
Firefox 3.6 vs. Firefox 13 on Mac 
streaming performance 



Test Configuration 

• 13” Macbook air 

– 1.7 GHz Core i5 

– Intel HD Graphics 3000 384 MB 

– OS X Lion 10.7.4 

• 2 hour movie playback in full screen mode 

• Playback control panel on screen for duration of playback 

• In-browser performance comparable so not included in results 



Full screen (2 hours of play) 
Firefox 13 

• Streaming drops to 235kbps (lowest rate) in 
response to high rate of dropped frames 

• Approx 6.8 dropped frames per second, 
independent of bitrate. This is not watchable. 

Firefox 3.6 

• Playback stable at highest bitrate (3600kbps) 

• Approx 0.2 dropped frames per second, 
which is barely perceptible. 
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