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Chapter 2007

Friday May 4 - 5, 2007:El Cajon,  XE "States:California" 

 XE "States:California" California Elks Lodge 1812, El Cajon

We sit at the Elks Lodge in El Cajon, California organizing our stuff from the house. We are now homeless;  XE "Highlites:Patrick house closed escrow" Patrick house closed escrow yesterday.

 XE "Highlites:David, Mathew, and Dan went to father/son banquet" David, Mathew, and Dan went to father/son banquet at Mission Beach.  XE "Highlites:Elizabeth and I (Merlene) went out to dinner" Elizabeth and I (Merlene) went out to dinner. Visited until almost midnight. David is going to miss his Dad.

May 5 - 6La Mirada,  XE "States:California" CaliforniaJoey’s house, curbside Visited with Mom (Evelyn).

12:15 p.m., Turned North (805) on our big adventure. First stop, Joey.

1:00 p.m., stopped for lunch at rest stop outside Oceanside. 1:30 p.m.,  XE "Highlites:San Diego is in the rear view mirror." San Diego is in the rear view mirror.

3:00 p.m.,  XE "Highlites:visited with Joey" visited with Joey.

May 6 - 9Simi Valley,  XE "Cities:California" California  XE "Camp Spots:Elks Lodge" Elks Lodge. XE "Camp Spots:Gary and Glyniss  are here" Gary and Glyniss  are here and we have met up with them. Stayed in Overflow. Good place to stay.Saw Jeff, Beth, and Ryan.May 7: Merlenes Birthday. We moved to some hookups available in the Elks campground today. Went to  XE "Highlites:Ronald Reagan Presidential Library" Ronald Reagan Presidential Library today – Very Nice. We even went into  XE "Highlites:Air Force One" Air Force One (this plane was in commission during Reagans administration). Had a great  XE "Highlites:Mexican Birthday dinner at Don Cuco’s" Mexican Birthday dinner at  XE "Food:Don Cuco’s" Don Cuco’s, complete with  XE "Highlites:Sombrero picture and the company of Gary and Glyniss" Sombrero picture and the company of Gary and Glyniss.

May 8: Went to  XE "Highlites:Nethercutt Museum" Nethercutt Museum and saw antique cars and train. Very interesting. Must go back to see collections (antique orchestrains – music machines – very rare).

Only open Thurs – Sun – plus its free!

May 9  - 12 XE "Cities:Shaver Lake" 

 XE "Cities:Shaver Lake" 

 XE "Cities:Shaver Lake" 

 XE "Cities:Shaver Lake" Shaver Lake,  XE "States:California" CaliforniaRon and Kit Simpsons house.

Headed toward Shaver Lake after a late 10:30 a.m. start.

May 10:  XE "Highlites:Toured Shaver Lake area" Toured Shaver Lake area.

May 11: Went on a  XE "Highlites:tour of the Hydro Power Plant" tour of the Hydro Power Plant with elementary school kids on their bus. It was the first time they gave tours since 9-11-2001. To get to the turbines and all, you actually drive in with the bus. It must be a mile before you get to the unloading place and the whole time you are slowly descending in altitude It was a great tour. We got invited by Kit as she was and aid for the kids and she could squeeze us in. Ronnie and Dan played their guitars for a couple of hours.

May 12 -13
Left Ron and Kits about 8:15 after a wonderful time . We want to go back and spend at least a couple of weeks exploring all the lakes and trails. It is so peaceful there.  XE "Highlites:Kit cooked for us everyday! Full Hookups Too" Kit cooked for us everyday! Full Hookups Too!! Wow!!

We are heading to Red Bluff, California to see Elizabeth.

May 13 -15Red Bluff,  XE "States:California" 

 XE "States:California" California Elizabeths home, no hookups.Visitied with Elizabeth, Steve and Katrina, John and Vicki.

May 15 - 20Grants Pass,  XE "States:Oregon" Oregon Visit with Aunt Barbara . 12:45, we entered Oregon.

May 16  we went on  XE "Highlites:Hellgate Jet boat on the Rogue River" Hellgate Jet boat on the Rogue River, with  XE "Highlites:Aunt Barbara, Valerie (her daughter), Troy (Valeries husband, and Diedre (Aunt Barbaras daughter)" Aunt Barbara, Valerie (her daughter), Troy (Valeries husband, and Diedre (Aunt Barbaras daughter). Fantastic!

Had  XE "Highlites:BBQ chicken and ribs, wine beer, even dessert at the OK Corral on the river" BBQ chicken and ribs, wine beer, even dessert at the OK Corral on the river before going back up river (food and drink included in tour price). This was a 4 hour trip!

May 17: Took a  XE "Highlites:tour of the area with Aunt Barbara" tour of the area with Aunt Barbara. Had lunch at a place overlooking the river (bought a jacket from there). Saw a covered bridge at  XE "Covered Bridges:Grave Creek" Grave Creek and went through a museum that showed how the  XE "Highlites:settlers came to the Willamette Valley" 

 XE "Highlites:settlers came to the Willamette Valley" settlers came to the Willamette Valley. Went through  XE "Highlites:old hotel in Wolf Creek" old hotel in  XE "Cities:Wolf Creek" Wolf Creek where many stars stayed. They have a Clark Gable room. You can stay there for $89 per night including a full breakfast. The rooms all have antique beds, dressers and a rocker. 

May 18 – Went to  XE "Highlites:Crater Lake" Crater Lake. It is very beautiful! We followed the  XE "Highlites:Rogue River" Rogue River and saw many beautiful spots. We had a late lunch in  XE "Cities:Prospect" Prospect (population 600). Aunt Barbara had us over for dinner and she made a great  XE "Highlites:spaghetti dinner" spaghetti dinner.

May 19 (Saturday) – We went to the  XE "Highlites:Growers Market" Growers Market in town. Nothing special. We are hanging out by the river  catching up on things. Our mail finally arrived at Aunt Barbaras…..yeah!

May 20 – 21Sisters ,  XE "States:Oregon" OregonSisters RV Park?

Heading North after getting gas and wine (Eugene Costco, Trader Joes $3 buck Chuck here). The  XE "Highlites:windshield wiper quit working" windshield wiper quit working. Of course, this is our fist rainy day since we left San Diego.

We are heading east toward  XE "Highlites:Redmond" Redmond ( XE "Cities:Bend" Bend,  XE "States:Oregon" Oregon area). We stopped to check out the windshield wiper problem and have a bite to eat and the engine  XE "Highlites:batteries are dead" batteries are dead! I hope this is not the start of bad luck!

We just went through  XE "Cities:Walterville, Oregon" Walterville, Pretty “little – very” town. The entire  XE "Highlites:trip on hwy 126  to Sisters" trip on hwy 126  to Sisters was beautiful except for the rain and no wipers! The RV park was expensive in Sisters but we were ready to stop.

May 21- 22Pendelton,  XE "States:Oregon" OregonWalmart  - $0, no hookups

10 am, we are on our way again to?

Think our wipers are fixed for now, don’t know how long they’ll last. The sun is shinning but there are clouds in the horion.Almost got hit by a horse . He came up a bank on the side of the road just all of a sudden. He was right next to us. That could have been a bummer, but all is well.

Just passed the  XE "Highlites:45th parrellel (half way between the equator and North Pole)" 45th parrellel (half way between the equator and North Pole).

Stayed in Pendelton, Oregon (where the Pendelton woolin mill is). There are 3 campgrounds (really only 2, one is a storage lot). People lived in the other 2 in small trailers. No way, Walmart seemed great!

Went out for Pizza .

The drive from Sisters to  XE "Highlites:Pendelton was beautiful" Pendelton was beautiful, farmland, forests, and lots of rivers and creeks).

May 22 - 23Walla Walla,  XE "States:Washington" WashingtonElks

This is a very nice Elks lodge (inside). The camping spots were for cars with electricity, no matter, we were the only ones there.

We looked around for houses. Beautiful Victorian neighborhoods. Some beautiful new homes being built near the  XE "Cities:Milton Free Water, Oregon" 

 XE "Cities:Milton Free Water" Milton Free Water, Oregon border . Lots in with big beautiful homes are selling for $40,000 to $60,000 for 1.2 and 2.1 acres…..Might have to go back.

May 23 – 25Pullman,  XE "States:Washington" WashingtonPullman City Park

On the road again headed towards Pullman. The landscape is beautiful, green fields as far as the eye can see. Went through Dixie!Dayton is a cute little town with some great Victorian farm houses. We've noticed a lot of old homes have been re-done beautifully in this area.

Went to  XE "Water Falls:Polouse Falls" Polouse Falls. This is quite a sight out in the middle of the desert, a water fall!

Going here changed our route and now its hard to know which direction to pursue. So much we want to see. It is so amazing that there is still so much open land. Its been a long time since we have been in a “concrete jungle”. Yeah!

Dan just stopped in the middle of the highway to see what is growing in the fields. It appears to be oats.

Beautiful scenery, blue sky and puffy clouds. Looks like a picture. Went over a very cool bridge across the Snake River. It looked like an erector set!

We stayed at the City Park by the colledge in Pullman. It was ok at best.

May 24 – Drove around  XE "Cities:Colfax, Washington" Colfax. Found lots of really nice old homes but it does not look like there is any growth.

Drove out to the  XE "Highlites:Granite Lake Dam on the Snake River" Granite Lake Dam on the Snake River. This is another pretty drive through farm lands.

Ate lunch at  XE "Highlites:Boyer Park" Boyer Park. It was empty but will be busy soon. There is a nice campground on the river.

Took a walk in the nice city park.

Decided to go to Scott and Cindy’s since its memorial day weekend and we don’t have reservations anywhere.

May 25 - 27Bayview,  XE "States:Idaho" IdahoMarina - $32/night

7:30am off to Bayview, Idaho. 10am crossed  into Idaho.  XE "Cities:Spokane" Spokane is a pretty area. Want to stop and look at  XE "Highlites:Liberty Lake" Liberty Lake on our way back.

Got to  XE "Highlites:Scott and Cindy’s" Scott and Cindy’s – could not make it up the driveway so stayed 2 nights at campground by Marina. Not to great but we are at Scott and Cindys house most of the time and that was great. What a view they have. Cindy cooked us tacos for dinner.

May 26 – put Scotts boat in the water and took their friends boat back to his house at another lake up the road (not as pretty). Got boards to try and get our motorhome up their driveway.

They fed us and were great hosts. Cindy and Merlene did some garage sales.

May 27 – I (Merlene) do not feel well. I woke up during the night with stomach cramps. We are moving up the road to the state park. We decided we did not want to hurt anything going up their driveway. Spent the day veging.

May 28 – Went to  XE "Cities:Sandpoint" Sandpoint,  XE "States:Idaho" Idaho with Scott and Cindy. Had a nice lunch at  XE "Food:Spuds" Spuds. Good soup, salads and sandwiches with good bread. Looked at real estate around Bayview.

May 29 We are building Scott and Cindy a shed. Its going to be a fine shed with 8 foot walls! Dan and Scott are working hard, Cindy too. Me, well I have other things to do , like laundry and such!

May 30 – June 3Bayview,  XE "States:Idaho" IdahoFarragut State Park - $21.50/night, Water and Electric, no sewer.

This is a beautiful park. There are 6 to 8 Camphost jobs and 30+ park aid jobs. They are going to send us an application.Dan & Scott got the shed done. Looks Great! Cindy fed us every meal! We went out on  XE "Highlites:Lake Pend Oreille" Lake Pend Oreille 3 times in there boat, its beautiful here on the lake.

Sunday the 3rd, Dan roofed the shed and we all went to dinner at the  XE "Food:Captains Wheel" Captains Wheel, a friendly place.

June 4 – June 7Colville,  XE "States:Washington" WashingtonClosed Campground, no hookups.

Headed to  XE "Highlites:Neighbor Marks" Neighbor Marks. Mark has an acquaintance who runs or owns a resort campground that is closed but said we could park there for a couple of nights (we are not sure the RV will make to Marks on the road to his place).  We could have electricity but felt we should not since we were getting our camp spot for free! There is no one around and right on the lake.

The campground is just across the lake from Marks cabin. The area, including Marks cabin and property is beautiful.

June 5 and 6 we looked around Colville with Mark and met his real estate lady, Star. Looked at a beautiful 7 acre horse property for $279,000. Really great old barn (it was a dairy farm at one time). The house was not a big deal. Mark took us to dinner at the Stephanies Oak Street Resturant. It was delicious.

June 7 – 10Spokane,  XE "States:Washington" WashingtonCamp Ground near Cathy and Robs house, full hookups.

Said goodbye to  XE "Highlites:neighbor Mark" neighbor Mark  and heading down hwy 395 to visit with Cathy. Cathy fed us steak for dinner.

Had a great time exploring Spokane and other waterfront areas. Hiked, laughed and saw the blues.  XE "Highlites:Cathy and Rob" Cathy and Rob are great people to be around. We will be back soon to visit.

June 11 -14Moses Lake,  XE "States:Washington" WashingtonSuncrest (just off hwy 90), PPA $18/night, full hookups. Lots of freeway noise.

Got to Moses Lake. Our property is great and not really over priced. We talked to a contractor about building. Big question for us, to build or not to build. Take the money and run or put some more money to build and hopefully make more money. We have looked at a lot of property here. Waterfront property is outrageous (of course not compared to other spots on the water). On the other hand you can still get starter homes that the kids can afford, however almost 2 years ago they were less!! Wish David and Wendi would move here and get a house. They could get a start to be able to move somewhere else if they wanted later. I am sure we won’t be able to convince them with Kara’s parents and Mathew and Elizabeth and with Wendi……???? Not sure who will hold them up but I will bet they won’t make the move. If only the kids could look through our eyes at how life works and the opportunities we walk away from. We love them though!!! Just wish we could get those two to make a positive move, yeah, they would have a down time getting jobs but we might be able to work that out.

June 15 – 16Moses Lake,  XE "States:Washington" WashingtonCity parkScott and Cindy came over to see our lot. Yesterday we were going to build on it, today we don’t think so. Sell, take the money and find another place with a house. Moved to City park. Its very nice. Sites have water and electric and there is a dump station. Talked with camphost there. She is a kick. Don’t want to camp host there it is 24/7.

June 16 - 17Leavenworth,  XE "States:Washington" WashingtonIcicle River RV Resort, $31.00, full hookups.

Leaving for Christi’s, stayed at Leavenworth. It’s a cute Bavarian schemed town like Solvang, only in the pines. It is just west of Wenatchee along the Icicle and Wenatchee rivers.Its the first really “tourista” place we have been. We roamed the shops and didn’t buy anything but a card! Yeah! We stayed at Icicle River RV Resort. It was a great place on the river. Had all the amenities for $31.00. Want to go back and get a river site.

June 17 -  July 1Stanwood, Washington Christi’s driveway  $0, 15 amp

Stopped to see  XE "Highlites:Wenatchee Lake" Wenatchee Lake. Great campground at  XE "Camp Spots:Nason Creek" Nason Creek (no hookups). South side of Wenatchee (there is a north side). Very windy today and the lake looks like the beach, that is, white caps and small waves (6 to 8 inches). Elevation is between 1200 and 2000 feet but lots of pines that make you think we at higher elevation.

We are on the  XE "Highlites:Cascade Loop" Cascade Loop (On hwy 2/97 out of Wenatchee). When we go to the East side we will take the upper half of the loop.

We need to go back and see  XE "Highlites:Deception Pass" Deception Pass on Hwy 2. We missed it (just a quick glance). We are driving next to the  XE "Highlites:Tyee River" Tyee River and there was  XE "Highlites:snow along Stevens Pass" snow along Stevens Pass. Stopped and ate lunch beside the river.  XE "Highlites:David called" David called while we were stopped so got to have a nice talk.

Made it to Stanwood. The boys were waiting at the end of the road. Sabin made dinner and we had a good visit.

June 18 – Catching up on some business. Nice campground (Christi’s drive) but it only provides 20 amp so we can’t have many devices plugged in at one time, but the price is right (I think it could get costly). It’s a nice view except for the sheet hanging in the park! Boys are at school and everyone is at work (Ha Ha!)

Went to vehicle licensing to get  XE "Highlites:motorhome and car registered in Washington" motorhome and car registered in Washington. Need Trust.

June 19 – Went to  XE "Highlites:field day at Jericho and Jesse’s school" 

 XE "Highlites:field day at Jericho and Jesse’s school" field day at Jericho and Jesse’s school. Thomas went to a water park with the 8th graders. Ate hot dogs and cheeto’s, cotton candy and Ice cream for lunch at school. Oh yeah, there was veggies and apples too. Popsicles later!Jericho graduated in the evening. Very nice ceremony. After there was cake, cookies, soda, candy bars, etc…

All in all, a very healthy day.

June 21 –  XE "Highlites:Thomas graduates!" Thomas graduates!

June 22 –  XE "Highlites:Merlene went to Jessie and Jericho's school for last day" Merlene went to Jessie and Jericho's school for last day, while Dan dumped the RV. Went out for  XE "Food:Thai food" Thai food and  XE "Highlites:Christi, Sabin and the boys went to Gargoyles and played pool and video games" Christi, Sabin and the boys went to Gargoyles and played pool and video games, etc. We joined them after dinner and had fun.

June 23 – Off to  XE "Highlites:Eli's soccer game" Eli's soccer game. They played well. Eli is very good! Had  XE "Food:hot dogs at Target on the way home for dinner." hot dogs at Target on the way home for dinner.

June 24 –  XE "Highlites:Took Thomas to old car show" Took Thomas to old car show in Stanwood. He has great taste in cars. He wants an old Mustang…..Good Luck! Grandpa would like to see him in one and help him fix it up…...imagine that!

June 25 – Hung out at Christi's.  XE "Highlites:Took Eli, Thomas, and Jesse to Wenburg to swim." Took Eli, Thomas, and Jesse to Wenburg to swim. Jesse was the only one getting into the water.

June 26 – Drove to  XE "Highlites:Camano Island" Camano Island and checked out the state park which was nice. Hit a dog but think he is ok.

June 27 – Off to  XE "Highlites:Eli's soccer practice" Eli's soccer practice and made a  XE "Highlites:$3 Buck Chuck (wine) run" $3 Buck Chuck (wine) run.

June 29 – Drove to  XE "Highlites:Coupville on Whidbey Island" 

 XE "Cities:Coupville on Whidbey Island" Coupville on Whidbey Island: cute little town. Had a great sandwich at the coffeehouse overlooking the water (ocean or sound?). Took a nice little  XE "Highlites:hike at Deception Pass" hike at Deception Pass. The sun came out for our hike and then came the rain.

June 30 – Hung out in the SUN!! The boys went off to get fireworks and shot off Bottle Rockets and Smoke Bombs all afternoon. Took the boys to the county park (Lake Goodwen) to swim.

July 1
Perrygin Lake State Park,  XE "States:Washington" Washington $26/night
A new month and we are on the road again. What a  XE "Highlites:beautiful road (Hwy 20" beautiful road (Hwy 20, the top half of the  XE "Highlites:Cascade Loop" Cascade Loop (we took the bottom half in route to Christi's).  XE "Highlites:We had lunch in a roadside park on the Skagit River (talked to Mom there)" We had lunch in a roadside park on the Skagit River (talked to Mom there). Just stopped to take a picture of a  XE "Water Falls:waterfall high over the river" waterfall high over the river. We are going up into North Cascades National Park. The road follows the river in most spots.

Along the road around the Visitors Center ( XE "Cities:Newhalem" Newhalem), 100's of cut Christmas trees lying all the same direction. Newhalem seems to be a town where people that work at the power plant (Dam) live. Now there is no water in the river except for a trickle. Now there is another Dam (thats where the water is!).

Another adventure, turned into the wrong place and had to unhook so drove down the road and across the dam. There was a college down there. The water there at  XE "Highlites:Diablo Lake was turquoise" Diablo Lake was turquoise!

It was a beautiful drive.

Stayed at Perrygin Lake State Park. Its nothing special.

Chapter 2010

January 15
Harbison Canyon, CaliforniaWendi’s Driveway, St.George Street: $0, 20amp, sewer/water at site. Internet is not very good, TV ok.

Left Wendi’s Friday 1/15

Total mileage:

Motorhome  7155

Car  3763

January 15 - 18Yuma, Arizona

Fortuna de Oro Rv Park, $34/full hookups

Had a  XE "Highlites:nice visit with Scott & Cindy" nice visit with Scott & Cindy

January 18Lordsburg,  XE "States:New Mexico" New MexicoRest stop  (overnight) 

January 19Fort Scott,  XE "States:Texas" TexasWalmart : $0, no hookups

At least a dozen RV’s here. The rain has been chasing us, but have only had some sprinkles. Vehicles are filthy already.

January 20 -24Austin,  XE "States:Texas" TexasMcKinney State Park; $26 w/e.  Very nice, close to town.

Went to  XE "Presidential Libraries:LBJ Library" LBJ Library and  XE "State Capitols:Austin" State capitol, but Capitol was in lockdown, as someone had fired his gun at the entrance.  Just our luck!  Ate BBQ at  XE "Food:Stubbs" Stubbs -was ok.

Friday, met with  XE "Highlites:Cousin Mark" Mark and he drove us to  XE "Food:Smitty’s" Smitty’s  for the BEST BBQ we’ve ever had.   It is in an old brick building, served on butcher paper w/white bread!  Had  XE "Food:Tex Mex" Tex Mex  for dinner with  XE "Highlites:Mark, Tracy, Craig & April" Mark, Tracy, Craig & April.  XE "Highlites:Mark & Craig took us all over Austin" Mark & Craig took us all over Austin, to some great places- XE "Highlites:Mt Bonnell" Mt Bonnell,  XE "Highlites:Zilker Park" Zilker Park &  XE "Highlites:Barton Springs" Barton Springs,  XE "Highlites:Threadgills" Threadgills (a nostalgic music bar).

Went to  XE "Highlites:Alamo" Alamo and  XE "Highlites:Riverwalk in San Antonio" Riverwalk in San Antonio, &  XE "Highlites:Gruene Hall" Gruene Hall and listened to some music and had a beer.   XE "Highlites:Mark made us a goody bag" Mark made us a goody bag to go w/gumbo he made (YUM) and Salsa &  XE "Highlites:chips that Tracy made" chips that Tracy made.  Great visit with all of them. 

Austin seems to have a lot of German influence. 

In the car, drove to  XE "Cities:San Antonio" San Antonio  XE "States:Texas" Texas. Very interesting town and very nicely situated. Visited the  XE "Highlites:Alamo, the Missions and walked the River Walk" Alamo, the Missions and walked the River Walk. The Alamo is interesting especially in regards to the timeline of events that occurred in the 1700 – 1800’s. The River Walk is  many stores and restaurants poised on a very nice winding walkway alongside the Colorado River (not the same as we know in Arizona). We ate at ‘Ritas’. It was pretty good Mexican food along with the pitcher of  XE "Brews and Spirits:Shiner Bock" Shiner Bock.

Access to the River Walk is from the above main street down to the River. There are many access points.

January 25-31Conroe,  XE "States:Texas" Texas Lake Conroe – (TT) $0

The Drive from Austin to Conroe (just North of Houston) was a very nice scenic drive. Seems to be a bit greener than Austin area.  Visited  XE "Presidential Libraries:Bush (41st president) Library, Austin, Texas" Bush (41st president) Library.  Very Nice, much better done than LBJ Library.

Visited  XE "Highlites:NASA in Houston" NASA in Houston.  Pretty commercial.  A little pricey for what you get.  Glad we went though.

Wed- Down day, laundry done. 

Fri-Drove to  XE "Cities:Galveston" Galveston.  Depressed but beautiful Victorian homes (some nice, some not kept up so well…hurricane Ike or ????).  Toured one of them, the  XE "Highlites:Bishop’s Palace, Galveston, Texas" Bishop’s Palace.  Very Interesting! 

Feb 1 – Mar 4Abbeville,  XE "States:Louisiana" LouisianaBetty’s RV Park (the greatest little park ever!)

Not much to see between Texas and Louisiana so we just kept driving toward our destination.

Arrived at Betty’s RV Park a day early (scheduled for Feb 2) and our site was available!

Went to  XE "Cities:Lafayette" Lafayette to the  XE "Highlites:Acadian Village" Acadian Village. This is were some of the arlier settlers began.

Saw the St. Johns Catholic church. Huge and a real cool cemetery.

Took a  XE "Highlites:tour of the Tobasco Factory" tour of the Tobasco Factory  and  XE "Highlites:had a Boudin" had a Boudin. This is a skin filled with rice and sausage. Pretty Good, especially with Tobasco sauce on it!

Took a tour of the  XE "Highlites:Konrico Rice plant" Konrico Rice plant.  XE "Highlites:Konrico provides 75% of the rice for Asian countries" Konrico provides 75% of the rice for Asian countries! They fill the land with water (kind of like they do for cranberries) to keep the grass and weeds from growing.

Went to the grand opening at  XE "Highlites:Hub City Ford and saw Geno Delafosse" Hub City Ford and saw Geno Delafosse ( XE "Highlites:Zydeco music" Zydeco music ), then to  XE "Highlites:Touchet’s  (2 checks) for more Cajun music" Touchet’s  (2 checks) for more Cajun music and dancing and free dinner.Super Bowl party at Betty’s.  XE "Highlites:Marvin made gumbo and everyone brought goodies" Marvin made gumbo and everyone brought goodies. Delicious food and  XE "Highlites:the Saints won.  Who Dat" the Saints won.  Who Dat!

Drove the  XE "Highlites:Tech Bayou scenic byway to Morgan City" Tech Bayou scenic byway to Morgan City.  XE "Highlites:Cypremort State Park" Cypremort State Park  was very interesting. Beautiful mansions along the  XE "Highlites:Tech river" Tech river.

Laundry day.  Then went to  XE "Food:Cajun Claws for crawfish" 

 XE "Highlites:Cajun Claws for crawfish" Cajun Claws for crawfish.  Yummy!!!  A new experience.  Poor Dan had to eat crawfish and shrimp, but I was in heaven.

Drove to  XE "Highlites:Intra Coastal City" Intra Coastal City.  Interesting to see the  XE "Highlites:BIG  boats" BIG  boats.

Had a  XE "Highlites:band at Betty’s" band at Betty’s and appetizers for dinner.  Great time.  Bought a CD.

Went to  XE "Food:Café des Amis in Breaux Bridge" 

 XE "Highlites:Café des Amis in Breaux Bridge" Café des Amis in Breaux Bridge for breakfast and  XE "Highlites:Zydeco music" Zydeco music with  XE "Highlites:Doug & Janie & Bob & Mary" Doug & Janie & Bob & Mary.  Great Place.  Stood outside in 30 degrees for an hour to get in, but worth it!

Went to  XE "Highlites:Church Point to an invitation only “courir" Church Point to an invitation only “courir” chicken run where a lot of beer drinking, costumed guys, on foot & horseback, chase a chicken thrown from the farmer.  It is supposed to be to put in their gumbo.  It is followed by a parade of “floats” & of course lots of beads being thrown.  What a blast.  It’s something everyone should do at least once in their life.  Went to  XE "Highlites:Valentine’s dinner at the Riverfront restaurant" Valentine’s dinner at the  XE "Food:Riverfront restaurant" Riverfront restaurant with  XE "Highlites:Bob & Mary" Bob & Mary & had a wonderful dinner of crab & shrimp.

Monday, had a trade show at Betty’s (sold 2 Bears!) followed by crazy games and of course happy hour.Fat Tuesday, went to 3 parades in Lafayette with the whole group.  Had a blast, brought home tons of beads and then went to dinner at  XE "Food:Shuck’s" Shuck’s. Had crab cakes, oysters & shrimp.  It was ok.

Wednesday, 5 or 6 of the group left.  It was kind of sad as we seemed to have become a little family. Hope to stay in touch with some of them.  New people coming in today so we will start all over!

Went to  XE "Highlites:St Martinville" St Martinville and saw the  XE "Highlites:Evangeline museum" Evangeline museum and old oak.  Not really much to see. Ate at  XE "Food:Victor’s in New Iberia" Victor’s in  XE "Cities:New Iberia" New Iberia.  It was a cafeteria & was excellent.  I had shrimp fettucine & Dan had a great Jambalaya.

Went to  XE "Highlites:Touchet’s" Touchet’s with group and then came back to an extended happy hour.  Didn’t get home til 8.  Got me a shirt.  Now we can be matching! 

Got  XE "Highlites:shrimp off the ship in Delcambre" shrimp off the ship in  XE "Cities:Delcambre" Delcambre.  YUMM…had to rearrange the freezer to fit it….heads on even!!!  Can’t wait to try it on the Barbie.  Took pics of some old shrimp boats.

Drove to  XE "Cities:Freshwater City" Freshwater City &  XE "Highlites:saw a boat go through the Locke and saw lots of alligators" saw a boat go through the Locke and saw lots of alligators.  Had po boys at  XE "Food:Suire’s" Suire’s  on the way. Very good.  I had a shrimp one, of course.  

Went to  XE "Highlites:Eunice  and saw the Cajun Hall of Fame" 

 XE "Cities:Eunice" Eunice  and saw the Cajun Hall of Fame. Eunice wasn’t much!  Hung out at Betty’s for the weekend and enjoyed our new friends before a lot of us left for other places.

March 3-19Westwego,  XE "States:Loisianna" LoisiannaBayou Signette State Park,  $23 w/e

Walked around  XE "Highlites:French Quarter" French Quarter and  XE "Highlites:Bourbon Street" Bourbon Street in  XE "Cities:New Orleans" New Orleans.  Tried a  XE "Food:Muffuletta for lunch" Muffuletta for lunch and then  XE "Highlites:Beignets and coffee at DuMonds" 

 XE "Food:Beignets and coffee at DuMonds" Beignets and coffee at DuMonds.  All day my (Merlene) stomach was in pain.  Came home and slept.  Fri morning  XE "Highlites:Dan took me to the emergency" Dan took me to the emergency ( XE "Highlites:Touro Hospital in New Orleans" Touro Hospital) in New Orleans where we discovered my appendix had burst.  Had surgery at 4:18p and remained in the hospital for the next 9 days.  I feel lucky to be here, but there were a couple days when I’m not sure I wanted to be.  I am on the mend but know it will take some time.  They say 6-8 weeks recovery time.  Hopefully I can pop back a little faster.

March 19-27Pass Christian,  XE "States:Mississippi" MississippiWolf River Resort, (RPI) $10 Full hookupsDrove around the Gulf and visited Bouvoir (Jefferson Davis’ home), but didn’t tour since I couldn’t stand for 1½ hous.  Mostly rehabbed.   XE "Highlites:Dan cooked the greatest Shrimp" Dan cooked the greatest Shrimp that we got off the boat in Louisiana.   XE "Highlites:Dan & I made great Lasagna & a loaf of banana bread." Dan & I made great Lasagna & a loaf of banana bread. 

