s a g r e e d t h a t J i m C a t t e r a l l 
w o u l d t a k e on t h e d u t i e s o f M e m b e r s h i p S e c r e t a r y ( i n a d d i t i o n t o h i s r o l e a s 
S o c i e t y A r c h i v i s t ) . We a r e v e r y g r a t e f u l t o J i m f o r v o l u n t e e r i n g f o r a k e y r o l e ! 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 13 OCTOBER 1993 
T h e AGM o f t h e S o c i e t y w i l l be h e l d on W e d n e s d a y 1 3 t h O c t o b e r a t t h e C a r d i n a l 
Hume C e n t r e , A r n e w a y S t r e e t , W e s t m i n s t e r , a t 2 .30pm. T h i s new v e n u e i s c o n v e n 
i e n t l y s i t u a t e d o p p o s i t e t h e s i d e e n t r a n c e o f t h e B a r l e y Mow, H o r s e f e r r y Road , 
w h i c h h a s now become e s t a b l i s h e d a s " t h e S o c i e t y p u b " ! 

RUNNER POST - BACK NUMBERS 
A s m a l l q u a n t i t y o f b a c k n u m b e r s o f t h e Runner Post a r e a v a i l a b l e f o r p u r c h a s e 
a t a c o s t o f £ 2 . 5 0 e a c h p l u s p o s t a g e . T h e i s s u e s c o n c e r n e d a r e n o s . 10 a n d 1 7 -
2 7 e x c e p t 19 . 
O r d e r s t o : J i m C a t t e r a l l , T r e v e s s a , U p p e r C a s t l e R o a d , S t M a w e s , T r u r o T R 2 5 B Z , UK 

C h a i r m a n : 

S e c r e t a r y ; 

T r e a s u r e r : 

M e m b e r s h i p 
S e c r e t a r y / 
A r c h i v i s t : 

A u c t i o n e e r ( U . K . ) : 

B o t s w a n a 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e : 

S o u t h A f r i c a n 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e / 
A u c t i o n e e r ( S . A . ) : 

E d i t o r : 
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DR KARL SELIGMANN'S MAGNUM OPUS NEARING COMPLETION 
R e c e n t c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h D r S e l i g m a n n r e v e a l s t h a t w o r k on f i n a l i s i n g t h e m a n u 
s c r i p t f o r h i s l o n g a w a i t e d w o r k o n t h e p h i l a t e l i c h i s t o r y o f t h e B e c h u a n a l a n d s 
i s now i n t o p - g e a r . K a r l s a i d r e c e n t l y : " T h e p a s t t h r e e w e e k s h a v e b e e n s e r i o u s l y 
s p e n t on t h e book a n d a n o t h e r t w o m o n t h s on a f u l l - t i m e b a s i s , DV, s h o u l d g u a r 
a n t e e c o m p l e t i o n . . . I t h a s b e e n a b i g i n v e s t m e n t i n t i m e a n d e n e r g y a n d i t i s 
h o p e d t h a t i t w i l l a d d a l i t t l e t o t h e e n j o y m e n t o f t h e p h i l a t e l y o f A f r i c a " . 

K a r l h a s b e e n w o r k i n g f o r many y e a r s t o w a r d s p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e book w h i c h now 
c o n t a i n s a n a m a z i n g w e a l t h o f i n f o r m a t i o n on v i r t u a l l y a l l a s p e c t s o f t h e p o s t a l 
a r r a n g e m e n t s a n d b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e e a r l y B e c h u a n a l a n d s ( i n c l u d i n g S t e l l a l a n d ) a n d 
a l s o c o n t a i n s many f a s c i n a t i n g g l i m p s e s o f p h i l a t e l i c a l l y r e l a t e d s o c i a l h i s t o r y . 
I w i t n e s s e d a s m a l l f r a c t i o n o f t h e e n o r m o u s amount o f t i m e , e n e r g y ( a n d m o n e y ) 
t h a t K a r l h a s p e r s o n a l l y i n v e s t e d i n t h e p r o j e c t w h e n I met h i m a f t e r a t y p i c a l 
w e e k o f c o n c e n t r a t e d r e s e a r c h i n t h e C a p e A r c h i v e s - l a d e n w i t h 9 0 0 p h o t o s t a t s 
o f i n v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n ! F u r t h e r u p d a t e s a s a n d w h e n a v a i l a b l e . 

HAMPSHIRE MEETING OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN STUDY CIRCLES - 23/9/93 
M e m b e r s l i v i n g i n c e n t r a l s o u t h e r n E n g l a n d w i l l h a v e a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o meet 
f e l l o w e n t h u s u i a s t s w i t h s i m i l a r i n t e r e s t s a t a j o i n t m e e t i n g o f t h e S o u t h 
A f r i c a n C o l l e c t o r s S o c i e t y , t h e T r a n s v a a l , OFS a n d R h o d e s i a n S t u d y C i r c l e s , t h e 
B e c h u a n a l a n d s a n d B o t s w a n a S o c i e t y a n d t h e A n g l o - B o e r War P h i l a t e l i c S o c i e t y t o 
be h e l d d u r i n g H a m p s h i r e ' s 1 9 9 3 C o n v e n t i o n HAMPEX ' 9 3 - a t R i n g w o o d i n t h e New 
F o r e s t on t h e 2 5 t h S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 9 3 . T h e v e n u e w i l l be a S p e c i a l i s t S o c i e t y room 
a t t h e G r e y f r i a r s C e n t r e , w h i c h w i l l be a v a i l a b l e t o m e m b e r s f r o m 1 0 . 3 0 a m t o 
1.30pm. A d i s p l a y w i t h s o m e t h i n g o f i n t e r e s t f o r e v e r y o n e i s p l a n n e d , b u t a n y o n e 
who h a s s o m e t h i n g t o s h o w o r a q u e r y t o r a i s e i s w e l c o m e t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y . Members p l a n n i n g t o a t t e n d s h o u l d c o n t a c t t h e Hon. S e c r e t a r y , 
M i k e G e o r g e , P 0 B o x 1 0 8 , S t A l b a n s , H e r t s A L l 3AD. 

THE STELLALAND FLAG 
T h e f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r w a s s e n t t o J e f f W o o l g a r , S e c r e t a r y o f t h e T r a n s v a a l S t u d y 
C i r c l e . J e f f i s a l s o a member o f t h e B&BS a n d h a s a n i n t e r e s t i n S t e l l a l a n d , a n d 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e f l a g ( J e f f h a s s p e n t many h o u r s o f r e s e a r c h i n l i b r a r i e s ) . A s 
t h e r e i s a n o b v i o u s o v e r l a p o f i n t e r e s t b e t w e e n members o f o u r S o c i e t i e s , J e f f 
k i n d l y p r o v i d e d u s w i t h a copy : 

" A d e f i n i t i v e a r t i c l e on The Riddle of the Stellaland Flag b y D r C Pama w a s p u b 
l i s h e d i n No. 100 o f o u r b i m o n t h l y j o u r n a l . The Flag Bulletin. T h i s book l e n g t h 
i s s u e i s f u l l y i l l u s t r a t e d a n d c o n t a i n s 12 o t h e r f l a g - r e l a t e d a r t i c l e s . T h e p r i c e 
p o s t p a i d i s $ 1 0 o r £ 7 . T h e £1 r e v e n u e s t a m p o f S t e l l a l a n d , w h i c h i l l u s t r a t e s t h e 
c o a t o f a r m s , i s i n c l u d e d a n d e x p l a i n e d i n t h e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d a r t i c l e . 

We a l s o p u b l i s h o t h e r a r t i c l e s f r o m t i m e t o t i m e on f l a g s o f s o u t h e r n A f r i c a , 
O u r 3 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y i s s u e , a v a i l a b l e f o r $6 ( £ 4 ) i s d e v o t e d e n t i r e l y t o A f r i c a , 
b u t a m a j o r p a r t o f i t c o n c e r n s s o u t h e r n A f r i c a . W h i t n e y S m i t h , P h . D . " 

Some p a y m e n t d e t a i l s : No c r e d i t c a r d s a c c e p t e d , US c u r r e n c y , I n t e r n a t i o n a l p o s t a l 
money o r d e r s , US$ c h e q u e s d r a w n on a US b a n k ( i . e . w i t h o u t c h a r g e s ) a n d , by p r i o r 
a r r a n g e m e n t , p a y m e n t i n o t h e r m a j o r c u r r e n c i e s (Cd$ , DM, £ ) . 

EARLY USE OF lOt SURCHARGE ON 12t HIPPO 
S t e e n J e l g r e n o f D e n m a r k r e p o r t s a n ' e a r l y r e l e a s e ' o f t h e l O t s u r c h a r g e on 1 2 t 
H i p p o p o t a m u s d a t e s t a m p e d M 0 C H U D I / - 6 I I I c 9 2 / B O T S W A N A , t h r e e d a y s b e f o r e o f f i c i a l 
i s s u e d a t e o f 9 t h M a r c h . Csee D a v i d W a l l ' s a r t i c l e i n Runner Post No ,27 , p 5 1 9 ] . 
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OBITUARIES 

WILLIAM HART, B . S c , F . C . L S . 

I t w a s w i t h g r e a t s a d n e s s t h a t we l e a r n t o f t h e s u d d e n d e a t h o f B i l l H a r t on t h e 
8 t h November , 1 9 9 2 . B i l l h a d s u f f e r e d a b r a i n h a e m o r r h a g e a w e e k e a r l i e r a n d w a s 
t a k e n b y a i r a m b u l a n c e t o a h o s p i t a l i n B i r m i n g h a m , He a p p e a r e d t o be m a k i n g a 
good r e c o v e r y , a n d h i s p a s s i n g w a s t h e r e f o r e a l l t h e more u n e x p e c t e d . 

B i l l w a s known t o many o f o u r m e m b e r s f r o m h i s r e g u l a r a t t e n d a n c e a t f a i r s a n d 
e x h i b i t i o n s i n t h e UK a n d i n many o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . B u t i t w a s n o t j u s t a s a 
d e a l e r , n o r j u s t i n S o u t h A f r i c a n p h i l a t e l y t h a t h e made h i s m a r k . B i l l w a s a 
r e s p e c t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l j u d g e a n d e x p e r t i z e r , a r e n o w n e d p o s t a l h i s t o r i a n , a n d a 
d e d i c a t e d c o l l e c t o r o f N a t a l , Z u l u l a n d a n d t h e A n g l o - B o e r War . He w a s m o r e o v e r 
k n o w l e d g e a b l e i n m a n y o t h e r f i e l d s , i n c l u d i n g e a r l y A u s t r a l i a n i s s u e s a n d E n g l i s h 
p o s t a l h i s t o r y . 

B i l l s e r v e d a s C h a i r m a n o f t h e T r a n s v a a l S t u d y C i r c l e f o r t e n y e a r s f r o m 1 9 6 9 t o 
1 9 7 9 d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e h e became a f u l l t i m e d e a l e r , f i r s t l y i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h 
A n g u s P a r k e r , a n d s e c o n d l y w h e n h e moved t o S h r o p s h i r e a n d e s t a b l i s h e d h i s own 
b u s i n e s s . 

