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To start with, I am using the swedish version of Open Office, its  version is :
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I open a document in 3 different ways and all ways produce the same result, one way is through archive – new textdocument, one way is through the ikon on the standard tools row, one way is from the start-window when Open Office is opened selecting textdocument The following example is using archive – new – textdocument:
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I created the table with 2 columns and 1 row to start with and then I place the cursor in the first column and first row. Then I select Insert – Field – date: 
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When the field is in place, I double klick on it to select a different format from the standard 99-12-31. In the column ”DateField with dynamic date” I have used the following format on the first row and the first column:
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Then in the first row in the second column in the document I inserted a date field in the same way except for one thing, in the choice I used was fixed date.
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Then i added all the different choices of format for the date field in the other rows down the columns, using the same method as for the first row. Each row have the same format in the 2 columns except that the left uses a dynamic date and the right uses a fixed date. Then I closed the document and re-opened it, and the result is as on top of this document. When I created the date field the first time there where no choice for the format shown after the re-open of the document, but after I re-opened the document and double-klicked  the date field, then it was one of the choices.
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When I look at the result of the table in the beginning of this document I notice that when the format chosen have a – sign, this will be changed to / sign. Also I noticed that the format the date field has changed to do not appear in the choices to start with, only after the saving – re-open procedure.

I am using Windows XP, but I have noticed the same result on Windows Vista. Here is the XP version :
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This is the setup for Open Office:
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