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Nursing Informatics has had increasing interest and momentum in Saskatchewan over the past year.  The Ministry of Health has renamed the “Health Information Solutions Center (HISC)”  to its new name “eHealth Saskatchewan” effective Arpil 1, 2011. The Nurse Peer Network continues to work toward informing nurses and capacity building within nursing teams in preparation for an eventual electronic health record. Nurses have also been working to reorganize the Sask Nursing Informatics Association (SNIA), a professional practice group within the Saskatchewan Registered Nurses’ Association (SRNA). 
The partnership between the Saskatchewan Union of Nurses (SUN) and the Government of Saskatchewan has resulted in funding provided to each Regional Health Authority for strategies to improve recruitment and retention of nurses. Many of these committees have identified needs for professional development relating to technology, as well as purchases of equipment, as priorities for their regions. This has resulted in increased interest and awareness about Nursing Informatics throughout Saskatchewan and requests for presentations about informatics throughout the province.

As the CNIA presidency of Eithne Reichert comes to a close, I must reflect on the powerful influence Eithne has had on raising the profile of Nursing Informatics in Saskatchewan. This culminated in our recent virtual connection with a group of 22 nurses in Saskatoon to the national CNIA Conference in Atlantic Canada on Oct 27th.  On behalf of the nurses I represent in Saskatchewan, we are thankful for the leadership Eithne has provided in her role as CNIA president, and look forward to ongoing innovation and leadership with Margie Kennedy as our new president. 
Respectfully submitted by:  Della Stumborg, RN, BScN, Saskatchewan