I t may h a v e b e e n B i l l ' s l o v e o f r u g b y w h i c h a t t r a c t e d h i m t o S o u t h A f r i c a , b u t 
w h a t e v e r t h e r e a s o n , h e became a r e g u l a r v i s i t o r , e x h i b i t i n g i n n a t i o n a l e x h i b i t 
i o n s a n d i n l a t e r y e a r s a c t i n g a s a s e n i o r j u d g e . A s a r e s u l t h e made many 
f r i e n d s t h e r e , a n d i t w a s w i t h t w o o f t h e m , B a s i l K a n t e y a n d L e s l i e L e o n , t h a t h e 
c o - a u t h o r e d The Postal Markings of Natal, w h i c h w a s p u b l i s h e d i n 1 9 7 7 a n d won a 
s i l v e r - g i l t a w a r d a t P o t c h e f s t r o o m t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r . 

B i l l w i l l be r e m e m b e r e d a s a m i n e o f i n f o r m a t i o n a n d a g r e a t s u p p o r t e r o f p h i l a 
t e l y . He w i l l be g r e a t l y m i s s e d , a n d we e x t e n d o u r c o n d o l e n c e s t o h i s w i f e S h e i l a 
a n d t h e i r t w o s o n s , M i c h a e l a n d G r a h a m . 

T o n y C h i l t o n 

BENNIE ILLMAN 

W i t h t h e d e a t h on t h e 1 7 t h D e c e m b e r l a s t y e a r o f B e n n i e I l l m a n , t h e B e c h u a n a l a n d s 
& B o t s w a n a S o c i e t y l o s t one o f i t s m o s t e n t h u s i a s t i c a n d k n o w l e d g e a b l e members . 
B e n n i e h a d , o v e r t h e y e a r s , b u i l t up many c o l l e c t i o n s t o h i g h s t a n d a r d s a n d h e 
e n j o y e d e x h i b i t i n g t h e s e c o l e c t i o n s b o t h a t N a t i o n a l a n d c l u b l e v e l . 

One o f B e n n i e ' s f i n e s t c o l l e c t i o n s a n d s u b j e c t o f much i n - d e p t h r e s e a r c h , w a s h i s 
U n a p p r o p r i a t e d D i e s a n d w h e n h e e x h i b i t e d t h e s e a t ' J o h a n n e s b u r g 1 0 0 ' i n 1 9 8 6 , 
B e c h u a n a l a n d c o l l e c t o r s w e r e a m a z e d a t t h e r a n g e a n d q u a l i t y o f m a t e r i a l h e h a d 
b u i l t up a n d w i t h t h e r e s e a r c h a n d k n o w l e d g e w h i c h t h e c o l l e c t i o n d i s p l a y e d . 

B e n n i e ' s e n t h u s i a s m f o r p h i l a t e l y w a s i n f e c t i o u s a n d o n e c o u l d a l w a y s s h a r e h i s 
e n t h u s i a s m a n d j o y i n t h e f i n d i n g o f a new i t e m f o r h i s c o l l e c t i o n s w h e t h e r i t 
w a s a n i m p o r t a n t c o v e r o r m e r e l y a l o w l y p r i c e d b u t e l u s i v e s t a m p f o r w h i c h h e 
h a d b e e n s e e k i n g . 

B e s i d e s h i s f i n e U n a p p r o p r i a t e d D i e s a n d B e c h u a n a l a n d c o l l e c t i o n s , he a l s o won 
many a w a r d s w i t h d i s p l a y s o f M a u r i t i u s a n d N a t a l w h i c h won t h e S t a t e P r e s i d e n t ' s 
A w a r d i n 1 9 8 4 a n d 1 9 8 8 r e s p e c t i v e l y ; O r a n g e F r e e S t a t e , R u s s i a , G r i q u a l a n d W e s t 
a n d S t H e l e n a . 

We e x t e n d o u r c o n d o l e n c e s t o h i s w i f e M a v i s , a n d f a m i l y . 

D a v i d C r o c k e r , RDPSA 

THE RUNNER POST Issue 30 March 1993 - 5 9 6 -



Members Comments and Queries 

INOCULATION SIDING - D r K a r l S e l i g m a n n w r i t e s : 

" I w o u l d l i k e t o r e v i s i t t h e I n o c u l a t i o n S i d i n g i t e m (RP 1 3 , p 2 2 3 ) . I t w a s r e p o r t 
e d t h a t I n o c u l a t i o n w a s c h a n g e d t o B i s o l i , t h e a n g l i c i z e d v e r s i o n o f B o s o l e . I n a 
l e t t e r d a t e d J u l y 1 6 , 1 9 0 9 , h e a d e d " I n o c u l a t i o n S i d i n g - a l t e r a t i o n t o name o f 
' T s a m a y i ' " , t h e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e R h o d e s i a R a i l w a y s L t d , i n f o r m e d t h e G e n e r a l 
M a n a g e r o f t h e C a p e G o v e r n m e n t R a i l w a y s t h a t h i s Company w a s a g r e e a b l e t o t h e 
a d o p t i o n o f ' T s a m a e a ' a s t h e new name o f t h e s i d i n g k n o w n a s I n o c u l a t i o n , N o t e 
t h e t w o s p e l l i n g s u s e d i n t h e l e t t e r , I w o u l d n o t l i k e t o t a k e i s s u e w i t h a n y b o d y 
a s k n o w l e d g e a b l e a s t h e l a t e J i m m y H a s k i n s a n d he may w e l l h a v e h a d some o t h e r 
r e f e r e n c e s n o t a v a i l a b l e t o me. T h e P l a c e Names C o m m i s s i o n s a i d t h a t B i s o l i w a s 
a n a n g l i c i z e d v e r s i o n o f a p e r s o n ' s s u r n a m e ( w i t h o u t g i v i n g t h e e x a c t d e r i v a t i o n ) 
a n d n o t B o s o l e ( o r ' t h a t w h i c h r e l a t e d t o t h e a r m y ' o r ' w a r ' ) . " K a r l S e l i g m a n n 

[ D r S e l i g m a n n s u p p l i e d a copy o f t h e l e t t e r r e f e r r e d t o a b o v e w h i c h u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
w o u l d n o t r e p r o d u c e w e l l i n Runner Post. 1 w o u l d be p l e a s e d t o f o r w a r d b e s t 
p o s s i b l e c o p i e s t o a n y i n t e r e s t e d member on r e q u e s t . S t i l l on T s a m a y i / a e , my copy 
o f t h e Third Report of the Place Names Commission (Sept 1984) g i v e s a d e r i v a t i o n 
o f ' T s a m a y a ' ( t h e i r s p e l l i n g ) a s 'Go A w a y ' ! - E d ] 

1897 PROTECTORATE i6d YELLOW-GREEN (SG 5 6 ) - CONSTANT FLAWS 

"My t h a n k s t o B r i a n F e n e m o r e f o r p r o v i d i n g a p h o t o c o p y o f t h e c o m p l e t e s e t t i n g 
o f t h e o v e r p r i n t on t w o p a n e s o f SG 5 6 i n r e s p o n s e t o my a r t i c l e i n Runner Post 
No,27 , T h i s e n a b l e s me t o c o n f i r m a l l t h e i n f o r m a t i o n g i v e n i n t h e a r t i c l e i n 
r e s p e c t o f S G 5 6 , I t a l s o r e v e a l s t h a t t h e r e a r e no c o n s t a n t r e p e t i t i v e f l a w s 
o t h e r t h a n t h e o n e a l r e a d y r e c o r d e d . 

T h e r e a r e a f e w b r o k e n o r damaged l e t t e r s t h a t a r e n o t r e p e t i t i v e , m o s t l y e i t h e r 
a b r e a k i n t h e ' B ' o r s h o r t v e r t i c a l s t r o k e s i n t h e ' H ' o f ' B R I T I S H ' , On t h e l i m i t e d 
e v i d e n c e s o f a r a v a i a l b l e i t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o s a y w h e t h e r a n y o f t h e s e a r e 
c o n s t a n t , t h o u g h some b u t n o t a l l c o u l d be s o . H o w e v e r , i n my o p i n i o n , t h e y a r e 
o f no g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e , " J o h n I n g l e f i e l d - W a t s o n 

BECHUANALAND POSTAL ARCHIVES - FURTHER INFORMATION 

D i c k o n P o l l a r d , o f M u r r a y P a y n e L t d (KG6 S p e c i a l i s t d e a l e r s ) , h a s s u p p l i e d t h e 
f o l l o w i n g d e t a i l s i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e q u e r y i n Runner Post No,27 ( p 5 1 8 ) a b o u t a 
s a l e o f ' B e c h u a n a l a n d A r c h i v a l h o l d i n g s ' : 

" A b o u t 3 y e a r s a g o , Ca US d e a l e r ] o f f e r e d S t u a r t a n d I a b u n d l e o f t h e s o r r i e s t -
l o o k i n g KG V I S p e c i m e n s y o u h a v e e v e r s e e n . A l l h a d no gum a n d w e r e i n w h a t 
m i g h t c h a r i t a b l y be d e s c r i b e d a s b e i n g ' t i r e d ' c o n d i t i o n . T h e y w e r e p e r f o r a t e d 
S p e c i m e n , a s u s u a l , a n d t h e m a j o r i t y h a d a r e c e i v i n g ' S p e c i m e n ' h a n d s t a m p i n 
s o m e w h a t w a s h e d p u r p l e ( a f e w h a d o b v i o u s l y b e e n m i s s e d ) . 

T h e r e w e r e a good r a n g e o f c o l o n i e s r e p r e s e n t e d , m a i n l y ( f r o m m e m o r y ) C o r o n a t i o n 
a n d V i c t o r y s e t s w i t h a good s m a t t e r i n g o f d e f i n i t i v e s . T h e s t o r y w a s t h a t t h e y 
w e r e e x t h e B e c h u a n a l a n d P o s t a l A r c h i v e s , w h i c h I s a w no p a r t i c u l a r r e a s o n t o 
d o u b t . S u b s e q u e n t l y , t h e s e s e t s s t a r t e d t o a p p e a r a t W e s t e r n A u c t i o n s w h e r e 
t h e y s o l d s p o r a d i c a l l y o v e r a p e r i o d o f 1 2 - 1 6 m o n t h s . T h e more p o p u l a r i s s u i n g 
t e r r i t o r i e s w e n t q u i t e w e l l , t h e o t h e r s d i d n ' t - f r a n k l y , t h e y w e r e n o t i n t h e 
s o r t o f c o n d i t i o n t h a t I w o u l d c h o o s e t o h a v e i n a n a l b u m o f m i n e ! T h e r e m a i n d e r 
f o u n d t h e i r w a y t o P h o e n i x [ A u c t i o n H o u s e ] . . . " . D i c k o n P o l l a r d 

- 5 9 7 - THE RUNNER POST Issue 30 March 1993 



CROCODILE POOLS R E V I S I T E D 

J i m C a t t e r a l l p r o v i d e d t h i s i l l u s t r a t i o n o f a B o e r War - C r o c o d i l e P o o l s c o v e r i n 
h i s c o l l e c t i o n . T h e c o v e r w a s s e n t t o E n g l a n d f r o m L i e u t e n a n t A . S . C h a l m e r s o f D 
S q u a d r o n S . R . V . ( S o u t h e r n R h o d e s i a V o l u n t e e r s ) s t a t i o n e d a t F o r t r e s s K o p j e , 
C r o c o d i l e P o o l s . T h e c o v e r w a s c o u n t e r s i g n e d by h i s O.C. a n d d a t e d 5 . 2 . 1 9 0 0 . 

