Thank you for subscribing to Electric Guitar Riffs! I am pleased to offer this eBook I compiled on the history of that instrument we have such passion for – the guitar. It is richly  illustrationed and also includes a list of the 10 most valuable guitars in history, to date. I hope learning the history of this beloved and enduring musical voice will increase your love for this ancient and amazing instrument.  Enjoy!

Tyler Avery

The Glorious History of the Guitar
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1) Early Beginnings

Bet you didn't know that the history of the guitar can be traced back through a history of over 4000 years. Some say the guitar is a development of the lute, or even the really ancient Kithara.
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The oldest known iconographic representation of an instrument showing the features of a guitar is a 3,300 year old stone carving of a  Hittite bard.
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There were many instruments created and used across Europe, starting in the 12th century and later in the Americas. These instruments evolved from earlier ones used in ancient central Asia and India.

2) Origin of the Instrument and its name, “Guitar”

The word guitar used today has evolved over the centuries.

The English word is guitar.

The French word is guitare.

The German word is gitarre.

The Romanian word is chitara.

They all came from the Spanish word guitarra, derived from the Latin, cithara. The Spanish word guitarra is also attributed to the Andulusian Arabic qitara, from the ancient Greek Kithara, which in turn can be traced back to the old Persian language. “Tar” in Persian,  means “string.” It is not believed however, that the modern guitar evolved from the Roman instrument, cithara romana.
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Many believe it evolved from the 4 string OUD, which arrived with the invading Moors, all the way back in the 8th century. The oud is still popular today, and you can find recordings on Youtube. It produces a beautiful and haunting sound
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Others believe it could have evolved from the 6 string Scandinavian lute brought to medieval Europe by the invading Vikings. The Norse hero Gunther (also known as Gunnar), 

has been shown in carvings of 800AD, playing a lute with his toes as he lay dying in a snake pit, in the legend of Siegfried.
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By the 15th and 16th centuries, the Spanish Vihaiela became an important influence in the development of the guitar as we know it today.
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The Baroque guitar led the way to what we know today as a classical guitar. They were smaller and created a much quieter sound. They were rarely used as a solo guitar, more usually in ensembles.
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3) Beginning of the Modern Classical Guitars

Spaniard Antonio de Torres Jurado (1817- 1892) was responsible for creating what we know as the classical guitar today.
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Torres increased the size of the guitar body, altered its proportions and invented the 'fan top bracing' pattern, the system of wooden struts which support and reinforce the soundboard and back of the guitar. His design improved the volume, tone and sound projection of the guitar. It has barely changed design to date.
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4) Steel String Acoustic Guitar

In the 1840's, a German-American luthier (stringed instrument maker) C.F. Martin helped towards developing the steel string acoustic guitar.
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5) Resonator, Resophonic or Dobro Guitars

All of the guitars in the headting above were invented by the Slovak-American John Dopyera (1893-1988) for the National and Dobro (Dopyera Brothers) Companies. They resembled the flat top guitar, but the body could be made of steel, brass, and nickel-silver, as well as wood.
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6) And At Last...Electric Guitars Come Upon the Scene!

Adolph Rickenbacker met George Beauchamp and Paul Barth, who had been working together to develop the magnetic pick-up. All together,  in 1931, they formed the 'Electro String Company' and produced their first Hawaiian guitars.
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Other manufacturers adopted Beauchamp's design, one of them being Gibson. After the 2nd World War, Gibson joine[image: image16.jpg]


d up with Les Paul to extend their designs. Leo Fender of Fender Music also worked on a similar design.

7) History Of Fender Guitars

The Fender Company started as Fender's Radio Service in late 1938 in Fullerton, California.
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Leo Fender was a qualified electronics technician and was not only repairing radios, but musical instrument amplifiers, home audio amplifiers and much more.

He went on to selling records and renting out self-designed and built PA systems. Leo saw faults in existing designs of amplifiers, so he started designing his own.

By the early 1940's, he formed K&F Manufacturing Corporation with Clayton Orr 'Doc' Kauffman. Together, they designed, manufactured and sold electric instruments and amplifiers.

1945 saw the production of Hawaiian lap steel guitars (incorporating a patented pick up) and amplifiers, which were sold as sets.
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By the end of the year, Fender knew he didn't want to do any more repair work, but concentrate on manufacturing. Kauffman wasn't convinced and so they parted ways in a friendly manner.

Fender renamed his company the 'Fender Electric Instrument Co.' His service shop remained open until 1951, but Fender no longer personally supervised it after 1947.

He absolutely revolutionized guitar advertising! His campaigns showed guys skiing, skydiving, surfing, and flying jet planes with the slogan “ You won't part with yours either.”

