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By the members ~ for the members

Sometimes it's funny how things go...if you're an 
avid newsletter reader you might have noticed in 
last month's issue that while I was asking if 
members thought Tech Chat should continue, 
(page 9), John Pepper was publishing the results 
of the "CVMG News Survey" on page 7.  The 
survey suggests that Tech Chat enjoys a very 
positive ranking with newsletter readers, (at 
least with the seventeen of you who took the 
time to reply to the survey) and of course the 
accolades belong to the folks who contribute the 
content that makes up our pages each month. If 
you're one of the members who has submitted a 
tip or tech tale over the years; stand up and take 
a bow. Your fellow members do appreciate it!

Moving forward into 2019, Tech Chat will 
continue to welcome your technical tips, product 
reviews and any tales of a technical nature that 
you'd like to share. Please remember; grammar 
and spelling are not important. That part is my 
job. Tips can be simple, remember Petrus 
Motard's foam ear plug under that pesky battery 
terminal nut tip in our October column. Or they 
can be complex and detailed such as our recent 
hardware plating description from Doug Field.

Product reviews are a welcome submission too. 
It's always nice to have a trusted opinion based 
on real experience to go by before purchasing an 
unknown product. These can be tools, cleaning 
or polishing items, or just about anything used 
when working on our vintage motorcycles.

And good old tech tales! These have been some 
of our most enjoyed pieces over the years. 
Reminiscences of wrenching when our old 
machines were new; road side bodges that 
managed to get us home or to the rally; learning 
from our mistakes and humorous blunders; the 
perils of taking on exotic brand rebuilds; what's 
on your bench – right now? These topics are all 
very welcome Tech Chat fodder. It's easy to share 
whatever you have for Tech Chat. Contact me,  
kmortimer@persona.ca

Our first tip for the New Year comes from Steven 
Clift, (GPR Section) and is one that could save 
you a lot of grief if you encounter this issue. He 
writes:

Several times I have broken off a steel stud or 
tap in a small, aluminum engine part and a 
Triumph rocker box comes to mind. Neither 
welding a nut to the stud nor vice grips was a 
possible solution but what worked extremely 
well was the following:

In a heat resistant glass dish, such as a Pyrex 
bowl add enough sulfuric (battery) acid to 
submerge the part and stir in as much powdered 
alum powder as can be dissolved in the acid. Put 
the part in and warm the dish on a hot plate 
since it doesn`t work well when cold. It should 
soon start to bubble and within about an hour, 
the bubbling should stop and that steel stud or 
tap will be gone.

It`s important to note that this solution will 
dissolve any steel material so cylinder heads 
with steel inserts is not recommended.

Powdered alum is used in pickling veggies and 
readily available at Bulk Barn or in the spice 
section at most grocery stores. And of course 
handle sulfuric acid carefully with rubber 
gloves and goggles. 

Thanks Steven! That's all for member 
submissions this month so I'll close off by 
sending a hearty Tech Chat welcome to our 
new editor, Shona. A preferred parking spot, 
keys to the executive washroom and her own 
Remington Streamliner with an unlimited 
supply of ribbons! What more could anyone 
ask for...?

Ha ha, what 
indeed?  Just 
want to mention 
that  “alum” 
covers a lot of 
chemistry.  The 
pickling/food type is potassium alum or 
potassium aluminum sulfate.  As a mordant 
for dyeing I use aluminum sulfate which is also 
bought as “alum” but is different stuff. There 
are several other chemicals known as “alum”.  
For this tip, I’d stick with the food variety as 
noted in the article otherwise … who knows 
what might result … (I’m not a chemist) - Ed. 

.

Last Ride
Osie Shanks of Williamsford, Ontario passed 
away peacefully on Nov. 23, 2018 at age 98. 
He was an early member of the CVMG in 
those years before there were local sections 
and the monthly meetings went from one 
member's house to another in the area of 
Ontario between Toronto and Hamilton. 
Osborne Edward Shanks, to give Osie his 
full name, lived midway between those cities 
in the town of Oakville. He was not a young 
fellow like many of us “young bucks”  at the 
time and therefore rode a Triumph TRW with 
sidecar. (In the 1980's he was instrumental in 
forming the Canadian Sidecar Owners Club). 
Osie had a long association with motorcycles 
and was a dispatch rider in the Canadian 
Army in WWII. The photograph of Osie and 
his “snort'n Norton” 16H DR bike was taken 
on Nov. 3, 1941.
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