A l t h o u g h t h e B r i t i s h F o r c e s h a d b e e n f o r c e d t o a b a n d o n C r o c o d i l e P o o l s a n d c l o s e 
t h e p o s t o f f i c e t h e r e a t t h e e n d o f 1 8 9 9 t h e c o v e r s h o w s t h a t C o l o n e l H o l d s w o r t h 
a n d h i s R h o d e s i a n V o l u n t e e r s h a d , by e a r l y F e b r u a r y , r e - e s t a b l i s h e d c o n t r o l t h e r e . 
D e s p i t e t h i s t h e P.O. w a s n o t r e - o p e n e d u n t i l A p r i l . 

T h e c o v e r w a s r o u t e d v i a B u l a w a y o w h e r e i t w a s b a c k s t a m p e d ( d a t e u n c l e a r ) . A s no 
s t a m p s w e r e a v a i l a b l e i t w a s t a x e d ( ' T 4 ' i n b l u e c r a y o n ) & on a r r i v a l i n E n g l a n d 
t h e ' L o n d o n P a i d ' h a n d s t a m p w a s a p p l i e d . B a c k s t a m p e d w i t h t h e S o u t h a m p t o n a r r i v a l 
c d s o f 17 M a r c h . 

A n o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g ' C r o c o d i l e P o o l s ' c o v e r - o f a more r e c e n t v i n t a g e - b e a r s a 
' C r o c o d i l e P o o l s , , . P 0 R a m o u t s a B . P . ' i m p r i n t a n d a KG6 l l ^ d ( S G 1 2 0 a ) c a n c e l l e d 
w i t h f a i n t R a m o u t s a c d s . T h e l o c a t i o n o f C r o c o d i l e P o o l s ( b e t w e e n t h e o l d F o r t 
G a b e r o n e s a n d R a m o u t s a ) i s d i s c u s s e d i n RP 9, p l 5 9 ) . 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST <CONT. ) 

•AN AFRICAN POSTAL RUNNER' 

J o h n T a y l o r p r o v i d e d t h e c h a r m i n g 
' C i g a r e t t e C a r d ' f r o m w h i c h t h i s 
e n l a r g e m e n t w a s t a k e n . T h e f u l l 
c o l o u r c a r d i s t i t l e d a t t h e b a s e 
' A n A f r i c a n P o s t a l R u n n e r ' , T h e 
' R u n n e r ' p o r t r a y e d i s p r o b a b l y a s 
r e a l i s t i c a s , o r p e r h a p s more s o , 
t h a n t h e n o b l e w a r r i o r c u r r e n t l y 
g r a c i n g t h e c o v e r o f The Runner 
Post H o w e v e r , t h i s o n e a p p e a r s t o 
be w a d i n g t h r o u g h w a t e r , a s c a r c e 
c o m m o d i t i t y i n t h e Z w a r t m o d d e r -
R i e t f o n t e i n ( ' C a m e l P o s t ' ) d i s t r i c t 
r e f e r r e d t o i n t h e t e x t . P e r h a p s 
h e i s a n k l e d e e p i n s a n d ? 

J S E h l E S o r 6 0 . i ^ 

An African Postal 
Runner. 

T h i s postal n i n n e r of H t s 
Majesty, who i n y o u t h , per-
cliance, owed allegiance to a 
Z u l u chief, is a s t r i k i n g per-
nonality I n nature 's uni form 
of sable s k i n in coinparisou 
w i t h the blue c loth i n w h i c h 
a r t garbs h i s B r i t i s h postal 
wnfriyrn. These useful a t h 
letes m a y soon be superseded, 
as a camel post is being t r i w l 
Iwtween Z w a r t Modder a n d 
Eiet fonte in , and motor cars 
are being thought of. 

^ T B R A N C H O F T H E I M P E R I A L 
T O B A C C O 0 0 . ( O F Q R E A T 

B R I T A I N « I R E L A N D ) , L T D . 

Would y o u l i k e t o s e e o u r ' R u n n e r ' r e p l a c e d by t h i s o r a n o t h e r s u b s t i t u t e ? A l l 
o f f e r s o f p o s s i b l e r e p l a c e m e n t s , a n d i l l u s t r a t i o n s by b u d d i n g m e m b e r / a r t i s t s t o 
t h e E d i t o r , p l e a s e . 

E S S A Y FOR THE 4 d ON %d PROVISIONAL SURCHARGE <SG 5 3 ) 

T w o e s s a y s f o r t h i s i s s u e w e r e i l l u s t r a t e d i n RP 2 4 , p 4 4 7 . T h i s i l l 
u s t r a t i o n , p r o v i d e d c o u r t e s y o f B r i a n F e n e m o r e , s h o w s a n o t h e r e s s a y 
s i m i l a r t o t h e s e c o n d o f t h e t w o t y p e s i n t h a t t h e s u r c h a r g e h a s a 
s m a l l ' d ' a f t e r ' 4 ' r a t h e r t h a n a c a p i t a l 'D ' . H o w e v e r , B r i a n ' s e x a m p l e 
d i f f e r s i n t h a t b o t h t h e ' 4 ' a n d t h e ' d ' a r e i n s m a l l e r , t h i n n e r 
l e t t e r s . Does a n member know how many e s s a y s e x i s t f o r t h i s i s s u e ? 

BR 

i r o tec tora f ce 

BECHUANALAND 

B.B. 1894 %d POSTCARD 
ON 'THICK WHITE' (H&G 3 ) 

B r i a n F e n e m o r e r e p o r t s 
t h e d i s c o v e r y o f a n o t h e r 
e x a m p l e o f t h i s e l u s i v e 
c a r d . L i k e H o w a r d C o o k ' s 
& H a m i s h C a m p b e l l ' s e x 
a m p l e s ( s e e R P 2 7 , p 5 2 3 ) 
t h i s c a r d w a s a l s o u s e d 
a t F r a n c i s t o w n , b u t o v e r 
a m o n t h l a t e r ( 1 8 OC 0 7 ) 
a n d i s u s e d t o t h e UK. A 
K E 7 y^d ( S G 6 0 ) w a s a d d e d 
t o make I d . A m e s s a g e on 
t h e r e v e r s e r e f e r s t o a n 
o r d e r f o r p o s t c a r d s a n d 
b e a r s l a t e r a n n o t a t i o n s 
r e g a r d i n g t h e r o u t e a n d 
t r a n s i t t i m e o f t h e c a r d . 
T h e L o n d o n a r r i v a l c d s 
i s d a t e d NO 9 0 7 . 

P O S T C A R D 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SID|5-

B R I T I S H B E C H U A N A L A N D 
O 

H . R E H L E N , 
2, A y l w a r d R o a d , ";, 

F O R E S T H I L L , L O N D O N , S . E . 
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THE 1888 PROTECTORATE M> VERMILION - IDENTIFICATION OF SETTINGS 

by 

J o h n I n g l e f i e l d - W a t s o n 

I n r e s p o n s e t o my a r t i c l e i n Runner Post No.24 A l a n M a c G r e g o r h a s p r o v i d e d a 
p h o t o c o p y o f a c o m p l e t e p a n e o f 120 f r o m t h e 1 s t s e t t i n g , a n i n v a l u a b l e p i e c e o f 
r e f e r e n c e m a t e r i a l . A l a n ' s i n s p e c t i o n o f t h e o r i g i n a l p a n e r e v e a l e d t h a t i t h a d 
b e e n f o l d e d v e r t i c a l l y down t h e m i d d l e , p r o b a b l y b e f o r e t h e i n k w a s c o m p l e t e l y 
d r y a s i t s h o w s many t r a c e s o f o f f s e t o f t h e o v e r p r i n t . I am a l s o g r a t e f u l t o 
o t h e r m e m b e r s who h a v e p r o v i d e d p h o t o c o p i e s o f i t e m s i n t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y p o s i t i o n a l b l o c k s . T h e s e c o n f i r m t h e p o s i t i o n s o f s e v e r a l o f t h e 
v a r i e t i e s a l r e a d y r e c o r d e d a n d s h o w one a d d i t i o n a l v a r i e t y . D e t a i l s f o l l o w ; 

1st Se t t ing 

W i t h r e g a r d t o o v e r p r i n t v a r i e t i e s i n t h e p a n e f r o m t h e 1 s t s e t t i n g ; 

a . S t a m p n o , 6 0 s h o w s t h e e x p e c t e d d e f e c t i v e 1 s t 'o ' i n ' P r o t e c t o r a t e ' , a s 
r e c o r d e d by H o l m e s . 

b. S t a m p n o , 6 9 s h o w s a d r o p p e d 1 s t ' r ' , c o n f i r m i n g t h a t t h e e x a m p l e i l l u s 
t r a t e d a s f i g , 3 i n my o r i g i n a l a r t i c l e comes f r o m t h e 1 s t s e t t i n g , 

c . T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l v a r i a t i o n s i n t h e a l i g n m e n t o f t h e i n i t i a l ' P ' , Most 
f r e q u e n t l y t h i s i s s l i g h t l y r a i s e d s o t h a t i t s b a s e i s a b o u t h a l f - w a y 
up t h e l o w e r c a s e l e t t e r s , b u t on t w o s t a m p s ( n o s , 4 7 a n d 7 3 ) t h e b a s e 
i s a l m o s t l e v e l w i t h t h e t o p s o f t h e s e l e t t e r s a n d on some o t h e r s i t 
i s a l m o s t c o r r e c t l y a l i g n e d . 

d. T h e r e a r e a f e w o t h e r m i n o r m i s a l i g n m e n t s , m o s t l y a s l i g h t d r o p i n t h e 
' r o ' o r ' o f o f ' P r o t e c t o r a t e ' . 

No e x a m p l e s h a v e b e e n r e p o r t e d o f ' S p e c i m e n ' s t a m p s f r o m t h e 1 s t s e t t i n g . 

2nd Se t t ing 

T h e r e w a s a n o m i s s i o n i n my o r i g i n a l a r t i c l e . T h e r a i s e d 1 s t ' r ' v a r i e t y i s f o u n d 
on s t a m p no. 110 a s w e l l a s on n o . 2 3 . 

T h e new v a r i e t y r e p o r t e d i s a s l i g h t l y d r o p p e d f i n a l ' e ' on s t a m p no .8 . T h e 
m i s a l i g n m e n t i s l e s s t h a n on s t a m p no. 1 1 8 , t h e r e c o r d e d v a r i e t y . 