March 27- 30Pensacola,  XE "States:Florida" Florida (Warenton)Elks Lodge, $15 w/e

Not a bad Elk’s Lodge.  10 sites on grass. 

Sunday,  XE "Highlites:toured Naval Air Museum" toured Naval Air Museum.  It was fantastic.  Ate at  XE "Highlites:Cubi Café where they have duplicated the a bar in the Phillipines" 

 XE "Food:Cubi Café" Cubi Café where they have duplicated the a bar in the Phillipines along with everything out of it.  There are all of the wooden plaques from all the squadrons that served there.  Very interesting.  I got a little tired but well worth it.  Went to lighthouse there but could not walk up all those steps!  Monday,  XE "Highlites:toured Fort Barrancas" toured Fort Barrancas.  Amazing work from that time.  Wish the kids could have seen it.  I walked a lot of , etc.  Pooped but did ok and was worth it.  Then drove along Gulf to  XE "Cities:Gulf Shores" Gulf Shores,  XE "States:Alabama" Alabama.  Nice area (luckily Spring Break is over).  Visited with some  XE "Highlites:friends, Wendall and Ruth" friends, Wendall and Ruth, from Betty’s who were staying at a park there.  Nice to see them.  Had lunch at  XE "Food:Bubba’s" Bubba’s, seafood platters that were excellent (all fried, of course).  Had  XE "Highlites:fried dill pickles and okra" fried dill pickles and okra to go with it! 

March 30Carrabelle,  XE "States:Florida" FloridaSunset Isle & Yacht Club (PPA) $13.50 Full Hookups 

Beauftiful park they are fixing up for lot sales.  Red brick road, beautiful pool and dock slips.

March 31-April1Tallahasee,  XE "States:Florida" FloridaElks Lodge Full hookups 12.50

Visited  XE "Highlites:Wakulla Spring. Largest spring in the world" Wakulla Spring. Largest spring in the world. You can swim (with alligators) or take a boat ride.  There is an old Lodge there.  A lot of history about the property.

Went to  XE "Highlites:Alfred B Maclay Gardens State Park" Alfred B Maclay Gardens State Park.  The grounds were beautiful to meander through. Beautiful for photographs.   XE "Highlites:Brought lunch and ate by the lake" Brought lunch and ate by the lake.  It was so peaceful.  The  XE "Highlites:dogwoods, azaleas" dogwoods, azaleas, and much more were in full bloom.

April 2-3Brunswick,  XE "States:Georgia" GeorgiaWalmart $0

Easter weekend and can’t find a place to stay!Toured Jekyll Island.  Very interesting.  Beautiful  “modest cottages” belonging to the Rockefellers, Biltmores & the like for winter homes in the 40’s.  Lot’s of history.  It would have been nice to ride all the bike paths around the island.  Maybe next time when I’m all mended.  Also drove around  XE "Highlites:St Simon Island" St Simon Island.  One part was very tourista wih mostly vacation rentals.  As you drove out to  XE "Highlites:Fort Fredrica" Fort Fredrica (ruins) there were beautiful, modest homes in a beautiful setting.  Walked around a beautiful cemetery adjacent to a darling chapel.  The landscape was amazing, so peaceful.  Walked around the grounds at the Fort (also quite pretty).  I am totally pooped out though, it was a bit of a down day for me.

April 4  
SavannahError: Reference source not found , GeorgiaError: Reference source not found 

Skidaway Island State ParkError: Reference source not found   $33 w/e

Nice park.  Toured Savannah.  Savannah was charmingError: Reference source not found .  Drove to Tybee IslandError: Reference source not found  and saw lighthouse.  Too many steps for me just yet.  Went to Crab Shack but too crowded to get a seat for a snack. (Easter Sunday).  Went back to the park and Dan grilled the best shrimp!  We had shrimp and boiled peanuts for dinnerError: Reference source not found . (Our first boiled peanuts and we loved them).

April 5 - 7
HollywoodError: Reference source not found , South CarolinaError: Reference source not found  (near Charleston)  

Lake Aire RV ParkError: Reference source not found   (PPA) $25 full hookups

Parked the motorhome in a parking lot and drove into SavannahError: Reference source not found  in the car to eat lunch at Mrs WilkesError: Reference source not found .  It was wonderful.  We got there at 9a.m and parked right in front, then walked around the squares.  Sat in front for another hour but it was worth it.  Great food and good people.  The people next to us were from Ca (LA area) too.  

Tuesday, drove around CharlestonError: Reference source not found , then toured Magnolia Plantation.Error: Reference source not found   Walked around the beautiful gardens and toured the house.  Walked through the Swamp garden.  Got some great photos with my new lens, but didn’t see as much wildlife as we thought we would.  A few alligators, lots of egrets and herons and a couple turtles was it.  I walked all day and felt great!  My best day yet!Error: Reference source not found   Stopped at the office on our way home for a bag of ice and Mary BreahmError: Reference source not found  was standing behind us!  We had met them once in Borrego SpringsError: Reference source not found  right fore we left and then spent a week with them and Doug and JanieError: Reference source not found  at Betty’s.  They were checking in for one night.  If we hadn’t both been in the office at the same time we would have never known each other was there!  We chatted over wine until after 11!Error: Reference source not found 

Small world!

April 7 8
Morehead CityError: Reference source not found , North CarolinaError: Reference source not found 

Walmart $0

Just overnight!

April 8-12
Newport,Error: Reference source not found  North CarolinaError: Reference source not found 

Goose Creek ResortError: Reference source not found   $18 full hook-ups

Great park.  A resort park right on the Bogue soundError: Reference source not found .  The beach is a block away from our site, which is on the pond.  It’s an encore park but we got in at a discount through RPI.  Just happened to be at the right place at the right time. 

Sat- Sold at the Pig Cookin’ FestivalError: Reference source not found .  Did ok but enjoyed the BBQ.  The cook right across from our booth won 1st place and we didn’t even taste his!

Took some down time and got laundry & cleaning done.

April 12-13
ShawboroError: Reference source not found , North CarolinaError: Reference source not found 

North River CampgroundError: Reference source not found   PA $19.50 full hook-ups

The drive from NewportError: Reference source not found  to here was spectacular.  Beautiful scenery, homes, blooms, small towns, rivers and bays.  We stopped for lunch in EdontonError: Reference source not found .  What a stroke of luck!  It was such a charming & historical town.  Beautiful old homes on the Abermarle BayError: Reference source not found .  We drove the motorhome down many very narrow, one way streets but it sure was wonderful.  It was quite a treat!  We enjoyed EdontonError: Reference source not found  as much as SavannahError: Reference source not found  or CharlestonError: Reference source not found .

Tues- Drove to Outer BanksError: Reference source not found  (the furthest east we have been) and toured the Wright Bros National ParkError: Reference source not found***.  We stood on the hill with a nice monument, where the first flight was.  It is amazing that it was only 66 years from the first flight to a man walking on the moon.  Then we went to the Bodie Island lighthouseError: Reference source not found  which was under renovation (this is the 3rd in a row we have tried to see).  The old guy (John) in the museum was very interesting.  He had lived there as a child, as his father was the last keeper.Error: Reference source not found   He had some very interesting stories.  We figured the youngest he could be was 95.  He was sharp as a tack and a pleasure to talk to.  Had lunch at Pigman BBQError: Reference source not found .  It was pretty good but are not fond of the “vinegary” BBQ  sauce here in east North Carolina.

April14-21
GloucesterError: Reference source not found , Virginia Error: Reference source not found 

Chesapeake BayError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0 Full H/U

Beautiful park on Piantucket RiverError: Reference source not found .  We have a beautiful view of the river from our windshield.

Thurs-Drove to RichmondError: Reference source not found  and toured the State CapitolError: Reference source not found .  It was beautiful and full of history.  Toured the Governors mansion where every governor since 1813 has lived.  We met the First Lady, Maureen McDonald.Error: Reference source not found   They kept postponing our tour.  They were photographing Ginger, the First DogError: Reference source not found !  She came out to the front yard where we were waiting and apologized for our wait.  She was a very nice lady.  After our tour we were given what looked like an invitation with gold embossed lettering and a brass book mark with the mansion on it.  She hand wrote a note to each of us on it.  That was special.  We also went in the Old Town Hall, which is quite different!  The capitol square is a neat place, done very nicely.

Had lunch/dinner at a darling little restaurant called City DogsError: Reference source not found .  We had the best cheeseburger w/3 peppers & a loaded Brat.  

Angel (GPS) quit on us on the way home but we found our way anyway. 

Friday-Toured WilliamsburgError: Reference source not found .  It was very commercial/tourista for the $82 price tag.  Had lunch at a tavern there and fought school kids all day.  Went back Saturday and went in one house for a 20 minute tour and it took an hour and a half.  Left for JamestownError: Reference source not found** which was very interesting and not commercial.  YorktownError: Reference source not found  was neat but it was late and the park was closing.  The riverwalk was like a mini Savannah and done very nicely.  Wish we had skipped Williamsburg and spent time at Yorkown.

Sun-Tues Took a vacation and Dan put the new jacks on the motorhome and just relaxed.  Putzied around the “home”.  It was a nice change.  Our neighbor took us up the riverError: Reference source not found  here in his portable boat.  That was a treat! 

April 22-25
GreenbeltError: Reference source not found , MarylandError: Reference source not found  (Washington DC area)

Greenbelt National ParkError: Reference source not found   $8(senior) no   hookups

Thursday- took the MetroError: Reference source not found  into Washington DCError: Reference source not found  (a real challenge!) and walked around the National MallError: Reference source not found  and saw the Lincoln MemorialError: Reference source not found , Washington MonumentError: Reference source not found , the War MemorialsError: Reference source not found , White HouseError: Reference source not found , Watergate HotelError: Reference source not found , and much more.  Had lunch at the J & G Steakhouse Patio caféError: Reference source not found , across from the White House.

Friday- we got up at 4:15 to catch an early Metro in to get tickets for the Bureau of Engraving & PrintingError: Reference source not found .  The tour was interesting, seeing all those millions of dollarsError: Reference source not found  right in front of you!  Went up the Bell Tower of the Old Post Office BuildingError: Reference source not found .  What a beautiful view of the city and no crowds.  Had lunch there in the food court.  Went to the Ford TheaterError: Reference source not found  and had a talk from a ranger.  Also went to the Peterson HouseError: Reference source not found  across the street, where Lincoln died.  We spent the rest of the afternoon at Arlington CemeteryError: Reference source not found .  What a beautiful, peaceful place.  The changing of the guardError: Reference source not found  at the Tomb of the Unknown SoldierError: Reference source not found  is amazing.  We saw two horse drawn carriages carrying casketsError: Reference source not found ….a serene sight.  Arlington HouseError: Reference source not found  (where George Washingtons step-son built a home to memorialize George)  You could spend a day there.  We have mastered (well pretty much!) the Metro now.

Saturday-We toured the SmithsonianError: Reference source not found , Natural HistoryError: Reference source not found  and American History museumsError: Reference source not found .  Very interesting but tiring!  Our feet are killing us.  Dan had to stand most of the way home on the Metro as there was a ball game somewhere and it was very crowded.  The weather is turning rainy after very hot days.

Sunday- Toured the Naval Acaademy at AnnapolisError: Reference source not found .  It is a beautiful place, as well as the town, right on Chesapeake BayError: Reference source not found .  Had a great brunch at an old tavern (All the buildings are very old there) and even had $2 Bloody Mary’sError: Reference source not found .  We had beer on the dock and listened to live music.  Saw the oldest capitol building still in use in the U.S. and found live music at a street faireError: Reference source not found .  

April 26  27
Front RoyalError: Reference source not found , VirginiaError: Reference source not found 

Skyline Ranch ResortError: Reference source not found   RPI $20 Full H/U

Drove 50+ miles on Skyline Drive in Shenandoah National ParkError: Reference source not found .  Beautiful drive looking down on Shendoah Valley and all the farms.  We were going to do a short hike to a waterfall but it was cold and we didn’t dress for it.  Maybe when we drive the other half.  It sure was nice not to have crowds all around.  We didn’t even see that many cars!

April 27- 29 
WaynesboroError: Reference source not found , VirginiaError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  Lodge Elec only-donation

We have a great view from our picture window of old farm houses and pasture.  The people at the lodge are very friendly and your 1st drink is free!

Wednesday-Drove the Skyline Drive in the Shendoah National ParkError: Reference source not found .  Pretty drive but all the same views. 

Thursday- We drove on the most beautiful back roadsError: Reference source not found  through old towns, farms, pastures and just plain beautiful country.  An Elk told us it was prettier than the Blue Ridge Parkway.  We had lunch at the Mill Creek CaféError: Reference source not found  and sat outside on a picnic table next to the river.  The food was very good as well.  It was a great trip and the weather was sunny and warm. 

Friday- Went to CharlottesvilleError: Reference source not found  and toured MonticelloError: Reference source not found .  It was interesting and nice gardens but it was just another colonial home.  Ate lunch at Michie’s TavernError: Reference source not found .  The food was good and it was fun eating in the old tavern next to the fireplace (not lit) with the staff in period clothes.

May1- 3 
RoanokeError: Reference source not found , VirginiaError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  Lodge $0

Saturday-On the way here, following our GPS, we met a low bridgeError: Reference source not found  on a narrow road.  We had to unhook and back down what turned out to be a quite busy road.  Luckily a concerned citizen stopped and helped us get back on the busy highway.  So much for following GPS!  After we got set up we drove a short way north on the Blue Ridge ParkwayError: Reference source not found .  

Sunday-Drove about 60 miles south on the Blue Ridge Parkway.  Beautiful Drive.  Took lots of photographs of Mabry MillError: Reference source not found .  It was well worth the drive.  Came back Rt 8.  It’s all pretty here.  Virginia is a gorgeous state.  We met a lady at the Elks that worked at a truck tire place so got tires on Monday.  We are still waiting for UPS to deliver our Debit cards so we can get cash and hit the road. 

May 4-9
AdvanceError: Reference source not found , North CarolinaError: Reference source not found 

Forest GroveError: Reference source not found  (TT) $18  Full hookups 

Beautiful campground.  We are right on the little lake.  Weather is very warm and sunny.  I need to get more shorts as all of mine are too big!

Wednesday went to Mrs Hane’s Moravian Cookie FactoryError: Reference source not found .  Good cookies!  Bought a bunch to take home for everyone (and of course some for us to eat now).  Then we went to the Childress race shopError: Reference source not found .  Very interesting to see all the cars and the pristine  shops!

Thursday we toured Charlotte Motor SpeedwayError: Reference source not found  in CharlotteError: Reference source not found  and went to Penske RacingError: Reference source not found  & Hendricks RacingError: Reference source not found  shops.  We got to ride around the track and on the NHRA ¼ mile trackError: Reference source not found  as well.  It was a great tour and only cost $5.

Friday we went to Lexington BBQError: Reference source not found  for my birthdayError: Reference source not found .  It’s supposed to be the best around.  It is a different BBQ here than we are used to.  The sauce is a vinegar based liquid.  I got my hair cut and went to a great old fashioned candy shop and of course bought lots of candy.  We’re going to weigh a ton. We spent the afternoon just relaxing and enjoying the nice weather and scenery.  What a nice change.

Saturday we attempted to sell at their yard sale but there were no people!  We did sell one bear as we were leaving.  We got our laundry done and a little cleaning & are ready to move on.  

Sunday we had a great time!  We went to the Childress WineryError: Reference source not found  and listened to a good band all afternoon with a great bottle of wine and a nice cheese platter, all in the vineyard.  It was a sweet Mother’s Day!

May 10-15 
WaynesvilleError: Reference source not found , North CarolinaError: Reference source not found 

Pride RV ParkError: Reference source not found*  RPI  $13.50  Full hookups.

Nice park on a river about 25 mi west of AshevilleError: Reference source not found .

Tuesday drove into Asheville and saw the house Dan’s dads family lived inError: Reference source not found . We went to Grove Park InnError: Reference source not found  where his grandmother worked.  It is a beautiful old Inn finished in 1913 on a hill overlooking the city.  It is now a resort and Spa.   The inside is done with a lot of the original furnishings.  There is a lot of history there and tons of famous people, presidents, etc have gone there and still do.  So glad we went.  We drove for about 9 miles south on the Blue Ridge PkwyError: Reference source not found  and it was closed.  Drove back to town to try and find the building where Dan’s grandfather worked at the newspaper.  Dan had us drive 20 miles the wrong directionError: Reference source not found  but we had fun.  We couldn’t tell what building it had been in though.

Wednesday drove the south end of the Blue Ridge ParkwayError: Reference source not found  and the length of the Smokey MtnsError: Reference source not found .  The Smokeys are beautiful.  Unfortunately we hit fog at the high elevation and some rain.  We had planned on doing a hike but the weather didn’t cooperate.  We saw a great old Grist millError: Reference source not found  right after we entered the park.  We had lunch at a nice biker Pub in GatlinburgError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found .  It was not one of the turista spots….maybe the only one!  What a tourist trap!  Then we drove to Pigeon ForgeError: Reference source not found .  That, too, was a tourist trap….all amusement parks.  We were driving on a beautiful country road in TennesseeError: Reference source not found  on our way to the freeway and found an old covered bridgeError: Reference source not found  and the Bush’s Bean FactoryError: Reference source not found  in Chestnut HillError: Reference source not found .  What a surprise!  They had just opened a Bean store so we went in.  They also had a Bush’s caféError: Reference source not found  but we had already ate.  

Thursday drove to Cataloochee ValleyError: Reference source not found .  What a great place.  It’s a beautiful valley where a small village was, consisting of mostly farmers.  When the National Park decided they wanted the land they bought it from the residents.  They have saved a few of the buildings including a church, school and homes and barns.  So much interesting history in a gorgeous setting along the river.  We saw elk in the afternoon along with a lot of wild turkeys.  The drive was on a very windy, narrow road that went up one side of the mountain and right back down the other.  Most of the climb and descent were dirt.  Worth every mile!

Friday hung out at home and caught up on a few housekeeping things and sat by the river with afternoon snacks.

May 15-18
HeiskillError: Reference source not found , TennesseError: Reference source not found  (Outside Knoxville)

Volunteer RV ParkError: Reference source not found   PA $17.50 Full                    H/U

Went to old downtown KnoxvilleError: Reference source not found  and to WDVX Radio StationError: Reference source not found  and listened to the live music broadcast and had their Blue Plate SpecialError: Reference source not found  lunch from Calhouns Restaurant.Error: Reference source not found   We had a great time!  Met with Dan’s Uncle HarlanError: Reference source not found  and his wife Lisa for dinner.  The meeting went great.  They are both super people.  We hope to stay in contact.

May 18 - 19
HeiskillError: Reference source not found , TennesseeError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0

Went to see the Goan ancestors at the Witt cemeteryError: Reference source not found  about an hour away.  There were relatives dating back to the civil war.  They have their own section.  It was a pretty drive as well.

May 19-21
SpencerError: Reference source not found , TennesseeError: Reference source not found 

Falls Creek Falls State ParkError: Reference source not found   $20 W/E

Beautiful Park.  We took a 2+ mile hike today to 3 waterfallsError: Reference source not found .  It’s nice to hike again but WOW, I’m out of shape!  Took lots of pics.

Thursday saw Piney Creek FallsError: Reference source not found .  It was beautiful!  We took our lunch back down and sat on the rock overhang to eat.  Took a nice 3 mile hike along the lake this afternoon. 

Friday it rained all night, thunder & lightening too.  Hiked to the falls to see if there was more flow…there was!  We have pictures to prove it.  The mountain laurel are blooming now.

May 22 - 23
MurfreesboroError: Reference source not found ,TennesseeError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0 (except for all the stuff we bought inside!!)

Went on the George & Jack trailError: Reference source not found .  Toured the George DickelError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  and Jack Daniel DistillerysError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found .  They were very interesting! Glad we did it.  Dickel Distillery is in a gorgeous setting back on a narrow road in the boonies and LynchburgError: Reference source not found  (Jack) is a tiny town that is now nothing more than a Jack Daniel tourist town.  Bought some souvenir whiskey, of course.  When we left Dickel The GPS took us down a very narrow, windy tree covered road (no way to turn around).  We thought we were in trouble but I took us back out to the highway with no incident… and it was a beautiful drive along a creek.

May 23 - 25 
NashvilleError: Reference source not found , TennesseError: Reference source not found 

Nashville Country RV ParkError: Reference source not found   PPA $25  Full H/U

Drove around NashvilleError: Reference source not found  and saw Hall of FameError: Reference source not found , CapitolError: Reference source not found , Walk of FameError: Reference source not found , Ryman TheaterError: Reference source not found  and lower BroadwayError: Reference source not found .  Saw where the flooding has closed a lot of places.  Couldn’t get near OprylandError: Reference source not found  because of the flooding.  

Monday drove to Bowling GreenError: Reference source not found  KentuckyError: Reference source not found  and toured the Corvette FactoryError: Reference source not found .  All Corvettes are made at this GM plant.  No other cars are made here.  Also went through the Corvette museumError: Reference source not found .  It was a very enjoyable day!  

Tuesday we had a phenomenal day!  We started by eating an early lunch at Monell’sError: Reference source not found .  We ate in an old house with a very nice couple at long tables served family style.  The southern food was terrific!   The best fried chicken.  Everything was wonderful.  Then we walked for an hour at Bicentennial ParkError: Reference source not found  downtown.  It is the best park we’ve seen in any city.  We went to Gruhn guitarsError: Reference source not found  (vintage & new) & Dan bought some “stuff”.  Then we went to the “honky tonks” on lower BroadwayError: Reference source not found .  We saw some great talent.  We ate dinner at Jacks BBQError: Reference source not found   in the middle of them.  It was the best BBQ we’ve had except maybe in AustinError: Reference source not found .  Then to the Grand Ol’ OpryError: Reference source not found  at the Ryman TheaterError: Reference source not found .  It was the kickoff of the 85th anniversary celebration and they had a guitar jam with Vince Gill, Brad Paisley, Steve Wariner & Ricky SkaggsError: Reference source not found .  There was also Little Jimmy DickensError: Reference source not found  (89 yrs old), Jeannie SeelyError: Reference source not found , & Bill AndersonError: Reference source not found  (songwriter).  It was an incredible show! 

May 26 - 27
HohenwaldError: Reference source not found, TennesseeError: Reference source not found 

Natchez TraceError: Reference source not found  (TT)  $0 W/E  

Big park.  Chose not to have sewer to be right on the lake.  Very relaxing.  We had breakfast at Loveless CaféError: Reference source not found  right at the beginning of the Natchez Trace.  It is known for their ham & biscuits which were great.  Many country stars eat there.  Another great meal in NashvilleError: Reference source not found .  Then we drove down the Natchez TraceError: Reference source not found.  Very pretty.

May 27- 30
MiddletonError: Reference source not found , TNError: Reference source not found 

Cherokee LandingError: Reference source not found  TT $0 Full H/U.

Big Park.  Could be reeeally nice but not kept up very well.  The site sizes are way outdated.  There is hardly anyone here so very nice for us.

Friday drove to MemphisError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found .  Got a speeding ticket in a small town on the Mississippi/Tennessee borderError: Reference source not found .  Had a wonderful lunch at RendevousError: Reference source not found  near Beale St.  Beale StError: Reference source not found . was a big disappointment.  I’m sure it would be better late at night but there was virtually no music in the afternoon and it isn’t the best part of town.  GracelandError: Reference source not found  is in a really crummy part of town and kind of run down and tacky.  The PeabodyError: Reference source not found  is ok but nothing compared to other old hotels we’ve seen.  All in all, with the exception of the outstanding lunch, Memphis was a bustError: Reference source not found !  Came home early and relaxed.

May 31- June 1
ClintonError: Reference source not found , ArkansasError: Reference source not found  

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0

Went to Clinton Library in Little RockError: Reference source not found .  We were disappointed, Compared to the others we have visited.  Did a little maintenance shopping while we were at Walmart.

June 01- 02
BransonError: Reference source not found , MissouriError: Reference source not found 

Treasure LakesError: Reference source not found  RPI $13.50

Great Park!  Over 500 sites.  We bought gas at Walmart for 2.67 and drove up Hwy 65 and found it for 2.52 in rural small town America!! We stopped in LeslieError: Reference source not found  and bought some great artisan bread that we saw coming out of the old brick oven.  It was a cute little rural town being revitalized.   BransonError: Reference source not found  is a neat town for a tourist place.  We have seen dead armadillosError: Reference source not found  all along the road in this area. We went to a fun country showError: Reference source not found  (deal through the park even).  Had lunch along the lake at Joe’s Crab ShackError: Reference source not found  (1st chain we’ve eaten at for a very long time), then went to Countrytime Tonight ShowError: Reference source not found .  Had a great time.

June 3 - 4
FayettevilleError: Reference source not found  ArkansasError: Reference source not found 

Elks LodgeError: Reference source not found  $15  E/S

Beautiful Lodge w/pool, miniature golf & a stocked trout pond!  Had a fun drive through small towns today.  The wild flowers and magnolias are bloomingError: Reference source not found .  We drove down Hwy 62 through Eureka SpringsError: Reference source not found , a cute town but nowhere to park the motorhome.  Wanted to stop at a candy factory but, again, no place to park.  We went to the Daisy (Red Ryder) museumError: Reference source not found  by the factor in RogersError: Reference source not found  AR.  I bought a 70th anniversary Red Ryder to replace the one I lost.  It was very interesting.  Then we stopped in BentonvilleError: Reference source not found  at the 1st Walton storeError: Reference source not found .  Walmart  employs a 3rd of that town and are loved.  Sam Walton and his wife were quite the people!

June 4 - 5
Midwest CityError: Reference source not found  , OklahomaError: Reference source not found 

Elks LodgeError: Reference source not found  $10 E 

Midwest City is just outside Oklahoma CityError: Reference source not found . Went to Bombing MemorialError: Reference source not found .  It was very moving and very nicely done.  Went to BricktownError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found , like Gaslamp only smaller.  They have a great ballpark there called the brick where the AAA team for the Texas RangersError: Reference source not found  play.  AAA teams are a big deal in a lot of cities, along with college teams.  They get more support than the padres & Chargers win or lose!!!  We went into the Lodge to pay for our site and there was several couples from San Diego areaError: Reference source not found .  We had a nice visit.  What a small world! 

June 5 - 6
AmarilloError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found*

Elks LodgeError: Reference source not found   $10 W/E

Old lodge but had a nice pool.  Drove to Palo Duro State ParkError: Reference source not found .  Second largest canyon in the US.  Kind of pretty but couldn’t hike as it was 110 in the canyon.

June 6 - 7
GrantsError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found 

Bar S CampgroundError: Reference source not found   $15 Full H/U

Nice campground.  Very hot but cooled off nicely at night (didn’t need the 50 amp after all)

June 7 - 11
CottonwoodError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

Valley VerdeError: Reference source not found  TT  $0 Full H/U

Nicest kept up TT campground we have been at.  Weather is hot but cooling down a little.  The river is niceError: Reference source not found  and have been enjoying the poolError: Reference source not found .  Caught up on laundry and are relaxing before arriving back in San DiegoError: Reference source not found !!

June 11 
MenifeeError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Wilderness Lakes (TT) $0 Error: Reference source not found 

Went to Sue & Jerry’sError: Reference source not found  for ChrysError: Reference source not found ’ going away party on Sat.  Got to see Jeana, Donna & the folksError: Reference source not found .  We had a nice visit.  Just relaxing now, getting ready to hit San DiegoError: Reference source not found  and the end of this trip.

July 7 
San DiegoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Left Wendi’s 7/7 after seeing Sean & Eric graduateError: Reference source not found  and off to the National GuardError: Reference source not found .

July 7 - 8
City of IndustryError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0

Had a real nice visit with DonnaError: Reference source not found .  

July 8 - 9
SacramentoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0

On our way, we stopped in La MiradaError: Reference source not found  and had breakfast with JoeyError: Reference source not found  and a nice visit.

July 9-11, 2010
DunsmierError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found .

Railroad Park ResortError: Reference source not found  $34.00/night ($68 total). Ok park but a bit pricey for what you get, however, it is California! When we hit this area again, we need to find somewhere else…cheaper?

Arrived around 2:00 set up a visit with Carrie AnnError: Reference source not found  and her family. Met her husband DavidError: Reference source not found , their son StephanError: Reference source not found , re-acquanted with CorrihannaError: Reference source not found  (we met her at age 1 or 2). Nice family. We had a real good time visiting, BBQ, etc.

Carrie Ann was a bit emotional over the whole thing but it was good to get together.

July 11 - 12
Grants PassError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found  

Schroeder County ParkError: Reference source not found  $22.00/night. Ok park on the Rogue River.

We drove here via 5 fwy. Visited Aunt BarbaraError: Reference source not found . The park is just a few blocks from her house.

Went to Wild River BreweryError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  and had pizza….mmmm goooood!

Bought 2 cases of Wild River Honey wheat beer to deliver to Scott and CindyError: Reference source not found  for the family reunion 1 August. 

After Pizza, with Aunt Barbara, we went to Troy and Valeries houseError: Reference source not found . Really nice place!!!!!!! Had a Sorbet (real good) and visited for a while.

July 12 - 15
ElktonError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found  

Sawyer Rapids RV ResortError: Reference source not found : (hwy 38, west of Elkton) $10.86/nite (PA). 

This is a great funky kind of place (site 9 is the best, site 8 is not bad, the rest are ok). We were here last year with Scott and Cindy. It sits on the Umpiqua RiverError: Reference source not found . Last year we were here earlier in the year and the water was higher. This year the water is lower (they call it the 4 ft level). The lower water provides a beautiful rockscapeError: Reference source not found . The etchings, cut-outs, bowls, etc. from the water at the higher level leaves a beautiful moon like looking surface with pots of water, fish, crab and huge amounts of seashells. All the kids would love to play in the ponds and rocks.

Talked to the owners of the park: they explained that at certain times of the year, depending on the runoff, the water can be as high as 25ft. When its that high, all rocks we see, as well as the tent sites are covered with water. The water nears the lower RV level! The river has gone as low as 1 ft. Amazing!!! 

No visiting…just R&R for a few days…..we are ready for it!!!!!

Wednesday- took an amazing hike down river.  The rocks, pools (look like little spas) along the river are surreal.  Took lots of pics.  We found out today (too late for this trip) that the owners will ferry you & your kayaks up river for $5 or $10 depending how far they take you.  They use your car so you have your set up.  We just love it here!  Would like to stay another day, but we must go to the coast to sell goodies. 

