WHERE TO FIND FREE WINDOWS SOFTWARE

The crown of free software is OpenDisc, a collection of high quality open source (i.e. FREE) software for Microsoft Windows at theopendisc.com. See theopendisc.com/programs for the complete list and full descriptions. The jewel in the crown is OpenOffice.org, a complete office system which can open and save files in Microsoft Office formats as well as others. Open Office includes  a word processor, spreadsheet, database, presentation program, math and drawing modules. I have been using versions (originally Star Office for OS/2) for over 10 years and have had no compatibility problems. My office masterpiece was a book of my grandmother's poems including old family photos and a bit of family history.

Free HTML Editors, Web Editors, and WYSIWYG Web Editors and Site Builders: www.thefreecountry.com/webmaster/htmleditors.shtml

According to www.picasa.com, "Picasa is software that makes it easy and fun to view, organize, edit and share digital photos on your PC." It is available from Google.

PhotoPlus 6 is an excellent program for photo restoration and other purposes on a Windows computer. PhotoPlus 6 is not quite as powerful as the $90 Photoshop Elements. Then again, with a price tag of zero, many of us will accept a program that has 90% of the capabilities of the more expensive program.

You can download the free Photoplus 6 at freeserifsoftware.com. While at the site, you might want to look at the other free programs the company offers.  Pageplus SE is a great way to get into desktop publishing and easily design professional-looking documents. WebPlus 6 lets you quickly design and publish stunning websites - no HTML or previous web design experience required! DrawPlus 4 has all the power and tools you need to create attention-grabbing logos, striking text and artistic masterpieces. 3DPlus 2 can help you add a new dimension to your website graphics, presentations and desktop publishing projects.

IrfanView is a very fast, small, compact and innovative FREEWARE (for non-commercial use) graphic viewer for Windows 9x/ME/NT/2000/XP/2003/Vista at www.irfanview.com. It works with over 80 different formats including video/audio.

Audacity is a free, easy-to-use audio editor and recorder for Windows, Mac OS X, GNU/Linux, and other operating systems. You can use Audacity to:

· Record live audio. 

· Convert tapes and records into digital recordings or CDs. 

· Edit Ogg Vorbis, MP3, and WAV sound files. 

· Cut, copy, splice, and mix sounds together. 

· Change the speed or pitch of a recording. 

· And more! See the complete list of features at audacity.sourceforge.net/download/windows

There is more software available at sourceforge.net, but much is of a more technical nature.

The worlds most popular open source database: dev.mysql.com/downloads/mysql/5.0.html#win32

Luckily, there is a good anti-virus program that is available free of charge. AVG Free Edition is available to home users. This is not a trial version or a free introduction to something that will later ask for money. AVG Free Edition is free forever. AVG Free Edition is created by Grisoft, a producer of both free and commercial anti-virus programs. Get the latest version at free.grisoft.com.

ClamWin is another Free Antivirus for Microsoft Windows. It provides a graphical user interface to the Clam AntiVirus engine. ClamWin Free Antivirus comes with an easy installer and open source code at no cost. The latest version of Clamwin Free Antivirus is 0.91.2, and judging by the version number is still in beta. Get more details at www.clamwin.com. 

Don't forget the excellent free genealogy program at www.legacyfamilytree.com version 6.

And, of course, the excellent free email system from Google at www.gmail.com. Virtually unlimited storage, excellent spam filtering, and no advertising messages attached to your emails.

Speaking of Google, how about Google Alerts at www.google.com/alerts for email updates of the latest relevant Google results (web, news, etc.) based on your choice of query or topic. Some handy uses of Google Alerts include: 

· monitoring a developing news story

· keeping current on a competitor or industry

· getting the latest on a celebrity or event

· keeping tabs on your favorite sports teams

Google Checkout is a new service that makes online shopping faster, safer and more convenient. checkout.google.com Shop without revealing your credit card number or email address.

If you have a PayPal account (recommended) PayPal has partnered with MasterCard to release the PayPal Secure Card. It's a virtual credit card that generates a unique card number for each transaction. 

Here's how they work. You sign up for the program (MBNA, Citibank, Discover and PayPal all have them.) and download their software. Enter your credit card info, and generate a new number whenever you want to make an online purchase. 

At www.enginsite.com/Download.htm#Freeware you can download a free FTP (File Transfer Protocol) program for Windows. I use it to transfer files to my website when I need to add or update. 

This is only scratching the surface. Google for the functionality that you want and you may find many more. Let me know which ones you like and use or don't like! Send me email to stephan.bob@gmail.com.

FOR MOBILE DEVICES:

Opera Mini 4 is a Java-based mobile Web browser. According to Opera, you can use it on just about any cell phone that has been made in the past five years, provided you have an appropriate data plan. It also operates on Palm, Windows Mobile, and Portable PC handheld PDAs. Best of all is the price tag: FREE.

Opera works much faster than does Pocket Internet Explorer. There are two ways to get Opera Mini 2.0: Either go to www.operamini.com from your phone's browser, where you can click a link to download it, or send an SMS message to 96077. In the latter case, you'll receive a text message back with the tiny applet attached. The application will download, and you will soon be set to go.

Also, Google recently released Google Reader for reading RSS news feeds on the go. The interface is basic, but suitably slim for mobile devices, and each feed item includes a "See original" link that will take you to a mobile version of the originating web site. This isn't the only means of reading RSS news feeds on a handheld or cell phone, but it does work well. The price tag of "free" is tough to beat. You will need a free Google account to use this. You can learn more at www.google.com/reader.

