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A patent ( /petent/ o /.
£ a set of exclusive righ
assignes for a limited per
Lnvention.

The procedure for granting,
ne extent of the exclusive
ational laws and internat
Epplication must include o
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tual property. It consist
to an inventor or their
public disclosure of an

ed on the pazentes, and
untries according to
wever, a patent

invention which must meet

ne relevant patentability requirements such as novelty and non-obviousness. The
exclusive right granted to a pafentes in most countries is the right to prevent
thers from making, using, selling, or distributing the patented invention without
ermission. [1]

nder the World Trade Organization's (WIO) Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights, patents should be available in WIO member states for
eny invention, in all fields of technology, [2] and the term of protection available
nould be a minimum of twenty years.[3] In many countries[which?], certain subject
areas are excluded from patents, such as business methods and computer

rograms [citacion needed].

In most countries, both natural persons and corporate entities may apply for a
atent. In the United States, however, only the inventor(s) may apply for a patent
although it may be assigned to a corporate entity subsequently[19] and inventors
may be required to assign inventions to their employers under a contract of
emplovment. In most Eurobean countries. ownershio of an invention mav pass from the
s
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