Conclusions 

We now h a v e e v i d e n c e o f h i t h e r t o u n r e c o r d e d v a r i a t i o n s o f a l i g n m e n t i n t h e 1 s t 
s e t t i n g a n d no e x a m p l e s h a v e b e e n r e p o r t e d o f l e s s h e a v y i m p r e s s i o n s o f t h e 2 n d 
s e t t i n g t h a t r e s e m b l e t h e 1 s t s e t t i n g . A l t h o u g h t h i s i s n o t c o n c l u s i v e , I am now 
c o n t e n t t o a c c e p t t h e c r i t e r i a f o r d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t h e t w o s e t t i n g s a s s t a t e d by 
H o l m e s a n d s u m m a r i s e d i n my o r i g i n a l a r t i c l e . On t h i s b a s i s t h e d o u b l e o v e r p r i n t 
v a r i e t y (SG 4 0 a ) e x i s t s i n b o t h s e t t i n g s , a s r e c o r d e d i n S t e v e W a l l a c e ' s a r t i c l e 
i n ' R u n n e r P o s t ' No .24 , 
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THE AIRGRAPH SERVICE DURING WORLD WAR 2 
J i m C a t t e r a l l 

General Background 

A i r g r a p h s w e r e c o n c e i v e d a s a w a y o f r e d u c i n g t h e b u l k o f m a i l c a r r i e d by a i r . 
T h e s y s t e m i n v o l v e d p h o t o g r a p h i n g l e t t e r s on t o 16mm f i l m , t r a n s p o r t i n g t h e f i l m 
b y a i r a n d t h e n p r i n t i n g e n l a r g e m e n t s f o r d e l i v e r y t o t h e a d d r e s s e e s by t h e 
r e g u l a r p o s t a l s e r i c e . S t a n d a r d a i r g r a p h f o r m s , w h i c h e v e n t u a l l y e x i s t e d i n many 
v a r i a t i o n s , h a d t o be u s e d f o r w r i t i n g t h e o r i g i n a l l e t t e r s . 

T h e b e n e f i t s w e r e e x p r e s s e d c l e a r l y b y a p r e s s r e l e a s e b y t h e G.P.O. i n 1942 
w h i c h s t a t e d " T w o b a g s o f m a i l w e i g h i n g 5 0 1 b s c o n t a i n some 1 5 0 0 l e t t e r s ; a f i l m 
r o l l r e p r e s e n t i n g e x a c t l y t h e s a m e n u m b e r o f l e t t e r s w e i g h s o n l y a f e w o u n c e s . " 

On A p r i l 2 2 n d 1 9 4 1 t h e f i r s t a i r g r a p h s e r v i c e w a s a n n o u n c e d , i t w a s f r o m t h e 
M i d d l e E a s t t o L o n d o n , t h e f i l m i n g b e i n g done a t C a i r o a n d t h e p r i n t i n g by K o d a k 
i n E n g l a n d . L a t e r i n t h e y e a r on A u g u s t 5 t h a r e t u r n s e r v i c e f r o m E n g l a n d w a s 
b e g u n . S e r v i c e s t o o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d s o o n f o l l o w e d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e G.P.O. 2 0 m i l l i o n a i r g r a p h s w e r e s e n t d u r i n g t h e f i r s t y e a r o f 
o p e r a t i o n a n d a t o t a l o f 3 0 0 - 3 5 0 m i l l i o n w a s r e a c h e d b e f o r e t h e s e r v i c e e n d e d on 
J u l y 3 1 s t 1 9 4 5 . T o b e g i n w i t h t h e c o s t t o t h e u s e r o f s e n d i n g a m e s s a g e w a s 3 d 
b u t t h e s e r v i c e w a s o n l y a v a i l a b l e t o o r f r o m m e m b e r s o f t h e F o r c e s . L a t e r , t h e 
s e r v i c e w a s o p e n e d f o r m e s s a g e s b e t w e e n c i v i l i a n s a t a c o s t o f 8 d . On O c t o b e r 
2 5 t h 1 9 4 3 t h e r a t e w a s s t a n d a r d i s e d a t 3 d f o r e v e r y o n e . 

T h e a i r g r a p h s e r v i c e t o S o u t h e r n A f r i c a w a s opened o f f i c i a l l y on May 1 s t 1 9 4 2 
a l t h o u g h R . A . F . p e r s o n n e l i n S . A f r i c a a n d S . R h o d e s i a h a d b e e n u s i n g t h e f a c i l i t i e s 
f o r s ome m o n t h s p r e v i o u s l y . A i r g r a p h f o r m s f r o m S . A f r i c a h a d t o be s e n t t o 
N a i r o b i f o r f i l m i n g a n d i n c o m i n g f i l m s h a d t o go t o J o h a n n e s b u r g f o r p r i n t i n g . 

Bechuanaland 

A i r g r a p h s e i t h e r t o o r f r o m B e c h u a n a l a n d a r e e x t r e m e l y s c a r c e a n d t h e f e w I h a v e 
s e e n a r e d u e t o M a j o r C r e a s y who w a s d e p u t y P r o v o s t M a r s h a l l a t B u l a w a y o . M a j o r 
C r e a s y c o m m u n i c a t e d w i t h h i s f r i e n d s w o r l d - w i d e w h e r e v e r t h e r e w a s a n a i r g r a p h 
s e r v i c e a n d e v e n t u a l l y f o r m e d a n e x t e n s i v e c o l l e c t i o n . Due t o t h e l a r g e n u m b e r 
o f s e r v i c e m e n , m a i n l y R . A . F . , i n R h o d e s i a a n d n o t l e a s t t o t h e a c t i v i t y o f M a j o r 
C r e a s y , a i r g r a p h s t o a n d f r o m R h o d e s i a a r e c o m p a r a t i v e l y common. H o w e v e r , t h e 
M a j o r d i d s e n d a f e w e x a m p l e s f r o m F r a n c i s t o w n i n t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e . 

V a r i o u s t y p e s o f a i r g r a p h f o r m w e r e i n u s e i n R h o d e s i a a n d S o u t h A f r i c a b u t i n 
h i s book ' A i r g r a p h Handbook ' , E . H . K e e t o n s p e c i f i c a l l y m e n t i o n s t w o a s b e i n g u s e d 
i n B e c h u a n a l a n d ; 

1 . K e e t o n C a t . t y p e S A / X I A - a p i c t o r i a l C h r i s t m a s G r e e t i n g f o r m o f w h i c h t w o 
e x a m p l e s a r e i l l u s t r a t e d , b o t h p o s t m a r k e d F r a n c i s t o w n 2 3 r d Nov. 1 9 4 4 , 
F i g , l T o M r s C r e a s y i n Y o r k s h i r e , 
F i g , 2 T o A / C d r . T o w n e s e n d a t R , A . F . s t a t i o n , H e n l o w , 

2 , K e e t o n C a t . t y p e S A / 4 E - a s t a n d a r d l e t t e r t y p e . Not i l l u s t r a t e d a s n o 
e x a m p l e a v a i l a b l e b u t i t w o u l d be s i m i l a r i n g e n e r a l l a y - o u t t o t h e B r i t i s h 
t y p e s h o w n i n F i g , 3 . 

I n t h e t y p e c o d e s a b o v e t h e f i n a l l e t t e r s ' A ' a n d ' E ' , a l t h o u g h d i f f e r e n t , m e r e l y 
mean i n e a c h c a s e , u s e d i n B e c h u a n a l a n d . 

F i g . 3 s h o w s a s t a n d a r d l e t t e r a i r g r a p h f r o m E n g l a n d w h i c h i s a r e p l y t o C r e a s y 
f r o m A / C d r . T o w n e s e n d - s e e F i g . 2 . T h i s b e a r s t h e H e n l o w Camp d a t e s t a m p o f Dec 
1 8 t h . I l l u s t r a t e d a t F i g . 4 i s t h e o f f i c i a l b i - l i n g u a l S o u t h A f r i c a n e n v e l o p e u s e d 
f o r d e l i v e r y . T h e e n v e l o p e i s b a c k s t a m p e d w i t h d a t e o f r e c e i p t a t F r a n c i s t o w n , 3 0 
D e c . 4 4 , w h i l s t t h e f r o n t s h o w s t h e d a t e o f r e - d i r e c t i o n t o B u l a w a y o , 2 J a n . 4 5 , 
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A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s 

' A i r g r a p h Handbook ' by E . H . K e e t o n 
' J . S t e p h e n ' s A i r g r a p h a n d V M a i l C a t a l o g u e ' 
T h e a i r g r a p h i l l u s t r a t i o n F i g . 2 by c o u r t e s y o f L t . C o l . S i r J o h n I n g l e f i e l d - W a t s o n 
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by 

J o h n I n g l e f i e l d - W a t s o n 

H o l m e s i n h i s book r e c o r d s t h e q u a n t i t i e s p r i n t e d o f v a r i o u s d e f i n i t i v e a n d 
c o m m e m o r a t i v e p o s t a g e s t a m p s , p o s t a g e d u e s t a m p s a n d i t e m s o f p o s t a l s t a t i o n e r y 
f r o m 1 9 3 2 o n w a r d s . He s t a t e s on p a g e 1 3 4 t h a t t h e s t a m p s r e t a i n e d by t h e C r o w n 
A g e n t s i n L o n d o n f o r ' S p e c i m e n s ' a n d f o r s u p p l i e s t o d e a l e r s w e r e a d d i t i o n a l t o 
t h o s e s e n t t o t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e , H i s P r e f a c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e s o u r c e o f h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n w a s t h e l a t e M a j o r H,M. C r i d d l e , A r t i c l e s p u b l i s h e d by M a j o r C r i d d l e 
i n t h e J o u r n a l o f t h e K i n g G e o r g e V I C o l l e c t o r s S o c i e t y s h o w t h a t he e x t r a c t e d 
t h e i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m t h e R e q u i s i t i o n B o o k s now h e l d i n t h e C r o w n A g e n t s ' a r c h i v e 
a t t h e B r i t i s h L i b r a r y . 

My own r e c e n t e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e s e R e q u i s i t i o n B o o k s r e v e a l t h a t f o r e a c h 
r e q u i s i t i o n t h e e n t r i e s i n t h e t h r e e c o l u m n s r e l a t e t o q u a n t i t i e s : t h e q u a n t i t y 
r e q u i s i t i o n e d , t h e q u a n t i t y d e s p a t c h e d a n d , i n a ' R e m a r k s ' c o l u m n , t h e q u a n t i t y , i f 
a n y , r e t a i n e d b y t h e C r o w n A g e n t s , I c o u l d f i n d no e v i d e n c e t o s u p p o r t o r d i s 
c o u n t t h e C r i d d l e / H o l m e s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t t h e q u a n t i t i e s r e t a i n e d b y t h e C r o w n 
A g e n t s w e r e a d d i t i o n a l t o t h o s e d e s p a t c h e d a n d t h e s t a f f o f t h e B r i t i s h L i b r a r y 
P h i l a t e l i c C o l l e c t i o n s w e r e u n a b l e t o p r o v i d e a n y d e f i n i t i v e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 
H o w e v e r , t h e y u n d e r t o o k t o i n v e s t i g a t e f u r t h e r . 

T h e o u t c o m e i s g i v e n i n t h e f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t f r o m t h e C u r a t o r o f t h e P h i l a t e l i c 
C o l l e c t i o n s ' l e t t e r t o me, d a t e d 1 O c t o b e r 1 9 9 2 : 

" I h a v e now h a d a r e p l y f r o m t h e C r o w n A g e n t s S t a m p B u r e a u c o n c e r n i n g t h e p o i n t s 
r a i s e d w h e n y o u v i s i t e d u s l a s t month . 

