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Cursor positioning and movement



Firefox OS

Cursor positioning in edit field 

The caret shows up. The user can drag the caret to 
move the cursor.

The user tap texts to position 
the cursor.

tap
drag the 
caret to 
the right

2. [Caret appear] 3. [Drag the caret]1. [Position cursor]

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

The user can drag the caret to 
position the cursor.

If the finger leaves the touchscreen, 
the caret disappears after three seconds.

4. [Cursor reposition]

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

The caret can be dragged toward up, down, right and left.

Notes
Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 



Firefox OS

Cursor positioning and movement in URL field

tap the URL
address

drag the 
caret

tap the 
selected
URL 

The user taps the URL. 

1. [Position cursor in URL]
10 : 08 pm

2

q w e r t y u i o p

a s d f g h j k l

z x c v b n m

.,?123

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0

@ # $ % ^ & * ( )

:/ +_ - “ ‘

! ?
En

http://activeapplicati

Thewhole URL address is selected 
and highlighted. 

2. [URL selected]
10 : 08 pm

2

q w e r t y u i o p

a s d f g h j k l

z x c v b n m
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:/ +_ - “ ‘

! ?
En

tiveapplications.net/

The user taps the selected URL 
and the cursor will be then 
positioned and the caret shows up.  

3. [Cursor positioning]
10 : 08 pm

2

q w e r t y u i o p

a s d f g h j k l

z x c v b n m

.,?123
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! ?
En

tiveapplications.net/

The cursor is repositioned.
The caret disappears after 3-second 
time-out.

4. [Cursor movement]
10 : 08 pm

2

q w e r t y u i o p

a s d f g h j k l

z x c v b n m

.,?123

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0

@ # $ % ^ & * ( )

:/ +_ - “ ‘
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En
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The URL should be selected and highlihgted before the caret appears (Screen 2 and screen 3) so that users can directly type keywords to search or input new website 
link to replace the previous one. 
The interaction is based on user behavior and has been widely adopted in different OS platform.

Notes



Text selection



Firefox OS

Text selection in edit field (method 1: single caret)

long-tap 
the caret

drag the caret 
to the left

move up
and to the 
left move down

drag the 
activating 
caret

move the
finger from 
the screen follow the 

two carets 
behavior

The user long-taps the caret to 
activate the selection mode.   

1. [Cursor with the single caret]

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

If the user move his finger from 
the touch screen, the double carets 
will shows up for further adjustment.
They will be time out (3sec) if there 
is no actions.   

The user can tap the edit field to 
unselect the texts. 

4. [Double carets appear]

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

The caret is activated and the 
hint (arrows) show up to indicate 
the user dragging the caret for 
selection.

2. [Single caret for selection]

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Whie dragging the caret, the 
selected texts will be highlighted.

3. [Text selection by single caret]

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

The caret can be dragged toward 
up, down, right and left.

Notes Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

“grow” is unselected 



Firefox OS

Text selection in edit field (method 2: double carets)

The user long-taps a specific word 
to activate text selection.

long-tap

1. [Activate selection]

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send drag the 
caret

tap the 
selected 
texts  

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

The double carets show up and 
the user can drag to adjust the 
selected area.

2. [Texts selected]

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

The selected area is extensioned.
The user can tap the edit field 
again to unselect all.

3. [Selected area adjustment ]

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

The highlighted texts are now 
unselected.

4. [Unselect all]

New message

To:

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Send

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L Ñ

Z X C V B N M

12
3 ;) . NEXTQ

Both carets can be dragged 
toward up, down, right and left, 
but they can’t cross each other.

Notes
Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up 

Another year older, 
another year wiser. Well, at 
least you are growing up drag the right 

caret to the left

The right caret canʼt cross the left one and the left caret canʼt cross the right one. 
Hence, in this case, at least one letter “g” will be selected. 
If the user wants to select the texts on the left side, he should tap to cancel 
and reselect again.



Notes

Firefox OS

Text selection in URL field 

long-tap 
the URL

drag the 
caret

tap the 
selected
URL

The user long-tap the URL in 
the field.

1. [Activate text selection]
10 : 08 pm

2

q w e r t y u i o p

a s d f g h j k l

z x c v b n m

.,?123

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0

@ # $ % ^ & * ( )

:/ +_ - “ ‘

! ?
En

http://activeapplicati

The URL is now selected.  
The URL field shows the rightmost 
characters with the right caret. 

The user can drag the caret to adjust 
the selected area.

2. [URL selected with carets]
10 : 08 pm

2
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En
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The selected area is shortened.

The user can tap the URL field 
again to unselect all.

3. [Selected area adjustment]
10 : 08 pm

2

q w e r t y u i o p

a s d f g h j k l

z x c v b n m
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The URL is now unselected.

4. [Unselect all]
10 : 08 pm

2

q w e r t y u i o p
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z x c v b n m
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En
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The behavior of single caret and double carets for text selection can be both applied in URL field.



Firefox OS

Text selection in page content

tap the 
selected
area

long-tap 
the texts

drag the 
caret

4. [Unselect all]

The user long-taps on specific
texts to activate text selection. 

1. [Activate text selection]

Firefox OS (project name: Boot to 
Gecko, also known as B2G)[5] is a 
Linux-based open-source 
operating system for smartphones 
and tablet computers. It is being 
developed by Mozilla, the non-
profit organization best known for 
the Firefox web browser.

Firefox OS

The word is now selected and 
highlighted and the carets appear.

The user drag the caret to adjust 
the selected area. 

2. [Text selected with carets]

Firefox OS (project name: Boot to 
Gecko, also known as B2G)[5] is a 
Linux-based open-source 
operating system for smartphones 
and tablet computers. It is being 
developed by Mozilla, the non-
profit organization best known for 
the Firefox web browser.

Firefox OS

The selected area is adjusted.

The user can tap the page content 
again to unselect all.

3. [Selected area adjustment]

Firefox OS (project name: Boot to 
Gecko, also known as B2G)[5] is a 
Linux-based open-source 
operating system for smartphones 
and tablet computers. It is being 
developed by Mozilla, the non-
profit organization best known for 
the Firefox web browser.

Firefox OS

The texts are now unselected.

Firefox OS (project name: Boot to 
Gecko, also known as B2G)[5] is a 
Linux-based open-source 
operating system for smartphones 
and tablet computers. It is being 
developed by Mozilla, the non-
profit organization best known for 
the Firefox web browser.

Firefox OS

Notes

Only the double carets for text selection can be applied in page content.



Thank you!


