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is most famously embodied by the practice of “test-driven design”
design” but nowit's too late to rename it). We are not going to coverit
Untitled. (sctive) <] | et and already gets so much coverage in the Agile world.

a powerful practice that can improve testability and make quality easier Page =]
requires skill and forethought to pull off. and it s blind to many bugs
that occur only in a fully integrated and deployed system. SHl, it is generally much less trouble and
expense than GULlevel checking
A Context-Driven Approach to Automation in Testing
Let's see tool-supported testing in action! ? 21
more experience. Ruby has several libraries that provide support for the Windows API. He soon found
the R Automation library which is billed as “2 small and easy to use library for helping out to automate
‘windows and heir controls for automated tsting”. Like many such oper-source offeings, it is sparsely
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think about it Even something as simple as saving a fil, which is easil
‘an exercise in pure pedantics when you attempt to program a machine
save afile, the application may or may not present dialogs that are
‘approach; it may or may not use libraries or controls that are

k you're using. On any given run, the application may or may not be
‘may or may not ask you i you really want to overwrite another file; it
‘because that other file is locked by another process o because disk
‘The application may or may not
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s fussy”
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be interrupted by some other application during this process. It may or may not take an unusually long

time to save.

Humans take all these eventualities in stride—sve barely notice them unless they seem wrong! Not s0
for programs. Any possibility that has not been anticipated and not expressly programmed is a potential

tumble for the script, which means another round of troubleshooting. debugging and testing for the
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reject rital We embrace p[d)hm—solvmg ‘But this atttude is only
‘Too often, automation (in both senses—artifacts and enterprise) is
: Stuff that dazzles people even when it accomplishes ltte. Large tool
aren’t much help, either. it's not n their interest t help you seea
way of doing things.
ttet, except as a display for public relations purposes, then maybe
cannot be so if your intertion i to find important bugs before itis too
‘must develop an appreciation of the full spectrum of tools and their
+Driven testers apply tools it powerful wavs to eet tsstine done!

Whet Every Toolsmith nLL Kaner, Cem, Improving the
11 Kaner, Cem, Improving the Maintainabilty of Automated Test |
What Every Toolsmith Knows

11 Kaner, Cem, Improving the Maintainability of Automated Test !
What Every Toolsmith Knows
11 Kaner, Cem, Improving the Maintainability of Automated Test !
What Every Toolsmith Knows
11 Kaner, Cem, Improving the Maintainability of Automated Test !
What Every Toolsmith Knows
11 Kaner, Cem, Improving the Maintainability of Automated Test !
What Every Toolsmith Knows

11 Kaner, Cem, Improving the Maintainability of Automated Test ! ~

[ E—— D

COTMyOOFileTest (active)

iinderstand the complesxities of tools and of tests. This s s true for testing 2s for development, or
indeed as it is for any skilled occupation from carpentry to medicine.
Thank you to our reviewers: Tam Western, Alan Page, Keith Klain, Ben Simo, Pau! Holland, Alan
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}s tools can be used to help software testing. Yet, all across industry,
adds temible waste, confusion, and pain to what s already a hard.

can be done? We think the basic problem s 2 shallow, narrow, and
‘This is encouraged by the pandemic, rarely examined, and absolutely
hanical, repetitive process. Good testing, like programming is instead a
5 Tool use in testing must therefore be mediated by people who
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