July 15 - 18
South JettyError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found  (hwy 101)

South Jetty Naco parkError: Reference source not found  $0 (TT)

Drove west to Winchester Bay to set our site for selling our goodies (Oceanfest). The drive from Elkton is beautiful. The Umpaque River is fabulousError: Reference source not found !!!!!!

Winchester Bay is on the beach….the windy beach….we really are not beach people. 

Staying at South Jetty, about 20 miles north of Winchester Bay. The park itself is ok but not many sites have sewer. We wont be at the RV much so it does not matter.

July 16-17, 2010

Sold at Winchester Bay…..did ok….not worth returning to. As a matter of fact, we left a day early. Did not sell on Sunday as expected (to windy and not enough profit). Off to Chehalis, Washington (~200 miles).

July 18 - 20
ChehalisError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found**** (I-5)

ChehalisError: Reference source not found   $0 (TT) – Nice park!

Off to Chehalis, Washington, drive time: 8hrs (~200 miles).

Decided to go coastal Oregon 101. Nice view, but overcast. Cut over north easterly on hwy 18. Some nice towns in Oregon off this hwy: DundeeError: Reference source not found , NewbergError: Reference source not found , TigardError: Reference source not found , all nice and interesting. PortlandError: Reference source not found  is also a nice looking place for a big city. We did run into heavy traffic. Took us about 2 hours to get through Portland. Seemed odd for a Sunday afternoon! Perhaps a draw bridge was opened to let a boat pass through on the Columbia RiverError: Reference source not found  (no evidence of that but sounds good).

Once we started to cut across hwy 18, the further east we drove, the better the sunshine! It was nice but short lived. When we hit VancouverError: Reference source not found …clouds started. They did clear up and had nice weather for the rest of the trip to Chehalis.

Between the coast driving and the Portland traffic, we probably spent an extra 3 or 4 hours on the road….oh well!!!!

July 20 - 26
BlainError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Birch BayError: Reference source not found*** (TT) $0

Drove to this destination on hwy I-5. In Lincoln City, OregonError: Reference source not found  there were huge kitesError: Reference source not found , really huge, up in the sky tethered to the ground. They just flew stationary.

We also crossed the 45th ParallelError: Reference source not found  which is half between the equator and North Pole!

Hanging out in Birch Bay to do some selling in FerndaleError: Reference source not found  at Old Settlers PicnicError: Reference source not found . We set up on the 22nd and sell the 23-25th.

July 26 - Aug 6
StanwoodError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Christi’sError: Reference source not found  $0

At Christi’s in Stanwood. Went to Iverson Spit with Christi, Eli and JessiError: Reference source not found . Eli and Jesse skim boarded on the water. Went into the water it was nice. This is the sound so the tide was out when we arrived. Water was fairly warm until tide started coming in. If you waded out to about waist deep, the incoming water was very cold!!!

Enjoyed a relaxing day…can’t remember the last time I swam in salt water.

July 27: Went to Birch BayError: Reference source not found  (back to where we came from) and dropped the boys off at the water slides), Christi and us just hit an ice cream shop, thenError: Reference source not found  another place with beer and appetizer, then to Nanny and Popsi’s for Tara birthdayError: Reference source not found  celebration.

Another relaxing fun day!

July 28: Takin care of business day….gotta do it once in a while!!! 

August 3: Today we hiked to Heather LakeError: Reference source not found . It is just above Granite FallsError: Reference source not found  area. This is in the same area we took the Moreno boys about 12 years agoError: Reference source not found . Had lunch once we arrived at the trailhead. A beautiful 2 mile hike to the lake. The lake itself is beautiful, clear and pristine. Christi, Eli, his friend Kristen (no), Jerico, and Jesse hiked with usError: Reference source not found . The boys swam in the lake (I went about knee deep).Error: Reference source not found  The water is pretty cold. We could see snow and water falls down the mountain side. On another trip we should hike to the lower waterfall. It does not look special, but it would be a good hike.

Lots of biting flies….pesty critters. Merlene hiked well with no stomach problems! Approximate total of at least 5 miles hiked today.

Stopped and bought Ice cream for everyoneError: Reference source not found  on the way home.

August 6, - 8 
MoxieError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Moxie City ParkError: Reference source not found , $0

Were here to sell at the Moxie Hop Festival. Stayed on the park facility (dry camp).

August 8-11
CheneyError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

CheneyError: Reference source not found  $0 (TT)

Rested up after selling. Laundry, etc.
August 11 - 12
Coeur D’ AleneError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  Lodge, Water & Electric $15.00

Met up with 2 of our most favorite people, Gary & GlynissError: Reference source not found !

Getting all geared up for the Briggs family re-unionError: Reference source not found . 

Gary not feeling so wellError: Reference source not found . Problems related to bowels, prostrate and he has a cold….yuk.

August 12 - 16
BayviewError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

Farragut State ParkError: Reference source not found  (paid for in Feb) site 360

Here for the Briggs family reunionError: Reference source not found !

Gary & Glyniss are in site 330. Hung out for the dayError: Reference source not found , went to Scott & Cindy’s for drinks in the eveningError: Reference source not found .

Had a great time meeting all the family. Hung out at the lake during the day, dinner at Scott & Cindy’s. Scott & Cindy did a hell of a job on providing food and fun.

On Monday night, dragged the guitars and amp over to Scott & Cindy’s. All the Briggs played and sang. It was an awsum family event.

Gary still not feeling great.

August 17-18
Coeur D’ AleneError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  Lodge $15/ night – 2 nights($30)

Drove to Scotts and helped him move his motor home down the drivewayError: Reference source not found . Cindy’s Bday.

Still hangin with Gary & GlynissError: Reference source not found .

August 19-22
WallaceError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

Down by the Depot RV parkError: Reference source not found  - $25/night (3 nights, $75.00)

Were here to sell at the Wallace Huckleberry FestivalError: Reference source not found .

Gary & Glyniss stayed here as wellError: Reference source not found . Al & Barbara Wright also showed upError: Reference source not found . Scott & Cindy are also hereError: Reference source not found  to sell.

August 22-25
Thompson FallsError: Reference source not found , MontanaError: Reference source not found 

Thompson Falls State ParkError: Reference source not found  - $25/night ($50) Elec/Water

Hangin with Gary & GlynissError: Reference source not found . Hiked to the falls (Thompson FallsError: Reference source not found ).

Ate lunch at with G&GError: Reference source not found  in town.

The 4 of us Kayaked the Clark Fork RiverError: Reference source not found . About half to ¾ mile float. Nice days!

August 25-28
HopeError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

Sam Owen CampError: Reference source not found  (national camp ground) $9 ($18)

The cost is actually $18/night but Glynnis let us use her ‘old geesers number’.

This is on Ponderay LakeError: Reference source not found , opposite end of Scott & Cindy.Error: Reference source not found 

Weather was not all that great. Did lots of sightseeing. Lots of deer all around.

The girls (Merlene & GlynissError: Reference source not found ) went into Sandpoint to do some shopping.

Gary and I shoppedError: Reference source not found  (and purchased) for an air compressor for me. My infamous tire problem with sticking valve stem continues and my current air compressor died. This morning I went to check air pressure and the valve stem stuck open (again).

Gary not feeling so good.

August 28-30
NewportError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Little DiamondError: Reference source not found , $0 (TT) water/elec

Tried to get Gary & GlynissError: Reference source not found  in on family pass, but failed. They are staying for $35/night.

We all did laundry.

I worked on tire with new compressor. Gary worked on his failing computer.

Gary & I went for a Kyak rideError: Reference source not found  on little diamond lake at the TT park.

Weather is okay but not great.

Gary seems better these 2 days, but he does not show discomfort. Thinks he is still uncomfortable.

August 30-September 2
IoneError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Edgewater Forestry ParkError: Reference source not found  - $16.00 / night – No hookups

This is a park we stayed at last year. Its on the PonderayError: Reference source not found  (spelling) River and its beautiful. This area is beautiful. Gary & Glyniss are in site 20.Error: Reference source not found  That’s the site we stayed in last year. We think it’s the best site in the park as far as river access, but all sites are nice. We stayed in site 19.

On Monday we all drove into Ione to check town out. Gary is a bit tired so we headed back to the RV’s after a short outing. Had dinner by the campfire.

Tuesday (cloudy and rainy later in the day) we drove to Sullivan LakeError: Reference source not found , Mill Pond LakeError: Reference source not found  (hiked the trails around the lake), Metaline FallsError: Reference source not found  (we talked with the coordinator of the Affair on Mainstreet show we are doing this weekend) and looked around town showing G&G the cool million dollar house that is now $600,000Error: Reference source not found , had lunch at Cathy’s restaurantError: Reference source not found , drove to MetalineError: Reference source not found , Box Canyon Dam and visitor centerError: Reference source not found , headed back to the park and saw a bear cub crossing hwy 31Error: Reference source not found  in front of us. Also a coyote in the road. Started raining about 5:00 and continued to get a bit worse.

Wanted to do the PEEWee fallsError: Reference source not found  kyak with G&G but the Border Dam is closing down for repairsError: Reference source not found  so we cannot go up river to get to the falls, nor can we do the Z canyon runError: Reference source not found . The Dam project will be a year. Water will be very low. Damn!!!!

Wednesday, Gary and I did a paddle down river for about a mileError: Reference source not found  (from campground to Ione park). Fairly nice day but clouded up in the afternoon. Cleared up whilst we had a fire.

During the night, Merlene and I were awakened by a strange noiseError: Reference source not found . Turned out to be mice. We had a whole colony of them! During the night I killed 4 of the little buggers. We had Hersheys chocolates in the candy dish and they love them!!!!! They made a mess!!!!

September 2 - 3
IoneError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Cedar RV ParkError: Reference source not found  (Gabes) $26.00/night Water/50 amp, cable tV and sewer available. 

Stayed here last year, great place.

Today is looking beautiful, clear sky (clouded up in the late afternoon). We moved to this RV park to charge batteries etc to get ready for the show this weekend. Hated to leave Edgewater Forestry ParkError: Reference source not found  today.

Gary & Glyniss are heading off todayError: Reference source not found  to venture to parts unfamiliar. We enjoyed them, great people.

Worked on battery problems and some general maintenance.

September 3-6
Metaline FallsError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Grass on side of Fire StationError: Reference source not found  - $0

Moved to Metaline Falls for the show.

Great venue, did well. Scott & CindyError: Reference source not found  were there as well selling jewelery, and Bears(surprised me!).

Set up on Friday, sell on Sat & Sun. Both days were good. Went to dinner with Scott and CindyError: Reference source not found***** on Friday night at Granny’s kitchenError: Reference source not found  in Metaline (ok) and breakfast on Sunday morning at Cathy’sError: Reference source not found  in Metaline Falls (ok+).

Packed up Sunday night and ready to roll on Monday Morning.

September 6 - 7
RepublicError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Curlew State ParkError: Reference source not found  - $26.00/nite, Water & Elec (50 amp), Sewer dump station.

Stopped in ColvilleError: Reference source not found* and had lunch with neighbor MarkError: Reference source not found ! It was good to see him, he looks good and seems to be real happy.

Drove to Curlew State Park in Republic Washington. The park is on Curlew LakeError: Reference source not found***. Nice little lake. The area looks interesting. We are going to visit with Jim and Cookie GrigwireError: Reference source not found  (met them at Betty’s in Loisianna) in the morning before taking off. They have a house here and we are going to look at it.

Got a DiGorno PizzaError: Reference source not found  (cause everything was closed (Labor Day holiday) for dinner in Republic.

Republic is a cute town.

Met with Cookie & Jim. They have a great little house on the arm of Curlew LakeError: Reference source not found . Beautiful property! They also have a house in town (Republic) which is great. They spend most the summers on the house on the lake.

We had lunch at a Mexican restaurant in town, then we headed out toward BingdenError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found . Stayed in a rest stop just outside Yakima.Error: Reference source not found 

The highlight of the day was taking the ferry across the Colombia RiverError: Reference source not found . Take hwy 21 from Republic (south) and catch the ferry below KellerError: Reference source not found . The ferry drops you off at WilburError: Reference source not found . The ferry held 6 cars and us. We were in the middle and 3 cars each side of us. When we boarded, the RV dragged, thought we were going to get hung up, half on , half off the ferry. All went well, but it was kind of weird floating across the Columbia in the RVError: Reference source not found !

September 8 - 9
BingenError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Bridgeview RV parkError: Reference source not found  - $40.00/night full hookups, cable. Laundry room.

The price here was with our Good Sam discount. Still seems a bit stiff for what it is. We will check out some other places if we can find them.

Drove over to the park to see where we will sell.

Drove over the toll bridge to OregonError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  side and checked out a campground. Toll bridge is very narrow, cost $.75 to cross either way. Looks to be a toll on the Oregon side.

September 9 - 13
Dalles/Hood RiverError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

Memoloose State ParkError: Reference source not found  - $24.00/night. We have full hookups (30 amp). There are sites with water only. 

Nice campground on the Columbia RiverError: Reference source not found . We will stay here for the show. It’s as nice, if not nicer than the $40 night place in WashingtonError: Reference source not found  although it does not have a laundry facility. Does have showers.

Took it easy today (prepping mentally for the show).

September 13 - 14
BendError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

Don’t remember nameError: Reference source not found , $15.00 PPA, full. Decent campground with view of Canyon and Crooked RiverError: Reference source not found .

Drove to Smith RockError: Reference source not found*. Beautiful! This place has many rock climbersError: Reference source not found . The Crooked RiverError: Reference source not found  runs through as well. Nice hiking area. We should spend more time there. Merlene & Glyniss were quite taken by the young men who crossed the river in their birthday suits.Error: Reference source not found 

September 14-15
Tumalo State ParkError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

Tumalo State ParkError: Reference source not found , $21.00 No Hook ups

Nice Park.

Went to Tumalo FallsError: Reference source not found . These are nice falls.

Drove to Benham FallsError: Reference source not found  on the 15th before heading to Paulina State ParkError: Reference source not found . This was a ¼ mile hike to a beautiful falls. Worth driving to!

September 15-16
Bend/LapineError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

Paulina State Park, East LakeError: Reference source not found  - $16.00/night No hook ups. Elevation ~ 6000 feet

Beautiful park with sites right on the shore of East LakeError: Reference source not found .

Because of our drive to Benham FallsError: Reference source not found , we missed our shot at a spot on the water the first night (Gary & Glyniss were trying to save it for us), but the site we were in was great. The next day we moved to lake side site. Very nice. Weather is a bit dicey now but still is beautiful. We drove to Palina PeakError: Reference source not found  but near the top (just over 8000 feet) Merlene started having some problems with her arm and side (the old elevation problem) so we did not make it to the peak.

Visited the Big Obsidian FlowError: Reference source not found  (black (iron exide) glass). Very interesting little hike around a moonscape of rocks and ObsidianError: Reference source not found . Just amazing!

Hung out at the site for the day, Merlene did not feel so good but we enjoyed the beauty of the lake.

It is said that East LakeError: Reference source not found  and the the lake just above, do not get mosquito’s. The lakes below get them.

September 17-20
Bend/SunriverError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

Bend/Sunriver RV ResortError: Reference source not found  - $0 (TT) 30amp&Water.  Nice park.

Merlene and I left Gary and GlynissError: Reference source not found  and headed 23 miles south a thousand trails camp ground. We did laundry, caught up on logs, bills, email, etc.

Rainy.

September 21 – 24
LakeheadError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Antler Forestry ParkError: Reference source not found  – $18/night No services

Nice campground on Shasta LakeError: Reference source not found . Campground is  about 30 miles south of DunsmuireError: Reference source not found  and North of ReddingError: Reference source not found . The campground is up high so you really are not on the water, but you can see the water.

Its warm here during the day which is nice as we were getting tired of the cold. 

Glad to be at lower elevation (1200ft) even though the trees make you think it is higher. I think Merlene feels better at the lower elevation.

Met up with Gary & GlynissError: Reference source not found  here. No big plans here but will hang with G&G until they head toward SimiError: Reference source not found****, we will then head back north (30 miles) to DunsmuirError: Reference source not found  area for a visit with Carrie Ann and familyError: Reference source not found .

September 24 - 26
DunsmuirError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Railroad ParkError: Reference source not found  - $34.00/night – Full hookups (30 amp).

This is a nice park on an arm of the Sacramento RiverError: Reference source not found  (small but nice). It’s a convenient place to visit Carrie Ann and kidsError: Reference source not found .

We strolled DunsmuirError: Reference source not found  and looked at the city parkError: Reference source not found . Very nice park. Waterfalls are closed by the railroad company for fear someone will get hurt walking across the tracks to the falls.

Visited with Carrie Ann and kids todayError: Reference source not found . First time meet with Rehannan.

Had a good time with the kids. They were fairly self occupied by the river and among themselves. We talked with David & Carrie Ann and some interesting points of the past came up. All for the good, clearing the air between me and Carrie AnnError: Reference source not found .

September 26 - 27
FresnoError: Reference source not found , California

Fresno ElksError: Reference source not found  - $17.00, Elec/Water, sewer site.

Headed south today and ended up in Fresno. Tried to Walmarts in ClovisError: Reference source not found  and FresnoError: Reference source not found . We were not allowed to stay overnight so we ended up at the Fresno Elks. Arrived there about 8:30p.m.. 

September 27 - 28
ActonError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Acton TTError: Reference source not found  - $0, elec/water/sewer.

We hung out at Fresno Elks till about 11:00 am taking care of some bills etc. then headed to Acton.

Rough drive down the 99 interstate. Beats you up!!!

September 28-Oct 1
JulianError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

KQ RanchError: Reference source not found  – RPI - $10.00/night, Water/elec

Arrived around 6:00 pm.

On Wednesday drove into town and saw mom (Evelynn),Error: Reference source not found  did shopping, etc., saw Wendi and NikkError: Reference source not found , picked up our mail and jewelery.

Thursday – rainy, spent the day going through our business stuff.

Friday we are on our way to the Julian Apple FestivalError: Reference source not found  to set up the canopy.

October 1 – 4
JulianError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Menghini Wine propertyError: Reference source not found 

We are here for the Julian Apple FestivalError: Reference source not found . They allow us to stay in the RV in the parking area during the event at no charge (good deal).

Set up the canopy on Friday afternoon, sell on Sat & Sun 10-5.

Did wine tastingError: Reference source not found , $5.00 for 5 or 6 different wines plus got to taste some Savinion Blanc that was not yet finished. It looked a little strange (not clear) but it was very good. The owners, Mike & ??? like to drink it that way.

We also tried the Julian Hard CiderError: Reference source not found . It was very good!

October 4 - 7
DescansoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

OakzanitaError: Reference source not found  – TT $0 -  water/elec at site

Here for a few days.

October 8 - 9
El CajonError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  Lodge - $15.00 water & elec, sewer available

Stayed here for the night.

October 9 10
BaronaError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Barona RacewayError: Reference source not found  – $0, no hookups

Stayed at the raceway for the nightError: Reference source not found . No additional charge for camping overnight.

Went to races, $10.00 per adult, $5.00 for MathewError: Reference source not found , $2.00 for ElizabethError: Reference source not found , FaithError: Reference source not found  is Free! $27.00 for the all of us and we had fun and stayed the night! David and Kara joined us laterError: Reference source not found . David locked the keys in his carError: Reference source not found  so he missed many of the races while trying to get a door open. The kids stayed in the RV with us and David and Kara slept in a tent.

October 10 - 24
JamulError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Pio PicoError: Reference source not found  TT- $0, water/elec(30)/sewer 

Spent Sunday with David, Kara and kids watching the Chargers looseError: Reference source not found , then headed to Pio  Pico.

We will do some R&R, maintenance, etc.

November 23 - 28
Borrego SpringsError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Borrego Springs State ParkError: Reference source not found , $113.00, W/E/S

Took Mathew & Elizabeth to the desert with usError: Reference source not found . Joined up with Gary, GlynissError: Reference source not found , Pam, Tracy, Allison, & Andrew Trent, Toby Trent, his girlfriend Sherri and her sons Colton and Dillon, Tiffiany and Bill (don’t know last name!), their son Camron, and daughter Elli, Glen & Jan (Glyniss cousins), Jeff, Beth, Ryan, Collin, and Lauren Andrews. It was a great time, the kids had a ball playing togetherError: Reference source not found . Went on some hikes, Palm Canyon, and something lookoutError: Reference source not found , jeeped over to Fonts Point and Slot CanyonError: Reference source not found .

On Friday, Merlene, I, Mathew and Elizabeth moved to the Peg Leg desert to camp for the night but returned to Borrego Springs for the rest of the day with all the family.

On Saturday, we took a walk toward the dry lake, then drove to the dry lake. Mathew and Elizebeth each took a turn driving the jeepError: Reference source not found !

It was a great week with the kids and familyError: Reference source not found !

Chapter 2011
2011 Travels

The general theme for this years travel is baseball parks. So included is a rating sheet. The ranking uses ‘1’ as the best.

January 1
Plaster CityError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found .

Plaster CityError: Reference source not found  - $0   DesertError: Reference source not found , No hookups

Joined the Green familyError: Reference source not found  at the desert. Much fun!

January 2 - 6
WinterhavenError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found  

Pilot KnobError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $10 Full hookups

Went to YumaError: Reference source not found  and visited Scott and Cindy for lunch.

January 6 - 9
QuartziteError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

QuartziteError: Reference source not found* - $0  DesertError: Reference source not found , No hookups

Checked out and bought jewelry.

January 9 - 14
Desert Hot SpringsError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Catalina Spa & RV ResortError: Reference source not found  - $10/night full hookups

Sold one morning (did not make anything).

Met Gary & GlynissError: Reference source not found , hit a thrift store where all proceeds went to support against cancer. I bought a Yamaha keyboard for $20.

Checked out some of the unique furniture stores in Palm SpringsError: Reference source not found . Expensive too!!!!

We all had lunch at Tommy BahamasError: Reference source not found  in Palm Springs. This is a clothes store downstairs and a Resturant upstairs. Nice place but I would not break a leg getting there again. All the clothes were really expensive! Food was good but a bit pricey.

January 14 – 28
Palm DesertError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Palm SpringsError: Reference source not found  – (TT) $0/night full hookups

We really enjoy this place! The weather was great the whole time. We had a good time. The park has lots of activities and people get involved.

We went on three group hikesError: Reference source not found : Thousand palms oasisError: Reference source not found , The GrottoError: Reference source not found , and Chutes and LaddersError: Reference source not found .

Thousand Palms oasis was a short hike, maybe 3 miles. Hike into an area where a pond exists with a thousand unmanicured palms around the pond. Very interesting to see such a thing in the desert.

The Grotto was about a 5 mile hike to a cavern or natural cave. Once we got there it appeared that the some cave in activity had happened. There was a rope you could climb down but then you had to use the rope to climb out. Most of our group thought this was not a good idea.

The Chutes and ladders was about a 6 mile hike. It went through some narrow ravens and there were ladders to climb up and down to different levels. Very interesting.

One one of the hikes we were talking to Neil and LisaError: Reference source not found . We had met them 2 years ago at Pio Pico. Great folks.

We started learning Pickle ballError: Reference source not found  here. It’s a great game and good exercise.

Went to Winter League baseball game in Palm SpringsError: Reference source not found . For $17 per person, you can watch baseball (two games if you want), all the hotdogs, peanuts, and popcornError: Reference source not found  you want. Beer was $1 draftError: Reference source not found . We went with Neil and Lisa. Had a great time and ate lots a dogs! Baseball was fun as well…watched the Chill, Canadian A’sError: Reference source not found , and Cochilla ???, and another team. On the way home we stopped at Bellatrix Golf ClubError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . Ended up eating and having a drink there. Nice atmosphere, great food, and good prices!

Used the spa most every night.

Went to a jam session (I did not play).

Also went to Sandi CastleberryError: Reference source not found  who played at the park one night. Very good! She had a guitarist named Don there. He was excellent!

Went to Village FestError: Reference source not found  (Thursday) walked with Neil & Lisa, there friends Doug and Sandi. We all had dinner at the MatchboxError: Reference source not found . We had a pepper pizza. It was pretty good! Prices were reasonable.

Bob and Mary BreamError: Reference source not found  were also at the park, however we did not see much of them.

Sold Jewelery on Saturdays. Did not do so well.

We did have some funny things happen: Merlene was doing up an avacodo, she dropped the seed and it took us both about 30 minutes to find it.

While walking back to the car at the Village Fest, Merlene walked into a street sign. It was not funny at the time, but it is now (no major damage other than pride).

January 28 - 30
Salton SeaError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Somewhere in the desert down S22Error: Reference source not found  - $0 dry

Went to the Mud PotsError: Reference source not found . Very interesting. This is where mountains are created from geothermal water spitting up from underneath the earth soil. When the water boils up, it pushes the dirt out with it and builds mountains. They look like little volcanoes. You can hear the water boiling and see it steaming. Very cool!

Walked a 2 mile hike at the Sonny Bono wildlife preserveError: Reference source not found . Interesting.

January 30 – Feb 1
RamonaError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found***

Ramona Canyon ResortError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $10 full

Started raining a couple hours after we arrived. Cold!

Hiked to Cedar Creek FallsError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . Gotta say this is a beautiful waterfall! Did not think CaliforniaError: Reference source not found  had any water falls. Along the 2 mile hike you can also see Mildred FallsError: Reference source not found . This id the first time either of us had been to these falls or done this hike. Strange!

Good hike to the falls, the creek is beautiful, the landscape is beautiful. It was the day after a good rain and everything looked green and lots of water.

Feb 1 – Feb 13
Harbison CanyonError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Stayed in Wendi’s driveError: Reference source not found . Visited family, did some maintenance work (trans fluid change).

Feb 13 –Feb 15
Newberry SpringsError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Twin Lakes R.V. ParkError: Reference source not found  (PA) $16/night Water and 30 amp. Sewer dump site.

This was a stop over on the way to Las VegasError: Reference source not found . The idea was to check out Calico Ghost TownError: Reference source not found . When we got there it was closed due to a water line break.

Went to Peggy Sues DinerError: Reference source not found . Pretty cute, they have some dinosaurs in the back, decent burger, good cole slaw, decent fries and a good chocolate malt. Okay prices.

Feb 15 – Mar 1
Las VegasError: Reference source not found , NevadaError: Reference source not found 

Las vegasError: Reference source not found  TT.  $0, 30 Amp, Water/Elec/Sewer at site.

Jeana stayed with usError: Reference source not found  on the 15th – 17th. Pretty windy. We did go see Red Rock CanyonError: Reference source not found  which was beautiful but the wind was blowing about 40-50 mph so we did not get out much. Went to book store, Jeana treated to StarbucksError: Reference source not found  latte’s, double chocolate cheese cake and the 4 hour work week book. Such a nice girl! We had fun sang and played music together.

Did Laundry (we were overdue).

Friday, we head to PrimmError: Reference source not found  and stay in hotel room…..whoa…..Stayed at Buffalo BillsError: Reference source not found  ($40.00) Hotel. Met up with the GreensError: Reference source not found  and crew. Had a good time at the bar Friday night drinking $1 Budwieser, eating $1 hot dogs and shrimp cocktail!

Watched racingError: Reference source not found  all day Saturday. The Greens 1155Error: Reference source not found  faired well I think. The Laff car 1644Error: Reference source not found  which Clint rode shotgun did very well. Headed back to the RV at TT Saturday night .

Met with Jennifer (Daigle) BurmudezError: Reference source not found  for a couple hour visit. She is here doing a photo shoot during a Photography Convention. Met at MGM GrandError: Reference source not found . She is a delight although she was not feeling all that great.

Went to Red Rock CanyonError: Reference source not found  again. Did a small hike to Lost CanyonError: Reference source not found  which has a seasonal water fall. It was the smallest water fall we have seen to date, but it was a water fall that was a bout 2 inches wide falling maybe 50 feet. The documentation claimed the waterfall dropped into a pool of water which is referenced as a “grotto”. The grotto was a pool about 2feet by 2 feet by ½ inch deep (if that). I guess the amazing thing is that there is water here in this high desert (between 2 to 3 thousand foot elevation). You can see snow on the mountain tops of Red Rock Canyon.

March 1 
WikieupError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

Dazzo’s RV ParkError: Reference source not found  – PPA $10 Full hookups (50 amp).

This was an ok funky park that had a resturaunt (Dazzo’sError: Reference source not found ). The food was great. We had a bbq beef sandwich that was excellent and was a big sandwich and priced right! I would go here again! Merlene took a shot of a missile with snoopy riding itError: Reference source not found . The missile is the welcome sign to WikiupError: Reference source not found . Population is about 150, elevation about 3500 (high desert scenery).

March 2 – 4
WillcoxError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

Fort Willcox  RV ParkError: Reference source not found  PPA $17/night full hookups (30 amp extra for 50)

Original plan was to see CherryCowa (spelling) National Park.

When we drove into this park we discovered we had blown a tire on the carError: Reference source not found  (rear passenger). About 15 or 20 miles before here, I noticed smoke out the rear of the RV. Pulled over to the side of the hwy 10 (not a good shoulder to pull over onto) and checked underneath and saw a small dump of Trans fluidError: Reference source not found . It then did not appear to be leaking any further, at least not much. So I assume that when we continued on, must have got something in the passenger tire. I noticed nothing in the rear view mirrors except a small puff of smoke once (which I assumed was the transmission again), then it looked like some particals flew (I commented on this to Merlene) but did not think of anything else than the trans. We limped on in to the campground. As we drove in we heard what sounded like a dragging muffler pip or something. Turned out it was the wheel grinding on the gravel. The tire was pretty much goneError: Reference source not found  and I had been running the rim of the wheel on the blacktop. People in the campground said they heard us coming from a ways away. I had no idea this had happened.

So, we spent the next day in SaffordError: Reference source not found  at the WalmartError: Reference source not found  getting a new tire (thank goodness I had bought the road hazard option). Was not sure the tire was going to mount to the wheel as I had ground down the rim a bunch. But it holds air so off we go! However, consequently, we did not get to the national park.

The transmission does not seem to be leaking much but it is just a bit and it appears it is leaking around the electronic shifting connector.

March 4
Las CrucesError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0 No hookups

Drove here to Border International to have them check the trans leak on the RV. Arrived around 11:30am, left the RV with them, and looked around town. Turned out Border International did not want to work on the component that is leaking….uhg….

While in Las CrucesError: Reference source not found  waiting for the RV to be checked, went to the Stahammons Pecan factoryError: Reference source not found . Pecan orchards are quite nice. Had an Ice cream (Pecan flavored) and watched a virtual tour of how pecans are processed. 

