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The tim
e w

ill com
e w

hen, as that gentlem
an w

alks along
the streets or as he passes from

 city to city, the cry
w

ould be raised, ‘There goes the m
an w

ho reared that
stupendous w

ork, the ornam
ent of Bristol and the

w
onder of the age’.

Sir A
braham

 Elton, proclaim
ing Brunel at the laying of the foundation stone at the

Clifton Suspension Bridge, 1831.

The Brunel birthday w
eekend is the start of the largest ever celebrations of an engineer

in this country. Centred on Bristol, but em
bracing the w

hole of the South W
est, 2006

w
ill be rem

em
bered for Brunel 200. O

ur celebrations include exhibitions and
publications, conferences and sem

inars, w
alks and trails. W

e are distributing 130,000
copies of a special Brunel com

ic.

The centrepiece of the w
eekend w

ill be the sw
itching on of the new

 lights on the Clifton
Suspension Bridge. In addition there w

ill be firew
orks and perform

ances, including the
w

orld prem
iere of A

ndy Sheppard’s new
 m

usic for Brunel, accom
panied by 200

saxophonists. There’s also the chance to see Brunel exhibitions and arts projects.

A
nd that's not all. Forthcom

ing events include the exhibition Brunel and the A
rt of

Invention
at Bristol's City M

useum
 and A

rt G
allery from

 15 A
pril, and the annual

Festival of Ideas and the 200 Ideas for Bristol Exhibition (both M
ay 2006).

A
ndrew

 Kelly D
irector, Brunel 200

Clifton Suspension Bridge Lights 
and Firew

orks 

O
n the evening of Saturday 8 A

pril, the eve of 
Brunel’s birthday, there w

ill be a free stage show
 and

spectacular firew
ork display in Bristol linked to the

sw
itching on of the new

 lighting system
 at the Clifton

Suspension Bridge. 

See the Brunel 200 w
ebsite hom

e page at
w

w
w

.brunel200.com
for the latest new

s on 
locations and tim

ing.

See ‘Travel inform
ation’ page for road closure 

details and further travel inform
ation.

BRU
N

EL
200 

1. Isam
bard Kingdom

 Brunel (ICE).

2. Firew
orks over the Clifton

Suspension Bridge, 1997.

3. A
dam

 H
art-D

avis.
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Exhibitions
The N

ine Lives of I K Brunel: ss G
reat Britain

(to 31 O
ctober)

M
ajor exhibition exploring the highs and low

s of Brunel’s private and professional life.
Exhibits on show

 w
ill include m

any loaned from
 m

useum
s and collections across the U

K.
The biggest w

ill be a 50-tonne replica broad gauge locom
otive, the Iron D

uke.
Exhibition only: adults £4.90, children free. Free w

ith general adm
ission to Brunel’s ss

G
reat Britain.Call 0117 926 0680 for further inform

ation and bookings. A
lso on view

 is
G

len Eastm
an’s Brunel-inspired soft-sculpture created w

ith local children. 

The Forces That M
ade Brunel: Explore A

t-Bristol (to m
id-D

ecem
ber)

Re-creation of the dangers and challenges that Brunel faced in his am
bitious projects,

graphically illustrating the forces he harnessed through a series of large-scale interactive
exhibits. Free w

ith entrance fee to Explore A
t-Bristol. A

dvance bookings 0117 915 5000.

Bridge! Royal W
est of England A

cadem
y (to 29 A

pril)
Collaborative exhibition betw

een Bristol School of A
rt, M

edia and D
esign and Bristol’s

D
esign A

gencies exploring the value of art and design in people’s everyday lives.
Entrance £3.00/£2.00. U

nder 16’s free. Special event for 8 A
pril: join the exhibitors for a

late night view
ing 5.00-7.00pm

 – free entry. Tel. 0117 973 5129 or em
ail info@

rw
a.org.uk.