T h e q u a n t i t i e s r e q u i s i t i o n e d a r e t h e q u a n t i t i e s a s k e d f o r b y t h e C o u n t r y ( c o l o n y ) 
p l u s t h e q u a n t i t i e s r e q u i r e d by t h e C r o w n A g e n t s m a k i n g t h e t o t a l q u a n t i t i e s t o 
be o r d e r e d f o r p r i n t i n g by a p r i n t e r . 

T h e q u a n t i t i e s d e s p a t c h e d i n c l u d e t h e q u a n t i t i e s s h o w n i n t h e r e m a r k s c o l u m n f o r 
t h e B u r e a u a n d s p e c i m e n n e e d s , " 

I t i s t h e r e f o r e a p p a r e n t t h a t , u n l e s s t h e C r o w n A g e n t s a r e m i s t a k e n a b o u t t h e i r 
f o r m e r r e c o r d i n g s y s t e m , t h e C r i d d l e / H o l m e s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s w r o n g . F o r some 
i s s u e s , b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y n o t f o r a l l . H o l m e s d o e s r e c o r d s e p a r a t e l y t h e q u a n 
t i t i e s r e t a i n e d by t h e C r o w n A g e n t s , W h e r e h e d o e s , i t i s p o s s i b l e t o a r r i v e a t 
t h e a c t u a l q u a n t i t i e s p r i n t e d by d e d u c t i n g t h e q u a n t i t i e s r a t a i n e d f r o m h i s g r a n d 
t o t a l s . F o r t h e r e m a i n i n g i s s u e s e i t w i l l be n e c e s s a r y t o e x t r a c t r e v i s e d 
f i g u r e s f r o m t h e R e q u i s i t i o n B o o k s . 
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STELLALAND REVENUES 

A l a n M a c G r e g o r 

T h i s a r t i c l e i s a n a t t e m p t t o r e c o r d w h a t e x i s t s i n S t e l l a l a n d R e v e n u e s t a m p s . 

I t i s b a s e d on n o t e s made w h e n e v e r I r e c o r d e d S t e l l a l a n d R e v e n u e s i n p r i v a t e 
c o l l e c t i o n s , e x h i b i t s o r on a u c t i o n . I n e a c h c a s e , I n o t e d t h e n u m b e r s o f e a c h 
v a l u e a n d w h e t h e r t h e y w e r e : w i t h o u t monogram; w i t h ' J P M ' monogram u p r i g h t ; o r 
w i t h ' J P M ' monogram i n v e r t e d , a n d i n e a c h c a s e w h e t h e r m i n t o r u s e d . I h a v e 
t o t a l l e d t h e s e f i g u r e s a n d t a b u l a t e d t h e m b e l o w , A s t h e r e m u s t be many more 
r e v e n u e s t h a t I h a v e n o t r e c o r d e d , t h i s t a b l e c a n o n l y g i v e a n i n d i c a t i o n , t h o u g h 
p r o b a b l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , o f r e l a t i v e s c a r c i t y . 

A l s o r e c o r d e d a r e a l l t h e ' i m p e r f o r a t e b e t w e e n ' v a r i e t i e s I h a v e b e e n a b l e t o 
t r a c e , t h o u g h a g a i n , t h e r e a r e p r o b a b l y o t h e r v a r i e t i e s i n e x i s t e n c e . I w o u l d be 
g r a t e f u l t o h e a r f r o m m e m b e r s who c a n a d d t o e i t h e r l i s t i n g . 

w r m o u T MONOGRAM •JPM" MO^K)GRAM UPRIGHT •JPM' MONOGRAM INVI 

V A L U E MINT USED MINT USED MINT USED 

6 d 6 14 15 5 5 NES NES 

I s 8 6 6 3 7 3 10 

l s 6 d 9 12 . 4 1 2 2 4 NES 

2 s 4 7 45 19 NES^ NES 

2 s 6 d 4 7 18 NES 2 18 5 

5 s 19 14 3 8 11 N E S NES 

1 0 s 42 15 9 5 3 0 NES 

f l 2 0 2 19 NES 1 

£5 6 14 11 I S 2 

NES = No E x a m p l e S e e n 

1 . L o t 1 0 1 3 on T h e R o b s o n L o w e a u c t i o n o f 1 5 t h J u n e 1 9 8 3 c o n s i s t e d o f a r a n g e 
o f 12 S t e l l a l a n d r e v e n u e s . T h e d e s c r i p t i o n s t a t e d t h a t i t c o n t a i n e d a 2 s 
v a l u e w i t h monogram i n v e r t e d . T h e l o t w a s n o t i l l u s t r a t e d a n d I h a v e b e e n 
u n a b l e t o c o n f i r m t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h i s s t a m p . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t ' 2 / - ' w a s 
a m i s p r i n t f o r t h e 2 s 6 d v a l u e . 

2 . R e p o r t e d by Ron C a r l s o n i n Forerunners Vol IV No.2, July/Oct 1990 - Journal 
of the Philatelic Society For Greater Southern Africa, a n d by p e r s o n a l c o r 
r e s p o n d e n c e . 
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IMPERFORATE V A R I E T I E S 

V e r t i c a l p a i r s , c o m p l e t e l y i m p e r f o r a t e , o f t h e 6 d a n d I s v a l u e s , i n t h e i s s u e d o r 
c l o s e t o i s s u e d c o l o u r s , h a v e b e e n r e c o r d e d . T h e f o l l o w i n g i m p e r f o r a t e s i n g l e s , 
a l s o i n i s s u e d / c l o s e t o i s s u e d c o l o u r s , h a v e b e e n r e c o r d e d (mos t c o p i e s h a v e 
m a r g i n s l a r g e e n o u g h t o p r e c l u d e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e i r p e r f o r a t i o n s h a v e 
b e e n t r i m m e d o f f ) : 6 d , I s , l s 6 d , 2 s 6 d , 5 s , 1 0 s , £ 5 , 

T h e f o l l o w i n g s e v e n ' i m p e r f o r a t e b e t w e e n ' i t e m s h a v e e i t h e r b e e n s e e n by me o r 
h a v e b e e n r e c o r d e d f r o m r e l i a b l e s o u r c e s : 
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1 . 1 0 s 

2 . 5 d 

3 . 

4. 

5 . 

6, 

l s 6 d 

2 s 

2 s 

2 s 

7. 1 0 s 

( w i t h o u t ' J P M ' ) . I m p e r f , v e r t i c a l l y b e t w e e n h o r i z o n t a l p a i r . T h e p a i r i s 
a l s o i m p e r f . v e r t i c a l l y a t l e f t a n d r i g h t s i d e s ( R e f . l & 5 ) . 

' J P M ' ( u p r i g h t ? ) . I m p e r f . v e r t i c a l l y b e t w e e n h o r i z o n t a l p a i r , w i t h r i g h t 
s h e e t m a r g i n . T h e p a i r i s a l s o i m p e r f . b e t w e e n s t a m p a n d r i g h t m a r g i n 
a n d a t l e f t s i d e . C a n c e l l e d R.M. V r y b u r g o v a l a n d i n i t i a l s ' E C B / 2 2 X I I 
8 6 ' . ( R e f . 2 ) 

' J P M ' ( u p r i g h t ) . I m p e r f . v e r t i c a l l y b e t w e e n h o r i z o n t a l s t r i p o f 3 ( R e f . 5 ) . 

' J P M ' ( u p r i g h t ) . I m p e r f . v e r t i c a l l y b e t w e e n h o r i z o n t a l m a r g i n a l p a i r f r o m 
t h e b o t t o m o f s h e e t , a l s o i m p e r f . a t l e f t & r i g h t v e r t i c a l s i d e s ( R e f . l ) . 

' J P M ' ( u p r i g h t ? ) . I m p e r f . h o r i z o n t a l l y b e t w e e n v e r t i c a l p a i r ( R e f . 3 ) . 

' J P M ' ( u p r i g h t ) . I m p e r f . h o r i z o n t a l l y b e t w e e n s t a m p a n d b o t t o m m a r g i n 
( R e f . l ) . 

' J P M ' ( i n v e r t e d ) . I m p e r f . h o r i z o n t a l l y b e t w e e n v e r t i c a l p a i r ( R e f 4 ) . 

Note : I t e m s 1 - 4 w e r e p r e s u m a b l y f r o m s h e e t s w h i c h h a d a t l e a s t t h r e e a d j a c e n t 
v e r t i c a l r o w s i m p e r f o r a t e . 

R e f . l 

R e f . 2 

I n t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f C e d r i c R o c h 6 . 

E x l o t 1 0 1 4 , R o b s o n L o w e A u c t i o n 1 5 / 6 / 8 3 . 

R e f . 3 : H o l m e s , i n h i s book The Postage Stamps, Postal Stationery, and Postmarks 
of the Bechuanalands, r e c o r d s ( p 3 1 ) t h a t v e r t i c a l p a i r s o f t h e 2 s a n d 1 0 s v a l u e s 
w i t h ' J P M ' , e x i s t w i t h t h e v a r i e t y ' i m p e r f o r a t e b e t w e e n ' . He d o e s n o t s t a t e i f t h e 
o v e r p r i n t s a r e u p r i g h t o r i n v e r t e d , 

R e f . 4 : E x A M a c G r e g o r , 

R e f , 5 : T h e A u g u s t , 1 9 3 8 , i s s u e o f The South 
African Philatelist c a r r i e d t h e a d v e r t i s e m e n t 
i l l u s t r a t e d a l o n g s i d e by : 'A L i c h t e n s t e i n ' o f 
B l o e m f o n t e i n , O F S , o f f e r i n g S t e l l a l a n d r e v e n u e s . 

A m o n g s t t h e i n t e r e s t i n g i t e m s on o f f e r w a s t h e 
' i m p e r f b e t w e e n h o r i z o n t a l s t r i p o f 3 ' ( w i t h o u t 
' J P M ' , s i m i l a r t o i t e m 1 ) a n d a n ' i m p e r f b e t w e e n 
p a i r ' o f t h e l s 6 d ( w i t h ' J P M ' - i t e m 3 ) . 

O f e q u a l i n t e r e s t i n t h e a b o v e a d v e r t i s e m e n t 
i s t h e o f f e r ( a t f r a c t i o n s o f f a c e v a l u e ! ) o f : 
" c o m p l e t e m i n t s h e e t s , o f 42 s t a m p s e a c h . . . " : 

2 s 6 d , 5 s a n d 1 0 s ( a l l w i t h o u t ' J P M ' ) 

l s 6 d , 2 s a n d 5 s ( a l l w i t h ' J P M ' u p r i g h t ) 

l s 6 d ( w i t h ' J P M ' i n v e r t e d ) . 

H o l m e s ( p 3 1 ) s t a t e s " C o m p l e t e s h e e t s o f a l l 
v a l u e s h a v e n o t b e e n s e e n , b u t t h e 2 s 6 d w a s 
p r i n t e d i n s h e e t s o f 42 (6 h o r i z o n t a l r o w s o f ji 
7 ) , " I t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t a t l e a s t f o u r o t h e r 
v a l u e s s h a r e d t h i s f o r m a t . 