The Fender was here to stay!
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In 1954 Fender introduced the now coveted Stratocasters, or “Strats” as they are now known. Strat has come to mean any guitar styled like the original. The body was made of ash, and designed like the precision bass. It was asymmetrical, with a pick guard that matched the shape of the body. It featured 3 single coil pickups, a recessed jack, 3 control knobs, volume and 2 for tone. design was based on the already popular Fender precision bass – the same asymmetrical body, contoured on the back. The pick guard followed the body's contours allowing the electronic components to be mounted on a single removable surface.  Three single coil pickups created sound modulation not available before. It also featured the first combined bridge-vibrato unit.
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On February 11th 1994, the Fender manufacturing plant in Ensenda, Mexico, burned down. Bill Shultz, the Fender president, decided to temporarily move production from the Mexico plant to the US plant. These guitars are very rare and can be recognized by the unique serial number.

There are some seriously famous Fender Guitar owners:-

Kurt Cobain................George Harrison..................Keith Richards.............Jimi Hendrix

Bruce Springsteen...................Eric Clapton..................Mark Knopfler........Dave Gilmour

Maybe you will have your own one day!

8) History Of Gibson Guitars

Gibson was a musician and a wood craftsman (luthier). He loved creating musical instruments such as mandolins, harps, and arch top guitars.
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In 1896, Orville Gibson opened a little shop in Kalamazoo, Michigan, to sell his creations. He was always working on new ways to build string instruments. The earliest electric Gibson guitar known, had a wonderful perfect solid wooden rectangular one piece body.
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In 1902, Gibson sold out to investors and they renamed the company 'Mandolin Guitar Manufacturing Company.'

Between 1902-1944, some of the most beautiful Gibson guitars were produced. These are now highly collectible, such as : J-45 Flat Top, Gibson F-5 mandolin, Gibson L-5 Arch Top, and the Gibson Es-150 with Charlie Christian pickups.

Lloyd Loar joined Gibson in 1919.  When Gibson died, Loar continued working on Gibson designs.
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During World War ll, the production of musical instruments had to be suspended, as materials were very hard to find.

In 1944, the company was bought by Chicago Musical instruments (CMI) and once the war was over, manufacturing went crazy, as there was such a huge demand.

In 1948, Ted McCarty became president of Gibson. He made the company soar and created some beautiful instruments:  Byrdland, ES-335, Flying V, Les Paul, SG, Firebird and the Explorer.

The Les Paul has a wonderful story. Les had been working on a solid body guitar since the 1930's. Eventually in 1941, he split an arch-top Epiphone in half lengthwise and then bolted both sides to a 4x4 solid block. Les Paul called it ' The Log'. It wasn't pretty, but it made people realize that solid body instruments had a unique sound.
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Les Paul had shown his ideas to Gibson around 1945, but they didn't seem interested. He is quoted as saying they called it “A broom stick with a pick-up on it.”

However, a few years later, Gibson realized they did need Les Paul and his ideas. Ted McCarty tracked him down and the first Les Paul appeared on the market in 1952.

A vintage Gibson is truly a wonderful find!!

9) The History Of  Ibanez Guitars

The Hoshino Gakki Company began in 1908 as the musical instrument sales division of the Hoshino Shoken- a bookstore company.

The Ibanez brand name dates back to 1929, when Hoshino Gakki began importing Salvador Ibanez guitars from Spain.

When the Ibanez workshop was destroyed during the Spanish Civil War, its guitars were no longer available. So, Hoshino bought the Ibanez brand name rights and started to produce Spanish acoustic guitars in 1935.
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By the 1960's, the Ibanez catalogs showed guitars with some crazy looking designs.
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By around 1970, Hoshino was using the Fujigen Gakki guitar factory to make most of the Ibanez guitars.

Early 1990's, Hoshino's friendships with Frank Zappa and Steve Vai, resulted in the creation of the Ibanez JEM and the Ibanez Universe models. He now had the following of great musicians!!
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Unfortunately Hoshino got involved with lawsuits relating to copy designs of  'classic guitars', so he eventually dropped classic copies and changed to designing Superstrat guitars. Many modern features appeared, such as controversial body shapes, 2-octave fingerboards, slimmer necks, slim pointed headstocks, higher output electronics, locking tremolo bridges and many different finishes.

Fans of Ibanez guitars are mega stars such as: Bob Weir of the Dead, Paul Stanley of Kiss and Adrian Smith of Iron Maiden.
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10)  The History of the Newcomer, B. C. Rich Guitars

Bernardo Chavez Rico, a skilled flamenco player, built guitars in Los Angeles in the mid 1960s, in his own shop. His shop was known as a lively place always filled with music from musicians jamming. It was a gathering place for family friends, and musicians.  

