iesel engines, unlike gasoline engines, do not use spark plugs to induce combustion. Instead,

they rely solely on compression to raise the temperature of the air to a point where the diesel

combusts spontaneously when introduced to the hot high pressure air. The high pressure and

g ttern of the diesel ensures a controlled, complete burn. The piston rises, compressing the air in

eflinder; this causes the air's temperature to rise. By the time the piston reaches the top of its travel

path, the temperature in the cylinder is very high. The fuel mist is then sprayed into the cylinder; it

instantly combusts, forcing the piston downwards, thus generating power. The pressure required to heat
the air to that temperature, however, requires a large and strong engine block. TIMES NEW ROMAN
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