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goodness does not exist in humanity now, nor did it exist within Adam or eve in 
the Garden. The source is God alone, his nature, and his character. Indeed, we were 
created good, but we were not created God. The obvious absence of such a source of 
goodness in any human reveals the nature of the freedom originally given to Adam. 
The “defect” (clearly visible by accidental necessity) is a freedom which was unfet-
tered, not tied to the source of goodness, God’s character. 

By definition, something unfettered and uncontrolled will not be able to con-
form to a good standard; to be “unfettered” or “uncontrolled” means it is not forced 
to conform to any external standard. It will “go its own way,” which is one way to 
understand the biblical concept of sin.39 The root of one hebrew word for sin is אָּטח. 
one way of understanding sin can be seen from its morally neutral and metaphori-
cal root in Judges 20:16 as “missing the mark”: “out of all these people 700 choice 
men were left-handed; each one could sling a stone at a hair and not miss.” similarly 
the phrase “turn to the right or left” is used descriptively of what it means to sin. In 
deuteronomy 5:32 it is used as a warning in introducing the decalogue: “so you shall 
observe to do just as the Lord your God has commanded you; you shall not turn 
aside to the right or to the left.” This is also the case in deuteronomy 17:11, 20; 28:14, 
Joshua 1:7; 23:6, 2 Kings 22:2, 2 Chronicles 34:2, Proverbs 4:27, and Isaiah 30:21. The 
new Testament uses a similar idea, and also intensified the same metaphor. not only 
are we morally deficient because we cannot “shoot straight,” but because we cannot 
shoot high enough or far enough: “for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God” (romans 3:23). To sin is to be unable to “track” with God and unable to “keep 
up with” God. The unfettered nature of freedom in this era seems to provide no force 
that compels God’s willful-creatures to track with him.

such is the necessity of evil of which I speak here. God in freedom created for 
his own purposes. But when he created, as he created, sin came with a subordinate-
metaphysical necessity from the good creation, specifically because it included his 
image bearers, the human willful-creatures. for no two objects follow the same path 
indefinitely, unless both are in some sense guided. In this case, one is guided by his 
Good nature and one is unguided, having a nature that is unfettered and without The 
Good. one is the source, the nature and character of God. one has a created, but 
not maintained, perfection and is not guided by the source. so, I will claim, God’s 
creatures, who began with perfection and a certain kind of defective freedom, must 
defect from God’s goodness, necessarily (because of no conforming force), but freely 
(operating unfettered and with true volitional freedom). This was the first era of free-
dom and its necessary demise.

39. There are many biblical definitions of sin including iniquity, pride, wickedness, rejection of 
God, idolatry, and almost uncountable examples of sin. I do not intend a rigorous definition of sin 
here, but only to observe that it is possible to consider that all of these represent “missing the mark” of 
God’s holiness. To sin is to fail the command of Leviticus: “be holy as I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44–45, 
1 Peter 1:16). 


