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Dear Dr. Armstrong, 





As a retired engineer, one of the great unwashed of your parent's generation (to use a Bulwer-Lyttonism), I am struggling a bit to tell you how much I enjoyed your writing course from The Great Courses without sounding fulsome and insincere.  If I miss the mark a bit, consider it an arrow truly loosed but errant in its journey.  





I just completed viewing the course “Analysis and Critique.”





Your mastery of the subject, your manner, and your presentation are all things I admired during the progression of the course.  All of these are difficult to accomplish, a fact I'm well aware of since I now attempt to teach technical topics at the university level and struggle with the craft.





Your presentations, from the review of the last session to the mention of upcoming topics at the end of each session, were very professional.  Your manner is formal but engaging, a delightful mix.  Your knowledge of the topic goes without saying, and it has also kindled an interest in me in Arthurian Literature and a desire to research and enjoy a few of the Bard's sonnets.  Believe me, this is an unexpected result.  





Your selection of examples, from Bulwer-Lytton to Shakespeare, is a great blend of the familiar and the new.  Because my own operational definition of learning depends on the integration of newly acquired information with the previously known body of knowledge, this greatly eased my comfort with the material you brought to us.  Your recommendation that the student read “Eats, Shoots, and Leavesbrought one of my favorites to the fore.





Your recommendations on the process of editing and the common usage errors are golden.  Technology is not easing these problems, but aggravating them at every turn.  Literacy, attacked by the adoption of e-mail, battered by the introduction of texting, now suffers the cannibalistic nibbles of twitter.  The only things more disastrous than spelling checkers are the grammar checkers which were incorporated into some commercial word processors a few years ago.  If you are not familiar with the examples compiled by Krisnamurthy, I recommend them.  I have taken the liberty of including a web link at the bottom of this note.





Writing and editing have been important to me.  In my past life, when I was courting my wife, an editor, she offered to edit  my resume, I first rejected the offer.  I had been using the resume for a decade.  It was obviously sufficient, since I had used it to obtain the job I had then.  Spell checking had just become available and it had passed with a few minor corrections.  Finally, in an attempt to impress her, I relented.  When she returned it to me, the red pools almost obscured the pages.  It looked as though someone had sacrificed a small animal on the cover page.  As she told me later, because we had just met, she had hesitated to return it to me.  When I accepted the edits without protest or recrimination, she figured then that I might have potential as a husband.





The most egregious error, which could only be made by an engineer, raised as a Catholic, seeking employment in the aerospace industry, and with an unwarranted faith in the technology represented by a spell checker, was the occurrence of the word “missalwhen the intended noun was “missile.”





And it is with somewhat the same trepidation that I dispatch this note.  I wrote it.  I let it cool and temper for a period of days.  I came back to it to edit it, knowing full well that there are errors of usage, punctuation, and some things of which I am not aware.  And I send it off, hoping, if not for forgiveness, at least for understanding.





In summary, a great lot of fun.  Thank you for a job well done.  I will be watching for any further of your offerings in this arena.





Sincerely








Sam Domenico
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