S T E L L A L A N D 
Special offer of a chance purchase of the 
scarce large-sized Fiscal stamps of this 
territory. A l l guaranteed genuine in 
every respect—and mint. 
S e t of 10 v a r i e t i e s , 1/6 to £ 5 — s o m e w i t h o v e r -
j i r i n t M o n o j j r a m — o t h e r s w i t h o u t o v e r p r i n t — 
some w i t h the o / p t i n v e r t e d , p r i c e for the set . 
5 /6 . 

D i t t o , i n m i n t l i l o c k s of - l . p r i c e 2 1 / -

T h e v e r y r a r e e r r o r : i m p e r f . b e t w e e n , 1 0 / - , no 
o / p t , h o r i z o n t a l s t r i p o f 3, p r i c e 15 /6 . 
D i t t o , 1/6 v a l u e w i t h o / p t , i i n c a t a l o j ^ u e d , h o r i 
z o n t a l s t r i j i of '-i, p r i c e 1 7 / 6 . 

A l s o : C o m p l e t e m i n t sheets , of 42 s t a m p s e a c h , 
o f : N o o / p t 2 /6 a t 1 0 / 6 , 5 / - a t 2 5 / - , 1 0 / - a t 
1 5 / 6 , w i t h o/j>t 1/6 at 1 0 / 6 , 2 / - a t 1 0 / 6 , 5 / -
a t 1 5 / 6 , o / p t i n v e r t e d l / 6 d a t 2 1 / - ; p r i c e p e r 
sheet . 
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E A R L Y B E C H U A N A L A N D A N D M A S H O N A L A N D M A I L -
T H E P A R K E R C O R R E S P O N D E N C E 

Alan R Drysdall and J i m Catterall 

Gerald Longley Parker, who was born in 1871, left for A f r i ca i n 1889 to take up a position 
which had been obtained for h im by the Hon. Maurice Gifford, a friend of the family, wi th the 
Bechuanaland Exploration Companyi . Init ial ly he was employed in the Company's store at Palachwe, 
but on the 19th August, 1890, he set out for Mashonaland i n an ox-wagon - a mode of transport he 
described as 'cow-trekking' - in the wake of Ceci l Rhodes' Pioneer Column. He was to represent his 
employers, and establish a source of supplies for the Pioneers. He arrived in Salisbury i n December 
1890. For the next few years he was to undertake a number of trading expeditions before settling i n 
Bulawayo to manage the Company's mining interests in Matabeleland. He left Afr i ca in 1901, and died 
i n 1947 (1) . 

Many, i f not a l l , of the letters Gerald Parker wrote to his parents while he was i n Afr i ca are 
lodged wi th the National Archives in Harare, Zimbabwe. The contents of a selection are summarised by 
Baxter and B u r k e (2 ) , and the National Archives has kindly supplied photocopies of others which were 
sent i n the covers described below. These covers were evidently sold by the family, but it is doubtfitl i f 
they were recognised for what they were. Several, for example, despite being franked wi th 
Bechuanaland stamps and bearing strikes of Bechuanaland datestamps, originated i n Mashonaland. 
One has been recently described (3) , and it was as a result of that article that others have been found. 

F i v e of the covers sent by Gerald Parker were in the Holmes Collection, and are described i n 
the catalogue for the sale (4) . T w o others in private collections are known, and fiirther examples from 
whi ch the stamps have been removed are among the papers lodged with the National Archives. Others 
may we l l exist. A l l are addressed to the Hon. C T . Parker or his wife at The Paddocks, Eccleston, 
Chester, and are annotated on the face, presumably by the Parkers to remind them of the dates on wh i ch 
the enclosed letters from their son, which were evidently kept i n the envelopes i n which they were 
received, were written. 

Extracts from the letters are reproduced below verbatim. Spelling was not one of Gerald's 
strong points, but his mistakes add a flavour of authenticity and have not been corrected. The 
punctuation, as is usually the case in private letters, is mininal , and such commas and ful l stops as are 
essential have been added. 

The Mashonaland - Bechuanaland mail route 

M a i l despatches to and from the Pioneer Column were the responsibility of B r i t i s h South Afr i ca 
Company ( B . S . A . Co.) Police despatch riders. Letters from the Pioneers were carried southwards along 
the Selous Road to Fort T u l i . From there the mail was transported v i a Macloutsie to Palachwe (also 
known as Palapye or Palapswi) by ox-carts operated by the B . S . A . Co. A surprising number of these 
letters have survived, some in private collections and others in the National Archives of Zimbabwe, and 
we know from them the dates on which mai l was despatched from the Column - and some of the dates 
on wh i ch incoming mai l was received - and from datestamps on the covers we know the dates on which 
the letters entered the mails in Bechuanaland Protectorate and passed through Cape T o w n , etc.(5). 

Because the B . S . A . Co. was delivering the mai l from Mashonaland to Palachwe (and later 
Macloutsie), as far as the Bechuanaland authorities were concerned it had to be franked i n accordance 
wi th the rates applicable to mai l originating in Bechuanaland Protectorate. T h i s was the rate applicable 
to mai l originating in B r i t i s h Bechuanaland plus 2d per half ounce. The Br i t i sh Bechuanaland rate for a 

1 Tlie Bechuanaland Exploration Co. was originally formed to operate a concession obtained by Frank Johnson and 
his associates (Harry Borrow, Maurice Heany, Ted Burnett and Jack Spreckley) from the Matabele King, 
Lobengula. The financial backing was provided by Lord Gifford and George Cawston. Gifford and Cawston 
subsequently sold out to Rliodes and became Directors of the B.S.A. Co. The Bechuanaland Exploration Co. 
became anotlier of Cecil Rhodes companies. 
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half-ounce letter addressed to the U K was 6d; the equivalent Bechuanaland Protectorate rate was 
therefore 8d. 

Cover 1 

T h e earliest of the known Parker covers i n private hands is franked wi th a single copy of an 
overprinted B r i t i s h Bechuanaland 6d stamp ( S G 26), which was cancelled at Mafeking on ' M Y 29 / 
(90 ) ' . T h e cover is annotated'May 29 1890'. 

T h e letter is headed "Mafeking / May 29* " . Parker had stopped overnight i n Mafeking en 
route to Palapye, and most of the letter is concerned with complaints regarding the state of the road, and 
the problem of obtaining accomodation. 

Cover 2 

T h e second of the known covers i n a private collection is franked wi th a single copy of an 
unoverprinted B r i t i s h Bechuanaland 6d stamp ( S G 14), which was cancelled at Mafeking on ' A U 9 / 90 ' 
T h e cover is annotated 'July 23 ' . 

f • ^ 
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In the letter, which is headed "Palapye / July 23^ / 1890", Parker starts by mentioning plans to 
travel to Mashonaland, and continues: 

"Latest reports from them [the Pioneers] tell us that they have gone about 35 miles in from their 
camp on the Sashi River, near the junction of the Tuli R. and the Sashi R. , making a road as they go 
along. Hartley Hi l l is several hundred miles up. I advise you to get a map entitled 'A map of the 
Matabeli, Mashona and Bamangwato countries, etc ' by George Cawston published by Edward Stanford . 
. . so that you wi l l be able at least to follow the movements of the Chartered Co. . . I should very much 
like to have some papers sent out as one does not get very much home news from the Colonial papers. 

"Things are I tliink a bit better here, but still the Police are short of provisions, but one can't tell 
very well how badly offtliey are as tliey grumble so dreadfully. . . A young Morier pass[ed] through here 
the other day to join the B.S.A. Police, the son of the Ambassador at St. Petersburg, probably the one who 
shot himself (I didn't like to ask him though.) An enormous person I don't know how he wi l l be able to 
get a horse big enougli to carry him. There is a Capt Molyneux here; he came down from the camp last 
week intending to go on down to Kimberley, but was so i l l from fever that he had to stay here. . . 

" I enclose a letter to Mrs Hughs. I only got it last night and she wrote it on April 29*. It was 
addressed, British Soutli Africa Co., Macloutsi Camp. So it went there and was returned, so I receive[d] 
it 3 months after it was written. Somebody must have addressed it like that in Kimberley as it has a Cape 
Colony stamp on it with Kimberley postmark and dated 31 May." 

It is evident from this letter that Parker was at this time at Palachwe. There is also little doubt 
that the letter entered the mails at Mafeking, so it would seem that he must have asked someone who 
was travelling south to post his letter for him. 

Cover 3 

The franking of cover 3 comprises a horizontal pair of the Bechuanaland Protectorate 
'Fourpence' on halfjpenny provisionals (SG 53) cancelled with strikes of the 'SHOSHONG' datestamp 
dated 'AU 22 / 90'. (Shoshong closed in 1889 when Khama moved his capital to the new township of 
Palachwe, but the Shoshong datestamp was used at Palachwe until late August 1890 - see Table 1.) The 
letter passed through Mafeking on 'AU 27 /90' and Cape Town on 'SP 2 / 90', and was received 
in Chester on 'SP 22 / 90'. 

This is another of the covers which was in the Holmes Collection (6). It is annotated to record 
that the enclosed letter was written on the 17th and 18th August, 1890, that is immediately before Parker 
set out for Mashonaland. The letter itself is headed "Palapye / or Palatswe / Aug. 18* 1890". 
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"The mail has come in and brought me two lots as you sent the last direct. . . I don't think we 
shall get off now til l tomorrow (early?). You have no idea what a bother it is to get a wagon off." . . . [A 
crude drawing of a wagon is included here.] This is our wagon and we sleep in the covered part. A l l the 
rest is loaded up with boxes and provisions for Mr Harman. We shall travel at the rate of about 20 miles 
per day (at least I hope so). I ought to tell you that the Co.'s prospect as far as the trading association is 
concerned is doing well, and tlie only tiling that saved it was Gifford's going down to Kimberley when he 
did. One of the Rosenthalls is up here now, or rather has gone onto the camp 120 miles from here." 

Cover 4 

The franking of cover 4 comprises a vertical pair of the British Bechuanaland 'Fourpence' on 
halfpenny provisionals (SG 53) cancelled with strikes of the 'PALACHWE / KHAMAS TOWN' 
datestamp dated 'SP 26 / 90'. The letter was routed via Mafeking ('OC 1 /90') and Cape Town ('OC 7 
/90'), and was sorted at Birmingham and again at Chester on 'OC 29 / 90'. 

The first mail despatched by the Pioneers from Salisbury was sent only days after the camp had 
been established. These letters passed through Palachwe on the 3rd October, 1890, and Mafeking six 
days later. The previous despatch, from the Umfuli River crossing, reached Palachwe on the 18th 
September, and Mafeking on the 23rd September. We know that it was the intention to despatch mail 
once a week, but it was not always possible to do so. For example it is evident that there should have 
been a despatch which reached Palachwe on or about the 26th September, but either there was no 
despatch or the despatch riders failed to reach Tuli in time for the despatch from there which would 
have been timed to reached Palachwe before the southbound mails from that office were closed. 

There evidently was, however, a mail despatch from Tuli on or about the 21st September as this 
cover is annotated 'Sep. 21. 1890', and we know that Parker was at Tuli at this time (7). Baxter and 
Burke (8) summarise the contents of the letter as follows: 

"Describes Fort Tul i ; is anxious to anticipate B.S.A. Co. in supplying troops in Mashonaland 
with provisions; discredits newspaper reports about misadventures of Pioneer Column; disadvantages of 
appointing a regular clergyman to Khama's country [Bechuanaland Protectorate]." 

