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By Jason ReidC A B A R E T
Well that’s it, that was summer... Thank Celine for sun beds and fake tan, because we 
needed them more than ever this year. ANYWAY, lets just have a group hug and accept 
the fact that autumn is here, which is a good thing really because there’s some fantastic 
shows coming up. This week, Jason Reid previews the six shows you can’t afford to miss!

6 shows you must 
see this Autumn! 

Royal Vauxhall
31st August, 7PM and 9PM
6th and 7th September, 8PM
Royal Vauxhall Tavern
www.vauxhalltavern.com

Desmond O’Connor’s hit musical about 
the night Princess Diana threw caution to 
the wind and donned a disguise to party 
at a gay club with Freddie Mercury and 
Kenny Everett returns to its spiritual home 
for a limited run. Royal Vauxhall serves as 
a welcome and irreverent alternative to the 
repetitive TV documentaries that have been 
doing the rounds of late to coincide with the 
20th anniversary of Diana’s death. It’s how 
she’d want to be remembered... Off her tits in 
Vauxhall. Gawd bless ‘er! 

We Need to Talk About Michelle
12th September, 8PM
Her Upstairs, Camden
www.herupstairs.co.uk

If the name of the group alone isn’t reason 
enough for you to jump on the northern line 
to Camden, then the three artists who make 
it up should be. Individually, Travis Alabanza, 
The Phoenix and FKA have been breathing 
new life into the queer cabaret scene over the 
past year or so, and together they’re a force 
to be reckoned with. If, like me, you grew up 
mouthing the words to Destiny Childs’ songs as 
you navigated through those fucked up teenage 
years in the late 90s or if you just love well-
choreographed lip-sync routines from a group 
with real chemistry, then this is one for you. 

Myra DuBois: Double Entendre
13th September, 9.30PM
Underbelly Festival Southbank 
www.underbellyfestival.com

The funniest drag artist on the UK scene by 
a long shot, in my humble opinion, stops 
off at Underbelly Festival for a one-off 
show. If you’ve never seen the siren of South 
Yorkshire you’ve really been missing out 
and should catch her immediately before 
she’s snapped up for more telly work. 
Myra has this rare ability, one that can’t be 
taught, to convey humour with every nuance 
of her being. As I write this now, in the 
bath, I’m laughing just thinking of her face. 
Caustic comedy at its finest.

Miss Hope Springs Live
13th October, 8PM
Two Brewers, Clapham
www.the2brewers.com

A quintuple threat, Hope sings live, plays the 
piano, delivers witty anecdotes, writes all of 
her own music, and looks like a Hollywood 
star whilst doing it all. Her shows are always 
beautifully crafted and ALL of the material is 
original, which, along with Hope’s beguiling 
charm is what makes her stand out from the 
crowd. A more refined drag experience for those 
who prefer to be seated at a table with a nice 
bottle of red and good friends.

Jinkx Sings Everything 
24th - 28th October, 9.15PM
Leicester Square Theatre 
www.leicestersquaretheatre.com

It’s true, Jinkx Monsoon can sing 
anything. Of all the Drag Race artists that 
have played theatre settings Jinkx is the 
one that has consistently impressed me. 
Their vocal range and improvisational 
skills will be put to the test in this new 
show as each night the audience will 
request the songs, meaning no two 
performances will be the same. 

David Hoyle: Diamond 
13th - 18th November, 7.15PM
Soho Theatre
www.sohotheatre.com

This is my number one must-see show of 
autumn 2017. It should be yours too. For me, 
David is the ultimate in queer avant garde 
performance; an electrifying performer who 
delivers every single time. Diamond explores 
LGBT history spanning from 1957 to the present 
day, as seen through David’s eyes - mixing 
personal experiences such as Divine David’s 
time on Channel 4 with societal shifts and 
changes in attitudes. 
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The Informer.

Some of our fave East London drag slags are putting 
on Come Dine With Drag Queens; a bottomless bubbly 
brioche brunch bonanza! Shay Shay, Orange Gina and 
co. are taking over Proud East in Haggerston on Saturday 
30th September for an afternoon of dance routines, punter 
makeovers, and nonsense games, all while you get to enjoy 
a gorgey three-course brunch with non-stop bubbly! Grab a 
ticket from www.designmynight.com.

Drink 
prosecco 
at THIS

Log

in to

THIS
Don’t act all 

coy; we know 

you’ve heard 

of Squirt 

before! But 

just in case 

you haven’t, 

it’s an app 

and site that’s 

been around 

since 1999, 

helping horny 

guys find 

others close 

by, as well 

as listing 

info on local 

cruising 

areas, 

bathhouses, 

and adult 

shops. There 

are a whole 

host of 

features, 

including live 

webcam chats, 

porn videos 

for members, 

and message 

boards. It’s 

upfront, 

unapologetic, 

and used 

everyday by 

thousands of 

gays! Tempted? 

Well, you can 

get 10 days 

free if you 

sign up now! 

Visit www.

squirt.org for 

more info.

