News

News Headlines Archives History Got News?

Resources

Alternate OS Gaming Tips Game Servers Haus of Shogo Links

Opinions

Commentary Reviews

Site Info

About the Haus Team Haus Clan THoP

Hosting provided by

EZ-Net Internet Services

Finger Tracker courtesy of

Subscribe to our AvantGo channel!

Haus Guests:

Search News

Proudly Piloting Eel-Laden Hovercraft Since 1999

Roll Your Own Mozilla

October 14, 2003 -- by A.T. Hun

When switching to Linux, one of the things you have to get used to is compiling and installing programs all on your own. This sounds painfully complicated to the uninitiated, but usually it’s just a matter of untarring the source and then doing the old "./configure, make, make install" three-step.

Some programs, due to their very nature, are very complex so the compilation process is more complex too. The compilation three-step will not work, for example, when compiling a custom kernel. Nor will it work if you want to compile your own xft build of Mozilla (xft adds antialiased fonts support to Mozilla). This HOWTO will walk you through the process and try to make it as painless as possible.

One note: I don’t claim that any of this material is original. It was gleaned from various sources on the Internet. It just seems that every time I go to compile Mozilla, one of the resources I used to use has disappeared. From now on, I’ll know where to find these instructions :) Also, this HOWTO assumes that you already have xft installed and functioning properly. Most (if not all) recent distributions do that by default.

Step 1: Get the Source

For my latest compilation, I was using the source for Mozilla 1.4.1 which can be found in http://ftp.mozilla.org/pub/mozilla/releases/mozilla1.4.1/src/ There are two tarballs, one compressed with bzip2 and one with gzip. I downloaded the bzip2 version because its superior compression results in a tarball that is 25% smaller. The source for other versions is available in a

src/ directory under each release.

Step 2: Configuration

Untar the tarball in a handy location. I usually use

/usr/src. Thus, I go to that directory and issue the

command tar xfvj mozilla-1.4.1.tar.bz2. Once that’s done, use your favorite text editor to create a file