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Partsch to learn of Greece no less than of Silesia. For Chile we must 
needs consult Carl Martin. It is as childish to have but 49 German titles 
in the list of 237 references in this book-and most of the 49 barely men
tioned-as to quote Dr. Cook on the influence of polar night without citing 
Stefa,nsson on the other side. The French university system is one and 
its authorities may be gratified by this exaltation of Vidal de la Blache, 
but French science and French historians would have been better served 
by a fuller and clearer account of Vidal de la Blache's views on the 
earth and the evolution of man with a fair mention of work honestly 
and worthily executed beyond the boundaries of France. 

MARK JEFFERSON. 

Early Civilization: an Introduction to Anthropology. By ALEX

ANDER A. GOLDENWEISER, Lecturer on Anthropology and Soci

ology at the New School for Social Research, New York; some
time Lecturer on Anthropology in Columbia University. (New 

York: Alfred A. Knopf. 1922. Pp. xiv, 428. $5.00.) 

THE significance of anthropology for the historian has only recently 
been extensively recognized. Professor, Robinson quotes Salomon Rei
nach as the authority for the statement that Mommsen had never heard 
of the ice age until shortly before his death. At the present time the situ
ation has been greatly altered. ,Eduard Meyer introduces his latest edi
tion of the Geschichte des Altertums by a whole volume on anthropology, 
and Professor Breasted's recent works give evid~nce of a thorough mas
tery of the so-called" prehistoric" period. Further, historians who have 
concerned themselves with the history of civilization have derived much 
aid from anthropology in the matter of the laws and processes of cul
tural development. Illustrations of this influence are to be found in such 
works as those by Lamprecht and Breysig, and the theoretical bearings 
of ,the problem have been admirably discussed by Professor Teggart 
in his two interesting volumes, Prolegomena to History, and The Processes 
of History. Finally, it was, perhaps, the chief contribution of Mr. Wells 
to 'bring to the general public a conception of the importance of anthro
pology as the background for history. 

Until the publication of Dr. Goldenweiser's work historians have 
been at somewhat of a disadvantage in the attempt to utilize the results 
of anthropological research. With the exception of the charming little 
volume by Professor Marett, the only available synthesis of anthropology 
was the remarkable manual of Sir E. B. Tylor, first published in I88r 
and never seriously revised. Since that time, owing chiefly to the work 
of Professor Boas and his students, the methods and results of anthr.o
pology have been revolutionized, and the limitations and errors of the older 
type of work by Avebury, Frazer, Morgan, and Letourneau fully revealed. 
The results of certain aspects of this newer variety of anthropological 
investigation have been set forth in works by Boas, Lowie, Wissler, and 
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others, but the volume by Dr. Goldenweiser is the first important effort 
to synthesize the assured achievements of the research of the present 
generation of critical anthropologists. 

The work opens with a consideration of certain basic methodological 
premises and concepts of theoretical anthropology. Then come several 
interesting chapters giving a concrete description of a number of typical 
primitive communities widely distributed in location. In part II. the 
industrial life, art, religion, and social organization of primitive men are 
admirably described and critically analyzed. This is unquestionably the 
most valuable and significant portion of the book. In the concluding 
chapters the author contrasts the earlier views of the mental traits of 
primitive men held by Spencer, Frazer, and Wundt with certain newer 
interpretations by Durkheim, Levy-Bruhl, and Freud. It is, perhaps, 
regrettable that, as the expositor of the psycho-analytic point of view, 
W. H. R. Rivers was not chosen in the place of Freud. 

Thrdughout the work the basic assumption is that cultural phenomena 
are the raw material of anthropological and historical study. Racialists 
following Gobineau and biological extremists, geographical determinists 
of the Ratzel school, and adherents to the psychological interpretation of 
history, such as the followers of Wundt and Lamprecht, will derive scant 
comfort from these pages. Yet Dr. Goldenweiser utilizes this "culture
concept" of the Boas school with moderation. Likewise, in considering 
the various theories of cultural development, he gives proper weight to 
all of the leading hypotheses. In every phase of analysis most of the 
significant recent interpretations are fairly but critically presented, and 
the work is thoroughly up to date in every respect. While by no means 
as brilliantly written as the previous works of Tylor and Marett, the book 
is well arranged and the diction clear. To those historians who are in
terested in the development of civilization or in the laws and processes 
of cultural and social evolution Dr. Goldenweiser's work will prove a 
timely and indispensable aid. 

HARRY ELMER BARNES. 

The Question of Aborigines in the Law and Practice of Nations, 
including a Collection of Authorities and Documents. By 
ALPHEUS HENRY SNOW. Written at the request of the Depart
ment of State. (New York and London: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 
192 1. Pp. v, 376. $3.00.) 

THE late Mr. Snow was long interested in the treatment of aboriginal 
and subject peoples, as evidenced by his Administration of Dependencies, 
inspired by the acquisition of the Philippines by the United States. The 
present work was written in 1918 at the request of the Department of 
State and is, in effect, a memoir primarily for official guidance and now 
published. 


