Appendix of  References Books  by Topic  

[Ch = Chambers, RD = Reader’s Digest, DT = D. Telegraph, Enc = Encyclopedia, Assn = Association,
U=up-to-date; Bib = useful bibliography,  u/l = series, [ ] = ed. date (after printing date),


Section 1: 

  Dictionaries & Thesauri

World Atlas & Dictionary Roundup – Reference Books Bulletin – American Library Assn website

Chambers Dictionary, 
the primary ref. & successor to the 20th C. Dicty



Ch.21st Century Dicty  - Ch/Larousse 1996, esp. for some ‘modern’ terms (not the son of the 20th C one!)

COD;  App. has exc. Currency table, OT/NT books, Gk/Ru alphabets, Groups, odd words (2 letter, q w/o u)    

Webster’s Dictionary

The American Heritage Dicty of the English Language (4th Ed) - Morris - Am Her/Houghton-Mifflin 2006                    - (Appendix has useful Word Roots section)

Oxford Thesaurus (useful only as backup); 


good cross-reference index

Chambers Thesaurus

Encarta Thesaurus – Bloomsbury 2001;  
New Penguin Thesaurus – Fergusson 2000

Australian Gem Dicty – Harper Collins 2005, 

BritSlang – Puxley – Chrysalis 2004, 

The Dinkum Aussie Dicty – Becket/Crooked Mick – Child 1987 

The Cumbrian Dicty – Rollinson – Smith Settle 1997

Chambers Crosssword Dicty – 2003 [2000]

Chambers Words for Xwords etc. – Simpson – 1987

The Quickway Xword Dicty – Hill – Penguin (11th Ed) 1990  
(word lists with brief meaning)

Essential Xword Solver – Bailey et al. – M& S 2001 

exclusive (word lists)

The Hamlyn Xword Dicty – Bailie – 1988 [1978] 

(many useful tables)

Bradford’ s Crossword Solver’s Dicty (5th ed) – Bradford – Harper Collins ’03 (v. useful Xrefs/inc. Proper)

Express on Sunday  Wordmaster - Coleman – 1994

DT A-Z of .. Everything – Montague – Little Brown

Hutchinson FactFinder – Helicon 1998 

Ch. Book of Facts – Parry  2000

Hutchinson Factfinder -  
Computer & Internet Dicty – Margolis – Random House 1999   (an excellent Computer reference)

Complete Dicty of Abbreviations – Schwartz – Harrap 1959       (a solid old reference)

New Penguin Dicty of Abbreviations   



(useful, but limited)

Rodale’s Synonym Finder –  Rodale – Warner/Rodale 1986

21st C Synonym & Antonym Finder – Kipfer – Princeton Lang. Inst. 

Dictionary of Synonyms and Antonyms (Oxford Paperback Reference) - Spooner 2006

Webster's Concise Dictionary & Synonym Finder - Merriam-Webster  2003

New Book of Lists: Compendium of Curious Info - Wallechinsky – Canongate (US) 2005  £8/£5

Payton’s Proper Names – Warne 1969



(excellent but dated)

Ch  Dicty of Science & Technology 



(excellent, esp. Appendices)

Hutchinson’s Dicty. of Science – Lafferty – Helicon 1998  (esp. Appdx: Nobel prize details, Bones, Discoveries…) 

MacMillan “Dicty of the History of Science” – Bynum 1983
(very useful on Scientists)

Ch. “Book of Days” 2004 

Dict of British Histy (to 1970) – Kenyon – TLC/Secker & Warburg 1981 (unusual maps, chronology & royal trees)


Nuttall’s Standard Dicty. ..- Gordon – Clowes undated early post-war, or prewar?     
            - (excellent lists: Hebrew, Pre- and Suf- fix, Latin & French phrase, Greek and Proper Names and Cities)

Roget’s Thesaurus   


(not generally useful as a reference – see opinion of Michener et al.)

Illus. Dicty. of Mythology – Wilkinson – DK 1998

Dictionary of Politics and Government,  (3rd Edn) - Bloomsbury 2004

Lempriere's Classical Dicty – Bracken/Studio reprint 199   (extensive classic, sometimes difficult as a result)


A Companion to World Mythology – Barber – Kestrel 1979, 
Dicty of Proper Names & Places in the Bible – Odelain – Robert Hale 1991

Oxf. Dicty of World Religions – Bowker – BCA/OUP 2002-4

The World’s Religions – Smart – CUP 1989   

(an excellent overview, worldwide, ancient & modern)

Observer’s Tropical Fishes – Wainwright – Claremont – 1996 (rev)  (Observer pocket books)

Dicty of Wines & Spirits – Price – Peerage 1987

Biographical Dictionaries

Chambers Biographical Dictionary - & 2002


(excellent, no Appendices)

Cambridge Biographical Dictionary



(excellent, esp. Appendices)

Concise Dict Natl Biog, 3 vol. (pb) - OUP/Softback Preview 1992; free online access to 60 vol. work!