Once we got the RV back, it was getting late and the WalmartError: Reference source not found  was right behind Border International. This place was great! The rent a cop was directiong all the RV’s in parking to make sure he could fit as many as he could! He informed every RV that the WalmartError: Reference source not found  was open 24 hrs, The two or three nearby restaurants that were good to eat at!

We ate at Dickies BBQError: Reference source not found . It was very good and reasonably priced. We had a PO Boy Brisquett sandwichError: Reference source not found .

March 5
Rest areaError: Reference source not found  60 miles east of Ft. StocktonError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found .

Drove all day, stayed here for the night.

March 6 - 8
StonewallError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Peach Country RV ParkError: Reference source not found  $25/night, Full (50 Amps), free wifi, laundry, club house

This is a nice park right off hwy 290. This hwy does not have much traffic, especially at night. Park is centrally located between FredricksbergError: Reference source not found** and Johnson CityError: Reference source not found . We were not at the park much but I would go here again. Register across the street from the park at the Chevron gas station.

We visited FredricksbergError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . Nice little town. Walked the shops. We had an appetizer and beer tasted the Fredricksburg BreweryError: Reference source not found  brews at Fredricksberg brewery. The brews were good, the food was good too! The appetizer was a delicious cooked sausage, delicious roll, sliced chunks of cheese and a cup of Dudenhaufer spicy mustard……mmmmmmmmm gooooooddddddd (by the way, you can walk the town with your brewError: Reference source not found  if you like)!

Drove out to LuckenbachError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found . Population 3. What a venue. We arrived just before 5:00. The new shift of pickers was coming on. Before we left there must have been 10 participants. The even had Luke the sax player, a couple of harp players, several guitar players and singers including Cowboy Doug DavisError: Reference source not found , Sol Patch. What a treat! Beers were 4.00 but it was worth it!!!!

Took a tour of the LBJ RanchError: Reference source not found  in StonewallError: Reference source not found  (near where the campground is). This was very interesting. The area here is called the “Hill Country”. It is pretty nice. The ranch is nice, the home is modest. LBJ seemed like a good down to earth guy. 

On the same tour, we went to the Sauer-Beckmann FarmError: Reference source not found . This was a very interesting German farm. The Rangers and volunteers dress for the time of the 1800 to early 1900. The farm is still a working farm. The men (rangers and volunteers) work the farm and the ladies (rangers and volunteers) cook for the men. We also learned that in those days (as they do today), meat was packed in lard. This kept the meat good. The folks there were very knowledgeable and friendly. 

Drove to JohnsonError: Reference source not found  to check out the town and some falls. Stopped for lunch. Most places closed at 2:00 (this was a Monday). We ate at an ok place but nothing great. Drove to see the Pendernales FallsError: Reference source not found  but the State park wanted $5.00 per person, we decided against seeing the falls (the Pendernales River runs throught the LBJ ranch).

Drove back to StonewallError: Reference source not found  to the Wildseed FarmsError: Reference source not found . They grow flowers and seeds. Interesting place.

Just a bit west of the Wildseed Farms was a property that had CamelsError: Reference source not found  on it…..yep…Camels. Merlene took pictures to prove it. Don’t know the purpose of the camels.

March 8
ManchacaError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Spent the night at Mark and Tracy Briggs houseError: Reference source not found . Went to ChuysError: Reference source not found  for dinner. Visited with Craig as well!

March 9
Lake CharlesError: Reference source not found , LouisianaError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found 

Spent the night, no problems.

March 10 – April 11
AbbevilleError: Reference source not found , LouisianaError: Reference source not found 

Betty’s RV ParkError: Reference source not found  350.75/month (11.31/day) (full)

Pulled in a day early (Thursday) (did that last year as well) and joined in the boiled crawfish, potatoes and cornError: Reference source not found . Hal did the cooking right at Betty’s. Mighty good!

Saturday - Erath to the Erath Musium CaféError: Reference source not found .

Sunday – to the Casino for a day of gambling (not much). We thought it was a party with music. It was not but we had a good time spending about $50 total!

Sunday- Shirley’s BDAY…it’s a surprise party as a potluck!

Went to a new state park, Palmetto State ParkError: Reference source not found . The park opened last October. Nice park with nice campground. Sites are $16 - $20 depending on the season. Nice rivers off the Vermillion River that you can Kayak on. 

Went to Casino for a “Party”. Free food, drinks, music and dancing.

Rip Van WinklesError: Reference source not found  has a bird sanctuary just outside of the grounds. We are getting some pictures of the Rosette Spoonbill birdsError: Reference source not found .

Friday,4-1.  Merlene went with the girlsError: Reference source not found  (Cookie, Cece, Mary Beth and Lori) on a wildlife drive down Hwy 82Error: Reference source not found .  We saw many, many alligators and plenty of herons, pelicans, etc. plus turtles right in with the alligators.  We had lunch at GG’s café in CameronError: Reference source not found .  I had a Crab burger that was quite good.  Cookie ordered 10 chicken wings for $6 and got a huge box of 10 of the largest “chicken wings any of us had ever seen plus 3 huge rolls….she scored!  We went to the Cameron prairie Nat’l Wildlife preserveError: Reference source not found  where we saw more birds and turtles and alligators.  Lori and Mary Beth started barking at this one great big alligator and he jumped in the water and swam across the river toward us, then another one came around the corner towards us.  We laughed so hard!  We gathered shells on Rockefeller Beach and Cece found a large piece of driftwood that we took home for her new yard.  It was a fun day!

Went to Mister CharlieError: Reference source not found . This is an old oil rig and oil platform that is now used for training. A very interesting tour for $5.00 per person.

Betty made us, Jim and Cookie and Marvin a going away dinnerError: Reference source not found . It was the most incredible meal I have had since we have been here….maybe ever. It was five dishes; a barbecued shrimp, fried battered fish, shrimp and crab cheese souflay kind of thing, jumbolia and vegetables. It was soooooooooooooo  good.

April 11 
NatchezError: Reference source not found , MississippiError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  Lodge – 10.00 No hookups

Left Betty’s early today and headed to BrusardError: Reference source not found  to have the transmission leak on the RV fixed. While in Brousard we did laundry, ate at TCoonsError: Reference source not found .

Drove to NatchesError: Reference source not found , MississippiError: Reference source not found .

Hwy 61 is a beautiful driveError: Reference source not found .

Stopped at Mammy’s CupboardError: Reference source not found . This is a little restaurant that is only open for lunch (we were not there at the right time). The restaurant is built like a lady with an old time dress on, like those old dresses that have the big petty coat to make the dress billow out, that’s the part that you go into. Its like walking into her dress! The rest of the figure is pretty cool, kind of a shaded skin color. I think she used to be black but they have toned her down some.

Stayed at ElksError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  lodge. No one ever showed up at the lodge (a Monday).

We walked the city of NatchezError: Reference source not found  down the Mississippi River. There are very old houses, town was cute.

April 12
VicksburgError: Reference source not found , MississippiError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  Lodge, No hookups $0

Did the VicksburgError: Reference source not found  National Military ParkError: Reference source not found . This was very nice, and is focused on the civil war. VicksburgError: Reference source not found  was on the MississippiError: Reference source not found  (it has changed course) and was a confederate stronghold. The park displays how the union army encircled the town and starved the confederates out to surrender. Very well done. Very interesting.

April 13
ClarksdaleError: Reference source not found , MississippiError: Reference source not found****

Went to the Blues MuseumError: Reference source not found  off the Blues Hwy (61)

Ate lunch at Abes. Good BBQError: Reference source not found .

Then drove to BlythevilleError: Reference source not found , Arkansas stayed at a WalmartError: Reference source not found .

April 14
SikestonError: Reference source not found , MissouriError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  Lodge, $10 50 amp, no dump, water at lodge

While walkin around the lodge to see where we park, Kathy, who lives down the street from the lodge and is the lodge treasurers daughter drove over to see if we needed help and to explain that her dad ran into town but would be back soon. Her dad did arrive and got us situated in the RV spot. We then ran over to the tire shop (saw it on the way in) and had metal valves put on the car. After returning to the lodge, went in to pay for our night stay and had a drink. Kathy walks over with her husband Dolan and explained he worked at the tire shop we had the metal valves installed at. We visited, drank to much and went home. Good fun, good people.

Did LambertsError: Reference source not found  for lunch. Great food, lots of food.

Set up canopy and tent for the Dogwood, Azelia show in CharlestonError: Reference source not found .

April 15 - 17
CharlestonError: Reference source not found*****, MissouriError: Reference source not found 

Stayed at park where show was. No hookups, $0.

Great show! The street the show is on has many old houses and the street is lined with dogwood and azalea. Very pretty and quaint.

April 18 – 20
MarionError: Reference source not found , IllinoisError: Reference source not found 

Marion RV ParkError: Reference source not found  - $28, full hookups, 50 amp, cable, laundry

Park recommended by Marvin and ShirleyError: Reference source not found  and we got a $4 night discount because we mentioned their name!

This is a beautiful part of the southern tip of Illinois. Met with Marvin and Shirley at their store, Had dinner with them, Leroy and Lori, Tom and Sandra, Jeri and Randy. Good people.

Drove to Little Grand CanyonError: Reference source not found  and hiked down to it but decided not to hike down the canyon for fear of flash flood. It does look like a small sized Grand Canyon.

Did some of the wineries. Pamona wineryError: Reference source not found  has great apple wines. While on the wine trail, we did a short hike to the Pamona Natural bridgeError: Reference source not found .

Met with Randy and JeriError: Reference source not found , went to their daughters, Stacy and husband Barney. He displayed his little arc welder and I tried welding spoons together (did not do so well). Barney welded the spoons.

Went to dinner with Randy and Jeri at La FiestaError: Reference source not found . Good Mexican food!

A Tornado AlertError: Reference source not found  occurred in the evening so we were evacuated to the bathroom/laundry facility at the campground. This is a brick building. The wind blew somewhere between 60 and a hundred mph. Lots of rain, wind, thunder and lightning for about an hour or so. We were fortunate that the storm sort of just skirted Marion. We were a bit apprehensive to say the least. Others in the bath/Laundry seemed to not be to concerned. There was a TV in the laundry section of the building so we could watch what was happening. Several of the other folks had their IPods/phones that they could get updates.

Leroy and Lori, Tom and Sandra, took us on a tour around Little Egypt LakeError: Reference source not found  where they all live. Beautiful area!!!!! Housing can be inexpensive!!!!!

April 21 – April 30
LouisvilleError: Reference source not found , KentuckyError: Reference source not found 

Lyndon ElksError: Reference source not found  Lodge – 30amp $10/day

Tornado watches in effectError: Reference source not found . Lots of rain. Streets are flooding. Ohio RiverError: Reference source not found  is over flowing.

The rain seems to be always accompanied by deep rumbling thunder. It often seems to shake the ground!

Took Merlene to Louisville Slugger museumError: Reference source not found . This is where they make the bats. Took a tour and saw how bats are made for the pros. Bought a bat with our names on it. Nice museum, nice tour.

Started the Bourbon trailError: Reference source not found . Hit Jim Beam, Makers Mark, Heavens Hill (maker of Evan Williams burbon). Of the three, we like the Booker bourbon from Jim Beam.

One day while hanging out at the RV taking care of business (still at the ElksError: Reference source not found ) we spied a turtle. It was medium sized and I think it was a snapping or alligator turtleError: Reference source not found . He moved fairly fast for a turtle. He had a lizard like tail that looked like it should be on an alligator.

Went to Kentucky Derby MuseumError: Reference source not found  ($12 for seniors) and took a tour which included walking to a few hundred feet to Churchill DownsError: Reference source not found . This is a good tour and the museum is great. It has lots of interactive stuff and is very informative. We got there around 11:00 and did not leave till about 3:30. Had lunch at the Derby CaféError: Reference source not found  (reasonably priced and food was good).

Drove by the Cardinals Stadium (Papa Johns statdium). 

Finished up our tour of the Bourbon trail. Hit Wild Turkey, Woodford, Four Roses. Of those, we think Woodford was the best. I think we are getting down to a run off between Jim Beam Booker, Woodford and Wild Turkey Rye blend.

Another tough weather day. Another tornado warning just south of us. Flooding still occurring.

From all our driving around, we can see this area of KentuckyError: Reference source not found  is beautiful.

By the way, KentuckyError: Reference source not found  has more rivers than any other state in the U.S. except Alaska. And while driving in the back area, we have seen names of some of the horses that have names displayed at Churchill Downs….wow!

Drove around the Ohio River frontError: Reference source not found . Wow the river is really high! The river front is (was) very nicely done with outcoves, chairs, night lights, kids play areas, etc…but its all under water. The water was a high as the tops of street signsError: Reference source not found  in some places and, it has already begun receding. Drove across the river to JeffersonError: Reference source not found , IndianaError: Reference source not found  (cool bridge!) and checked out old downtown JeffersonError: Reference source not found . Cute town.

Back at LouisvilleError: Reference source not found , we had Lunch at Browning’s BreweryError: Reference source not found  and Restaurant. Pretty good food and it’s a micro brewery! The restaurant was named after Pete Browning. He was the baseball player that the first Louisville Slugger was made. The bat was not yet called Louisville Slugger but it was those folks that made it for Pete Browning.

Went to LouisvilleError: Reference source not found  to the Slugger StadiumError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . This is the minor league field for the “BatsError: Reference source not found ” who are affiliated with CincinnatiError: Reference source not found  Reds. Bought Merlene a “Bats” hoodie and a “Bats” hardball (We had to get someone to open up the store for us….but they did!). Even though the doors were locked to get into the stadium seating areas, we found one that was not so we went in took pictures and looked around. It’s a nice stadium. On our way back to the car, the maintenance gates were open at center field so we slide on in to take a look. This was a field level vantage point. We took some more pictures and looked around. One of the field workers walked by us and asked if we liked the field. Guess we could have looked around even more!

April 30 – May 1
MitchellError: Reference source not found , IndianaError: Reference source not found 

Spring Mill State ParkError: Reference source not found  - $7.00 entry fee (for all the Pioneer park related items) and $25.50 – Water and electric (30 amp). Nice place. Lakes and rivers.

Checkout on Sunday is not until 5:00 (wow).

This was a nice place and had some interesting old buildings (grist mill, etc). We came in late Saturday so while we did hike around and see a lot of rivers, buildings, etc. it was to late to see may of the stores, grist mill, etc. in action. Sunday checkout is not until 5:00 so we thought we would do it on Sunday, however the weather got fairly bad on Sunday so we did not do much more.

Headed to OrleansError: Reference source not found  to set up for our week long show.

May 1 – May 7
OrleansError: Reference source not found , IndianaError: Reference source not found 

Church Parking lotError: Reference source not found  $0 – No water, elec, or sewer

We did a show here at the town park. Was supposed to set up on Monday but he weather was so bad we did not do so. Show times were supposed to be 5-10 M-F, Sat 9-10. The poor town is just floodedError: Reference source not found . We did set up on Tuesday. Show was very slow due to flooding and weather.

Monday – drove to the town of PaoliError: Reference source not found . We were looking for a grocery store and decided we should check out PaoliError: Reference source not found  (even though there is a grocery store in OrleansError: Reference source not found ). Went through water that crossed the main highway that we should not have (Merlene was driving). Was not much interesting in PaoliError: Reference source not found . When we started back to OrleansError: Reference source not found , the highway where we crossed the water was closed. We had to take some back roads to get back to OrleansError: Reference source not found . However, it was a nice drive through the country. We did not have a cell phone, map, or GPS with us.

Went to West BadenError: Reference source not found . Here there is the West BadenError: Reference source not found  Resort. This was built in 1902. It has a huge dome that is supposedly one of the first of its type. It is a beautiful place, huge building and huge beautiful grounds. Story is that a doctor Cook, who invented heart fibulators, bought the hotel when it was in disrepair. He spent a fortune on it. Overruns were in the 50 million dollar range. This truly is a beautiful ornate building. Rooms start at $250, uless its derby time (which it is) in which case they start at $350. 

 Casino. This was also built in the early 1900Error: Reference source not found . It is very ornate. Very awe inspiring. The building is in a circle, so when you walk in the center is a dazzling open air type setting. Very glamorous. We really liked Old French LickError: Reference source not found  part of town. The new part is much modernized and is a fairly big town.

Merlenes 60th birthdayError: Reference source not found  on Saturday. We were working our last day of the fair. Bought her a apple pie with Happy Birthday frosting.

May 8 – 12
BatesvilleError: Reference source not found , IndianaError: Reference source not found 

Indian LakesError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0 50amp, water & sewer at site.

This is a huge (400 sites) beautiful park, very very nice and includes a few lakes, store and all the other amenities. According to staff they are normally full this time of year. The weather has clobbered these folks as well. Ground is really saturated.

Drove to MetamoraError: Reference source not found  to see the covered bridge locksError: Reference source not found******. At one time, there were two locks that would be filled, or drained, for boats to float through. Horses were used to pull the boats through. There were also two covered bridges that the boats would go through. Horses would pull the boats through the covered bridges as well. We were not impressed with the town. It was pretty much a tourist trap that was wasting away.

From MetamoraError: Reference source not found  we drove to BrookvilleError: Reference source not found . This is a nice cute town. The area is very nice. BrookvilleError: Reference source not found  old town is very nice and looks like fun. We noticed that there were big (3ft tall or so) colorful concrete (or something of that nature) roosters all through the townError: Reference source not found , specifically the old part of town. We asked the significance: it seems in this area whenever a gathering occurs; chicken is the main dish, not burgers or dogs, but chicken. The town even went in the Guinness book of RecordsError: Reference source not found  for the most cooked chicken on record (beating  KFC).

There is also a nice fairgrounds area that we could camp with reasonable rates (~ $20).

On this same ride, went to EnochsburgError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  to a covered bridge. This was a beautiful ride along a small river with beautiful brook type water falls. The houses were beautiful. The covered bridge was awsum and useable. We drove on the covered bridge toward our destination of BatesvilleError: Reference source not found  (home). 

The ride from BatesvilleError: Reference source not found  (229), to MetamoraError: Reference source not found  (1), EnochsburgError: Reference source not found , through St. LeonError: Reference source not found  and continue on backroads just off the 74 was a nice ride. Weather was nice as well.

Drove to IndianapolisError: Reference source not found  (50 miles or so) to Victory FieldError: Reference source not found , which hosts the Pittsburg PiratesError: Reference source not found  minor league baseball team, the Indians. Bought a Indians baseball. We had been trying to get schedule a tourError: Reference source not found***** but had been unsuccessful so we just went on the hopes of getting one. Turn out that tours did not begin for another 2 weeks. But Kim (a young lady who works their) gave us a tour. So nice. Kim took us to field level, dugouts and one of the suites as well. This is a beautiful park. 

Toured the Lucas OilError: Reference source not found  football field. This is the field of the Indianapolis Colts. Bought a Colts pin. This is a beautiful dome field. We toured everything but the lockers as they were being worked on. The whole field is being worked on in preparation for the 2012 Superbowl. Very awsum place.

Toured Indianapolis Motor SpeedwayError: Reference source not found . Took a drive on the track itself and toured the museum. The track has a mere 9% bank on the corners. The Indy track and museum is very nice but not as spectacular as Charlotte SpeedwayError: Reference source not found !

Drove to CincinnatiError: Reference source not found , OhioError: Reference source not found  (about 40 miles or so) to the Paul Brown StadiumError: Reference source not found  and the Great American Ball ParkError: Reference source not found .

The Paul Brown Stadium is the CincinnatiError: Reference source not found  Bengals home field. No tours were being given and we could not get a good look around but it did not look as impressive as other fields we have seen so far.

The Great American Ball ParkError: Reference source not found  is the home of the Cincinnati RedsError: Reference source not found . Provided is a museum and a tour of the stadium. This was an awesome stadium. Very nicely done, everything just perfect. The tour was about 1.5 hours and very well done. The museum was very well done and very informative.

CincinnatiError: Reference source not found  itself is a cool looking place. Beautiful skyline, cool bridges across the OhioError: Reference source not found  River. The river is the backset to the ball parks as well. In the Great American Ball Park you could always see the river. CincinnatiError: Reference source not found  has some old and huge buildings. I have seen pictures of this city in snow and wind. You could not tell it from todays visit. It was very nice looking. 

We had lunch at the “In Between TavernError: Reference source not found ”. This establishment used to be between the fields, Cynergy and  Paul Brown StadiumError: Reference source not found . The Great American Ball Park replaced the Cynergy Field and the tavern is not so much “in between” now.

May 12 – 16
WilmingtonError: Reference source not found , OhioError: Reference source not found 

WilmingtonError: Reference source not found  TT $0, 30 amp full hookups

This is a nice park. Not a lot of people and not a lot of activities. Pool and spa are closed (bummer, could use them).

Arrived later in the day.

Went to downtown Wilmington. Cute town. As we toured passed the Murphy theaterError: Reference source not found***, we were asked if we wanted to take a tour of the theater. We did. This is a great old 1916 building built by Charles W. Murphy. It cost $250,000, that was a lot in those days! It has been kept in pretty good shape. They still do plays and activities here. It was very interesting inside and included balcony’s. All was decorated very tastefully.

Drove around and looked at a few of the quilt trail barnsError: Reference source not found . These are old barns that have a quilt pattern on them indicating they are on the quilt trail. Most were not that kept.

Along the way we saw a garage sale. They had a great scale for $50. We bought it. I don’t know why, but we did.

Had lunch at the General DenverError: Reference source not found . An old hotel. Good food with reasonable prices! 

May 16-19
Marrietta, OhioError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  $0 no hookups

Toured covered bridgesError: Reference source not found . Saw many and they were very interesting. Fun drive.

Cute town with old buildings that are maintained very well. Some of he original streets are brick surface.

While walking the town towards the Ohio River there was a gentleman on the banks of the river and he had a 19 year old bald eagleError: Reference source not found . The eagles name is Thunder. The eagle had been shot and the gentlman recovered the bird an nursed him back to healthy. The eagle is kept for study as he cannot fly well. The bird is huge! Very interesting stories!

May 19 – 22
BuckhannonError: Reference source not found , West VirginiaError: Reference source not found 

Wesalyan parking lotError: Reference source not found  $0 no hookups

Doing the Strawberry FestivalError: Reference source not found  here in the Weslyan College gym. Setup on Thursday night, sell on Friday and Saturday 10-7. Pretty good show, did good!

Walked around the college and along the Buchannon River. The college is beautiful.

May 22 – 23
Blackwater FallsError: Reference source not found , West VirginiaError: Reference source not found 

Blackwater Falls State ParkError: Reference source not found   $20.70 Electric (50amp) and water. Merlene got her senior discountError: Reference source not found  here! There is a dump at the park but I never found it and we were on our way out and no one was around so didn’t ask!

On the way to the park, went through the town of ThomasError: Reference source not found . Pretty cute town. Very old and very small. They had a great antique store (although prices were high) and a great general store. We bought an electrical plug end (female) and some beef jerky (home made), and tea. The jerky was very good, the tea smelled great but is not that tasty! Population in this town was 400 on a good day!

Blackwater FallsError: Reference source not found  is beautiful park, very well manicured. Hiked to the 57 foot falls. Not a long hike and the falls were beautiful! With all the water from this weird winter, the falls were broader and had more water falling than ever! It was better looking than the picture in the brochure! The water fall has a green tint to parts of the water falling (I think how much is green depends on the light and where you are standing). The green color is from the combination of 3 different types of leaves from different trees. Pretty cool looking. At first you think the color is perhaps from the high rivers eroding the banks but then you look at it and the color is not all across the water falling.

Hiked to point, which I cannot remember the name of. On this point you had a 280 degree view of the whole valley. Very beautiful.

Went to the Lodge in the park. It was nice but nothing to impressive. Even the view was not that great.

Went on a hike to see a rock arch. This was a very steep tricky hike. We did not get to the arch (if there really is one) and the trail kept getting worse. I think we were about ¾ down the trail when we decided to bail out as the trail just kept getting worse. Good workout though!

May 23 – May 25
CharleroiError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

Pine Cove Beach ClubError: Reference source not found  $20 water, elec (50amp), sewer at site, cable

Nice park has a huge play pool that opens on Memorial day weekend.

On our drive here from Blackwater FallsError: Reference source not found , West VirginiaError: Reference source not found , we went up the hwy 219 which goes through the southern tip of MarylandError: Reference source not found*** (we hit the 135 and headed north west toward CharleroiError: Reference source not found ). This area was beautiful with its farm lands and farm houses. Rolling beautiful hills.

Also, upon leaving Maryland and back into West VirginiaError: Reference source not found  (135), we hit several 9% downhill grades. I had to use 1st gear to go down them. One was 7 miles long!

PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found  is beautiful!!!

Met Jim and Nancy Tidball (from Betty’s) there. Had dinner with them at Spires GrillError: Reference source not found  in Spires, PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found . Good food, good company, fun night.

Went to PittsburgError: Reference source not found . This is an awsum city with its skyscrapers and old buildings. It almost gave me the same kind of feeling as did Washington DC. We went to the PNC parkError: Reference source not found , home of the Pittsburg PiratesError: Reference source not found , and toured the park. Very cool ballpark. The Heinz football fieldError: Reference source not found  is also in the same neighborhood but did not offer tours. We saw what we could see from ground level but did see a bit more from Mount WashingtonError: Reference source not found . Great view, great old houses. From here you could see the “Point” which is where the Mahgolian (spelling), Alagany (spelling), and Ohio River convergeError: Reference source not found  (these rivers end up in the Mississippi and then to the Gulf Of Mexico).  Beautiful view, breathtaking.

May 25 -27
SomersetError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

Laurel Hill State ParkError: Reference source not found  $26.50 elec (30/50 amp) dump station at park. No senior discount for Merlene (gotta be 62). First night in 50 amp and satellite, second night had to move to 30 amp, no satellite. 1 local channel on antenna. Cell phone very poor (Verizon). Internet is poor but useable (Verizon).

Actually going to an RPI in ChampionError: Reference source not found , Penn., but they are filled up for the holiday weekend (Memorial Day). Drove a bit further to this state park. There is nobody here but I guess they will be filled from reservations for the weekend. Nice park.

This area touts some of the highest mountains in PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found

 REF States%252525252525252525252525252525252 \h 
Error: Reference source not found . Mount Davis being the highest; a whopping 3,213 ft above sea level!

There is a ton of covered bridges in PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found . While here, we saw three of them:

1. Baronvale BridgeError: Reference source not found  – built 1830

2. Kings BridgeError: Reference source not found  – built 1806

3. Lower Humbert BridgeError: Reference source not found  – built 1891

The Lower Humbert bridge is still in use and accesses 6 residential homes. All these bridges were in great shape. All these bridges cross the Laurel Hill Creek.

The roadway getting to these bridges, and returning gave some great views of the land. Its beautiful. Rolling hills and farmland, old houses and older barns. Question is, what happens to these barns once they fall? It does not appear that in most cases the barns are replaced!

Some of the barns were beautiful. Very ornate in design, red with white trim with lots of detail on each of the upper panels of the barn.

Also passed another Mail Pouch BarnError: Reference source not found .

Went to the Ohiopyle fallsError: Reference source not found  in Ohiopyle. These water falls on the Youghhiogheny River were very nice, even close to spectacular!

Went to the Cucumber FallsError: Reference source not found , also in Ohiopyle. on the Youghhiogheny River, Also a very nice falls with beautiful setting.

Went to Baughman rockError: Reference source not found . This a beautiful overlook. You stand on a natural massive rock foundation, like a slab, and look out to see a long distance of trees, river and train track. Wow!

This is a beautiful area! Want to come back!!!! 

May 27
HanoverError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0

Tried to stay at WalmartError: Reference source not found  in GettysburgError: Reference source not found . Its posted that they only allow a two hour stay.

On our way to ElksError: Reference source not found  in HanoverError: Reference source not found , we took the route into MarylandError: Reference source not found . Nice drive. While heading towards GettysburgError: Reference source not found /HanoverError: Reference source not found , we crossed the Eastern Continental DivideError: Reference source not found !

May 28 - 30
HanoverError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

Hanover ElksError: Reference source not found  $ 10  Parking lot, 15amps, No sewer, no water, no dump. Local channels, satellite, good Verizon internet, good Verizon cell phone.

Went to GettysburgError: Reference source not found . Did the Civil War monument tourError: Reference source not found . Amazing time. Beautifully done. Did the drive yourself tour. It was great. There were options for guided bus tours, (which were sold out) so we decided to do the drive yourself option. As far as I can tell the only advantage to the tour bus is they provide all the history. Beautiful area. This land is beautiful!

May 30 – June 7
LebanonError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

HersheyError: Reference source not found*** TT $0 50 amp, sewer water at site. Good Verizon coverage both phone and internet. Good Satellite and local TV.

First couple of days were a vacation from the vacation. Did some maint on the RV (wash).

This whole are is beautiful with its rolling hills and farmland. The Amish also add to the intrigue.
HersheyError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

Went to Hershey chocolate factoryError: Reference source not found . There are no ‘real’ tours of the factory but there is a ride that describes the process. I guess since your in HersheyError: Reference source not found  you have to do it, but I would not recommend it to others.
PalmyraError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

We went to Seltzers bologna outletError: Reference source not found . We thought this was a bologna factory tour. Its not. Its a used clothing store that sells the bologna and has a video of the plant if you are interested. We did not view the video, but did buy some of the sweet smoked bologna. It was excellent! We tried some other bolognas in our travels around the area, the Seltzers is by far the best. I think this is only locally sold.

We stopped at a garage sale the same day we went to HersheyError: Reference source not found  and Palmyra…it was a bust! Oh well, can’t have all great things!
LititzError: Reference source not found*****, PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

Went to Julius Sturgis Pretzel FactoryError: Reference source not found  in Lititz. Went on the tour. Good short but interesting tour ($3.00/person). Turns out Julius Sturgis only produces soft pretzels for the tour business. The soft pretzels are very good! The factory (which is small) was built in 1861 (when the Civil War began). When built it was a state of the art pretzel factory! Tom Sturgis (a brother and 1 of 15 children) is now the producer of pretzels. You can only get these pretzels if you are within 150 miles of this area. We tasted other pretzels, these were the best. The tour included hands on of the making of a pretzel!Error: Reference source not found 

Wilbur ChocolatesError: Reference source not found  is also here. Very interesting shop where they have a video of how chocolate is made and you can see workers actually making chocolate candies and chocolate figurines. There was a small deer (doe) made of chocolate. Amazing stuff. Suprisingly, we did not buy anything here!

Nice town!
IntercourseError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

Here they had Intercourse Pretzel CompanyError: Reference source not found . We did not think the pretzels here are as good as the Tom Sturgis pretzels, although there was hot mustard that was very good which we bought.