C o v e r s 

The franking of cover 5 comprises four 1887 British Bechuanaland 2d stamps (SG 11) - a 
vertical strip of three and a single - which are cancelled with strikes of the 'PALACHWE / KHAMAS 
TOWN' datestamp dated 'OC 10 / 90'. The Mafeking datestamp struck on the face of the cover is dated 
'OC 16 / 90'. The auction catalogue of the Holmes Collection (9) records that Cape Town and Chester 

- 5 1 3 - THE RUNNER POST Issue 30 Narch 1993 



datestamps are struck on the reverse, but gives no further details. The accompanying illustration is 
reproduced below. It is, however, incomplete, and it is not known therefore whether or not this cover 
bears a date in manuscript to record when the enclosed letter was written. 

We know from other Pioneer mail, for example Puzey cover ArP.15 (10), that mail from 
Mashonaland which passed through Palachwe on the 10th October and Mafeking six days later was 
despatched from Salisbury on or about the 23rd September. We also know that Parker wrote letters 
when he was at Tuli, two of which are dated the 21st September (11) and the 15th October (12). This 
particular cover must therefore have been posted in Tuli. However, the first part of the letter it 
contained is headed, "101 miles N E / of Fort Tuli / October 4* / 1890.". 

"The last post past [sic] us for Tuli on the 30*. We have been going steadily on since on that 
day one of the wagons, whilst crossing a river, got a wheel into a rut and came over. . . The country is 
improving as we go on; the grass is much greener and there is reported to be lots of game. On the night of 
the 30 we encamped at one of the post stations were [sic] the riders change horses. Some of the 
policemen had been out the niglit before and they had seen 6 lions.. . 

"Our driver has taken to starting at most unearthly hours in the morning. These last two days 
we have started at 1.30 a.m., and one of us has to turn out to drive the horses. Yesterday it was my turn, 
and we trekked for 2 hours and came to tlie water in an open place surrounded with kopjies (hills) 
composed of huge blocks of rock. There were a lot of natives here, and we wondered were [sic] their huts 
were, and at last we discovered them right high up perched on the boulders. They looked most 
inaccesable [sic], but these natives with tlieir bare feet easily find a foot hold were [sic] we would not. It 
looked most dangerous for the cliildren as the huts were built anywhere, on the edge of a precipice or on 
the top of a round rock, etc. A l l the tribes here on this side of the Sashi are subject to Lobengula. . ." 

The second part of the letter is headed, "Oct 11th 1890 Fort Tuli". 

"Back again, wi l l misfortunes ever cease. Last Saturday was most fatal for us. We started at 
1.30 a.m. We went for an hour and broke a dissleboom, went for a mile and broke another, went 15 yards 
and ran the wagon onto a stump . . . nearly 8 hours going about 5 miles. But greater misfortune was in 
store, which also brings me back here. We went a mile and a half, the spokes of the damaged wheel all 
came out. Wliat were we to do 100 miles from any wheelwright on either side? A l l we could do was to 
come back. So I took a wheel off tlie other wagon, and started down last Monday in an open wagon. I got 
to a post station next day, and found the post had just come in, but no letters for me. They had been put 
into the Fort Victoria bag . . . and also this last mail, as it left just before I arrived here, so there are three 
weeks letters wating for me somewere [sic]. I shan't be able to get them for nearly a month. . . 

"It got very dark . . . I heard a horse coming up from behind at full gallop, and I was presently 
challenged 'who's that?'. I luckily shouted out, or else as I afterwards discovered, I might have been shot. 
It was a policeman with a despatch and who, havmg heard I was in front, was riding hard to catch me up. 
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but as I was leading the horse he saw only a dark mass in the road; he thought I was a lion. He had, as he 
says, been attacked by two lions a few days before, but nobody beheves him. . . I went up to breakfast 
with the police and while I was there a niger [sic] brouglit in the ear of a donkey. . . There must have been 
about 4 or more lions about. . . 

"Friday the post passed, but as I said before my letters were locked up. . . Shall we ever get to 
Mt Hampden? We have tomorrow been two months on the way and have only gone 380 miles." 

Cover 6 

The franking of cover 6 comprises two copies of the 'Fourpence' on halfpenny provisional (SG 
53) cancelled with strikes of the 'PALACHWE / KHAMAS TOWN' datestamp dated ' 2 1 NO / 90' . The 
cover was backstamped at Mafeking ('NO 26 /90 ' ) and Cape Town ('DE 2 /90 ' ) . 

The cover is annotated 'Nov. 7 1890'. The letter it contained is headed "Fort Victoria / 
Moshonoland / November 7 * 1890". (It is peppered with spelling mistakes.) 

" I actually got a packet of letters when I got here, which was yesterday morning, dated Sept. 
1 1 ^ . . 

"Nov 8*. . . . We have treked about 6 miles from Victoria to a river and did some prospecting 
for aluvial gold, and we did not find any. . . 

"This is totaly a diferent country now. . . we are 1000 ft higher. . . This land is accessable by a 
pass ten miles long tlirough 2 ranges of hills, and called Providential Pass. . . We have left the bush 
behind now, and have come into a table land with hardly a tree and a few hills scattered here and there. 
There is any amoxmt of quartz, but no reef gold has been found as yet, though alluvial gold has been found 
in the rivers. 

" I sold off some of my goods at the Fort, but only realised £100. 

"The post has just come, but no letters as usual. I don't expect any now til l I get to Mt 
Hampden. 

"We have been on our journey 3 mos and 3 days. . . we never caught up Harman." 

- 6 1 5 - THE RUNNER POST Issue 30 March 1993 



Table 1 The letters sent by Gerald Parker when he was in British Bechuanaland and Bechuanaland 
Protectorate, and while he was en route to Fort Salisbury 

D A T E OF P A R K E R ' S NATIONAL M U T I L A T E D C O V E R IN A E A R L I E S T 
L E i l E R L O C A T I O N A R C H I V E S C O V E R P R I V A T E D A T E S T A M P -

FOLIO Nos. IN NATIONAL C O L L E C T I O N P A L A C H W E ( l ) 
(PA 4/1/1) A R C H I V E S M A F E K I N G ( 2 ) 

K I M B E R L E Y ( 3 ) 
23. 5.1890 Kimberley 9-12 X 24. 5.1890(3) 
29. 5.1890 Mafeking 13-16 X 29. 5.1890(2) 
5. 6.1890 Palapye 17-25 x 12.6.1890(2) 

15 . 6.1890 Palapye 26-31 x 25.6.1890(2) 
22.6.1890 Palapye 32-35 X 2. 7.1890(2) 
4. 7.1890 Palapye 36-39 7 
10.7.1890 Palapye 40-44 X 16. 7.1890(2) 
17, 7.1890 Palapye 45-47 X 22.7.1890(2)1 
23.7.1890 Palapye* 48-53 X 9. 8.1890(2) 
31. 7.1890 
1. 8.1890 

Palapye 54-57 X 6. 8.1890(2) 

6. 8.1890 Palapye 58-61 X 13. 8.1890(2) 
10/14. 
8.1890 

Palapye 62-65 X 20. 8.1890(2) 

17/18. 
8.1890 

Palapye 66-71 X 22. 8.90(11) 

23. 8.1890 nr Elabe(?) 72-77 X § 
28. 8.1890 Pakwe, 20 

miles from 
Macloutsie 

78-81 ? 

7. 9.1890J Macloutsie 82-87 X 11. 9.1890(2) 
14. 9.1890 between 

Macloutsie and 
Fort Tul i 

88-90 ? 

21. 9.1890 Fort Tuli 91-94 X 26. 9.1890(1) 
24. 9.1890 17 miles from 

Fort Tuli 
95-100 ? 

4/11. 101 miles N E of 101-108 X 10.10.1890(1) 
10.1890 Fort Tul i / 

Fort Tul i 
15.10.1890 Fort Tul i 109-113 X 
22.10.1890 Omsinguelese 

River# 
114-117 X 6.11.1890 (2) 

25.10.1890 90 miles from 
Fort Tul i 

118-122 X ? .11.1890(1) 
20.11.1890(2) 

31.10.90 m Lundi River 123-128 X 13.11.1890(2) 
7.11.1890 Fort Victoria 129-133 X 21.11.1890(1) 
12.11.1890 Beyond Fort 

Victoria 
134-137 X 28.11.1890(1) 

17.11.1890 Near Mount 
Wedza 

138-143 X 9.12.1890(2) 

25.11.1890 Fort Charter 144-149 X 12.12.1890(1) 
2.12.1890 Hartley Hills 150 X 17.12.1890(1) 
7.12.1890 Hartley Hills 151-158¥ X 31.12.1890(2) 
12.12.1890 Fort Salisbury 159-161 X 9. 1.1891(1) 

# Umzingwese (Umzingwane?) River * posted in Mafeking 
t the franking was cancelled with the Shoshong datestamp, but the date in this strike was removed with the stamp 
¥ two letters, one addressed to his mother and the otlier to his brother, apparently sent in the same envelope 
§ strike of datestamp completely removed with franking % the cover is armotated 2 September in manuscript 

Shoshong datestamp 
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Cover 7 

The franking of cover 7 comprises two copies of the 'Fourpence' on halfpenny provisional ( S G 
53) cancelled w i th strikes of the ' P A L A C H W E / K H A M A S T O W N ' datestamp dated '28 N O / 90' . The 
auction catalogue of the Holmes Collection (13) records that the cover was backstamped at Mafeking, 
Cape T o v m and Chester, but gives no further details. 

T h e cover is annotated 'Nov. 12'. Baxter and Burke (14) record that Parker was then "beyond 
Fort V ic tor ia " , and summarise the letter he wrote as follows: 

" ' I don't think I could get one [a farm] by applying as I am not in the B.S.A. Company. I could 
buy one after 2 years or i f he [his father] means gold claims - 1 have been told that the mere fact of my 
going into the country entitles me to 10 which I doubt and i f so my Co. would take them from me and give 
me a percentage, again our Co. gives any prospector £250 i f he fmds a payable reef; rumours that B.S.A. 
Company caimot bestow farms." 

Other letters provide a fascinating account of what life in the earliest days of the colonisation of 
Mashonaland was l ike. They record the prevalent rumours of fabulous discoveries of gold and 
diamonds, and convey the optimism which had motivated Rhodes and his Pioneers to colonise 
Mashonaland, and wh i ch was to lead to the invasion of Matabeleland and the eventual establishment of 
Rhodesia. They also contain information of postal history interest. For example, i n his letter dated the 
20th November, 1890, Parker records the setting up of a bullock-cart postal service l ink ing Fort Charter 
and Salisbury. 

There must be a possibility that at least some of the covers i n which these further letters were 
sent have survived. There are no Parker covers i n the collections of the Botswana Museum, but the 
collections of the National Archives of Zimbabwe include a number of mutilated covers from which the 
stamps have been removed. I f others exist, and the listing presented as Table 1 suggests that they do, 
they must be i n private hands or dealers' stocks. (These covers are identified i n Table 1 wi th a ' ? ' i n the 
column headed 'cover i n a private collection'.) 
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Addendum 

By a remarkable coincidence a cover sent by the 'young Morier' mentioned by Parker in his 
letter dated the 23rd July posted at Palachwe has recently come onto the market. It is illustrated below 
courtesy of John Taylor. 

