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Younger ministers move
up in Cabinet reshulfile

PM sets up one
new ministry,
and refocuses

One new ministry created
and two others refocused

Ministry of Culture,

Ministry of Community Community Ministry of Information,
tWO Others Development, Youth and Communications and the
Sports (MCYS) Arts (Mica)
New name: New name:
By LYDIA LIM Ministry of Social and Ministry of

DEPUTY POLITICAL EDITOR Communications and

Information (MCI)

Family Development
(MSF)
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Tan Chuan-Jin and Lawrence
Wong. Aged 39 to 43, they take
the helm at three ministries. Their
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have tackled their tasks energeti-
cally and imaginatively. They
have learnt quickly and become
more confident and familiar with
the issues.”

With many no doubt wanting
to read in these changes signs of
whose star has risen fastest, Mr
Lee said he has appointed Mr Tan
and Mr Wong as new Acting Min-
isters but “others have done well
too, and I will give them heavier
responsibilities in due course”.

Mr Chan was appointed Acting
Minister after last year’s election.

He also noted the political
work ministers do, which he said
“can often be even more impor-
tant”. “So you should not judge a
minister’s contributions only by
the portfolios explicitly assigned
to him,” he said.

Mr Lee added that he expects
to do further reshuffles from time

to time this term.

With the changes, Mr Tan will
helm the Manpower Ministry
from today, taking over from Dep-
uty Prime Minister Tharman Shan-
mugaratnam, who also holds the
Finance portfolio.

Mr Chan will helm the Ministry
of Social and Family Development
(MSF) and Mr Wong will head the
new Ministry of

tions and Information (MCI),
where Dr Yaacob Ibrahim remains
in charge.

Yesterday, Mr Lee said the new
ministries would sharpen the Gov-
ernment’s focus on three increas-
ingly important priorities.

“MSF will strengthen our fami-
lies and social safety nets as pil-
lars of support in more uncertain

economic condi-

Culture, Commu-
nity and Youth

(MCCY). A8-9
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tions.
“MCI will over-
see our efforts to

These two min-
istries will result
from a restructuring of two cur-
rent ministries - for community
development, information and the
arts - into three, from November.

Public communications and
engagement will come under the
renamed Ministry of Communica-

improve public
communications
and engagement, which are more
important in the age of social me-
dia and a more active citizenry.”
Besides nurturing arts, sports
and engaging youth, MCCY will
also drive community develop-
ment, “which in Singapore, per-

haps more than elsewhere, is inte-
gral to building an inclusive and
cohesive society”, Mr Lee said.

He added that “all three minis-
tries will have to break new
ground, try fresh approaches, and
keep up with rapidly changing con-
ditions and needs”.

Mr Lee Yi Shyan and Mr Masa-
gos Zulkifli also move up a rung to
Senior Minister of State.

PM Lee has appointed back-
bencher Indranee Rajah as Senior
Minister of State from Nov 1 and
Associate Professor Muhammad
Faishal Ibrahim as Parliamentary
Secretary. “They have proved
themselves both in and out of Par-
liament, and shown that they can
be more than MPs. I hope to make
more backbench promotions in
future reshuffles.”

. lydia@sph.com.sg

Feng Tianwei will play the big-
gest women’s singles match of
her career today despite losing
to world No. 1 Ding Ning in the
Olympic semi-finals yesterday.

The world No. 8 went down
to China’s reigning world cham-
pion 7-11, 4-11, 11-9, 10-12,
11-6, 6-11 at the ExCel Arena,
but still has a chance to win Sin-
gapore’s first medal at the Lon-
don Games.

She will secure the Republic’s
first-ever Olympic bronze medal
if she overcomes Japan’s fourth
seed Kasumi Ishikawa in the
third-place playoff today.

Ishikawa ousted Singapore’s
Wang Yuegu 8-11, 11-5, 11-4,
11-8, 11-4 in the quarter-finals.

But she lost to China’s Li
Xiaoxia in the next round 5-11,
4-11, 13-11, 6-11, 7-11.

Over at the Wembley Arena,

Victoria Na.

The victory saw the world
No. 17 become the country’s
first woman shuttler to reach
the last 16 at the Olympic
Games.

Gu will play against Chinese
Taipei’s Cheng Shao-chieh,
ranked six rungs above her, to-
day for a quarter-final berth.
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