Ashokan High Point

· Nice views, blueberries, lovely brook

· Moderate to Difficult
· 7.6 miles round trip (out & back with short loop)

· Elevation gain of 2000 ft

· Hike time about 4.5 hours

Trailhead:  Follow NY Rte 28 east to Boiceville.
Turn right onto Route 28A amd follow around the Ashokan Reservoir and dams. After 3.0 miles, turn left onto Watson Hollow Road (CR 42).The Kanape parking area (with information board) is 3.8 miles and on the right side. The trail begins across the road just downhill (east) of the lot. Cross the wooden bridge and sign in at the trail register.

(Lat:41.936 Lon:-74.328)
· This is a pleasant hike up a small mountain that overlooks NYC's first and largest reservoir.

· The trail (marked with red disks) follows an old carriage road along the Kanape Brook. A 1.5 mile hike takes you along the Kanape Brook, Notice the stone walls and foundations along the way, remnants of hillside farms on what was once known as Freeman Avery Road. John Canape was one of the first farmers in the area. You pass streams rushing to the brook, stone walls, farm foundations (on your left), Norway Spruce plantings, a spring box planted by the Civilian Conservation Corps at 1.25 miles, and finally a clearing where the trail crosses the brook (small trout have been spotted). Here the trail runs through a dark, dense plantation of Norway Spruce trees. Once these trees would have been used for lumber and logs and protected the farm that once stood here from winds and snowdrifts.
· After 2.5 miles, you reach the low point on the ridge connecting High Point and Mombaccus Mountain. Turn left here (a sign points the way). You will soon see the returning loop trail on the left - continue straight. 

· Over the next mile, the route is much steeper - climbing almost 1000 feet.


· At the summit, there are anchor bolts in the rock where an old tower once stood. Spectacular views of the Esopus and Rondout Valleys, and the Shwangunk Ridge and the Mohonk tower to the east.

· A few hundred yards to the west lies a large mountain meadow with a wonderful view of the Catskill high peaks. From one spot which is also a campsite, you see a 6-mile panorama of Peekammos, Table, Lone, Rocky, Balsam Cap, Friday, Slide, Cornell, Wittenberg, and Samuel’s Point. 


· If you are adventurous, you can bushwack east following the ridge to the lower summit - sometimes called Little High Point. There is a large field of blueberries there, along with an expansive view to the South.

· Continue on the red trail, which is sometimes hard to follow on the summit with the competing herd paths.
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