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Meetings
Nova Scotia Nursing Informatics Group (NSNIG) met ten times throughout the 2010/2011 year including the AGM. Meetings were via teleconference except for breakfast meetings in December and the AGM in June.

Membership
Traditionally, membership has increased in the year NDNIG hosts the conference and this year was no different. We have 63 members as of October 2011. A priority action item for next year is to seek ways to maintain the higher level of membership; explore what members would be seeking that would encourage them to renew membership yearly and to become more actively involved in the group.

Public Relations
Two newsletters were produced last year.

Website
During the past year we made new arrangements for the support of our website.

Education 
We participated in the Nursing Informatics Journal Club (NIJC) meetings in February and June with the New Brunswick Nursing Informatics Group.

Fall Conference 
The Nova Scotia Nursing Informatics Group (NSNIG) hosted the Atlantic Nursing Informatics Conference in Halifax on October 27-28, 2011.  In partnership with the Canadian Nursing Informatics Association, NSNIG was able to broadcast the first day’s sessions from coast to coast and south of the border! The conference was deemed to be a huge success with 63 participants (in-person) and 19 people registered for the event with 10 on- line conncections.

The conference theme was “Nurses Embracing Change in an Electronic World” and the agenda provided a range of speakers, highlighted on day one with two keynote speakers:   Maureen Charlebois, Chief Nursing Executive & Group Director, Clinical Adoption at Canada Health Infoway,  providing an overview of the national perspective:  where is Canada now with the EHR and where is it going?; and Sandra Cascadden, Chief Information Officer with Nova Scotia Department of Health and Wellness, providing the vision for the EHR in Nova Scotia.  As well, participants got to join in an interactive Nursing Informatics Journal Club first hand, as Cheryl Stephens-Lee, Clinical Applications Consultant, IT, Markham Stouffville Hospital Corporation, led the journal discussions from her office in Toronto.  Two journal articles were discussed regarding the Health Level 7 (HL7) Reference Information Model.  

The second day of the conference started with a keynote address on managing change, by Colleen Byrne, Manager and Employee Readiness Lead with McKesson’s Domain Expertise Group.  Other topics presented during the day were:  SEAScape Continuing Care – One Team’s Story; Protecting Patient Privacy; and a Medication Reconciliation Panel with three groups presenting their ‘Med Rec’ implementation successes and challenges.  The conference wrapped up with an interactive presentation of “Take this Job and Love it!” by Sheila Kelly, Founder of Aegis Coaching Services.  There were ample opportunities for networking during the conference with a well attended Wine and Cheese social on Thursday evening and a 15 minute Zumba Session held as a stress buster to kick-off Friday afternoon.  

Participant feedback from the conference was very positive including such comments as:
· Great variety of speakers/topics but it all tied together
· Nurses’ role in IT advancement is critical.
· Practical change management.
· Loved the Zumba!
· Good overall perspectives on how things are progressing nationally and provincially in development of the EHR.
· Really like that informatics skills needed to use electronic systems are starting to be addressed in nursing education.
· The most important thing I learned was that this is not about you.  It is about patient safety.
· Nurses and health informatics go hand in hand- everyone has a role.
· We all have challenges combining the science of Nursing and technology to better improve patient care and outcomes.  But we passionately all can contribute to moving forward for the same reason- better patient outcomes.



Respectfully Submitted

Nancy McCara

image1.png
+ENIA

Canadian Nursing Informatics Association