The Times Guide to the House of Commons – Times Books;  (guide to each election, eg 2001, 2004)  
MP data and much else.  Methuen currently republishing guides from 1896.

  Encyclopaedias and Gazetteers

RD Great Enc. Dicty, v3 – 1964:   (exc. defns. in Arts, Architecture, Govt., Foreign Phrases, Slang, Names &  
……………….Surnames, Myths & Religion, Sciences, Sports & Games)

Enc. Britannica

Encarta Enc.

Hutchinson Enc. (pub. Yearly?)


(a useful reference)

MacMillan Enc. 



(supplements above)

Ch. “World Gazetteer” – Munro  –  Ch/Cambridge 1988  
(useful for place names)

Guinness Enc. of Games. Puzzles & Pastimes – Guinness/Guild 1988

Hoyles Games - 





(the Classic ref.)

Enc. of Espionage – Seth – BCA/New English Library 1974 – 
(a handy ref., not definitive)

Spyclopaedia – Deacon – MacDonald 1988

  Atlases  - some so-called Atlases are more Dicty or Enc, & are listed as such

World Atlas & Dictionary Roundup – Reference Books Bulletin – ALA website

21st C. World Atlas – Trident 1990s undated  (useful country by country maps, arr. by Continent)

Great Geog. Atlas – Mitchell-Beazley/Rand McNally 1982
£35 †

Philips Great World Atlas – Philips/RGS 2001-2

The Times Atlas of World History – 4th edn – 1993

(an excellent coverage from ancient times)

Harper Atlas of World History – Harper Row 1986

(an excellent alternative or supplement)

Philips Atlas of World History – O’Brien  1990   - (pb)    
(extensive - v. useful)

Philips Atlas of World History – Moore  1992
(£18)

(seems to be condensed version of above)

Bartholemew’s Family Atlas – 1983  -



(good compact atlas)

Atlas of Medieval Europe – Matthew – Equinox/Phaidon  1986
(£18) 
(well presented & useful)

Atlas of Ancient Archaeology – Hawkes – O’Mara  1974
(£20)
(well presented & useful)

Illus. Atlas of Jewish Civilization – Bacon -  Quarto/Deutsch 1990

World Atlas of Flags – Barker – New Holland 2004

(an excellent modern ref.)

Flags of the World – DK Ultimate Pocket Book - DK 1997
(well presented & useful)

  Atlases – British Isles

Historical Atlas of Britain – Falkus – Grisewood & Dempsey/BCA 1981

“Rail Atlas of Britain & Ireland” - Baker - OUP/Magna Graecia 1984 – (a very interesting comprehensive set of outline maps of the then current network)

The National Trust Atlas – NT & NTS / George Philip   - (a guide to NT properties, with Atlas)

Section 2: 

  History – Ancient, Classical & Roman

A Companion to Roman Britain - Clayton - Phaidon 1980

Roman Britain & the English Settlements - Collingwood - Oxford 1975

A Guide to the Prehistoric & Roman Monuments in E & W – Hawkes – BCA/Chatto & Windus 1973

NT Guide to Prehistoric & Roman Britain – Muir - Michael Joseph

The Origins of Britain – Laing – Routledge 1980 (£8)    


(exc. early summary)

What are the 7 Wonders of the World? - d'Epiro - Metro 1999

(useful lists based on Numbers)

Monuments of Civilization – The Middle East – Laroche – RD 1980

Sidgwick & Jackson Great Civilizations Series: 
(excellent studies of the selected civilisation)
The Glory that was Greece – Stobart – Sidgwick 1911;   (4th edn) Hopper -  Sidgwick/St Martins 1987

Also:  Carthage; India; Egypt; Babylon; Rome; Islam; Assyria; Viking Achievement; Norman, Japanese, Anglo-Saxon, Chinese, & Persian Achievement

The Wisdom of Israel – Browne – New Eng. Lib./4 Square1960; also, …. W. of Catholicism - Pegis
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