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Description
The mission statement of the OpenOffice organiza​tion is: “To create, as a community, the leading international office suite that will run on all major platforms and provide access to all functionality and data through open-component based APIs and an XML-based file format.”

The original engine for OpenOffice is StarOffice, developed by StarDivision and bought by Sun Microsystems. Sun continues to sell a version of StarOffice but it sells for far less than MS Office, typically under $80.
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The OpenOffice project has a Community Council, consisting of project leads for various aspects of the software, elected by peers.

Ownership
The OpenOffice license puts the source code for the product in the public domain. The OpenOffice community controls aspects of marketing and decision-making about upgrades and releases, and coordinates volunteer development of loca lized versions and new functionality. Sun Microsystems continues to be the primary contributor of code.


Vital Statistics
Sales revenue is nil, as the product is given away free. OpenOffice.org accepts donations but strongly prefers volunteer labor from programmers and other skilled professionals. The network has hundreds of project leads and more than 100,000 registered members.

User Base & Distribution

Since its introduction in 2000, the OpenOffice application has been downloaded more than 37 million times, not including distribution by Red Hat and other Linux distributors that carry the applica​tion.

One survey put OpenOffice market share at 6 percent of businesses. Numerous large organizations use OpenOffice, and books and training are available virtually anywhere.

History

The OpenOffice application was released by Sun Microsystems in October 2000. By October 2002 it had been downloaded at least 8.5 million times.

The Community Council was formed in 2003. Version 2.0 (beta) was released in March 2005.

One ongoing concern for potential users is the resolution reached in April 2004 regarding the decade-long patent and inter-operability dispute between Microsoft and Sun. Sun secured the right to run Windows on its servers as well as a commit​ment from Microsoft not to sue StarOffice users for patent infringement. The two companies will work together more closely in future on technical stan​dards. However, Microsoft left open the possibility of suing users who adopt OpenOffice after April 2004, leaving some potential (considered low in practical terms) for further litigation.

Notable Competitors
Microsoft

StarOffice from Sun Microsystems also competes with OpenOffice, despite being based on the same core code. Sun Microsystems is not listed in this Guide.