Launch w
eekend offer: 

Bristol Evening Post
is running a special offer w

ith free entry to your choice of one of
the exhibitions above plus the British Em

pire and Com
m

onw
ealth M

useum
. Collect the

coupons and send to the Evening Post
for voucher. Lim

ited availability. 

D
eserving of W

onder – the trium
phs of Brunel: 

Bristol Central Library (to end A
pril) 

Free exhibition of photographs by D
avid W

hite of Brunel’s greatest engineering
trium

phs across the British Isles, using the sam
e nineteenth-century cam

era and lens
com

bination as Robert H
ow

lett used for the classic chains shot of Brunel. 
Tel: 0117 903 7250.

Brunel (Bristol) Lim
ited on Park Row

 (to end A
pril) 

D
isused toilet block, junction of Park Row

 and W
oodland Road. Free exhibition of

photographs and interview
s by N

ick H
and of com

pany directors and w
orkers from

com
panies in Bristol that have taken Brunel’s nam

e. Tel: 0117 330 1109.

H
ats off to Brunel (to 27 A

pril) and British Postal M
useum

 and
A

rchives Brunel Stam
ps (to 14 A

pril)
Exhibitions at CREA

TE Centre. N
orm

ally M
onday-Friday only but w

ill be open 
Saturday 8 A

pril. Tel: 0117 925 0505.

1. A
rtist im

pression of the exhibition at the ss G
reat Britain.

2. A
rtist im

pression of the exhibition at A
t-Bristol.

3. Joe A
llen of Brunel Bodycraft photographed as part of

Brunel (Bristol) Lim
ited

(photograph by N
ick H

and).

4. D
avid W

hite w
ith his recreation of Robert H

ow
lett’s cam

era
used in D

eserving of W
onder

(photograph by D
avid W

hite).
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Tours 
Balm

oralsailing: 8 A
pril

Sail aboard Balm
oralthrough Bristol’s H

istoric docks – past the ss G
reat Britain

–
under

the Clifton Suspension Bridge, dow
n the River A

von and through the A
von G

orge and
view

 A
vonm

outh D
ocks. Return to Cum

berland Basin and soak up the atm
osphere of

this event and listen to a talk on Brunel before enjoying a Victorian supper onboard. G
et

guaranteed grandstand view
s of the illum

inations and firew
orks. O

nly £35 – lim
ited

availability. Call 0845 130 4647 or book online at w
w

w
.w

averleyexcursions.co.uk.

Kingfisher Rail Tours: 8 and 9 A
pril, Brunel A

nniversary Ltd
Circular day-trips by steam

 locom
otive from

 Tem
ple M

eads over routes at the heart of
the old G

reat W
estern Railw

ay. Carriages painted in the traditional livery of um
ber and

cream
 and restored to a very high standard both inside and out, offering panoram

ic
w

indow
s, com

fortable seats and plenty of room
. D

uration approx 10.00am
-5.30pm

.
Prices start from

 £49 standard up to £145 for dining in the Pullm
an car. Call 0870 747

2983/0870 814 7734. Book online at w
w

w
.kingfisherrailtours.co.uk.

British Em
pire and Com

m
onw

ealth M
useum

: 8 and 9 A
pril

G
uided tours of Brunel’s original Bristol rail term

inus including the passenger shed,
cavernous vaults and G

W
R boardroom

. Start at 10am
 and noon. Pre-booking essential.

A
dults: £6.95. Concessions: £5.95. Children: £3.95. Book: 0117 925 4980/

bookings@
em

pirem
useum

.co.uk. A
lso free photographic exhibition of Brunel sites by

A
shlee Taylor in the café. 

City Sightseeing: 50-m
inute guided day-tim

e open-top bus tours
H

op-on, hop-off service. Tickets valid for 24 hours. Route includes Clifton Suspension
Bridge, ss G

reat Britain,Brunel’s lock and British Em
pire and Com

m
onw

ealth M
useum

.
A

dult fare £8.00. Concessions available. See w
w

w
.citysightseeing.co.uk for details.