In 1969 he made his first electric guitars and basses. In 1972 he produced the first Seagull, all handcrafted. This was the first with the innovative, and now hallmark B.C. Rich “neck-through” design, adding sleek stability to the guitar structure. 
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Bernardo brought in some talented designers and began to create the iconic shapes for which B.C. Rich is now famous. In 1978 he released the first Mockingbird, a favorite of rock musicians. Then in the early 80s along came the brilliant Warlock.  B.C. Rich's distinctive designs have become synonymous with the edgy extreme of Rock...Heavy Metal, Death Metal, and the theatrics we love so about the Rock genre. Many of the great Rock musicians have created their own distinctive lines of guitars with them. 
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                                                                     For personal reasons, the B.C. Rich is my favorite guitar. So I
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t have to include a good sampling of these beautiful instruments. Rico 

10) THE TEN MOST EXPENSIVE GUITARS TO DATE

I thought you would have fun knowing about the world's most expensive guitars. Mind you, one may be sold tomorrow for more than the ones I have  found to show you today! Anyway, it makes great reading.

No 1.                    $375,000 dollars.

1949 – Fender Broadcaster prototype.

It was sold to a private collector in an auction.
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N0 2.                  $455,000 dollars.

1996 - Gold Leaf Fender Stratocaster.

It was ordered by Eric Clapton in 1996, and sold in 1997 at Christie's Auction House.
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N0 3                    570,000 dollars

1964 Gibson.
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It belonged to George Harrison and John Lennon. They used it when they were recording the Revolver album, and later by John when he was doing sessions for the White album. George later gave it to Peter Ham (Badfinger). After Peter died, it wasn't discovered until 2002. It was auctioned off in 2004 to an anonymous bidder.

No4                     $623,500 dollars

1965 Fender Composite Stratocaster.

It was given to Stevie Ray Vaugan by his wife on his 26th birthday. He used it all the time until he died in 1990. It was sold by his estate in 2004 to raise money for a charity called the “Crossroads Center in Antigua.”
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No 5                   $791,000 dollars

CF Martin & Co. 1939

It belonged to Eric Clapton and was sold off at auction to an anonymous buyer.
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NO 6                  $847,000 dollars

1964 Gibson ESO 335 TDC

It belonged to Eric Clapton and he used it a lot during 1964, but rarely after that. It sold for the highest price ever paid at auction for a Gibson.
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NO 7                  $959,000 dollars

Blackie - Stratocaster hybrid

Jimi Hendrix influenced Eric Clapton to switch to a Stratocaster guitar from his Gibson.

Clapton bought 6 vintage Strats from the guitar shop in Texas for 100 dollars each. He gave one each to George Harrison, Pete Townshend, and Stevie Winwood. He then took the best parts from the other three, combined them and called his hybrid 'Blackie.'

He played it for the first time in January 1973 and kept using it until he retired it in 1985 because of neck problems. It sold at auction in 2004.
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NO 8                  $1.2 - 2 million.

Custom made Washburn 22 Series Hawk

It belonged to Bob Marley and was one of only 7 guitars that Bob Marley used in his musical career.

November 21st 1971, Bob did a gig in Vancouver. When he had finished, he gave the guitar to a guitar technician, Gary Carlsen. He told him “Take it, as you will understand later.” Carlsen sold it and later founded the charity “Different Journeys, One destination” with the money from the sale.
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NO 9                    up to 2 million dollars.

1968 Stratocaster

It belonged to Jimi Hendrix and he used this guitar at Woodstock in 1969.

From 1970 until 1990, it was in the possession of drummer Mitch Mitchell. It later appeared in 1990 at the New Fender Artist Center. It had cigarette burns on the headstock and the strings were reversed, which was a trademark of Jimi hendrix.

It was sold the same year at Sotheby's for 198,000 dollars. Rumor has it that Paul Allen (Bill Gates' right hand man) later paid up to 2 million dollars for it.
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NO 10                  up to 3.7 million dollars.

Fender Stratocaster
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It was first sold at auction in Qatar in 2005. It was bought by the Qatari Royal family for 

1 million dollars, who then donated it to the charity “Reach Out to Asia.” The charity had been set up for victims of the tsunami and was over seen by Bryan Adams. The guitar was then sold again for the charity and raised another 2.7 million dollars.

The guitar had been signed by Bryan Adams, Eric Clapton, Mick Jagger, Jimmy Page, Dave Gilmour, Jeff beck, Liam Gallagher, Paul McCartney, Sting, and many more. It managed to bring in 3.7 million dollars for the charity.

Well, there you have it, the amazing history of the guitar. I hope you have enjoyed reading this story, as much as I enjoyed creating it for you.

Tyler Avery
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