Drag Race’s Detox is back in the UK this November with 
a spanking new tour, including a date at White Swan on 
Sunday 19th November. She promises there will be copious 
amounts of leather, sex, and OUTRAGE. Tickets, including 
meet & greets, are available at www.klubkids.co.uk

Get wasted 
at THIS

One night every year, Mango Tree, a high-end and refined 
Thai restaurant in Belgravia, throws off its shackles and puts 
on one of the most raucous events of the year; the Miss Mango 
Tree Ladyboy competition! It returns this year on Sunday 24th 
September and the theme is Out of this World, so expect 
intergalactic glamour and extra-terrestial extra-ness. They’re 
on the lookout for contestants, so if you fancy it, get in contact 
with signe@mangotree.org.uk!

COVER: BEYOND 15 YEARS / ORANGENATION.CO.UK

d r a g  u p  f o r  t h i s

Calling all 

Ladyboys…

The Stable Sauna in Covent 

Garden is currently closed for 

‘essential upgrade works’. Manager 

(*) has said they hope to be open 

again in two weeks time. 

Make a note of THIS
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The Informer.

A survey has found that people living with HIV have lower expectations 
of leading a healthy life than the general population, despite the medical 
advances made with treatments. HIV is: Expectations from Life was 
commissioned by Gilead, a biopharmaceutical company that develops HIV 
antiretroviral therapies, and found that people living with HIV expected 
to live shorter, to be less likely to find a life partner, reluctance to start a 
family, and described their general health as poorer. Over two thirds said 
that their HIV status had impacted their decision to meet potential partners 
of go on dates. Chris Woolls, Director of Cara Trust, said: ”With advances 
in treatment, the possibility to lead a long and healthy life with HIV is more 
real than ever before, yet the expectations don’t always meet this reality”.

Diana Thompson is a 

London-based portrait 

photographer who has 

done shoots with many 

of the scene’s most 

colourful drag queens 

and performers, as 

well as having her 

work included in 

DIVA, Vogue, and 

The Independent. 

Head to www.blog.

fashionlovesphotos.

com to book a shoot! 

and if you mention 

QX, she’ll offer a 

discount!

Watch 
this

Actor Kevin Spacey has been accused of making a sexual advance 
towards a child actor in 1986. Anthony Rapp, who was 14 at the time, 
said that Spacey lifted him up and lay on top of him after a party held 
in Spacey’s apartment. Rapp said he was able to “squirm free” after a 
while and managed to leave the apartment. Spacey said he does not 
remember the events of the allegation, but apologised for his ‘deeply 
inappropriate drunken behaviour’.

COVER: WE PARTY HOTTIE PHOTOGRAPHED BY JOEL RYDER

Kevin Spacey accused of 

making sexual advance 

to 14-year-old boy

Survey finds HIV+ 

people have lower life 

expectations

B o o k  a 
p h o t o g r a p h y 

s e s s i o n 
w i t h  D i a n a 
T h o m p s o n !

Bearded bingo-caller Timberlina is at Camden People’s Theatre 
this weekend with his brand new, glittering, alt-drag, rock n 
roll, eco show! She’s going to be tackling environmental issues, 
a cause close to her heart, with some of her witty, original 
compositions, providing a bit of much-craved levity in otherwise 
relentlessly dark times. If you’re part of Generation Vexed, feeling 
angry and frustrated at the state of the world, this is the show for 
you! It’s on at 9pm 3rd to 5th November, with tickets from £10 at 
www.cptheatre.co.uk

Timberlina 

FFS!!
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The Informer.

Gay men’s health charity GMFA are starting a new support group this week for HIV+ 
gay and bisexual men. Living for HIV will be led by HIV+ volunteers and will help 
attendees with issues such as telling friends and family about their status, dating 
and new relationships, and looking after their health. It will take place at GMFA’s 
headquarters in Brixton over the next four weeks on Thursday evenings 7pm-8pm. For 
more information or to book your place, visit www.gmfa.org.uk

A festive village is coming to Clapham Common at 

the end of November and running throughout the 

Christmas period. Winterville is a new venture from 

the founders of Field Day and Street Feast, and the 

festival will have an ice rink, mini-golf, a roller 

disco, and food & designer stalls. Some of the 

capital’s most-loved gay nights will be taking over 

the Spiegeltent, including Sink The Pink, Little Gay 

Brother, R&She, and Mariah and Friendz. For tickets 

and dates, visit www.Winterville.co.uk

Russian LGBT groups have said they have received confirmation that a missing pop 
singer has been detained by Chechen authorities in the anti-gay purges, although 
his current whereabouts and health remain unknown. Zelimkhan Bakayev, 26, was 
last seen in Grozny, the capital of Chechnya, on August 8th and his family have not 
heard from him since. Igor Kochetkov, founder of Russian LGBT Network, linked his 
disappearance to the purges for the first time at a press conference last week, which 
also saw a survivor of the purges recount the torture he went through.

COVER: EIVIND HANSEN

M i s s i n g 
R u s s i a n 
s i n g e r 
‘ d e t a i n e d 
b y  C h e c h e n 
a u t h o r i t i e s ’

New GMFA support group 

for HIV+ gay/bi men Winterville 
is coming to 
Clapham!
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