Ferries
Bristol Ferry Boat Com

pany services H
otw

ells - City Centre and Tem
ple M

eads - City
Centre both stop at ss G

reat Britain.Single, return and round-trip fares (w
ith

com
m

entary) available as w
ell as special Brunel cruise. Contact 0117 927 3416 or

enquiries@
bristolferryboat.co.uk. D

etails of Bristol Packet A
von G

orge afternoon cruises
at w

w
w

.bristolpacket.co.uk.

Trail guides
Pick up free Brunel 200 illustrated trail guides at tourist inform

ation centres, libraries,
hotels and other inform

ation points for self-directed w
alks around Brunel’s Clifton,

Victorian Bristoland The Brunel M
ile and D

ockside W
alk.

BCT A
viation A

erial Tours
Book a 60-m

inute Brunel tour for up to three people. Tel: 01285 771015.
W

ebsite w
w

w
.bctaviation.com

/m
ore.htm

l. 

Bristol Zoo
Brunel to Biodiversity tour. A

vailable 8 A
pril only. Starts prom

ptly at 12.30pm
. 

Booking essential. Free w
ith zoo adm

ission. Tel: 0117 974 7369 for m
ore details.

1
2
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2. M
atilda,operated by the Bristol Ferry Boat Com

pany (D
estination Bristol, photograph by G

raham
 Flack).

3. British Em
pire and Com

m
onw

ealth M
useum

 (photograph by Ian Blantern).

1.Clifton Suspension Bridge (britainonview
/Paw

el Libera).



Bristol Industrial M
useum

Special Brunel-them
ed activity in the 

Print &
 Pack gallery. Contact 0117 925

1470 for details.

Triangulation
Free arts project based around Brunel’s
sw

ing bridge from
 7.30pm

, Sunday 9 
A

pril 2006 – m
ain perform

ance at 8.00pm
.

See w
w

w
.artic.org.uk for details.

Bell ringing
Celebratory peels m

arking Brunel’s
birthday in Bristol including at Clifton
Cathedral (starts 9.00am

, 8 A
pril), the

Church of St Phillip and Jacob N
arrow

Plain (from
 1.00pm

, 8 A
pril) and St

Stephen’s (9 A
pril). Bells w

ill also be 
rung in Sw

indon.

Brunel in Bath
H

olburne M
useum

 of A
rt, Bath (to 2 July).

Exhibition exploring the story of the
arrival of the G

reat W
estern Railw

ay in
Bath. Special lecture on Brunel at 3.00pm

,
9

A
pril. Contact 01225 466669/

holburne@
bath.ac.uk. See

w
w

w
.bath.ac.uk/holburne/exhibit.

STEA
M

, Sw
indon

N
ew

 exhibition on the Battle of the
G

auges plus enhanced Brunel display
based around a re-creation of his 
D

uke Street office. To 30 Septem
ber. 

Contact 01793 466646.
w

w
w

.sw
indon.gov.uk/steam

.

Bicentenary Birthday Steam
ing

D
idcot Railw

ay Centre, 9 A
pril. 

Contact Jeanette H
ow

se 01235 817200.

First G
reat W

estern 
Fares Prom

otion
W

hy not explore som
e of Britain’s

grandest, loveliest and m
ost enjoyable

places w
hich lie along Brunel's train

routes? Travel from
 as little as £2.50 

w
ith a standard one w

ay ticket w
ith 

First G
reat W

estern. O
ffer is for off-peak

travel, subject to availability, 2 A
pril 

to 31 M
ay 2006. Tickets m

ust be booked
at least a day before travel. See
w

w
w

.firstgreatw
estern.co.uk/greatfares

from
 1 A

pril for details.