Intercourse Canning CompanyError: Reference source not found*****, just across the street from the pretzel factory, is very interesting. The items branded as Intercourse Canning Company, such as black bean dip, jams, etc., were very good. They had another brand that they bottle but it was not as good. This was a fun place as you could sample everything.

We also had to buy a couple of Intercourse hoodies!

Tried Shoofly pieError: Reference source not found  in one of the stores in Kettle village. It was good.

We had lunch at the Kettle Village InnError: Reference source not found . It was a disappointment. Should have known as it is in a little tourist shopping center…some village or something. I was not that impressed.
LancasterError: Reference source not found , Error: Reference source not found 

Hunted down some covered bridgesError: Reference source not found  in the area.

June 7 – RV into storageError: Reference source not found  and off to WashingtonError: Reference source not found  and San Diego we go! 

June 8 – June 15
Flew to WashingtonError: Reference source not found  state to Thomas’s graduationError: Reference source not found . Stayed at Christi’sError: Reference source not found****** for a few nights. Jesse gave up his room for us. So nice of him! We had a good time.

June 15 – June 20
Flew from WashingtonError: Reference source not found  to San DiegoError: Reference source not found  for Nikk and Mathews graduation. We saw Nikk’s graduationError: Reference source not found  but Mathews was scheduled at the same time. Christi flew down for Nikks graduation ceremony. Met with the Wendi’s family, David and Christi. David and Kara have split up for the time being.

We stayed at Gary and Glyniss’sError: Reference source not found . Very nice of them. Met with David and family at Gary and Glyniss’s for a swim party.

June 21 – July 5
LebanonError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found******

HersheyError: Reference source not found  TT $0 50 amp, sewer water at site. Good Verizon coverage both phone and internet. Good Sattelite and local TV.

Took RV out of storage. Fridge had quit working (dead battery) so we lost all our food. We needed a defrost so we accomplished that! It was a little gross but not to bad.

On the 21st, saw firefliesError: Reference source not found ….not many but saw them! Fireflies continued to display themselves throughout our stay. Some nights were better than others. They like the heat and humidity.

On our last night here, we were watching the tube in the back and saw a blinking light. A firefly had gotten into the RV! When I went to get it, I could not find it. After a few minutes in the dark, it started blinking again. I was able to capture it. While I was walking down the hall to the door to release it, it was blinking in my hand, illuminating my hand, all the way to the door. So cool!

The area here, north and east seems to be the picturesque farmland on rolling hills (just beautiful). If you travel west and south, the land is still farmland but not the rolling hills (fairly flat). Regardless, there seems to be lots of maple and pine trees. Little towns are spotted along the back roads. Most have very old houses and are very cool looking.

Lots of corn grown in this area. It turns out that corn and potatoes are the largest crops grown in Pennsylvannia.
HarrisburgError: Reference source not found  -
Drove to HarrisburgError: Reference source not found  to see the state capitolError: Reference source not found . Did a tour. This is an awesome building. It was built in 1906 after the first one burnt down. It is a very beautiful building, huge chandeliers, very tasteful ornate design. Desks include the ink bottles that the old time quills were used in. Sat in the senate assembly room while they were beginning to gather for a meeting. Like all government, it was taking so long we had to leave as our meter (car) was running out of time. Also toured the Mathew J. Ryan buildingError: Reference source not found . This is the buildings the Republicans work out of (the democrats work in the state capitol).

We ate lunch across the street from the capitol at the Philidelphia Steak Hoagie on 4th and WalnutError: Reference source not found . We had the steak hoagie with the works. I am not much on Philli Steak sandwiches, but I think I have changed my mind. This sandwich was delicious!
LancasterError: Reference source not found  -
Went to Lancaster to the Central MarketError: Reference source not found . This is like a farmers market that includes beef, fish, produce, goodies, pretzels and every other food specialty you might think of. It is Saturday and lots of traffic and people out and about. It was kind of cool but thought it would be bigger than it was. We had lunch at the Taproom BreweryError: Reference source not found . The beers were pretty good and the sausage was also good.

The town of LancasterError: Reference source not found  was kind of cool as it had all the old buildings. Hanging around the houses just outside of town were lots of kids and young adults. It reminded me of movies that you see with the folks in the boroughs. It looks kind of depresses but do not know if that’s the case or not.

On our way to LancasterError: Reference source not found  we went through ManhiemError: Reference source not found .
York Error: Reference source not found  -
Went through ElstonvilleError: Reference source not found , MastersonvilleError: Reference source not found , Mount JoyError: Reference source not found , MarriettaError: Reference source not found , and ColumbiaError: Reference source not found , across the Sasquhanna River to YorkError: Reference source not found .

The Sasquanna River is very wide. In some places you can walk across, although we saw area where boats were anchored so it must get deep in some areas.

In York we toured the Harley Davidson plantError: Reference source not found  although we could not view the actual assembly line as the 2012 versions were being put together and the general public cannot view before the unveiling sometime around July 20. The general public could not see the assembly line until August.

Toured Wolfgang Chocolate factoryError: Reference source not found . Good stuff!!!!
HanoverError: Reference source not found  –

Toured Utz Potato chip factoryError: Reference source not found . Cool. Good chips!

Had Hot dog and hamburger at the Famous Hot Wiener placeError: Reference source not found . They had a deal where you get a hot wiener and hamburger and fries for less than $7.00. We shared and it was pretty good.

Toured Snyders of Hanover pretzel factoryError: Reference source not found . Good tour. Think we have the idea of how these factories work. We think that Sturgis Pretzels has all the pretzel makes beat as far as taste goes.  

July 5 
PottsvilleError: Reference source not found  – Ate at Roma PizzaError: Reference source not found  down the street from Yuengling BreweryError: Reference source not found . Toured Yuengling brewery & museum. What a cool place. They have many old artifacts of the brewery which begain in 1829. It is recognized as the oldest brewery in America. The tour included the old caves they used to store the beer in. The brewery also has a bar and after the tour you can have two drinks of your favorite (or new) Yuengling brews on tap! I tried the Chesterfield Ale and the Yuengling Ale, Merlene had Black and Tan and the Lager. Black and tan was good, the Yuengling Ale was good. The lager is always good.

Bought some souvenirs for ourselves from the museum.

July 5 -

Green LaneError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found .

Homestead Family CampgroundError: Reference source not found  - $140/wk 30/50amp, water & sewer. This is an Escapees recommended campground. It is pretty nice. Our 50 amp service was not working so we used the 30 amp.

Drove into PhiladelphiaError: Reference source not found  (aprrox 40 miles). Intersting ride. We programmed the GPS for no toll roads. We entered Philadelphia via what appeared to be a very distressed…slummy areas. You could see that back in the day some of the houses were really something, very ornate, but now, the area outside of town is very ugly. 

Philadelphia itself, Wow, what a zoo! We could not find any parking (this was on a Wednesday). As we drove around town, we decided we had seen enough of this town (we were planning on Liberty Bell, Franklin house, etc, etc). We did not want to travel through the distressed area again so we took the toll road. We got off at ConshohockenError: Reference source not found , had a cheese steak at Teds placeError: Reference source not found  (needed a bathroom ASAP). It was good, but not as good as the one in HarrisburgError: Reference source not found .

When we returned to the car, which Merlene parked, we had a citationError: Reference source not found ! We parked on the street and there is a sign that neither of us saw when we parked, its just below the sign that says 2 hour parking ‘ok’. The sign we missed says you must back in to these parking places! After looking it over, it did make sense. You park on the side of oncoming traffic, and the spots were slanted in the direction of the traffic flow, so when departing you are not backing into oncoming traffic. So we drove down the street to the police station. On our way there we discussed the fact that we were dumb Californians with WashingtonError: Reference source not found  Plates, perhaps they would give us some slack. I took pictures of Merlene paying her $10 fine. No way were they giving us any slack at all. The lady behind the glass window got all excited (seemed in a negative way) and asked why I was taking pictures. I asked if it was against the law! Anyway, we had fun with it, not sure the police dept. appreciated it.

Drove a few miles from our campground to Green Lane ParkError: Reference source not found . Nice park. Has a reservoir and the Perkiomen riverError: Reference source not found . Took a nice walk.

Its getting pretty humid, sweating pretty good when doing nothing.

Drove to SoudertonError: Reference source not found  and looked the town over.

Drove to  MacungieError: Reference source not found  to the Mack truck assembly factoryError: Reference source not found . This was a great tour! Amazed at how much is done by hand (way different than Corvette factory). Very cool factory and tour. Also went to the Mack truck museum. Great history, good stuff.

Also ate at Queen City DinerError: Reference source not found  in AllentownError: Reference source not found . Great food, great prices.

July 14
New HopeError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found .

On our way to New JerseyError: Reference source not found , stopped in the little town of New Hope, PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found . This is a very small town on the Delaware RiverError: Reference source not found . A point on the river claims to be the area that George Washington crossedError: Reference source not found  with his troops. He hid the boats south of the crossing point.

The town is cute but definitely set up for tourists. It is not RV friendly. We, of course, drove in with the RV. All the parking is metered. We found a spot, a dead end street that had parking on one side of the street and a lot across from that. Parked the RV taking up three spaces, the car yet another. Ended up getting a $25 ticket on the RVError: Reference source not found  because it was parked the wrong direction (see Green LaneError: Reference source not found , PA. above).

July 14
Port RepublicError: Reference source not found , New JerseyError: Reference source not found 

Chestnut LakeError: Reference source not found  TT ($0) – 30 amp, water, sewer at site.

Port Republic consists of a Post Office and a General Store. They are two buildings connected together. Both very small and fairly old and both in disrepair.

Notes: unlike PA, you can buy beer and wine at a “liquor store”. You cannot buy in the grocery store.

Here we begin to see ACME storesError: Reference source not found , like the ones in roadrunner cartoons; ie: ACME hardware, ACME grocery stores.

We see gas stations that still service automobiles (Service Station). Most also include a convenience store.

When purchasing gas, like Oregon, you cannot pump your own gas, an attendant must do so.

Whenever you buy a hamburger, you get the meat and bun. The garnish (lettuce, tomato, pickle) is not normally included……go figure.

Drove to Atlantic CityError: Reference source not found . While driving around we realized that all the street names were the names on the Monopoly boardError: Reference source not found . We wrote them down and Merlene was good at identifying the color used on the board.

We walked the Board WalkError: Reference source not found  (also a Monopoly property), had a hot dog and ate at the House of Blues RestaurantError: Reference source not found . The board walk is filled with tourista stores, guys that push 3 wheel carts you can ride in. The Board Walk is at least 3 or 4 miles long.

Atlantic CityError: Reference source not found  has lots of casino’s as part of the skyline, new and old sections much like Las VegasError: Reference source not found .

In general, we were not that impressed with the city.

Took the ferry to LewesError: Reference source not found , DelawareError: Reference source not found**. About a 90 minute ride across the Delaware riverError: Reference source not found . The ferries are very nice. They even have live entertainment. Both directions, we entertained the bar. The return trip (Lewes to New JerseyError: Reference source not found ) ferry was an hour late, so, we hung out at the bar at the terminal. It was all good!

Lewes was a tourist town.

Drove to TuckertonError: Reference source not found . The visitors center was very interesting. It had a self guided tour of a open air maritime villageError: Reference source not found . You walked from building to building and each had someone there to discuss things like how the town began and its demise. We spent about 4 hours there. It was a fishing/duck town. Many people (famous) made duck lures, built “sneak box” boats, etc. Times were tough even in the heyday. It seemed to me that there is a lot of difference living on the coastal shores.

In one of the buildings they had description of different sea animals that are native to the area. One was the Horseshoe crabError: Reference source not found. We had never seen these before. They were very cool. This also had a shop dedicated to surf boardsError: Reference source not found . Had oldies but goodies. Gave history of surfers and boards. Was cool!

Did get into a conversation with someone about the water. 17 trillion gallons of water exists in the Pine hill forests. The lady we talked to felt this water was running out. 

While in TuckertonError: Reference source not found , driving down a street, we saw a posted sign stating that a 10:00 curfewError: Reference source not found  is in effect for anyone age 16 and under. Interesting!

Drove to Mays LandingError: Reference source not found . Lots of big stores here.

Drove to Somers PointError: Reference source not found . This is actually a nice area on the coast. Much nicer than Atlantic CityError: Reference source not found . We ate lunch at Somers Point DinerError: Reference source not found . It was pretty bad. It was recommended by Jim and Cookie but I don’t know why. It’s down at the bottom of my list.

Drove to Barnegat LighthouseError: Reference source not found  State Park. Here the Barnegat lighthouse stands (imagine that). This is on the tip of Long Beach IslandError: Reference source not found  and is positioned for the Atlantic coast line. Long Beach has the Atlantic Ocean on one side and Barnegat Bay on the otherError: Reference source not found . Long Beach is a fairly narrow strip of land.

The Lighthouse has a museum of history which we toured (free!) and also a one half mile trail displaying and explaining beach floura. They also have lots of poison ivy!

There is a levy or breaker reef that the community built to save the lighthouse as the grounds were eroding away. It was kind of cool: huge flat boulders you could walk on.

On our way back, we stopped at WoodiesError: Reference source not found  and had a burger. It was the best food we have had in New JerseyError: Reference source not found ….but it was not the best burger we have ever had.

Not to impressed with New JerseyError: Reference source not found  or its food.

July 21
It is a frustrating time: all my brother laws are illError: Reference source not found !

Uncle Ross went in for some surgery for pollop removal on his colon.

Jerry went in for bypass and ended up with a quadrupal bypass, then had a stroke following the procedure (time will tell the results of the stroke).

Terry has some cancerous thing with a lung and even with removal of the section of lung, 5 years is the best most have done with the blood borne cancer stuff he has.

My Mom went into the hospital. She could not stand. Still awaiting what the problem is.

Merlenes Mom is slowly fading.

Gary is not feeling well (and has not for a year or so) and doctors really do not seem to know what the problem is.

Jennifer (Donna’s daughter) is having some kind of gastric problem (been ongoing for some time).

On the brighter side, Suzanne (Donna’s daughter) should be having a new born any day now. 

Temp is 104 (and rising) and humidity is high, lots of mosquito’s.

Went to the San Diego PadresError: Reference source not found / Philadelphia PhilliesError: Reference source not found  ball game at Citizens ParkError: Reference source not found  Ballpark in PhiladelphiaError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found . Ate at McFaddens Ball Park restaurantError: Reference source not found  and had Philly Cheese steak Sandwiches with our beers. It was pretty good but the Philly Cheese Steak did not compare to the HarrisburgError: Reference source not found  sandwich.

Took the Septa and Patco systems, train/subwayError: Reference source not found  to and from the ballpark. Good experience with no real glitches.Drove to Lindenwold, park the car and took the trains!

Had a good time at the ball game even though the Padres lostError: Reference source not found .

July 26 – 29
SaylorsburgError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

Silver Valley campsitesError: Reference source not found  (PA $25.50/ night)..Full hookups, 50 amp, cable

This is a bit pricey for this campground, but it seems all of PA is a bit pricey. It is, again a beautiful area.

We seem to really like the landscape of PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found .

Took us all day to get here as we took everything but the toll parkway. It was not that nice of a drive. We should have gone the toll road.

The weather had cooled some (a heat wave breaking records) during our stay here. This made it very nice.

Talked with someone about “normal” weather around here. They claim that it is typical to have fairly high humidity and to be warm during the summer, with thunder storms occurring most days. Fall is very nice, winter has, typically, 3 to 4 inches of snow but it usually clears before the day is up.

Pennsylvania has wonderful, beautiful water falls. The difference between these and others we have seen is that this area has stair stepped type falls which makes the water falling beautiful.

Bushkill FallsError: Reference source not found  is a private park – this was a good waterfall place, and a beautiful park. Bushkill Falls is touted as the Niagra falls of PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found . It is very apparent why it is called that (although I have not yet seen Niagra Falls). There was about 11 waterfalls on the property. They are:

Upper Canyon FallsError: Reference source not found 

Laurel Glen FallsError: Reference source not found 

Bridal Veil FallsError: Reference source not found 

Bridesmaids FallsError: Reference source not found 

Pennels FallsError: Reference source not found 

Lower Gorge FallsError: Reference source not found 

Main FallsError: Reference source not found 

The trail was about  2 miles and estimated 2.5 hrs. We were there for about 4 or 5 hours.

 It was $10 each and was worth it. We paid an additional $2.00 to get a “I survived Bushkhill Falls” survival kit. We hiked all the falls for this. Turns out Merlene misread. You can enter your marked card for a “possible” prize. Merlene was really disappointed cause she thought she was going to get a pin. When filling out her entry, the gal gave her a pin. Merlene’s face lit up. She was happy!!!!!

Drove to MilfordError: Reference source not found , had lunch at the Milford DinerError: Reference source not found . Had a cheese Steak sandwich. Merlene thought it was pretty good, I thought it was okay. We both agree the HarrisburgError: Reference source not found  place was still much better.

Shohola FallsError: Reference source not found  just northwest of MilfordError: Reference source not found  is very beautiful. Nice hike.

Raymondskill FallsError: Reference source not found  near Millford was nice hike and beautiful falls.

Silver Thread fallsError: Reference source not found , just north of the town Dingman FerryError: Reference source not found  was beautiful, Dingman FallsError: Reference source not found  was just a short hike above Silver Thread fallsError: Reference source not found . These were both on a very nice maintained trail at a state park.

So far, these falls have been the best we have seen. Unlike Silverton FallsError: Reference source not found  in Oregon, these falls have a lot of character such as stair stepping and drops rather than just a straight drop. The amount of water, at this time of year is amazing. I suspect it is very awsum in the spring.

Drove about 10 miles up hwy 739. Nice little area. Amazing that there are little thriving communities everywhere.

Drove inadvertently to New JerseyError: Reference source not found  on the 80. Only drove a few miles in but noticed that that part of New JerseyError: Reference source not found  is prettier than than the southern portion. Had to pay $1 to get back into PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found .

Drove to Resica FallsError: Reference source not found  this was off the 209 hwy. There is no hiking to this fall. Its actually a Fall that is in the Boy Scout campground. Visitors are only allowed to go to the falls area. This was yet another beautiful fall. We had brought our lunch and ate beside the falls.

Drove from Resica Falls, past Bushkill Falls, to Dingmans FallsError: Reference source not found . This is in a state park. On the way to Dingmans Falls is Silver Thread FallsError: Reference source not found . This was a ½ mile hike, no climb. Very easy, and very nicely done.

 Went to Hornbecks Creek Trail FallsError: Reference source not found . This has an upper, middle, and lower water falls. It is a 4 mile round trip hike with beautiful flora, wooded area. The entry to this was a dirt road between milepost 10 & 11 off hwy 209. There was some climbing but was well worth it. We spent about 4 hours checking these falls out. Beautiful.

It is amazing how many businesses, especially little bars and the like are along hwy 209 when driving  north, northwest from Saylorsburg

Drove through SnydersvilleError: Reference source not found , East StroudsburgError: Reference source not found , StroudsburgError: Reference source not found , and ScotiaError: Reference source not found . These were nice little towns. There isn’t much to the town of SaylorsburgError: Reference source not found  but it is a beautiful area.

July 29 –Aug 1
StillwaterError: Reference source not found , PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

Whispering PinesError: Reference source not found  (PPA) . $104 – 50Amp/water/sewer at site. 13 local stations, satellite. No internet or cell at the site, had to go to the BathRoom for the hot spot. They provide internet for free.

While this was a PPA, it was not useable on Friday and Saturday. Got the $20 for Sunday. We arrived about 12:00. Check in is at 2:00 so they charge $2/hour, so it cost us $ more…..pricey. Nice park, nice setting. Nice area.

Went to Rickets Glen State ParkError: Reference source not found  which hosts 22 water falls. An absolute beautiful day, no humidity to speak of.  This was a 3.5 mile loop to see all the falls.We spent about 4 hours making the loop on a easy to moderate trail. Took lunch and ate by a waterfall! The water was a bit low but still very nice. The water source that feeds these falls is Kitchen Creek. This is a nice creek that beautifully meanders from fall to fall, and beyond.

The Falls were: MohawkError: Reference source not found , OneidaError: Reference source not found , CayugaError: Reference source not found , GanogaError: Reference source not found , SenecaError: Reference source not found , DelawareError: Reference source not found , MohicanError: Reference source not found , ConestogaError: Reference source not found , TuscaroraError: Reference source not found****, Harrison WrightsError: Reference source not found , Sheldon ReynoldsError: Reference source not found , Murry RenoldsError: Reference source not found , OnondagaError: Reference source not found , F.L. RickettsError: Reference source not found , ShawneeError: Reference source not found , HuronError: Reference source not found , OzoneError: Reference source not found , R.B. RickettsError: Reference source not found , B. ReynoldsError: Reference source not found , WyandotError: Reference source not found , ErieError: Reference source not found , AdamsError: Reference source not found 

Many of the falls had nice pools of water below them which if you wanted, you could swim in them, or sit in them. None were that deep. While I stood in the spray of a couple of water falls, getting in the water past my ankles was not to appealing as the water was a bit chilled.

Aug 1 –15
AccordError: Reference source not found , New YorkError: Reference source not found 

Roundout Valley ResortError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $12/night. Full hookups, 30/50 amp, (cable TV extra). Full hookup was $10, we opted for 50 amp which is $2/night more.

Good cell signal, Good Internet, good satellite. Got 9 channels of TV antenna stations (most were religion or Spanish).

This is a very nice park. Would love to do this park again, way.better than the higher dollar parks.

Went to Minnewaska State ParkError: Reference source not found . Cost $8 per car to get in. Took a 2 mile hike around Lake Minnewaska. Very nice lake. No fish live in this lake as the acidity is too high for fish.

Also hiked about a mile round trip to AwostingError: Reference source not found  Falls. This was about 50 or 60 feet. There was water but not a lot. This fall was more like falls we had been used to before Pennsylvania. It was not a stair step, it was just a straight drop. The creek ran to the falls had some nice little babbling falls preceding the drop. At the bottom of the falls was a nice pool of water. You were not supposed to swim in this pool but several people were. I was very tempted but glad I did not as a park attendant was approaching as we left.
WoodstockError: Reference source not found  -
Went to Bethal WoodsError: Reference source not found . This is the town that the 1969 Woodstock eventError: Reference source not found  actually happened. Woodstock did not want all the people, so farm land was rented in Bethal Woods (50 miles from Woodstock).

The property is huge!!!! It now has a museum which we toured. It was a bit pricey ($15/person) but we enjoyed seeing the history and the story. It is amazing that there were over 400 thousand people there for this 3 day event. Tickets were $6 per day but a discount was given if you attended all 3 days. Somewhere around $70000 the promoters turned it into a free concert. The towns people of Bethal Woods were providing food and other essentials when needed. It was very interesting.

While driving to and from Bethal Woods, we see many Jewish men and womenError: Reference source not found  that live in the general area. They have their dark clothes, men with the long dark coats and brimmed black hats. The womwn are in black long skirts with head covering. I think these are Orthodox jews but I need to research this more.
Hyde ParkError: Reference source not found  –
Crossed the Hudson RiverError: Reference source not found  to the Franklin D. RooseveltError: Reference source not found  Presidential Library and Museum. This is the first presidential library. It is good, but because it was the first it is not as techy as the others we have seen. Very interesting and FDR appears to have been a very interesting man.

Toured the Franklin D. Roosevelt homeError: Reference source not found . Nice.

Toured the Vanderbilt MansionError: Reference source not found . Some kind of place!!!

On our way to Hyde ParkError: Reference source not found , we passed through New PaltzError: Reference source not found . The old part of town looked very fun with all its small and unique shops. The newer part of town was typical (Lowes, McDonalds, etc). We planned on stopping in the old part of town on our return but we hit there about 6:30, traffic was heavy and could not get parked. Oh well!

CooperstownError: Reference source not found  –
Took little Merlene to the National Baseball Hall of Fame & MuseumError: Reference source not found . This was a great drive. It was about 100 miles but what a beautiful drive. From where we are camped, there is not a direct route so you have to go back roads and through little towns. All the town were very interesting.

Cooperstown is very interesting. Definitely geared toward baseball, for tourists. The Hall of Fame was very interesting and a great tribute to the players. It was $19.50 per person (seniors get a break at 65), but worth seeing it, especially if you are a fan.

For $2 we parked the car at a trolley parking lot and rode the trolley into town (maybe half mile). This was Friday and parking in town was limited with 2 hour meters. Arrived about 10am, left about 6pm. The morning trolly drivers name was Chipper. She was very nice. It was strange that we had Chipper driving us to the Hall of Fame when we know that Chipper Green would have liked to have been there with us.

Also looked at Double Day FieldError: Reference source not found  which is the decided place that baseball began its history in the USA.

Ate breakfast at Doubleday CaféError: Reference source not found . It was pretty good, ate lunch at TJs Place, the Home PlateError: Reference source not found .
New York CityError: Reference source not found  –
Took a bus tour to the cityError: Reference source not found  ($98/person). So glad we did. I can not believe the number of people, cars, busses, and taxis in the town with its narrow streets lined with high buildings. It is very spectacular but it wore me out.
Time Square:Error: Reference source not found  One of the interesting facts is that in order to build in Time Square, the building must contain 120ft of buildings façade must be all lights.
Statue of LibertyError: Reference source not found , Liberty Island: We took the ferry, from Battery Park, New YorkError: Reference source not found , across the Hudson River to Liberty Island where the Statue of Liberty exists. The statue is really beautiful. The detail is absolutely amazing. We did not go inside. Liberty Island is very small with water all around it. Another interesting fact is that the statue is actually in New JerseyError: Reference source not found . The statue is 125 years old and looking good!!!! 
Ellis IslandError: Reference source not found : Stopped at Ellis Island is where all immigrants passed through to become Americans.
Empire State BuildingError: Reference source not found , MidtownError: Reference source not found : This building is very spectacular. We went to the the 86th floor (we walked the stairs up and down from 80th floor. The view is something unbelievable. It was just a bit hazy out but still a spectacular view. Interesting point about this building; one of the functions the the very top steeple on the building was to port helium filled planes. They were to fly to the steeple and tie up to it. This proved not to be a good idea and was abandoned very quickly. 

We drove all around including the Financial District. That includes the famous Wall Street (named after a physical wall that was built by the Dutch to keep the Indians out. It no longer exists.), China TownError: Reference source not found , Little ItalyError: Reference source not found , Greenwhich VillageError: Reference source not found  TribecaError: Reference source not found , SOHOError: Reference source not found , Hells KitchenError: Reference source not found ……we pretty much covered New YorkError: Reference source not found , not in detail but pretty much all of it.

We had lunch at a place on Pier 17. From our lunch table (Pizza & Beer), we could see the Tall Ships, Brooklyn Bridge, and the Manhattan BridgeError: Reference source not found .

In Brooklyn we stopped at JuniorsError: Reference source not found . The claim to fame is Cheese cake. They truly are to die for!!!! Around the corner we grabbed a hot dog from one of the dog carts. Very delicious!!!!
Yankee StadiumError: Reference source not found , BronxError: Reference source not found : We drove the car into the Bronx. Went on a tour of the home of the New York YankeesError: Reference source not found . The stadium was built in 2009. The tour itself was $20 + handling fees of $5. The tour was the worst we have taken. We really did not see any more, other than the dugout, than anyone that goes to the game. The outside of the stadium was very cool looking. Made you think it would be special inside…..not. Very humdrum. Went into the Yankee Museum their, it was not that great. For a team with so much history, it was a let down…..but we went!

We lucked out on parking finding a spot along a street close to the stadium. Parking close to th stadium starts at $40 and drops by $5 the farther the lot is from the park.

We ate lunch at a diner near the ballpark(nothing special). We walked a block or two looking for a place to eat……not sure the Bronx is the best place to be walking the neighborhood. 
Hudson River CruisesError: Reference source not found , KingstonError: Reference source not found : Took the boat tour down the ?? creek to the Hudson, then went down the Hudson. 2 hour tour. Was a good fun tour. Ate lunch (Pizza and beer) at the Steel House.
New York Mets; CoronaError: Reference source not found : Drove the car into the town of Corona where Citi FieldError: Reference source not found  exists, the home of the New York MetsError: Reference source not found . Took the tour of the ball field. Very cool ball park. The building is very cool looking, apparently designed much after the original Shea park stadium. We even got to see the locker room and the workout room. This is the first time we have seen these two room on our ball park tours. They also have big TOPPS cards (5’x6’?) with the top players of the team. They were really cool!!!! They also have a home plate and first base where the players can practice running the distance. I got to run this and it was fun!

While in the dugout, we could pick up the phone which rang at the bullpen instantly.

Aug 15 – 19
WoodstockError: Reference source not found , ConneticutError: Reference source not found 

Chamberlain Lake CampgroundError: Reference source not found  (PA $20/night), full hookups 50Amp. This is a wooded campground. It does have some open spaces without sewer hookup.

We drove a beautiful drive from New YorkError: Reference source not found , through a bottom corner of MassachusettsError: Reference source not found , to Connecticut. Took us about 5 hours for 190 miles (stopped for a quick lunch), but very beautiful……still had to pay some tolls over the Rip Van Winkle bridgeError: Reference source not found  which crossed the Hudson River).

On our way, it was raining, not to bad, but a fair amount of rain, about 20 miles out, part of the drivers side windshield wiper appeared to fly off. I had to turn the wipers off for fear of scratching the windshield. As it turns out, a plastic piece broke but the parts that I thought blew off were just dangling below the windshield…..go figure.

Drove to Rhode IslandError: Reference source not found: The drive was through MassachusettsError: Reference source not found  to ProvidenceError: Reference source not found , Rhode IslandError: Reference source not found . We had lunch at ‘harrys bar & burger’Error: Reference source not found . They serve the burgers like sliders, so, you get two burgers. We also had a side of sweet potato fries along with some local draft beer. It was all very good! We visited the CapitolError: Reference source not found  of Rhode Island. Nice building. Had self guided tour which allowed us to see many more things than a guided tour. We even went down to the basement!

Drove to NewportError: Reference source not found , Rhode IslandError: Reference source not found . This is right on the Atlantic OceanError: Reference source not found . Did a mile an a half walk along the “Cliff WalkError: Reference source not found ”. On this walk you get some great views of the ocean and a lot of the mansions bordering the walk. These are huge places, most built back in the late 1800’s to 1900’s. Huge places built from the likes of Vanderbuilt, etc. 
HartfordError: Reference source not found , ConneticutError: Reference source not found 

Toured the CapitolError: Reference source not found . I thought this was the best looking Capitol inside and out. Outside is very ornate that has a mix look between castle and cathedral, very English orientated. The inside was very richly done. Merlene thinks that the HarrisburgError: Reference source not found  capitolError: Reference source not found  may be her favorite, I am thinking this one is my favorite so far.