The cover is addressed to Sir Robert Morier GCB GCMG, Ambassador to Russia, at the British 
Embassy, St Petersburg, and is franked with three 4d Bechuanaland Protectorate stamps (SG 53) and a 
horizontal pair of the Id duty (SG 41). (The rate paid. Is 2d, would of course have been the Protectorate 
rate for a half-ounce letter addressed to Russia.) The value of the cover is considerably enhanced by the 
fact that the right-hand stamp of the pair of Id stamps shows the variety 'small figure 1'. Each of the 
five stamps comprising the franking is individually cancelled with a strike of the Palachwe datestamp 
dated 'SP 26 / 90'. A further datestamp on the face of the cover records that it passed through Mafeking 
on 'OC 1 / 90'. The backstamps are a poorly struck Cape Town mark, which is dated 'OC 7' (see 
Parker cover no. 4), a London transit mark clearly dated 'OC 28 / 90' and a St. Petersburg mark in blue 
dated '19 / OKT. / 1890'. (This last date is according to the Julian Calendar; Russia did not adopt the 
Gregorian Calendar imtil 1918.) 

Parker's letter of the 23rd July, 1890, provides evidence that 'young' Morier passed through 
Palachwe on or about the 20th July en route to Mashonaland. The Pioneer Column had by that time 
already left Fort Tuli, so Victor Morier was evidently another who was travelling in its wake rather than 
with it. Capt. Leonard, who was in command of the small police garrison left at Fort Tuli records that 
Morier's first posting was as a member of that garrison. Leonard continues, "An up-country mail has 
just come in, but with no news as usual. . . I have had an order, however, to send Morier and five 
prospectors up front". Leonard wrote this on (or at most a day or two before) the 13th September. 

No mail from the Column passed through Palachwe on 'SP 26 / 90', but a letter from Parker 
posted at Fort Tuli on the 21st September did, which suggests that the Fort Tuli - Palachwe service 
operated regardless of whether or not the mail from the main column had been received. It is therefore 
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likely that Morier was still at Fort Tuli when he sent this letter to his father, as if he had already set out 
for Salisbury, there is no obvious way he could have sent it back. 

Confirmation that this was almost certainly the case is unexpectedly provided by a reference to 
Morier in Katherine Sayce's account of the history of Fort Victoria. 

"The territory's first recorded death was that of a despatch rider. Trooper W. Bigg. He 
contracted the fever while riding from the post station at Nuanetsi to Fort Victoria and was found dying by 
the wayside by a contingent of ' E ' Troop passing along that way. Despite their care. Trooper Bigg died on 
29th September, 1890, and one of the contingent. Trooper Morier, saw to the funeral arrangements. T 
have carved a cross on a tree over the grave and put up a little fence. It looks very decent and the spot is 
very pretty.'" 

There are other references to Morier in Leonard's book. For example: 

"The best man out-and-away that I have among the home-bom is young Morier, a son of our 
ambassador in Russia, and himself in the Diplomatic Service, but impelled by a spirit of adventure to join 
us; and the way he rolls up his sleeves, and grooms his horse, or performs any work that he is called upon 
to do, is an example in itself, and proof that a gentleman can make a good soldier. He is enormously big -
over six feet four inches in height, and weighing close on twenty stone - and there is no horse in the troop 
that can carry him; but he makes himself generally useful, and I have already promoted him to corporal, 
because he has lots of influence with the men, yet is a great favourite, as he has such an excellent way 
with them." 

Morier was in Manicaland at the time of the confrontation with the Portuguese, but Leonard 
records that he left Mashonaland on the 8th July, 1891, aboard the 9.30 am coach from Fort Tuli to 
Pietersburg en route to the Cape. 

References 

Leonard, A .G . , 1896, How we made Rhodesia: Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co., London (reprinted in 1973 by 
Books of Rhodesia, Bulawayo) 

Sayce, K . , 1978, A town called Victoria: Books of Rhodesia, Bulawayo 

- 6 1 9 - THE RUNNER POST Issue 30 March 1993 



BECHUANALANDS & BOTSWANA SOCIETY 

RESULTS OF THE MARCH 1993 POSTAL BID SALE. 

LOT P R I C E 

1 1.5 
2 1.5 
3 3.5 
4 7 
5 16 
6 1.5 
7 2 .5 
8 u / s 
9 4 

10 6 
1 1 9 
12 6 1 
13 2 3 
14 u / s 
15 4 .5 
16 u / s 
17 u / s 
18 u / s 
19 4.5 
2 0 10 
2 1 4 
22 3 0 
2 3 7 5 
2 4 u / s 
2 5 2 0 0 
2 6 u / s 
2 7 3 .5 
2 8 3 .5 
2 9 3 .5 
3 0 3 .5 
3 1 u / s 
3 2 2 
3 3 6 
3 4 2 1 
3 5 14 
3 6 6 
3 7 13 
3 8 4.5 

T o t a l s a l e s = £ 9 6 3 

L O T P R I C E 

3 9 19 
4 0 u / s 
4 1 15 
4 2 u / s 
4 3 u / s 
4 4 5 
4 5 6 
4 6 12 
4 7 1 1 
4 8 9 
4 9 8 
5 0 3 1 
5 1 u / s 
5 2 u / s 
5 3 6 
5 4 u / s 
5 5 12 
5 6 u / s 
5 7 3 
5 8 11 
5 9 9 
6 0 3 
6 1 3 
6 2 u / s 
6 3 u / s 
6 4 u / s 
6 5 4.5 
6 6 2 0 
6 7 u / s 
6 8 u / s 
6 9 4 
7 0 19 
7 1 u / s 
7 2 u / s 
7 3 4 
7 4 1 
7 5 1 
7 6 u / s 

L O T P R I C E 

7 7 9 
7 8 4 
7 9 15 
8 0 13 
8 1 7 
8 2 8 
8 3 3 .5 
8 4 1 
8 5 5 
8 6 4 .5 
8 7 3 
8 8 6 
8 9 4 
9 0 .5 
9 1 2 5 
9 2 7 
9 3 4.5 
9 4 4.5 
9 5 4.5 
9 6 4.5 
9 7 4.5 
9 8 4.5 
9 9 4.5 

100 4 .5 
1 0 1 15 
102 7 
1 0 3 3 .5 
1 0 4 10 
105 u / s 
106 1.5 
1 0 7 2 .5 
1 0 8 1.5 
1 0 9 u / s 
110 u / s 
1 1 1 2 .5 
112 u / s 
1 1 3 .5 
114 12 
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T H E R U N N E R R O S X — V O L U I V I E V I 1 

I n d e x to I s s u e s 2 6 to 2 9 I n c l u s i v e 

A e r o g r a m m e s , s t a m p l e s s , B e c h . 

a n d B o t s w a n a 2 6 . 5 0 2 - 8 

A e r o g r a m m e s , B P . Q . E . 1 1 2 9 . 5 8 1 - 4 

B a k e r , K e n n e t h , o b i t u a r y 2 6 . 4 8 7 

B e c h u a n a l a n d , u s e d in 

B a s u t o l a n d 2 8 . 5 4 2 - 3 

B O N C 6 7 9 , T a t i / F r a n c i s t o w n 2 7 . 5 2 2 

B i s e c t s , P a l a p y e 2 9 . 5 7 1 

B o t s w a n a , n e w s f r o m 2 7 . 5 1 9 - 2 0 
2 9 . 5 7 3 - 6 

C a t t a i l , P h i l i p , O b i t u a r y 2 6 . 4 8 6 - 7 

P o s t a l r a t e s , B o t s w a n a 2 6 . 4 9 5 - 5 0 1 

" B . P . A i r m a i l 2 9 . 5 8 5 - 9 3 

" C a p e , c o r r e s p o n d . 2 6 . 4 8 8 - 9 

P o s t a l F i s c a l , S G F l 

P o s t a l S t a t i o n e r y . 

N e w s a n d V i e w s - 5 

P o s t c a r d , B . B . 1 8 9 4 

P o s t c a r d . 1 9 6 1 Q E I I , 2 c 

P o s t m a r k s , a l l l e t t e r s not 
p r e v i o u s l y c o v e r e d 

2 7 . 5 3 0 - 1 

2 7 . 5 2 4 - 6 

2 7 . 5 2 3 

2 8 . 5 4 9 - 5 0 
2 9 . 5 7 1 

2 8 . 5 5 1 - 6 3 

D e c i m a l De f . v a r i e t i e s , 1 9 6 1 2 6 . 4 9 1 

E n v e l o p e s R e g . s t a m p l e s s , 

B o t s w a n a 2 6 . 5 0 2 

F r a n c i s t o w n , B O N C 6 7 9 2 7 . 5 2 2 

K i m b e r l e y a n d B e c h u a n a l a n d 

R a i l w a y 2 9 . 5 7 2 

L o b a t s i , P o s t m a r k s ( P a r t 2 ) 2 6 . 5 0 9 - 1 5 

M o e n g , R e g . m a r k w i t h " g " 
o m i t t e d 2 7 . 5 2 1 

O b i t u a r y : B a k e r , K e n n e t h 2 6 . 4 8 7 

C a t t e l l , P h i l i p 2 6 . 4 8 6 - 7 

P o s t a g e D u e s t a m p s B . P . 2 7 . 5 2 6 - 8 

P o s t a g e D u e s , w o r k s h o p 2 6 . 4 9 2 - 4 

P o s t a l O r d e r s , B e c h u a n a l a n d 
a n d B o t s w a n a 2 6 . 4 9 0 

P o s t a l . R a t e s , P r o t e c t o r a t e 
1 9 3 5 - 6 6 2 7 . 5 3 5 - 9 

P o s t m a r k s , L o b a t s i ( P a r t 2 ) 2 6 . 5 0 9 - 1 5 

P r o t e c t o r a t e 1 8 9 7 Vzd 2 7 . 5 3 3 - 4 

R e g i s t r a t i o n L a b e l s , t y p o l o g y 
A d d e n d u m no .2 2 9 . 5 7 7 - 8 0 

R e v e n u e s , B e c h u a n a l a n d 

d e f i n i t i v e s 2 7 . 5 3 2 

S e a h o r s e s h a d e s , S G 8 9 , 9 0 2 6 . 4 9 0 

" S p e c i m e n " p e r f s . 1 9 3 8 
d e f i n i t i v e s 2 7 . 5 2 9 - 3 0 

T a t i , " M a u n d " c o v e r B e c h . 
e x c i s e d d a t e s t a m p 2 8 . 5 4 5 - 8 

2 9 . 5 6 9 - 7 0 

U n a p p r o p r i a t e d d i e s , 
d i s p r o o f s 2 8 . 5 4 4 
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BRITISH AFRICA 
including Aden, Ascension, St Helena, Seychelles, 
Mauritius, the Occupation issues and Br Levant 

FREE 36 PAGE PRICE LIST 
containing thousands of items at competitive prices 

** WANTS LISTS WELCOMED** 

MORELY STAMPS, 
PO BOX 28, 

WOKINGHAM, BERKSHIRE RG11 2LS. 
Tel: 0734 781477 