Travel inform
ation: Saturday 8 A

pril
Roads closed to traffic: The Portw

ay (from
 Cum

berland Basin to Sylvan W
ay) and Bridge

Valley Road: 4.30pm
-11.59pm

; Brunel W
ay: 7.00pm

-10.30pm
; Suspension Bridge Road:

noon-11.59pm
; Sion H

ill: 7.30pm
-10.30pm

. See m
ap over page. For inform

ation on
closures and alternative routes, contact 0117 903 1212 (M

onday-Friday, 9.00am
-5.00pm

).

There is very lim
ited car parking close to the event. D

rivers are advised to use the Park
and Ride services at Brislington and Long A

shton. Contact 0117 922 2910 during office
hours, em

ail pride@
bristol-city.gov.uk or visit w

w
w

.bristol-city.gov.uk/parkandride. 
Last bus from

 M
aritim

e H
eritage Centre (for Brislington) and from

 Clift H
ouse Road 

(for Long A
shton) depart 11.00pm

. A
 Park and Ride service w

ill also run to and from
 the

M
all at Cribbs Causew

ay. A
lternatively the follow

ing car parks w
ill be open: Trenchard

Street, W
est End, M

illennium
 Square, W

apping W
harf, Jury’s H

otel, ss G
reat Britain,

Bristol City Football Club, Bristol Zoo. 

Ferry service to Cum
berland Basin: every 15 m

inutes betw
een 6.30pm

 and 10.30pm
 to and

from
 city centre. £1 flat fare. Contact 0117 927 3416/enquiries@

bristolferryboat.co.uk.

There are m
any bus services to the city centre, a 20-m

inute w
alk from

 the Cum
berland

Basin, one of the view
ing points for the lights and firew

orks. Visit w
w

w
.traveline.org.uk

for details.

There is provision for coach parking at the M
aritim

e H
eritage Centre for 8-9 coaches

and on street coach parking at Cum
berland Road for 15-20 coaches.

For inform
ation on railw

ay engineering w
orks betw

een Paddington and the W
est

Country on 8-9 A
pril contact N

ational Rail Enquiries on 08457 484950,
w

w
w

.nationalrail.co.uk or w
w

w
.firstgreatw

estern.co.uk. A
nticipate reduced service

from
 10.15pm

 on 8 A
pril to 2.15pm

 on 9 A
pril betw

een Sw
indon and Bath.

1. H
olburne M

useum
, Bath.

2. Entrance to STEA
M

 
(photograph by Josephine W

illiam
s, courtesy of 

The Com
m

onw
eal School, A

 Perform
ing A

rts College). 

O
ther events and

further afield
1

2



For details of the Brunel 200 program
m

e and updates on the birthday w
eekend 

activity visit w
w

w
.brunel200.com

, listen to BBC Radio Bristol (95.5FM
/94.9FM

/
w

w
w

.bbc.co.uk/bristol/local_radio) and B200fm
 (87.7fm

/w
w

w
.b200fm

.com
), 

and see the Bristol Evening Post special supplem
ent.

O
ther partners include

The A
rchitecture Centre,

Bristol, A
t-Bristol, Bristol Ferry Boat Com

pany, Bristol
International A

irport, British Em
pire and

Com
m

onw
ealth M

useum
, Chartered Institute of

Logistics and Transport, City Sightseeing Bristol,

Clifton Suspension Bridge Trust, Institution of Civil
Engineers, Institution of H

ighw
ays Incorporated

Engineers, Institution of H
ighw

ays and Transport,
N

ew
com

en Society, ss G
reat Britain

Trust, U
niversity

of the W
est of England and Visit Britain. 

Brunel 200 contributors

M
ajor funders:

Key sponsors:

Education sponsors and funders:

Book sponsors:

M
edia and m

arketing partners:

Brunel 200 partners:

Road closures:
Saturday 8 A

pril



Brunel 200 is supported by:

Coming in May 2006

Festival of Ideas, 9-25 May 2006
www.ideasfestival.co.uk

200 Ideas for Bristol Exhibition
The Architecture Centre, May 2006