Walked around town some, stopped in a place and had Pizza and a beer. While there, ‘Billy B’ bought us a beerError: Reference source not found  and introduced himself. Nice guy, 55 years old, owns a roofing company (commercial orientated). He was there with some other business related guys and bought the beer because he thought he had been to loud about his business discussions with his companions. Nice guy who claimed he had done some parachuting for the Olympics. Fun times.
BostonError: Reference source not found , MassachusettsError: Reference source not found :Drove to Boston, parked in the Boston CommonsError: Reference source not found  parking lot ($23 all day), jumped on the subway and went to Fenway ParkError: Reference source not found ., home of the Boston Red SoxError: Reference source not found  This is a great baseball park that has not been rebuilt since 1912. It has been upgraded and refurbished in areas but it really has the look and feel of an old ball field. Took a tour. The tour did not include going onto the field, locker room or even the dugout, but the information and just the look of the field is still awesome. We had a “Finway Dog”.

We took the subway back to the city, did a tour of the State CapitolError: Reference source not found . It’s a nice building where the original part of the building was built in 1912, later additions were made. In the last two capitols, security is noticeable more relaxed than in other capitol tours we have taken.

We walked the “Freedom Trail”. Stopped and had Pizza and beer in a local bar. Then we continued on our “Freedom Trail” walk and in the “Funeuil HallError: Reference source not found ”, which is a market place in the ‘North End’Error: Reference source not found , we found the Pizzeria ReginaError: Reference source not found  which is highly touted. It was good stuff!

Aug 20 -21
WestfordError: Reference source not found , Massachussetts. Did show here (Nashoba Valley Ski ResortError: Reference source not found ) Blues and BrewsError: Reference source not found  (Sat) and Pig & Pepper (Sun). Stayed in parking lot.

Aug 22
PortsmouthError: Reference source not found*****, New HampshireError: Reference source not found   Parked RV in WalmartError: Reference source not found , drove to town. Just looked around and ate at Ollie & MeError: Reference source not found  which was a bit on the health food side. This is a nice quaint town set up for tourism. Nicely done.
Aug 22- 24
PortlandError: Reference source not found , MaineError: Reference source not found  

ElksError: Reference source not found  Lodge $10, 15 amp, no water, no dump

Had to buy coach batteries for the RVError: Reference source not found . Worked out pretty good as the only place for miles and miles that had the golf cart batteries was Eds Batteries, which happen to be about a mile or two from the ElksError: Reference source not found  Lodge.

Light houses, cliff walk with mansionsError: Reference source not found 

ScarboroughError: Reference source not found  - Went to Len Libby chocolatesError: Reference source not found  where Lenny the 1700 pound moose of solid pure milk chocolateError: Reference source not found  stands in a pool of white chocolate. Very amazing! We saw a film of the owners making the huge chocolate moose. We bought some beer brittle. It was very good!
Aug 24
WiscassetError: Reference source not found , MaineError: Reference source not found 

Freeport, MaineError: Reference source not found  
Reds Eats – On our way to EllsworthError: Reference source not found , MaineError: Reference source not found , we stopped at Reds EatsError: Reference source not found  and each had one of its famous ‘Lobstah Rolls’Error: Reference source not found . We got there early and it was a good thing because by the time they opened (11:30) there was a long line around the corner. This place is just a little shack on the corner street before crossing on the Kennebeck River bridgeError: Reference source not found  toward the east. While waiting, we met a couple who were riding their bicycles to Bar HarborError: Reference source not found*****, MaineError: Reference source not found . They started in SeattleError: Reference source not found****, WashingtonError: Reference source not found . They live in CaliforniaError: Reference source not found  outside San FranciscoError: Reference source not found . We parked the RV in a small parking lot of an abandoned business and drove the car back to town for the Lobstah rolls!!! 
L.L. BeanError: Reference source not found  - We also stopped at L.L. Bean in FreeportError: Reference source not found , MaineError: Reference source not found . Interesting place with interesting prices. This is a huge complex with all the different aspects of L.L. Bean retail items (outdoor, furniture, etc). Merlene had a great time taking pictures of the huge hiking bootError: Reference source not found  they have outside the outdoors store.
Aug -24-26
EllsworthError: Reference source not found , MaineError: Reference source not found 

Patten PondError: Reference source not found  (181.90), full hookups. Scheduled from Aug 24 – 31. Hurricane IreneError: Reference source not found  caused an early departure!

On Aug 25, went to Bar HarborError: Reference source not found  went to Acadia national parkError: Reference source not found .

Drove hwy 2 from AugustaError: Reference source not found , MaineError: Reference source not found . Through New HampshireError: Reference source not found , VermontError: Reference source not found  (stayed at St. JohnsburyError: Reference source not found* ElksError: Reference source not found  which had a very cool house like lodge), VermontError: Reference source not found  is beautiful! Need to spend more time there., up lake Champlain and across to New YorkError: Reference source not found  on hwy 11. (500 miles?) Skating along the Canadian border, down the east side of Lake Ontario. And finally out of hurricane Irenes way in FinewayError: Reference source not found , New YorkError: Reference source not found . 
Aug 27 – 29
FineviewError: Reference source not found , New YorkError: Reference source not found 

Seaway Island ResortError: Reference source not found  $10/night, water/sewer at site.

This was an RPI park but I think it is no more. A lady about 80 years old runs this park. Her husband died about 3 months ago and the park is in disrepair and she has not yet turned on the electric (which, after further checking is only 15 amp) and probably will not for this season. It was an okay place and served our purpose.

We explored Wellesley IslandError: Reference source not found  which is where the famed Thousand IslandsError: Reference source not found  is. We had some consistent rain (a result of Hurricane Irene). Still we explored the T.I. Park where old houses are in good shape and reminds you of how the old days might have looked. 

Aug 29 –Sept 1
Seneca FallsError: Reference source not found , New YorkError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  Lodge $10/night  parking lot, 15 amp (2 sites with elec), no dump or water.

New YorkError: Reference source not found , or up state New YorkError: Reference source not found  is beautiful.
Seneca FallsError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  is at the tip of Cayuga LakeError: Reference source not found  which is one of the finger lakesError: Reference source not found . Cayuga Lake is like the 3rd finger of the 5 fingers. On our trips to Watkins Glen and Ithaca, we ran along side both these lakes.
Watkins GlennError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found - This town which is about 45 miles from Seneca FallsError: Reference source not found , has the Watkins Glenn State ParkError: Reference source not found  which has some beautiful cascading waterfalls. Entry fee was $8 per car load and its worth it. It’s about a 3 mile hike and very nice. We also drove to the Watkins Glenn race trackError: Reference source not found . There were a few folks running their cars while we were there (we just watched from the outside). The track is set in a beautiful setting (as all of upstate New YorkError: Reference source not found  is). If I were a driver, I would be distracted by the beautiful setting.

On the way back to the RV, we stopped at a couple of winery’s and a distillery, did some taste tests and bought wine and gin.

Also in Watkins Glenn is Shequaga FallsError: Reference source not found . This a water fall that is in a housing neighborhood and between houses. It has a concrete/grass walkway to it but if you are not looking for it you can easily miss it.
IthacaError: Reference source not found  – this is a great college town which hosts both Cornell University and Ithaca CollegeError: Reference source not found . This was about a 45 mile ride from Seneca FallsError: Reference source not found . While in Ithaca we went to Taughannock FallsError: Reference source not found . This is a 215 foot fall. Very Nice!

Also went to Robert H. Treman State ParkError: Reference source not found  and hiked the 2 mile Gorge trail to see beautiful cascading water falls, the upper and lower falls.

Also did Buttermilk FallsError: Reference source not found . This is a pretty aggressive ¾ mile hike (one way) but it was worth it. In the worst case, no more than 50 yards of river runs before another cascading waterfall. Absolutely breath taking. I think these are the very best cascading falls we have seen!

In both the Robert H. Treman State Park and even more so at the Buttermilk Falls, the natural landscape the water has cut into the flagstone/shale rock is just beautiful. It truly looks like the mythology gods cut pools of rectangular, squares, with accommodating steps to enter the water. Just gorgeous!!!!

Sept 1 - 7
BrockportError: Reference source not found , New YorkError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  first 3 days free, $5 per day after that, although they do have reduced rates for longer stays, $10/dump, 15amp, water at lodge. Tv antenna ok. Did not try sat.

Should state that New York grows a lot of Corn, Apples, Soy Beans, and grapes for very good wineError: Reference source not found !

This city has a state college, New York State CollegeError: Reference source not found  at Brockport.

The town itself is very quaint. They are doing a lot of road work at the moment so it looks kind of tore up but its very nice old buildings maybe 5 blocks long. The town is right off the Erie CanalError: Reference source not found . On one end of the town is the Erie Canal. Brockport also has a newer section with WalmartError: Reference source not found  and the likes.

The older section includes the Strand TheatreError: Reference source not found . This is a cool sign and looking theater that is in operation today.
LeRoyError: Reference source not found  -  Visited the building that Jell-OError: Reference source not found  was first created. Interesting story. The house that Orator WoodwardError: Reference source not found , the guy who made Jell-O famous, was also on the same piece of property to tour.
RochesterError: Reference source not found  – Visited the Charlotte Genesee Light HouseError: Reference source not found . This light house was a bit different than others we have seen in that it was not as tall and it was made out of brick, more like cobblestone. 

Rochester is very lucky to have had Eastman KodakError: Reference source not found  as part of its heritage. Eastman, more so than Kodak had a lot of buildings and schools such as Eastman School of Music which looks to be about 5 blocks long and very wide. It is a pretty cool building that is rounded in front following the curb of the street. 

Rochester also has Frontier FieldError: Reference source not found  ball park but Merlene would not stop to check it out!!!!
Letchworth State ParkError: Reference source not found  – This park is about 50 miles south of Brockport. The Genesee RiverError: Reference source not found  flows through it. There are 3 beautiful cascading waterfalls (upper, middle, and lower). The middle falls is a very wide water fall; I think the widest I have ever seen. We drove the distance of the park looking at the different overlooks and sights. Over the Upper falls is a huge train trestleError: Reference source not found  which is very ominous going over the falls.

While hiking to the Lower Falls we met a young person, Venessa (20 years old) from Germany who was visiting the United States for a few weeks. This person (we thought the person was a male, but we became unsure toward the end of our visit and especially when the name Venessa was given) was a musician soon to be entering college of music in Germany. Vanessa lived near Bavaria in a small village. It was a very interesting talk as we hiked the lower falls together.

Within the park, near the middle falls is the Glen Iris InnError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  which has a restaurant and rooms. We ate at the restaurant (it was highly recommended by Tim at the ElksError: Reference source not found  lodge). It was very good and reasonably priced.

We also drove to the Mt. Morris DamError: Reference source not found . The purpose of this dam is to protect the cities north of the Genesee River. While the dam is capable of holding a large amount of water, and could be used to produce energy, it does not. Its purpose, which it has accomplished many times, is to restrain a huge amount of water that would flood and destroy homes. Its odd looking because the Genesee River flows to the North but there is no water buildup on the south side of the dam and only a small buildup of water on the north side as a result of a small natural dam on the north side. So, the water is continuous unless it begins to flood, then the dam start restraining the amount of water passing through.

Sept 7 –11
LockportError: Reference source not found , New York

ElksError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  -  $10/night, Water at site, 30amp, no sewer. This lodge has 4 sites with these amenities and a large lot for dry camping. The 4 RV sites are very nice and include a concrete pad. The outside areas are very well maintained.

Lockport LocksError: Reference source not found** - Drove into town and watched the locks work. The tour boat arrived just as we did. Perfect timing to see the locks in operation. Very cool!

Had a couple of pieces of pie at Toms dinerError: Reference source not found  and hit the local music store.

This town, the old section, is not as quaint as some of the other towns we have been through, but it was ok.

Niagara FallsError: Reference source not found  – These are amazing. The amount of water going over falls (coming from 4 of the 5 great lakes) is unbelievable! While I would not say they are the prettiest falls we have seen, they certainly are the largest in the sense of volume and width. We took the “Maid of the MistError: Reference source not found ” boat tour ($13/person) and it was worth it. It seems a little pricey but it is a spectacular view and you get the sense of power and a good view from the water level.

We also walked across the border to Niagara Falls, Ontario, CanadaError: Reference source not found  to look at the falls from the Canadian side. This is a great experience. The view is the best and as you get to the Horseshoe you begin to get rained upon from the amount of mist that plumes into the air. Its very awsum!

We had lunch at TGI FridaysError: Reference source not found  on the American side of the Falls (as always, very good). In the corridor of where TGI Fridays is, there is a 3 day Niagara Falls Blues FestivalError: Reference source not found . So when we got to the end of our sightseeing we had a couple of beers and listened to some cool blues…..don’t get much better!!!! A wonderful day…….again.

Anchor BarError: Reference source not found , BuffaloError: Reference source not found , New YorkError: Reference source not found  – This claims to be where Buffalo Wings were createdError: Reference source not found . We stopped on our way and had lunch. It is a great place and the wings are delicious, cole slaw is so so. While looking for a parking place we drove around the general area. Buffalo looks like the typical bigger city. It did have some interesting buildings, older and newer. Some areas do look a bit rough but everyone seemed cool.

Sept 11 –13
ErieError: Reference source not found*, PennsylvaniaError: Reference source not found 

Sara’s CampgroundError: Reference source not found   PPA $17.50/night, 30 Amp, Sewer & water at site, Cable tv.

This is right across the street from Lake ErieError: Reference source not found . We are on the Bay side. The bayside is created by Presque Isle State ParkError: Reference source not found  is a peninsula right across from this campground. This is a peninsula into Lake Erie.

Spent the day with Scott & KellieError: Reference source not found . We even got to interact with their kids Garret and LaurenError: Reference source not found  (nice kids) and there dog Otto (huge German Shepard who is also very nice ) and the kitty cats. Scott & Kellie showed us around town, stopped into the SeaWolvesError: Reference source not found  minor league team ballpark. The SeaWolves are a minor leage team of the Detroit Tigers. There, we met Daryl Murphy, Director, Business Development. He was very nice and took some time to give us a tour of the park and chatted with us. Did a “BreweriesError: Reference source not found ” micro brew sampling, met up with ‘Captain’ Scott at his office at the police station, went to the land Lighthouse, had lunch at Papa JoesError: Reference source not found  where we had our first experience of Pizza BallsError: Reference source not found . These are pretty good. The bread reminded me of a glaze donut without the glazing, stuffed with pepperoni. I had a steak sandwich which, I must say, is in direct competition with the Philly Cheese SteakError: Reference source not found  sandwich we had in Harrisburg! 

We drove out on the Peninsula (Presque Isle State Park). This is a great state park with no entry fee and maintained very nicely. The lake is so big that you cannot see the other side of the lake. It looks like the ocean. The lake has nice beaches and the water is very nice and has no salt. The water was just a bit choppy but Scott said that is not normally the case. This lake freezes during the winter…..doe not seem possible but it does. They do ice fishing.

Scott and Kellie took us out to the Farm. Scotts brother John owns this land (200 acres). It’s a great place! He leases out some of the land to farmers, rents out the house that is on the land, has a huge barn on it. Beautiful piece of land.

Sept 13 –  20
JeffersonError: Reference source not found , OhioError: Reference source not found 

Kenisee LakeError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, water & sewer at site (50 amp 3$ more/day).  Tv antenna gets 20 or so channels, weak cell, needed the antenna and amplifier which gave us 4 bars. Did not try Satellite.

Gas prices are lower here than Pennsylvania.

The weather seems to be cooling and we are getting some rain. Nights are getting very cool. The air has that fresh briskness to it. We see some evidence of fall in the color of the trees and plants, yet there are still some beautiful little purple, yellow and white flowers that seem to outline the roads.

This is a nice park. We have a spot right on the lake with a great view of the lake.

ClevelandError: Reference source not found  is about 55 miles west of here. Took the car to the Progressive FieldError: Reference source not found . This is the IndiansError: Reference source not found  ball park. Took the tour ($14 which is donated to charity) which was very good. This is a nice ballpark with good fan seating that is very close to the field. They sell tickets very reasonable (as low as $8). The tour was about 1.5 hours. The park had a very nice skyline view from the ballpark, although you could not see Lake Erie.

While in ClevelandError: Reference source not found  we toured the Rock and Roll Hall of FameError: Reference source not found . This is very cool with lots and lots of info on inductees. However, we felt the EMP in SeattleError: Reference source not found  WashingtonError: Reference source not found  was better. I suppose the reason is because of the interactive features of EMP (you can play instruments in studios, etc).

We were in ClevelandError: Reference source not found  all day between the ball park and the Hall of Fame. We ate lunch at Vincenzas Pizza & PastaError: Reference source not found  on Prospect Avenue. It is different pizza than New York, more like Chicago pizza. The pizza was very good and they had many different varieties. We ate dinner at Little Johnnies BarError: Reference source not found*** on Frankfort just off 9th street. This is a small place and had a very good burger & chips and pulled pork and fries dinner plates.

We were in town during the evening so Merlene got some pictures of the skyline buildings. She feels the color of some of the lighted buildings did not come out in her pictures.

While getting from the ball park to the hall of fame, to places to eat (none of which were to far from one another), we got to see a bit of the city. It appears to be clean city and nice looking. As with all these cities back here, drivers and street management is bazaar!

One day, we toured 12 covered bridgesError: Reference source not found , stopped and did wine tasting at two wineries that were on the covered bridge trail. During our tour we see just beautiful country side. The wineries were TarsitanoError: Reference source not found  and MarkkoError: Reference source not found. Both these places were very funky compared to most wineries we have been to. They were interesting in that they were not all about looks. Tarsitano was preparing food for Friday and Saturday dinner guests. While it looked funky, they seem to have a following. Prices were high. Markko apparently puts on a fish fry on Saturday. We bought two bottles of wine from Markko, a Reisling and a Chardonay.

The covered bridgesError: Reference source not found  are very interesting in that all but one of the 14 we saw is in use covered bridges. Some are to low for higher vehicles but they are used for everyday commuting. The bridges ages are from 1835 to 2008. These covered bridges are well taken care of as they are a normal part of commuting. Some have been refurbished (many in 1987), but not replaced. I think they keep these because of the snow and ice that is created from the creeks/rivers that flow underneath the bridge…just a guess. They also have a covered bridge fair, perhaps that’s why.

Ate Perch at Hil MakError: Reference source not found  restaurant in the town of AshtabulaError: Reference source not found . This is a highly touted place for Perch. It was good and lots of food.

We also hit another couple of wineries, FerranteError: Reference source not found  and DebonneError: Reference source not found . These were much more along the lines of the typical wineries we are used to seeing. They both served food and Debonne had live music.

Did stop at Morells MusicError: Reference source not found  store in AshtabulaError: Reference source not found . This was a small shop but done nicely.

Sept 20 -21
FreemontError: Reference source not found , OhioError: Reference source not found 

Sandusky Fair GroundsError: Reference source not found : $18 , Water, 30 amp electric, no sewer. This was an ok place, a little pricey but worked for our needs.

Went to Rutherford B. HayesError: Reference source not found  Presidential Center. This tour included a museum and the Hayes house. This was a good tour. President Hayes seemed like a good president.

Sept 21 -22
AuburnError: Reference source not found , IndianaError: Reference source not found 

Auburn ElksError: Reference source not found  $10, Parking Lot, No water, electric or sewer. Good Internet, TV antenna.

Sept 22 - 26
NappaneeError: Reference source not found , Indiana

NewmarError: Reference source not found  $0 : 50 amp, Water, good cell, good TV antenna.

Took tour of the Newmar plantError: Reference source not found . Good tour. Good company. Bought parts and stayed in overnight section.

Bought parts for the RV.

Had lunch at the Amish Acres restaurantError: Reference source not found . Pretty good, lots of food!

ElkhartError: Reference source not found : went to the RVmh Hall of Fame. This museum had history of RV’s, some old to new RV’s. Pretty cool ($6 for seniors). Drove through some of the town. The main street is torn up but looks like it will be nice when completed. Lots of old buildings in town. Some of the buildings have some pretty cool murals on the side of them. Because of the town name, Elkhart, there are of course, concrete ElksError: Reference source not found  everywhere, painted very strangely.

Sept 26-29
(Chicago RidgeError: Reference source not found ) Oak LawnError: Reference source not found , IllinoisError: Reference source not found 

Elks, Oak Lawn ElksError: Reference source not found  $10 / night, 15 amp, no water or sewer.

Time change. We did not realize we gained an hour (instead of 2:00 it was 1:00) until we retired for the night. While in NappaneeError: Reference source not found  we saw, and heard, many trains pass by, but it is nothing compared to the number of trains we see and hear here. The Elks Lodge is probably 10 to 15 miles south of Chicago center. This is obviously a hub for trains. The different type of cars is amazing. I think the longest break between trains, which run both east and west, has been about 20 minutes.

ChicagoError: Reference source not found : Drove into Chicago today and took a tour of U.S. Cellular FieldError: Reference source not found , and Wrigley FieldError: Reference source not found . Its cloudy and on and off drizzly.These parks are maybe 10 miles apart.

U.S. Cellular FieldError: Reference source not found  is in “South” Chicago and is the home of the White SoxError: Reference source not found . The team is not giving tours anymore this year, but Maria was nice enough to give us a “Field Tour”. This was simply a walk out to the field itself. Good enough to see this was a nice field. It was sprinkling but we stood and chatted about the field and team for awhile as Maria seemed content to hang with us for as long as we wanted.

Wrigley FieldError: Reference source not found  is in “North Chicago”. This was a great tour. It cost $25 which, we are told, most goes to charities supported by the CubsError: Reference source not found . Our tour guide, Dave, was very good and very knowledgeable. I think perhaps he was the best tour guide thus far. We saw both visitors and home team locker rooms. This was funny because Dave showed us the visiting teams locker room first, then hyped us up on how much “fancier” the Cubs locker room was. The Cubs locker room was less than the Indians visiting team’s locker room! At any rate, this was a good tour of a very old ball park that, for the most part, has not been changed much. It is a great looking park, great seating, the lower levels right at field level. It is also neighborhood friendly with great views of Lake Michigan and the beautiful Chicago skyline.

SuperdawgError: Reference source not found : We ate lunch at Superdawg which is touted to be the very best Chicago hot dog spot. It’s true. We both had the Superdawg which has some secret sauce, onions, pickle slice, and green tomato wedge, with French fries (very good) crammed into a little box. Very yummy, and pretty pricey! While there we talked with a gentleman who told us how nice the Lake SuperiorError: Reference source not found  area was for kayaking. He also said Lake MichiganError: Reference source not found  was nice but Superior, especially on the Canada side was really nice.

On our way to the ballpark, we passed the Morton Salt factoryError: Reference source not found . They have a huge painting on the roof of the factory of the Morton Salt name and the Morton Salt girlError: Reference source not found .

Michigan StreetError: Reference source not found : Drove around ChicagoError: Reference source not found , which is very cool, with its great skyline, tall beefy looking buildings. We drove down Michigan street and it reminds you of BostonError: Reference source not found  and New YorkError: Reference source not found , with a little bit of Washington DCError: Reference source not found  mixed in in regards to the building structures. Michigan street is a nice wide street with buildings on both sides. If you look down the side streets, you really get the resemblance of New York or Boston with narrower streets with the tall buildings that make the street look even narrower than it is. Very cool though. It’s a nice town.

Lake Shore DriveError: Reference source not found : We also drove down Lake Shore Drive which skirts Lake Michigan. Very nice drive although it did get to a point where you had to pay to go further down the shore line (go figure).

Grant Park:We drove by and stopped for a few minutes at Grant ParkError: Reference source not found  and visited the Buckingham FountainError: Reference source not found . Very nicely done. This is a huge, long narrow park that runs alongside Lake Michigan. It is beautiful with sculptures, and water scenes.

Soldier FieldError: Reference source not found : We drove to this field where the Chicago Bears football team plays. It is very awesome looking construction, however, something was going on and we could not even park near the field, so we got some pictures from a short distance.

We also drove along what looked like the Chicago River walkError: Reference source not found . It is big enough that there are boat tours…good size boats. We did not go on this but should consider it next time we are here.

Sister Karen passed away on the 28thError: Reference source not found . We got the message late the 29th as we were traveling.

Sept 29 – Oct 1
OglesbyError: Reference source not found , IllinoisError: Reference source not found 

Oglesby ElksError: Reference source not found  $10/night (donation). 30 amp, no water, no sewer parking lot. Terrible TV antenna stations, excellent cell and internet air card.

This was an interesting Elks lodge. Seems there is not much calling for Elks members. They seem to rent out the facilities for events more than anything else. Never did actually talk with an Elk while we were here but there were activities scheduled.

Anyway they have 15 amps but we found a 30 amp under the cabana, so we hooked in!

Oglesby is a very small town. They seem to be trying to fix it up but its very small as I said before. We drove around the towns surrounding Oglesby. Those towns, such as UticaError: Reference source not found , PeruError: Reference source not found , and LaSalleError: Reference source not found  were bigger towns. In LaSalle was the Guitar JunkyardError: Reference source not found . This was a cool place that had all kinds of old instruments, mostly old guitars, but also had some organs pianos, etc. The owner, Terry, does all kinds of Luthier works on guitars. Seemed very knowledgeable. He had some cool stuff in there. We really enjoyed the place even though you could see he did more work than dusting!

We went to Starved Rock State ParkError: Reference source not found  and did a 6 mile hike. There were several places for what could be nice waterfalls, however, there was no water to speak of. This was a nice 6 mile hike that we might consider doing in the spring….if there are no tornados around.

Oct 1 – Oct 7
LitchfieldError: Reference source not found , IllinoisError: Reference source not found 

Honey Bend ResortError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $12.50/night. 30/50amp, water at site, some sewer at site. We have a site with 50 amp, water and sewer.

This is a nice park with lakes and even the Wooden Nickel Restaurant and Winery.Error: Reference source not found 

We arrived on Saturday and the winery has live music from 2-6, so, to the winery we went. The wine tasting and beer tasting is a bit expensive. They also have vodka. We opted for a glass of wine and one of their beers. Both very good and the price was reasonable. Music was good as well.

This part of the state is very flat. It is pretty in a sense of farmland, but it is flat with still a fair amount of trees, but flat; no rolling hills. We have had clear nice days and when the sun goes down, because it is so flat, the sun is going down at a level even with where you are sitting. It’s kind of different.

St. LouisError: Reference source not found , MissouriError: Reference source not found  – This is about 50 miles south from this park. Nice drive on hwy 55.

1. We toured the Bush StadiumError: Reference source not found  which is where the St. Louis CardinalsError: Reference source not found  call home. This is an awesome ball park. Very nicely done inside and out. It is to date our favorite with the exception that The Great American Ball ParkError: Reference source not found  is outstanding and include the hall of fame section (you get to be very involved in all aspects of the game).

2. Went to the top of the ‘Gateway to the West’Error: Reference source not found . This is the arch in St Louis. It is 653 feet tall. Merlene even went up to the top!Error: Reference source not found  You ride in this very small elevator, Ferris wheel, capsule to the top. From there you have a great view. It is very impressive.

3. Walked to the Edward Jones domeError: Reference source not found . This is where the Rams play. There was absolutely nobody there. Looking through the glass, it looked much like the Colts entry way.

4. Walked around town, had lunch at TGI FridaysError: Reference source not found . We ran into a guy who asked for a couple of bucks. I gave my normal spiel saying if he wanted to tag along I would buy him a sandwich. Normally, most tell me to forget it. Today he took me up on the offer so we walked to a Hardee’s bought him a combo lunch.

SpringfieldError: Reference source not found , IllinoisError: Reference source not found  – This is about 35 miles north of here.

1. Toured the CapitolError: Reference source not found  building. This is a beautiful building inside and out. Our tour guide (Dorothy) was ok, but not as knowledgeable as you would like. The building took 20 years to complete and began in late 1800’s.

2. Lincolns MuseumError: Reference source not found  is a great museum costing $9.00 for seniors (62…I lied). It was very good, very informative. We spent several hours there but you could easily spend much more time there.

3. Lincolns TombError: Reference source not found  is very bold. After getting the story of Lincoln from the museum, the fact that he was honored with such a tomb is very interesting.

4. Cozy DogError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  is a very interesting place that made its name on corn dogs. While corn dogs are not my favorite (Merlene loves corn dogs), we had to eat here just because of the history. These are the first commercial corn dogs. It displays the progression of tools used to cook the corn dogs two at a time, side by side; thus the name Cozy Dogs. 

St. LouisError: Reference source not found , MissouriError: Reference source not found  –

1. Anheuser Busch BreweryError: Reference source not found  tour. This is a great tour for free. The property is about 115 acres, the buildings are huge and some very old. We have been on several brewery tours and whats different about this one is that everything is bigger. For example, the vats that are used are much larger than those used in other breweries. I suppose this is because Budwieser ships a lot more brew than others (like 10 million bottles a year). The brewery is very nicely done. Even the Clydesdale barn (or house) is very nice and even includes huge chandeliers.

2. White CastleError: Reference source not found . We finally tried these burgers out. They are $.62 cents for two slider burgers. They are pretty good!

Route 66Error: Reference source not found  – From LitchfieldError: Reference source not found  to St. LouisError: Reference source not found  is part of the old Route 66 which as “decommissioned in 1984. We drove part of that. What became apparent is that so much of this history, and so much of what we have grown up with will someday not even be a thought in the next generations. Guess that’s much how we are with WW1 and WW2, etc. Life goes on.

Pink ElephantError: Reference source not found  – Not far from where we are is this antique store. I only mention it because it has some of the most unique things I have seen in many years. Things like the vessel that was the space ship of an old series that had the saying or “Will Robinson”, a huge tricycle, elephant, etc….

CollinsvilleError: Reference source not found  – In this town, the water tower is shaped and painted like a Ketchup bottleError: Reference source not found  bearing the name of Brooks Catsup (now defunct). This thing is in great shape!

 Oct 7 – 11
OwensvilleError: Reference source not found , MissouriError: Reference source not found 

Lost Valley Lake ResortError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $10/night 50amp, water and sewer at site. Cell phone and internet good with use of antenna and amplifier.

This is a huge place. They have all kinds of buildings, motel, villas, all with several lakes and is really done nice. Since we are RPI, we are in the back but its very worth the price. Very nice park.

Jefferson CityError: Reference source not found : 

1. Visited the capitolError: Reference source not found . This is another great building built in 1917 (they did not actually dedicate until 1920’s). Two other capitol buildings existed prior to this (one in St. Louis) burnt down in fires. Great building, great tour and it is free.

