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 When you create PDF files, you need 
to decide which PDF version to use. 
Generally speaking, you should use 
the most recent version unless there’s 
a specific need for backward compat-
ibility, because the latest version will 
include all the latest features and func-
tionality.
However, if you’re creating documents 
that will be distributed widely, con-
sider choosing Acrobat 4.0 (PDF 1.3) 
or Acrobat 5.0 (PDF 1.4) to ensure that 
all users can view and print the docu-
ment. If you create files with Acrobat 
5.0 compatibility or later, they may not 
be compatible with earlier versions of 
Acrobat. The following table compares 
some of the functionality in different 
PDF versions.

This is an example of a version 1.4 PDF.
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For more information  
and a comparison of some 

of the functionality in 
different PDF versions see 
the Adobe® Acrobat® Help.


