November 19th, 2014 

To the Institute of History – PhD Applications, 

Post: 14-262
I would like to be considered for one of the two PhD positions at the Institute of History at Leiden University, as advertised on the Leiden University website under vacancy number 14-262. My academic background and experience are well suited to the needs of this endeavour. I myself am an alumnus of the Leiden University, having recently graduated with an MA (Research) in Ancient History.

My main research interest lies in changes in landholding patterns in Late Republican Italy, with particular focus on the Roman villa, but extends to interrelated issues of colonisation, urbanisation, demography and social and economic history. 

As part of my MA I wrote a dissertation under the supervision of Prof. Luuk de Ligt, in which I conducted a literature search, researched and analysed difficult primary sources and combined literary and archaeological evidence where appropriate. In my thesis I argued that the study of landholding patterns in the first century B.C. has traditionally been somewhat neglected and deserves more scholarly attention. My thesis therefore focused on the age of Sulla (app. 80 B.C.).  The aim of the thesis was to analyse the effects of Sulla’s colonisation programme and on the programme of proscriptions on the landholding patterns in Italy, with a particular focus on whether either could have caused an increase in villa-building.

My study showed that the colonisation programme was probably conducted on a much smaller scale than is normally assumed. Moreover, I argued that the colonists were more successful than often thought. As a result of this I concluded that Sulla’s colonisation programme did not, as was long held, lead to a significant increase in villa-building through the abandonment of land by Sullan colonists, but instead points to the programme aiding the survival of the small- and middling-peasantry. The proscriptions, I argued, effected great change in landholding patterns through the redistribution of land held by the elite. 

I argued that it is likely to have led to both increased villa-building and to increased economic differentiation within the elite.  [If this is past tense (argued) it can continue from the sentence about. If it is meant to be a new argument (I argue) it should be included in the paragraph below?]

The PhD project I wish to undertake is related to the line of enquiry of my MA thesis and will require many of the same skills I have demonstrated in my MA thesis. I want to study what causes villa-growth, with a particular focus on the first century B.C. The details of the project are contained in the enclosed research proposal. 

I understand that teaching is an important part of the position. Before I came to university I completed a year of the Teachers Training in History at Windesheim College, so I have already enjoyed some training and I have some teaching experience at secondary school level as well. 

Please find enclosed my CV, MA thesis, statement of purpose and a list of referees. Please feel free to contact me if you require any further information or materials. 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

Max Koedijk 