2. Lewis and Clark trailheadError: Reference source not found : This is a nice monument that identifies the point at which the Lewis and Clark expedition began.

3. Governors MansionError: Reference source not found : The governor’s mansion is just across the street from the Capitol. We were not able to take a tour but he house and grounds were very nice.

4. Central Ice CreamError: Reference source not found : While touring the capitol, the tour guide suggested we stop down the road at Central Dairy and get an ice cream sundae. We did so but passed on the sundae as we were so full from pizza lunch. We did have a cup of burgundy black cherry cup of ice cream. This was a huge cup of Ice Cream for $3.00….unbelievable!!!! We did see the sundae. It looked so good and we were so glad we did not get it as it was huge!

Missouri is very nice. It seems a bit dryer but still very green, lots of trees and water. The drive on route 19 is beautiful!

Oct 11
St JamesError: Reference source not found , MissouriError: Reference source not found 

Beautiful ride down the 19 to the 68. Colors are really beginning to change.

Stopped at the Vacuum Cleaner MuseumError: Reference source not found . This was a great place! The had rooms, beginning the 1920’s, every 10 years, up to the 1980’s, that displayed the vacumms and room settings (furniture, carpet) of the day. The Vacuums are amazing. What ingenuity and smarts these folks had back in the day. Really, there is nothing new, just packaged differently. Good stop!!!!

Oct 11 – 13
Van BurenError: Reference source not found , MissouriError: Reference source not found 

Big Spring National ForestError: Reference source not found  - $0 Dry Camp, Water accessible, dump station, electric.

Normally, dry camping is $14 and electric is $17. Because the season had ended, the camping was free. We could have had electric but opted to stay in a section that had no electric available. This is a very nice, beautiful park. The way its situated (spurs) reminded me of the camp situation at Silent ValleyError: Reference source not found .

Big SpringError: Reference source not found  – This is a natural spring that pumps, on an average day, 288 million gallons of water. We hiked from our camp spot which is about 3 miles to the spring (you can drive but we wanted the hike). This spring flows into the Current RiverError: Reference source not found . The color of the water from the spring was beautiful, kind of an aqua color. The water is so very clear. It is somewhat confusing to see so much water flowing from the spring because you think it should be flowing down the mountain side, but there it is, a huge amount of water bubbling up and into the flow of the river.

Van BurenError: Reference source not found  – We drove less than a mile into the town. Very small! We checked with the ranger about putting the kayaks into the water. You can do that anywhere you choose, no permits or fees. She did warn us that the flow of the Current River is strong and it would be difficult to paddle back to the car. She stated we could hire one of the many kayak/canoe outfitters to tote us around but it would be costly. Weather being bad on this particular day, we opted not to go for it.

Skyline DriveError: Reference source not found  – on our way back from Van Buren we took this drive. It runs along the mountain (highest mountain in Missouri is less that 1800 feet) ridge and you can get a great view of the country side. Very beautiful!

Oct 13 – 20
CaulfieldError: Reference source not found , MissouriError: Reference source not found 

Cloud 9 RanchError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $10/night 50 amp, water sewer at site. Okay internet with antenna and amplifier. Ok TV antenna stations. Did not try sat.

We stayed in the Lonesome Pine area (the park is 6400 acres and has like 5 different camp areas). We chose this because the cell was best.

Most everyone here has 5th wheel or bumper dragger with quads. Most of the quads seem to be fitted for off road or hunting. That is, since this is a more wooded area, similar to our forests, the quads are set up for that terrain. It does remind us of the how it was when we used to go to the desert with the 3 wheelers and dune buggies. Everyone is driving around on the quads heading out to go trail ridding. Interesting!

The camp ground is nice. Beautiful area. 

Folks we met at Betty’s, Marvin, Shirley, Leroy, Lori, Randy and JerryError: Reference source not found  are here as well. They are members and gave been coming here for a long time. They feel this years colors are not going to show so well due to the dismal weather we have been having. It has been nice up into the high 70’s and 80’s, but it has been in drought. We are swinging into cooler and rain.

Wilder SpringError: Reference source not found  – This is a natural spring in the Wilder Springs camground that feeds into the North Fork of the White RiverError: Reference source not found . Nice little spring. Above it is a waterfall that is dry at the moment, but it is also raining at this time so we will check it out after the rain.

Dawt MillError: Reference source not found  – Drove to this old Grist Mill. The mill sits on the North Fork of the White RiverError: Reference source not found . Marvin, Shirley, Leroy, Lori, Randy and Jerry all went and said that this was an old mill that was very dilapidated when they were last here. Not true at this time. Some doctor bought the property and has and is still continuing to rebuild/remodel the place. It is a bar, dinner, hotel (used to be the cotton gin), a few campsites. The place was closed (Monday) but a young staff member was kind enough to give us a tour. They have maintained the working Grist Mill equipment and he started it and crunched up some grain. It is a very nice looking outfit. They are still working on it and it looks to be spectacular upon completion. They opened in the spring and had a good summer. I think it will continue to grow in profits.

Hodgson MillError: Reference source not found  – This is another mill we drove to. It was closed. It sits on a natural spring that feeds into a beautiful creek in a beautiful setting.

Oct 20

Beautiful ride from CaulfieldError: Reference source not found****, MissouriError: Reference source not found  to Hot SpringsError: Reference source not found , ArkansasError: Reference source not found  on hwy 7Error: Reference source not found . I think this ride is as beautiful, if not more so than the Blue Ridge ParkwayError: Reference source not found . While there are some small towns on the route, I think they add to the beauty.

Oct 20 – 22
Hot SpringsError: Reference source not found , ArkansasError: Reference source not found 

Gulpha Gorge CampgroundError: Reference source not found  - $24/night, 50amp, water and sewer at site.

This is a nice little National Forest Campground that sits along side Gulpha creekError: Reference source not found .. 

Took about a 5 mile hike (round trip) from the campground through forest trails that drop into the town of Hot Springs. Nice little hike. Gulpha creek is just past the trail head and is a beautiful little creek that you cross on large stepping stones. While crossing we saw a little crawdad that I tried to pick up but he had those pinchers going pretty quick.

In town are famous bath houses started in the 1800’sError: Reference source not found  using the natural hot springs that exists in the town. The bathhouses have been rebuilt several times but the big push came in the 1950’s and some very elaborate bathhouses were built. We took a tour of the Fordyce Bathhouse (free) and it was interesting. I was disappointed as I thought there were some free hot water pools to bath in, there is not. There are some 47 hot spring points sitting around these bathhouses. Those that sit outside are capped for fear of contamination. From many holes you can see steam pouring out.

We walked the town and it’s a nice town. Throughout the town are several watering holes with 6 to 8 spigots you can fill your water bottles with the hot spring water, free!

Supposedly this is the home town of Bill ClintonError: Reference source not found . We found nothing to prove or disprove this.

We ate lunch at Bubba LusError: Reference source not found  which posts bodacious burgers and classy dogs. Well, we could not pass that up! We split a burger and a dog. They were very good!
Oct 22 - 24
KarnackError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Caddo LakeError: Reference source not found  $22/night 50amp, water & sewer at site. Internet good, tv antenna good. Did not try sat but we are in the trees (Woodpecker Hollow area).

Nice drive here; exited ArkansasError: Reference source not found , into LouisianaError: Reference source not found , then into TexasError: Reference source not found . Interesting that when we hit LouisianaError: Reference source not found , the roads got rough.

The last couple of weeks we have been in full clothing as the weather had cooled considerably. Here, its in the upper 80’s…back to shorts and tank tops.

On our first afternoon here, it was warm, clear with blue skies. We walked to the edge of Old Mill PondError: Reference source not found  (feeds into Cypress Pond, which feeds into Caddo Lake). It is beautiful and mysterious looking because of all the cypress with its weeping moss hanging. It looks very much like some of the bayous in LouisianaError: Reference source not found . Later in the evening we watched the St. Louis Cardinals beat the Texas Rangers in game 3 of the World Series. The game ended around 11:15 and the stars were out with clear skies, at least as much as I could see through the trees (it is like a fairly dense forest here). About 2:00 in the morning we had thunder and lightning. I have said before that the thunder east of CaliforniaError: Reference source not found  is much different. When it thunders it rolls with thunder and rumbles for long, long periods of time. The lightning is also different. It totally lights the sky, I mean totally lights the sky! The rain came down very hard and it’s a very heavy thick water. I had to go out and get our chairs. Took me but a few minutes but I was soaked very quickly. It was fun though!  

Walked the nature trail and down to the boat launch area. From there we walked along the shore line of Cypress PondError: Reference source not found , winding our way through the beautiful but mysterious looking cypress trees to the connecting Old Mill Pond. The entire day looked like it was going to rain any minute. It rained just a light rain for a few minutes, once.

Oct 24- 28
PointError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Lake TawakoniError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, water & sewer at site. Ok internet, better with amplifier & antenna. 35 tv stations (many Spanish).

Nice campground and our campsite is right on the lake side.

Beautiful the day we arrived. Reminded me of those CaliforniaError: Reference source not found  days & nights when the night is warm and clear.

ArlingtonError: Reference source not found , Texas -Texas RangersError: Reference source not found  ball park: Texas RangersError: Reference source not found  are in the World Series, so this was an exiting time to tour the ball park. This was a nice park. The outside is really cool looking. The inside is pretty nice as well, not the best we have seen, but pretty nice.

ArlingtonError: Reference source not found , Texas - Dallas CowboysError: Reference source not found  football field. This is just an awesum stadium. Unlike other fields, it has no main supporting company, its just the Dallas Cowboy stadium. However, inside the stadium us a different story! They have levels such as Ford, who has cars an display on supporting beams so you can look, but not touch. They change these cars out every 6 weeks. They have AT&T, Coke, Dr. Pepper. They also lease out all of the box or club houses to companies. They also have companies that have offices. Their lease includes ability to watch the game as they work. This stadium is done very nice. We had a great tour guide, got to go to the club house and pretty much everywhere without issue. The end of the tour they let you hang out on the field until they close. That’s right, they just walk off and you can hang out. This is so different than any other field we have been to.

DallasError: Reference source not found  – on our way to Arlington we passed through the outskirts of  Dallas. It has a nice skyline. We did not actually stop here.

Willis PointError: Reference source not found  – We drove through this little town to get to the campground, back out to see the ballparks, and back in again on our return from the ballparks. We did not stop, but it seems we have seen the small city. It looks interesting with some older buildings. I seem to like these older small towns but I am not sure why.

Oct 28 – 29
EastlandError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0 – cheap except we had to grocery shop!

As we were pulling out to get on the hwy, we noticed a tank sitting on the side of the road painted up like a Campbells soup canError: Reference source not found . It was very cool. After further investigation we found out that there are 42 of these type pieces around Eastland. They were done by high school students honoring artists such as Andy WorrallError: Reference source not found . We will have to investigate when we return here!

Oct 29 -31
CarlsbadError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found   $10 (donation), 30 amp, no water or sewer

This lodge is right across the street from the Pecos RiverError: Reference source not found .

This Elks lodge is a blossoming lodge, way different than any others we have stayed at. This lodge has 2200 members and is inducting at least 25 per initiation night. Ken, the treasure, claims it s because there is not much else to do in town.

This part of New Mexico appears to be very dry. Not so appealing to me. While there is a drought, I do not see much that appeals to me. There is miles and miles of desert type landscape.

What is interesting are the oil rigsError: Reference source not found . There are tanker trucks after tanker trucks of oil retrieved from the oil rigs.

Carlsbad CavernsError: Reference source not found  – This was very cool. 750 miles below the earth surface is the caverns…at least what has been discovered and the public is allowed to see.

They figure this void, or caverns were in existence about 320 billion years ago. This was a very cool cavern.

Oct 31 – Nov 1
Pine SpringsError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Guadalupe Mountains State ParkError: Reference source not found  - $4, no emminities. Ok tv and internet. This is normally $8 but Merlene used Glyniss’s  Golden Geaser number (we needed to save $4).

Hiked about 3 miles (round trip) on the Smith Springs trailError: Reference source not found . This is a great trail that includes a spring fed pool of water (not far into the hike). And about 1.5 miles in there is a natural spring. Its so strange as the area around the spring is very green whilst the area outside the spring is very dry. The thing that throws us is the elevation of 5734 and the climb to the spring is about 500 ft more elevation. The elevation factor seems unreal as we are used to low deserts. This is a high desert. We have been thrown by elevation this whole trip as most elevations with trees and water have been very low (300 ft and up ) and thius desert is 5000 ft or more. 

Nov 1 – Nov 3
FaywoodError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found 

City of Rocks State ParkError: Reference source not found , $14/night, 30 amp, water, no sewer…anywhere!!!!! (camphosts have sewer). Internet good with amplifier. Nice little campground with very cool no hookup sites. 

This park has some cool rock formations that are similar to Valley of Fire in Nevada, but not as cool.

Windy, always windy.

Nov 3 – Nov 4
BensonError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

Valley Vista RV ResortError: Reference source not found  (RPI) – 10.16/night, 30 amp (50 amp for $2 more), water, sewer at site, cable. Internet good (no antenna needed).

Nice place right off Hwy 80. Very friendly. Monthly sites are $350. I suspect it gets filled up beginning January but there is not many here now.

Just stopping here for overnight but I would stop again. They have a pool, hot tub, game room, free movies you can borrow and return before departure.

Nov 4 – 7
MaricopaError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

John Wayne RV Ranch (PPA) $15.00/night, 50 amp, water & sewer at site. Antenna good (27 channels). Internet on air card ok. Also could connect to the parks internet (free).

We arrived at the park by noon and hunkered down as heavy winds were expected. By early afternoon the wind was howling pretty good, good enough that we finally brought the slides in.
PhoenixError: Reference source not found  (about 47 miles) - Chase FieldError: Reference source not found  (formerly Bank One), the home of the DiamondbacksError: Reference source not found . This is a great ballpark. Good tour. The ballpark really lends itself to the fans and even has $4.00 drafts, $1.50 hot dogs and soda. Has a unique roof that can be opened and closed. Its not actually a dome style as the stadium was built before domes became popular, its more of a tiered roof system. The ball park has air conditioning. They close the roof 3 hours before the game, cool it down, then open the roof (on a good day). Many of the concession stands are situated such that as you wait to get to the counter you are facing the field and the stand is positioned near the entry to seating, this allows you to watch the game while awaiting service. You can bring your own food in. TGI FridaysError: Reference source not found  has a restaurant, which we ate lunch at, that you can watch the whole game and eat, for a price. The restaurant is also open on non game days. They also use the park for moto cross, concerts, monster truck, and other fun stuff.

MesaError: Reference source not found  – Visited Jim and Nancy TidballError: Reference source not found  at there “winter spot”. Nice lunch and afternoon.

Nov 7 – 11
YumaError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

Yuma Lakes R.V. ResortError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $10/night, 30 amp, water & sewer.

Ok tv antenna, ok internet. Nice spot near the lake.

Met up with Jim and CookieError: Reference source not found  who are staying in a lot nearby. Had lunch at BernardosError: Reference source not found . Really good steak sandwich and pretty good Italian sub sandwhich.

Had lunch with Jim and Cookie at Don Quitos Mexican restaurantError: Reference source not found . But we did not have Mexican food, we had the fish and chips. It was really good!

Cooked up steak and shrimp and had Jim & Cookie over for dinner. We bought the shrimp from Robert who is the guy that does RV washing  & Waxing & carpet cleaning. We had the carpet cleaned in the RV for $30. The shrimp was $20 and it was decent size and was very good according to all the shrimp eaters.

Nov 11 – 26
TemeculaError: Reference source not found*****, CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Wilderness LakesError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0 – 30 amp, water & sewer at site. TV antenna great (97 channels)!. Internet ok with antenna.

Simi ValleyError: Reference source not found  – drove to Simi Valley and met up with some old friends from back in the day when my life was Simi Valley. Bruce McDonald and Guy StanchfieldError: Reference source not found  showed up at the restaurant. Good lunch, good time. Bruce bought lunch.

WalnutError: Reference source not found  – Drove to Donna’s for the memorial for KarenError: Reference source not found . Tough but good.

AnaheimError: Reference source not found  – Toured the AngelsError: Reference source not found  ball parkError: Reference source not found  (Edison). This was an ok tour but did not get to see much. This park was updated in 1996 so it has some nostalgia looks to it.

Yorba LindaError: Reference source not found  – Did the Richard Nixon Library MuseumError: Reference source not found . Very interesting. He had a tumultuous political life. He did accomplish many things. Interestingly enough, in his campaign he was touting, “are you ready for change”, similar to the Barrack Obama campaign.

Los AngelesError: Reference source not found  - Toured the Dodger StadiumError: Reference source not found  ($10 senior), home of the DodgersError: Reference source not found . This was a good tour. A very interesting stadium built in 1962. While it certainly has the nostalgic look of the 60’s, it is a very nice designed park that, other than its 60’s look, looses nothing to the newer parks. It seats (53,000) more than most of the newer parks and still gives that close up to the field feeling. It was state of the art then and maintains a great venue now.

Nov 27 – Dec 2
RamonaError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Ramona Canyon ResortError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $10 – 30 Amp, Water, sewer at site, cable (about 4 channels?). Need antenna for Internet connection which is still a bit weak (1 or 2 bars).

San Marcos – Met Donna & TerryError: Reference source not found  for lunch. Ate at the San Marcos BreweryError: Reference source not found . Food was okay, nothing to yell about. Company was great!

Dec 2 –  16
JamulError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Pio PicoError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, water & sewer at site. Internet is terrible (you can purchase internet). TV antenna reception gets 13 channels, none of which are local. Pretty much cannot use skype. We can get voicemails but hard to hold a call. Our rooftop dish is in the trees so we are going to try the remote.

No joy on the remote. Moved the RV out another 4 ft and the rooftop worked!

Visited Merlene’s mom.

Met with Keith Hamilton.

Oil change and lube job on the RV.

Had late lunch/dinner with David and family at Pio Pico.

Had Dinner at Al & Barbara with Gary & Glyniss. Was uncomfortable as Glyniss seems to be pissed at one or both of us!

Dec 16 – 23
Chula VistaError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Chula Vista ElksError: Reference source not found  #2011, $23/night 30 amp, water & sewer at site, cable, free wifi.

Concrete parking, nice place.

Deering BanjoError: Reference source not found  – Gary, Merlene and I took the tour. Very interesting.

Dec 23 – 29
JamulError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Pio PicoError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, water & sewer at site. Internet is terrible (you can purchase internet). Site C134 which has better satellite.  Pretty much cannot use skype. We can get voicemails but hard to hold a call.

Hornblower Harbor CruiseError: Reference source not found : Our Anniversary (Dec 24, 20 years) celebration was a cruise on the San Diego Harbor. This was a champagne Brunch. The Champagne was very good (Wyle…I think) and the food was excellent. Very nice cruise ($140) and would do it again. We walked around Seaport Village and Merlene bought me a good hat for my head!

Christmas Day: Short visit (we woke up late) with David and family in the morning, then to Merlenes Moms for a visit, then off to Wendies for dinner with the boys and Lee.

Petco Park – San Diego, Merlene, I, Chipper, Clint, Stephanie took a tour of Petco ParkError: Reference source not found  ($8.00 seniors), the home of the San Diego PadresError: Reference source not found . This is an ok park. It has lots of fan options for ticket purchases and is pretty nice for the fans. The inside of the stadium is similar to Pittsburg in that a lot of steel and metal is showing. Overall it is an average park.

Dec 29 – Jan 1
Plaster CityError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Plaster City WestError: Reference source not found  -  $0, no electric, water or sewer…dry camping.

Elizabeth, Mathew, Larry, Chipper, and Natalie shared the RV with us out in the desert. Mathew & Elizabeth slept in a tent. We all had a good time! Mathew & Elizabeth made friends with some kids and got to ride in their buggies. It was a good time! We took the Suzuki on a poker run and made 4 of the 5 stops. We could not find the 4th stop as we had been pretty much left behind (except for Shane in his jeep) when we hit some real soft sand. Did not get stuck though!

We decked out the Suzuki with Christmas lights and participated in the Parade of lights. It was fun but we blew our connections a couple of times and ended up without any Christmas lights.

Good people, good fun, Mathew & Elizabeth are really good kids.

RV Gas Index

	Date
	State
	City
	$/gallon
	Gallons
	$$$$

	
	
	
	
	
	

	11/11/2011
	Arizona
	Yuma
	3.319
	55.3
	183.42

	11/4/2011
	New Mexico
	Lordsburg
	3.159
	25.312
	79.96

	11/01/2011
	Texas
	El Paso
	3.129
	40.252
	125.95

	10/29/2011
	Texas
	Andrews
	3.399
	57.33
	194.87

	10/28/2011
	Texas
	Terrell
	3.199
	43.819
	140.10

	10/22/2011
	Arizona
	Prescott
	3.299
	44.558
	147.00

	10/20/2011
	Arizona
	Gassville
	3.389
	45.732
	154.99

	10/11/2011
	Missouri
	Cuba
	3.079
	57.464
	176.69

	
	
	
	
	
	


Auto Gas Index

	Date
	State
	City
	$/gallon
	Gallons
	$$$$

	12/28/2011
	California
	Jamul
	3.499
	13.651
	47.76

	12/22/2011
	California
	Chula Vista
	3.399
	13.337
	45.33

	12/15/2011
	California
	Rancho San Diego
	3.499
	5.715
	20.00

	12/13/2011
	California
	El Cajon
	3.499
	5.715
	20.00

	11/29/2011
	California
	Ramona
	3.599
	12.294
	44.25

	11/21/2011
	California
	Perris
	3.699
	11.322
	41.88

	11/13/2011
	Califonia
	Perris
	3.759
	11.438
	43.00

	11/12/2011
	California
	Perris
	3.759
	11.648
	43.75

	11/05/11
	Arizona
	Maricopa
	3.299
	14.023
	46.26

	10/25/2011
	Texas
	Wills Point
	3.289
	12.154
	39.97

	10/10/2011
	Missouri
	Linn
	3.199
	12.243
	39.17


Chapter 2012

Jan 1 -5
El CajonError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

El Cajon Elks Lodge  1812, $15, 30 amp, water, dump available.

Error: Reference source not found 

Jan 5 –19
DescansoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

OakzanitaError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, water. A36 site no sewer. Great internet/cell. Good satellite.

Doctor appointment for Merlene. Mammogram & Sonogram on the breast. Has a solid mass in the left breast. Have to go back for biopsy.

Kept Faith for the weekend. Sweet girl. Had lots of fun with her.

Merlene off to Stephanie Green’s  baby shower.

Doctors appt - Jan 10 , Merlene had biopsy of the breast. Doctor White did the biopsy and said he was more concerned than not. Merlene told me he said 60/40. We should get further results by Thursday (hopefully).

Doctors Appt -  Jan 11. Merlene had to have another pap smear as the first was  not a good one. Saw Dr. Walters who did the pap smear.

Dr, Walters also informed us that Merlene had breast cancer.

Doctors Appt. Jan 12 Saw Dr. Yervanian who is the surgeon. His inspection was on the positive side but will not tknow much until he gets to the cancer spot. Surgery is scheduled for Feb 1. MRI is to be scheduled before.

MRI scheduled for Jan 26.

Jan 19 –26
El CajonError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

El Cajon Elks Lodge 1812Error: Reference source not found , 30 Amp, Water, dump station

Jan 20 – Davids birthday: tried to get with David for dinner but he worked late.

Had lunch with Wendi, Nikk, and Lexi at TGI FridaysError: Reference source not found . It was good, then returned to RV and hung out till 5:30 or so. It was a fun visit.

Stone BreweryError: Reference source not found  in EscondidoError: Reference source not found : had Meatless Monday dinner with Clark & Karen Lindsey. Good friends and good food (not that impressed with their beer).

Jan 26 –
DescansoError: Reference source not found******, CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

OakzanitaError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, water. A4 site no sewer. Great internet/cell. Good satellite.

Merlenes MRI today. Moved from Elks to Oakzanita.

Jan 30 – Got MRI results. There is something just below or underneath the tumor. This will be removed as well (just means cutting a very slight amount more of tissue for clear margins).

Feb 1 – Merlene into surgery. Doctor Yervanian is confident there is no need for Mastectomy based on the MRI results. We arrived at Sharp Outpatient at 7:00 am. Merlene is in surgery at 1:13pm, out at 2:24. I get to see her in recovery at about 2:40 (surprise). Doctor says she is doing so well we can head home, no need to stay the night as planned, Whoopie!!! Merlene is doing very well. The bummer was that we had to pick up pain medication from Walmart on our way home. When we get there, the prescription is not in! The doctors offices are closed, so had to be persistant with answering service, who sent page to doctor Yervanian who called in the prescription. Walmart was bombed with people for prescriptions. We sat in the Walmart parking lot for about 3 hours waiting for the prescription. Got home a little before 9:00 pm. Merlene is such a trooper!!!! She rocks!

Feb 2 – Merlene is feeling pretty good. We took a short leisurely walk. She had pain meds every 4 hours last night but has not taken to many today. She is really doing good, already using her arm some.

Feb 3 – Merlene is doing very well!!!!! Yeah!!!!!

Feb 10 –17
NuevoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Sue & Jerry Schulz houseError: Reference source not found  ($0), 15amp, water, sewer.

Pulled in the back 40 to visit with Sue, Jerry, and Jeana.

Merlene is doing very well. We have been eating good and have had some good walks and excersize.

Helping Sue & JerryError: Reference source not found  out with some maintenance stuff around the house.

Went to Morango Casino for buffet dinner. Donna,Terry, Suzanne, Liv, Uncle Gene and Elba, us, Jeana, Sue, and Jerry, all provided for free by Mom & Dad! Good time, pretty good food as well although we were pretty picky about what we ate.

It has been a good time visiting with the sisters, lots of fun.

Jeana is not feeling well.

Merlene seems to be catching whatever Jeana has, crap! Seemed to be getting better by the time we left Sues.

Feb 17 – 18
QuartziteError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

BLM LandError: Reference source not found  $0, no water, electric or sewer. Good place for an overnighter. This is just off FWY 10. We stayed here before and its just east of the paid location for BLM land.

Unreal how gas prices have dropped. $3.89 in California, $3.59 here.

Feb 18-20
WillcoxError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

Fort Willcox RV ParkError: Reference source not found  $20.34, 50 amp, water, sewer.

Gas here, in this little town, is $3.499.

We stayed here last year. This lady offers coffee and waffles in the mornings. This is the place we came to when we had a blow out on the Suzuki and did not realize it until we pulled into the campground.

We drove to Chiricahua National Monument. This is a National Park. We were limited as to how much we could see due to the elevation. Just under 7000ft seemed to be where we wanted to go but I did not want to take the chance of Merlene having a problem with the elevation. We did about a 2 or 3 mile hike, looked at the Faraway House and the remains of the CCC camp.

Drove through the town of Willcox. Very small town and everything was closed (Sunday afternoon). Do not know how this town survives.

While touring, we saw the Willcox ELKS LodgeError: Reference source not found  who has a camp ground with 20 spots that have water and electric (at least 30 amp) and the dump is at the lodge. According to the book its $10 per night. We will have to check it out on our way back through!!!

Feb 20-21
Las CrucesError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found***

WalmartError: Reference source not found  - $0 dry camp in parking lot.

Dan is getting sick (sore throat, cold).

Feb 21-22
Fort StocktonError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0 dry camping in parking lot.

Funny thing…we both thought that there was a Sonic and a Liquor store across the street from the Wal Mart, but there was not so we decided we had our Wal Marts mixed up. When we headed east out of the Wal Mart parking lot, we then saw the Sonic and the liquor store and the ‘old’ abandoned’ Wal Mart building…kind of funny.

We had eaten at the Sonic last year which was our first Sonic experience…it was absolutely terrible!!!!

Dan is sick.

Feb 22-24
LakehillsError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Medina Lake PreserveError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, full hookups (50 amp $3 extra).

Got 4 channels on TV antenna. Sat locked in at 97 sig strength.

Saw a little gas station on our way in, priced at $3.439.

This is near Pike Creek.

Got here about 3 central time. Dan in bed and asleep by 7:00. Merlene still hacking s bit.

Next morning, Dan still punk, but better.

Spettle house was on this property. Cool place. Built in the 1800’s.

Nice park however the lake is all but dry!

Feb 24-27
ColumbusError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Colorado RiverError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, full kookups (50 amp $3 extra)

Got ? channels on TV antenna. Sat locked in at 97 sig strength.

Gas @$3.459 on the way here.

This a nice park and there are many sites along the Colorado River which runs through the park. Its no a lot of water at this time and don’t know if it changes level during the year. The park has lots of pecan tress, some as old as 200 years.

Dan has been pretty damn sick the whole time here. Thought he was over it but that was so, so wrong.

On the 27th, Merlene noted that Judy Bailey was playing at Betty’s RV Park on the 28th. She made note to Facebook that we were bummed we were missing it. Betty wrothe back and said she had a spot if we could make it, however, it was today (27th) that Judy was playing. Merlene looked at me and asked, “can we make it?”. I began to pack up! We were on the road by 9:30.

Feb 27 –April 29
AbbevilleError: Reference source not found, LouisianaError: Reference source not found 

Betty’s RV ParkError: Reference source not found  – 50Amp, full hookups.

A few channels with Antenna…..Satellite good as well.

We are here with Judy Bailey doing her thing! Pot luck (covered dish) goodies and usual laughter.

Booked for December here!

Happy Hour every night…whoooHoooo!!!

Chef RoysError: Reference source not found  in RayneError: Reference source not found  for the best Onion rings.

Swamp Girls, Lisa and LizError: Reference source not found  (famous!!!) from the series Swamp people came by and visited us.  Bought us and Nikk shirts signed by them!!!

VictorsError: Reference source not found  in New IberiaError: Reference source not found  for cafeteria style lunch.

Big JohnsError: Reference source not found  in ErathError: Reference source not found  for shrimp and a hamburger.

Riverfront ResturantError: Reference source not found  for a nice Talapia and vegetables dinner with the whole gang.

To the Woodman, Gerald JudiceError: Reference source not found . A good time as usual, so interesting to see his cypress wood and how he works it!

Erath Museum CaféError: Reference source not found  – good Cajon music, good company.

JenneretteError: Reference source not found  Sugar MuseumError: Reference source not found : This was interesting and told the story of the billions of dollars Louisiana makes from sugar. The foundry that makes the big kettles for cooking sugar still exists and makes the kettles for overseas plants. The history is very interesting from the old days to current times.

JeneretteError: Reference source not found  Lejune bakeryError: Reference source not found : makes fresh French bread…..mmmmmmmm good.

