
The troubleshooting steps after pulse audio is hung [ overnight laptop just locked , not hibernated ].

1. Pulse Audio volume manager does not work , its hung. Any attempt to close/restart it is futile 

as back end pulse audio process is not responding.

2. Attempt to kill the pulse audio process does not work.

3. Attempt to identify what the pulse process is doing via strace –p does not work. And strace 

also becomes immune to CTRL+C [ gets stuck ]. Had to kill the strace process manually.



4. pacmd list-cards command is stuck. Can not identify or list any sounds at all.

5. Config - > sound does not indicate any active control or changeable status since no device is 

identifiable for sound service.



6. Logout does not have any effect on the pulse audio. 

7. Reboot does not kill the process nor does the poweroff option and the restart gets stuck at point

of waiting for the pulse audio deamon to finish [ which it will never ]. Hence all reboots are now 

unclean and have to resort to power button.