New IberiaError: Reference source not found : Farmers marketError: Reference source not found  where we bought beets, carrots, turnups, Kale, cabbage and other goodies. This is just across from Victors, however they were closed when we arrived. There is also a Café Des AmeiError: Reference source not found  here….hmmmm, need to check it out.

Betty’s – Judy Bailey and Jim came by and hung out during happy hour. Had a great time and I actually got to jam with Judy, Cal, Mike, and Tesa. Cal is the piano player, Mike is a guitar player, and Tesa, Mikes wife, is a fiddle player. Great fun, great people.

Another Jam session with Cal, Mike & Tesa….good fun!

Warren Perry’s family home: Betty’s RV group was invited to join a group of culinary people who were visiting Abbeville to learn of the Cajon cooking. We all took a “covered dish”. The folks at Warren Perry’s house cooked up Alligator tail, crawfish, corn, potatoes. There was a ton of delicious and various foods to eat! The highlight of the visit was going out in the boat to collect the crawfish from the crawfish traps. This was the real deal! They were working and we just got to ride along! Interesting fact: there were two turtles that had been caught in the traps that were roaming the boat. When asked why they were in the boat, we were told they did not throw them back in the water because turtles eat the tails of the crawfish. The boat is very interesting: it has a 20 horse power engine. It is geared down to drive the “claw” in the back of the boat. The boat has two front tires on the front sides of the boat. Some boats have front wheel drive (this did not). Even with 7-10 people on the boat, the motor entered and exited water from and to dry land effortlessly. It was very cool to experience the cruise around the flooded rice field, picking up and dumping crawfish traps!!!!

Smileys Bar in Erath was another place for music, dancing, and inexpensive drinks. For $5 cover charge (each) we saw and listened to Donni Brousard who is very good.

Culpeppers has Tuesday night FREE burgers (which are not bad!), $2.50 beers and Judy Bailey and the band on a Tuesday no less! They did not have wine in house so Sara grabbed a box of wine from the truck and brought it in for everyone! No charge to the bar, and no charge to the wine drinkers!!!! All of Betty’s RV’rs went. Music, dancing, food and a little beer with good friends, just don’t get much better than that. 

Touchets Bar on a Friday night! Judy Bailey, Dave, Joe, Christi played for 2 hours on a Friday night. Most of Betty’s RV was there! Good music and fun!

Freds Lounge in Mamou was absolutely worth the getting up early for the hour and a half drive! Great music that is recorded from 9:00 to 11:00. Went to the Cajon historical hall, it was great.

Swamp Tour: we have been here 3 times and finally did the Champagne’s Cajun swamp tour. This was a great tour on Lake Martin. Saw lots of gators and even held a baby gator and mommy gator was not very happy (gators have around 50 eggs in a birth). The tour was worth the $20 cost.

Baton RougeError: Reference source not found  is where the Capitol of Louisiana resides, and that’s where we went! Interesting Capitol building. Its not as big as many we have seen and not as decorated, but well done. It does have the claim as the tallest Capitol building and we went to the top to see a great 360 degree view of Louisiana. We also went to see the old Capitol building but it was closed as it was a Monday. We ate lunch at Lloyds Po Boys which is a locals restaurant and had good shrimp and catfish po-boys.

Converter & Inverter blew on the RV.on Friday the 6th Had to get battery tender to maintain batteries until converter arrived. Installed new converter on the 10th. No new inverter yet, still researching.

Drove to New Orleans with Paul & Peggy on a Friday. Had breakfast at the Cake Café. We had a wonderful spinach Omlett, Paul had a Ruben, and Peggy had a BLT. All claimed absolutely deleiciousness!

Saturday Merlen and I joined Judy, Jim and Dave at a care center in Eunice where we played music for the folks their. It was good to interact with them.

Went to the Hot Sauce festival in New Iberia on a Sunday morning with Rick and Barb. There was a Jumbalya Cookoff there as well. A band was there and not many vendors or people. Food was ok, music was good. Also drove to the Tobasco factory so Rick and Barb could pick up some hot sauce. We ended up buying a salsa bowl. Drove to Smiley and listened to Donnie Brosard (again). Good Sunday.

Monday went to care center and played with Judy Bailey again! WOW! I am really living the dream!!!!

 Merlene, MaryBeth,Cookie and Betty drove 85 miles to Pierre Part to Adams Cypress Swamp Driftwood Museum. This was a girls outing but sounds like us guys would have had a good time looking at the artwork Adam Morales creates out of driftwood. This was a very unique museum.

The girls had lunch at Rita Mae’s in Morgan City (near Mr. Charlie). They thought the food was great. Merlene brought me a big piece of Pecan pie that was delicious.

Apr 29 – May 2
KatyError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  $15.00, Electric & Water. 4 sites here but configured strangely. While there was 30 and 50 amp, we had to park in front of another rig and our 50amp cord would not reach. We borrowed a 30 amp extension cord. The lodge is not open much and it was difficult to pay.

On our way here the Jacks buzzer kept alarming. Jacks are not down so there is a problem somewhere else. I disconnected the buzzer fuse but you can still hear a slight buzz. Will have to find the problem on this…..will try more fluid first.

Apr 30  we drove into Houston (30 miles east of Katy) to Minute Maid ParkError: Reference source not found , home of the Houston AstrosError: Reference source not found . This was a great park. After our 10:00 tour we were very hungry so we had lunch at The Home Plate Bar and GrillError: Reference source not found . Had a Ziegen Bock draft beer (2 for me, 1 for Merlene). We split a burger, salad and soup. It was ok……after we finished I was still hungry so I ordered a beef hot dog…..IT WAS VERY GOOD!

May 1 – we were getting ready to head toward Austin today, then discovered we had not renewed our auto insurance! It had expired March 24th. After some frantic calls we got re-instated by GMAC although it costs us and…..we cannot use the vehicles until tomorrow (May 2). So we stay an extra day here at the Elks.

We are already unhappy with where we are at…..need to get to a fun place!!!!

May 2-May 3
AustinError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Lone Star RV ResortError: Reference source not found , PPA, $22.00/night, 50amp, Water, sewer at site, free cable TV, free wi-fi, pool, spa, exercise room. Nice Park, nice people and normally should have reservations as they fill up. We got a spot but they could only promise the one night (that was okay with us).

We drove into the city to see the capitol. Two years ago we tried this but there had been a shooting (no one hurt) and the capitol was locked down. Before the tour we were looking around and mentioned we had tried this before to one of the folks that works in the capitol and they said they remembered that incident as they had left for lunch and could not get back in because the place was in lockdown. This is a very nice capitolError: Reference source not found  and its huge with all its extensions. The original was built in 1835. We took the tour but the best was after the tour as we were able to walk around ourselves. We pretty much got lost down in the basement. The place is huge with extensions all over and every direction.

We spent about 2 hours checking the capitol out, then headed to a place called Maggie Mae’sError: Reference source not found  for some food and brew. Problem was, Maggie Mae’s did not have food! But the bar keep was anxious to tell us to go to B.D. Rileys ClubError: Reference source not found  down the street. He suggested we order the Sheppards Pie…..not just a burger or chicken. I got the Pie, Merlene got Baja Cod. It was okay but nothing to rave about. The beer was a Pecan based beer which was local and very good. My beer was a local brew called Independence Pale which was fairly good as well.

We also ventured into “Wild about MusicError: Reference source not found ”. This place had all kinds of goodies related to music, even some guitars, guitar shaped toilet seats, etc.. It was pretty interesting and very pricey!

May 3-7
TaylorError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Taylor Park/Granger LakeError: Reference source not found , COE, $18/night, 30 amp and water at site, dump on grounds. This is a nice park and has spots near the lake. Internet is sketchy although we have several bars. TV antenna signal is also weak (did not try satellite).

We are doing a show in Taylor this Saturday so thought we should get here on Thursday to beat the weekend rush. It was a good idea!

It is getting hot and muggy here (note to self, stay out of Texas in May).

Drove into Taylor to check the town out and see where we are selling. The town is bigger than I thought and includes a WalMart, Tractor Supply (no music shop). The town has some great old buildings dated from the 1835’s. We stopped in the local Pawn Shop, which seemed very busy, just to see why everyone was stopping here. It was an okay store but everything seemed high priced to me.

Thought about dropping the kayaks in but it is kind of breezy so decided not to.

The park filled up on Friday. We did our show on Saturday. Did not think we were going to make entry fee ($60.00) but we ended up with about $32 profit. A lot of work for a long hot day. It was a boring show. Normally we have some fun but not so much this time. Texans do not seem so friendly.

Windy, windy, windy…tired of the wind which is blowing fairly good this day (Sunday).

May 7 – 10
BastropError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Colorado River RV ResortError: Reference source not found  (PPA) $17.50/nite 50 amp (15.00 for 30 amp), water, sewer at site. This was a funky place that needed attention. Most were full time live in folks. The owners were obviously not used to pass throughs as we had to run them down to pay them for an extra night!

Drove into the town of Bastrop and looked around. Ok town but not much going on in the old town side. Its actually a fairly good size town with Walmart etc.

Droved to LockhartError: Reference source not found  and met cousin Mark for dinner at Kreuz MarketError: Reference source not found . Good BBQ which supposedly is related to Smitty’s (nearby). It was good but I did not think it was as good as Smitty’s. 

May 10- 13
Welch ParkError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Welch ParkError: Reference source not found  $0, 30 amp, water at site, no dump.

We are here doing the Great Texas Sausage Festival. We paid $100 to get into this show so might want to call that the cost of the RV space. We did not do well at this show ($184), but we were parked by the water (this is Somerville Lake, a dam) did get good music, watched lawn mower races, missed the weenie dog races (but did get a picture of the winner), and did not get rained on (weather called for rain).

May 13-16
LakehillsError: Reference source not found  (Pipe CreekError: Reference source not found ), TexasError: Reference source not found
Madina LakeError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp (50amp $3.00 extra/day), water/sewer at site. Internet/cell good. TV antenna got 3 channels. Could not get a lock on Sattelite.

Drove to San AntonioError: Reference source not found  to SAS (San Antonio Shoe). This was a great place. While shoes were expensive it is a great old time setting with old cars and memrobilla everywhere. We also took the tour of the factory which was very interesting. Workers are paid piece work, work 5 days a week, have 2 weeks in December and June off (total of 4 weeks off). Workers get 3 pair of shoes per year free.

Drove into BanderaError: Reference source not found . This is a very little, appears to be struggling town. Seem to be 2 or 3 bars, couple of restaurants and some gift shops. There are several real estate offices. We walked the town but nothing here really caught our fancy.

On Tuesday, May 15th, later in the afternoon, we recived an email from grandson Erik that grandson Sean had been in an accident where he worked (Sea World) and he was in bad shape. We will be making tracks beginning Wednesday morning.

May 18 –  June 1
DescansoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found .

Oakzanita SpringsError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, water and sewer at site. Great internet and Satellight

Arrived in the early afternoon and headed off to the hospital to see Sean. As we were driving, got a call from Lee who said he was taking Sean home!

Sean is a mess. But he will get better. We will be helping out running him around, staying at his house while Wendi works doing medicines etc. This night we went to the pharmacy to get his prescriptions, including pain pills. Took about three hours to get his stuff. Lee stayed at the house with Sean. I think we had the easier job as Sean was being quite the asshole. Even punched Erik (Erik has been very helpful, i.e.: grocery shopping, room cleaning, etc).

John arrived during this time so we kind of backed off a bit.

June 1 – 8
JulianError: Reference source not found, CaliforniaError: Reference source not found .

K.Q. RanchError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $10, 50 amp, water/sewer at site. Good internet, Good Satellite.

Gary has found out he has prostate cancer.

Merlenes mom is having issues, overdose on drugs, and failing we think. She is very weak.

Still helping out with Sean as needed, which is not to much.

June 8 – 29
Descanso, California

Oakzanita Springs (TT) $0, 30amp

June 10 – at about 1:25 on this morning, Merlenes mom passedError: Reference source not found . After a time of being uncomfortable with life, Evelyn Andrews reached the peacefulness she so deserved. You will rest in peace now Mom. God will once again be tickled by your quick wit, quirky ways, and devilish grin. You will never be forgotten. Love always, your family. 

June 15 – We ate off the “Green TruckError: Reference source not found ” today. Merlene wanted to go into San Diego just eat off this truck (all healthy food). Of course I poopooed driving into town just to eat. Today we had business down in the city and what was there but the “Green Truck”. Merlene did not seem to interested in eating off the truck, I said, “oh yes we are!”, and we did. We had a Mother Trucker cheese burger (grass fed beef), and a veggie burger. Both were excellent.

We also did the consultation about radiation for Merlene. This is a bummer.

June 18 – took the Red Cross ‘Shelter Operations’Error: Reference source not found  class (a 3 hour class). Guess we are ready to help out in a shelter (12 hour shifts). Could get a call anytime!  Yikes!!!!!

June 21 – Had fun dinner at BJ’sError: Reference source not found  with Shawn and Sherri Perkins. Veggie deep dish Pizza was pretty good!

 June 29 –
JamulError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Pio PicoError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0. Site A9 50amp, sewer and water at site. Internet and phone is terrible. Bought internet for a month $35. It seems to be ok but is sketchy but it may be our flaky computer.

July 30 – sold at Pio Pico.

July 1 – To Santee Lakes for Faiths birthday partyError: Reference source not found .

Decided to sell the St. George propertyError: Reference source not found , so, to work we go cleaning the place up!

Elizabeths birthdayError: Reference source not found  July 16th. No party on the birthday.

July 18 – August 9
DescansoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found .

OakzanitaError: Reference source not found , TT ($0). 30 Amp (weak), good Satellite, Good TV, Good Cell, Good Air Card.

Elizabeths 13th bdayError: Reference source not found . Went to her bday party on Saturday.

Still working the St. George house cleaning project.

Hired Mathew to help clean up St. George.

Steve Irey in hospitalError: Reference source not found  for colon cancer operation on the 6th.

Mathews 16thError: Reference source not found  Birthday on the 8th. A party is planned in a couple of weeks.

Got news that Gary’s PSA testError: Reference source not found  came back very low, yeah!!!!! He sounds great!!!!

Steve Irey out of hospital on the 9th and seems to be doing well.

August 9 – 11
TemeculaError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Wilderness LakesError: Reference source not found  TT ($0). 30 amp (good), good satellite, good TV, good cell, good air card.

Had lunch with Gary & GlynnisError: Reference source not found . Gary seemed very good, very positive, very talkative.

Met with my Mom, Dad, Crys, at Sue and Jerry’sError: Reference source not found . It was a nice visit. Got there just after 3:00 and left about 5:30.

August 11 –  16
Las VegasError: Reference source not found , NevadaError: Reference source not found 

Las Vegas TT ($0). Paid 3.18/day for 50 amp which we took (110 when we pulled in). TV good, Satellite good(still get San Diego channels). Cell and Air Card good. Could not connect to the parks WIFI on old pc, very weak connection on Toshiba.

We are here for the trade show.

Aug 14 – today our water faucet on the sink broke. It was pretty funny. Merlene had pulled it out to wash dished and it broke off at the threads and the water went in an arc to the ceiling and splashing down on everything. No worries! This was happening whilst I was working on our jammed up Ice maker!!!!

We went to Home Depot and Lowes. The replacement is about $40! We are now looking at replacing the whole sink spigot since Merlene would like to ditch the chrome version anyway. This is the second sprayer nozzle we have replaced within a year. 

Did not make a decision yet, went to:

Ethel M. ChocolatesError: Reference source not found  in HendersonError: Reference source not found . There was not a lot of activity as far as workers go but it is a self guided tour which we took. At the end of the tour they give you a taste of dark, white or milk chocolate and some peanut brittle. I took dark, Merlene took Milk chocolate and we each took a piece of peanut brittle. All were very good. They also have a botanical cactus garden which we walked around. It was about 103 degrees out so it was not an extended tour of the outside cactus garden.

Flamingo HotelError: Reference source not found  – drove to the hotel to view the flamingos. Very nice with good water features, fake and real flamingos.

Had to replace the kitchen faucet today. Bought a new one in hopes it will last longer than the last spray nozzle we replaced.

Headed back to California and stopped in Baker at the Alien Fresh Jerky storeError: Reference source not found . Intersting place and good jerky. Also saw the tallest thermometer in USA.Error: Reference source not found 

Aug 17 – Sept 13
DescansoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Oakzanita TTError: Reference source not found  ($0)

The Ibanez guitarError: Reference source not found  sold!

Wendi is moving Sept 1Error: Reference source not found !!!!!

Health Net paid over half the billError: Reference source not found  for thermography!!!!

Went to Mathews 16th birthday pool party.

Drove to WynolaError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  (south of JulianError: Reference source not found ) on a Sunday and did some wine/beer tastingError: Reference source not found , had Pizza for lunch, meandered through some of the shops (antique, etc), listened to music from Vic MoragaError: Reference source not found , bought a case of Julian Cider, some Orfila wines to take on our jouney, then to Larry and Chippers to celebrate Opal Greens (Larry’s Mom) 93 birthdayError: Reference source not found . It was a relaxing day.

Sept 8 – Bette, our real estate person for the St.George house gave us 2 $74.00 tickets to the Padre game at Petco ParkError: Reference source not found ! We worked on the house (yep, still doing the clean up) then headed to BJ’s pizzaError: Reference source not found  for a delicious Mini Portebello Mushroom PizzaError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found , Mini vegetarian pizza, and beer before the game. Took the trolley to the 7:00 game. We arrived a bit early and there just happened to be a Beer FestError: Reference source not found  going on with lots of different vendors selling there beers for $5.00 a glass (that’s a good deal here!). We did participate in that activity for a couple of beers. The seats were behind the catcher, section G row 14, seats 1 & 2. These were awesome seats. You can really see the ball and where it is going. These tickets also allowed us to go into the “Priemer ClubError: Reference source not found ”. There you can have a buffet for $35.00/person, sit at the bar or inside the glass wall for better viewing, or outside on the balcony. Pretty Cool, but we had already eaten, and were enjoying our actual seats better. We did sit at a table for a few minutes, did buy beer in the lounge. At our actual seats there is a sever that walks up and down the isles to see if you want something. Bette, our Real Estate connection said we had to try the Randy Jones BBQ hot dog…..so I did. It’s a big hot dog whuch we smothered with mustard, onions, and halipinios. It was pretty darn good! It was a fun night with perfect weather and the topper was, The Padres won 6-5!!!!

Sept 9 – Faith & Elizabeth’s soccer games. They were fun. We also learned Gpa Steve had another pollop removed and will begin Chemo soon. Merlene thinks that perhaps our calling is to house Mathew and Elizabeth during Steve and Becky’s ordeal as it sounds like Steves treatment will be very aggressive. Talked to Steve & Becky, David and Kara about this. We are now in the wait and see mode.

Sept 13 –Oct 1
JamulError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Pio Pico  TTError: Reference source not found  $0

Actually have decent internet (with booster & antenna). Have been able to make some phone calls! We are in E 29 in the back.

Sept 19 went to the Olympic Training CenterError: Reference source not found****** in Chula VistaError: Reference source not found . Very cool place with lots of grounds for athletes to train on. We actually saw some USA Olympians doing some training. This was a self guided tour that was a mile walk to the end of the tour and a mile back…a 2 mile walk for us!

Oct 1 – 5
MenifeeError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Wilderness Lakes (TT)Error: Reference source not found  $0, good internet/phone, sat, 30 amp only.

Oct 1 towed the trailer to SuesError: Reference source not found .behind the RV. No problems! Took Sue & Jerry out for dinnerError: Reference source not found***. Was nice to be with them, they are fun.

Oct 2 met with Mom & Dad, Sue & JerryError: Reference source not found . Mom & Dad bought us lunch at Mimi’s café. Talked at Mom & Dads for a while. It was good. The folks look good.

When we arrived home we had no electricError: Reference source not found . The problem was the power cord reel. To replace is $600. Could not find brushes for it but do not like that setup anyway.

Oct 3 worked on the electric problem changed the cord to direct instead of brush block setup. This took me all day but cost about $60.

Oct 4 extended our stay by a day, drove to Corona to the Fender factoryError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . Very cool. Lots of guitars and amps. Tried out the Blues Jr….sounds good. Little sis DonnaError: Reference source not found  went on the tour with us, then we met with Terry for lunch at TGI FridaysError: Reference source not found . Good visit with them and they paid for lunch!!!!!

Terry then gave us an excellent, cool tour of EibachError: Reference source not found , the company he works for. They make suspension, and valve springs, and shock absorbers. Very cool company with lots of equipment. Terry even has is name on a furnace he built for the company. Great Tour!!!!!

Oct 5 – 7
Palm SpringsError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Palm Springs (TTError: Reference source not found ) $0, 50 amp, good sat and internet signals.

Lots of maintenance done on the RV such as change the electrical chord around and finishing up the cord reel, and lube the RV. Rear end was almost a quart low!

Oct 7 -10
Sun CityError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

Paradise RV ResortError: Reference source not found , (RPI) $20/night, 50 AMP, water & Sewer at site.

This is an Oncore site we could take advantage of as a result of our TT upgrade. This a mobile home park with lots of amenities and activities (although not much is happening until mid month or so). We had a run in with the security guardError: Reference source not found . He guided us to our spot and then told me how we were going to park the RV. I could see after the second attempt he had no idea what he was doing so I then pulled out, straightened up and followed Merlenes directions. The Security Guard then yelled for me to stop! Then said I was going to have to either follow his direction or listen to her but not both. I said “I will follow her direction”. He then made some other comment which made me put the brakes on, put er in park and stepped out of the RV. I got into his face and told him I would be following her directions and that he was welcome to stand and watch to insure no damage was made to the property but otherwise needed to shut up. Merlene got me in the spot and it was a tight spot. Turned out we had to move because it was a lease site….oh well, were laughing about it now!

Went to the gym to do our walk. Poor little Merlene looked up at the TV while on the tread mill and fell, Banged up her kneeError: Reference source not found , elbow and pride. I think she is ok though…poor thing.

Drove to Phoenix today to see the capitol. We forgot today was Columbus Day so the government is closed. Went to Stuffington Bear Factory and took a factory tour. It was interesting and the bears were very cute.

Drove to Phoenix again, this time the capitolError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  was open and we took the tour. This capitol is different than most others. It is now a museum. It is built in 1898 - 1901 for a cost of $136000. This is a small price compared to other capitols we have visited. This capitol is not near as ornate as others we have visited (thus the lower price?), but done very well. There is good history in this capitol to see.

Oct 10 -12
St. DavidError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

St. David RV ResortError: Reference source not found , (RPI) $10.71/night, 30 amp, sewer and water at site. Good internet/cell, good satellite.

This is a nice park. Our main reason for staying here was to visit BisbeeError: Reference source not found . There were closer parks, but this was closer to the departure trail saving gas in the RV.

After pulling in and finding our site, a siren started. When we asked about it we were told that it was the “every Wednesday siren alert test”. There is a UraniumError: Reference source not found  rich mine nearby!

Drove to Bisbee,  (past Tombstone) to see the town we have talked about seeing for years but just never made it for one reason or another. The old town of Bisbee is interesting. While it accommodates tourist, the town seems to be real with real people. The buildings in the town are definitely historic. You can get the feel of the old west in it hayday of copper mining. We drove to the outskirts where there is the remains of the Copper Queen mine which started around 1918 and closed in 1975. What a hole the mine is. Its huge! We also got some shots of nice motorcycle shop and old cars and gas pumps. Very interesting. In old Bisbee we bought a pizza at Bella Roma PizzaError: Reference source not found , took it to the Bisbee BreweryError: Reference source not found , and ate. The Pizza was very healthy and the beer at the Brewery  was very good. We then walked the town. Also came across the Bisbee Olive Oil storeError: Reference source not found  where we tasted and bought some great Olive oil and Balsamic vinegars. Good time!

Oct 12-13
Las CrucesError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found 

Walmart $0

Oct 13-15
RoswellError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found 

Elks lodgeError: Reference source not found  $12.00/night, 50 & 30 amp, local TV, good sat, internet is full bars but roaming.

On our way from Las CrucesError: Reference source not found  to Roswell we stopped at White SandsError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found . While dunes are not new to us, the gypsum sand is different than others. The sand was very white but maybe not as white as the sand on the beaches of Mississippi. We drove the loop, stopped and walked a bit. It was interesting. We then drove (after realizing we had to watch elevation) up through Carrizon, New Mexico. This is where the Smokey Bear MemorialError: Reference source not found  is. We took the tour, saw the grave site and learned some history.

Oct. 14 we drove to the Roswell Visitors Center. There we watched on the internet, Felix ? jumpError: Reference source not found  from 24 miles above earth (near space) from his balloon craft, break the speed barrier and parachute down to Roswell. We are part o history!

On this same day we went to the International UFO MuseumError: Reference source not found  which hosts all kinds of information on UFO sittings and history. It was interesting. We also went to the Alien Zone which is a place that has inexpensive tee shirts and some great settings for photos with the Aliens!

Had a good vegetarian Pizza at Red Brick PizzaError: Reference source not found . It was good! Stopped at the music store which had aliens plaing instruments in the picture windows of the store (store was closed). It was pretty cute!

Drove around town and saw some great  sculptures of Pat GarretError: Reference source not found  (the famous sheriff who killed Billy the KidError: Reference source not found ) and ChisolmError: Reference source not found  who was a famous cattle rancher.

Oct 15- 17
LubbockError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Elks Lodge 1348Error: Reference source not found   $15.00/night, 50 & 30 amp, water, and sewer at site. Good internet, satellite.

This lodge has about 10 spaces that are nicely done. You do not need to go into the lodge as they have envelopes and a drop box in the camp area.

Our 50 amp had an issue so we plugged into the 30 amp and that was good enough for our needs.

10 minutes away from the lodge is the Buddy Holly CenterError: Reference source not found  which tells the life of the famed Buddy Holly. The center is on “Cricket” street which was the name of the band. This was $3.00/person ($5.00 under 60) and was worth every penny. Across the street was the West Texas Hall of Fame which featured a statue of Buddy Holly but had plaques for all the inductees to the Walk of Fame. Interestingly enough, Waylon Jennings, initially a radio announcer, was the inspiration to the Walk of Fame. He had played with Buddy Holly for a number of years.

We ate lunch at the Tripple JError: Reference source not found  on Buddy Holly street (good food and reasonably priced).

We then drove to the Silent Wings MuseumError: Reference source not found , which was include in the price of the Buddy Holly Center (yep, $3). This was an amazing place in that we did not know that gliders were built and used in WWII! The played a strategical part in the effort. This was a very good museum with narration film, planes and history.

Oct 17-19
ClydeError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Paul & Peggy Snively homeError: Reference source not found 

We visited Paul & Peggy at their home. They have a very nice home on 80 acres of farm land. They had just sold the last of their hay which by their thinking meant they were “out of the hay business”. They are very excited because they are getting ready to go full time. They are looking at a 42 foot Damon!

We had a good time with them. We drove toDublinError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  and walked the town, took a tour of the old Dr. Pepper factoryError: Reference source not found . This factory can no longer make and distribute Dr, Pepper but this is where it began and there is lots of history and memorabilia here. The factory is making their own soda (Tripple xxx is one of them) and they are very good (I tried them and it sent me in a tail spin as it was my first drink of soda in about 10 months). We ate lunch at Granny ClarksError: Reference source not found  in Dublin. They really did not have any healthy stuff but there was not much else around so I went all out and had the all you can eat buffet which was pretty darn good (until later). Merlene was good and had a salad. We then went to Veldhuizen Cheese farm in DublinError: Reference source not found . This is all home made cheese and very good. We did buy an assortment of cheeses.

We then drove to GranburyError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  which is a very cool town spruced up for tourists. This is a great town, very pretty. They had a wine tasting event which we participated in but did not purchase any bottles of wine.

On the morning we planned to depart (the 19th), Paul ended up making us a grab bar for the RV (it had broken a few weeks ago) out of some round metal stock. He was insistent that he make the bar…so he did! It came out very nice.

Oct 19 – 23
WhitneyError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Whitney LakesError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, ok cell/internet using the antenna and booster. TV antenna had 54 channels.

This is a nice campground. Did our laundry.

Drove to Fort WorthError: Reference source not found  and toured the StockyardsError: Reference source not found . You can really see the history here and the cool looking place which began in 1890 and ran until the 1960’s. You can picture the history of the west here. It has been changed to accommodate tourists but it is still a good place to check out. We had a Buffalo burger at the ‘Trailboss’. It was pretty good. We saw it all including Billy Bobs.

Drive to WacoError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  which is about 40 miles from here. Did the Dr. Pepper MuseumError: Reference source not found . This was the original plant from 1895 to 1921. This is a great plant although we thought the tour was lacking, interesting, but lacking.

Had lunch along the Braso RiverError: Reference source not found . This is a very nicely done walkway and on a nice river. Very tempted to drop the kayaks in.

Stopped in the little town of WhitneyError: Reference source not found  and walked the old town stores. Very small old town.

Oct 23-25
BrenhamError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Elks 979Error: Reference source not found  ($) 30amps at site (only one site), water available. Good internet and TV antenna signal.

Very nice drive from Whitney to here. The landscape was a bit greener and in one area it even reminded us of the rolling hills of Pennsylvania.

Brenham is a very cute old town with lots of antique stores which we checked out after our arrival.

Blue Bell CreameryError: Reference source not found  was a good tour of the plant where most of the Blue Bell Ice Cream products are made. This company started in 1907 making butter, then 2 gallons of ice cream per day. They are huge now and have delicious ice cream. The tour was $3 which included a healthy couple of scoops of ice cream in a cup. Very interesting. This has to be a fun place to work as you can have all the ice cream you want when you want it!

Then went to Ellisons GreenhouseError: Reference source not found** where they have beautiful plants like poinsettas and other types. They also have tomato plants that were taller than me! You can pick your own tomatoes but we opted for the split tomatoes.

Also hit The Music ShopError: Reference source not found . This was a great little store right on the main street of old downtown. Right across the street is an old firehouse museumError: Reference source not found  which used to be the firehouse.

Scott, at The Music Shop turned us onto Zither Music CompanyError: Reference source not found . Tony, the owner, hand crafts these little upside down, electric guitar like Dulcimers. These are really cool and anybody can play them! Tony gets the wood and makes these all by hand and they sound really cool. Merlene is even considering one! That would be so cool!!!!

This is a great little town. All the paces we went were right near the Elks lodge and it’s a nice looking town with great looking old houses and buildings. Merlene felt she could live in a town like this.

Oct 25-Nov 1
WillisError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Lake ConroeError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0 50/30 amp $3/day for 50 (which we opted for), good internet with antenna and booster, lots of TV channels with TV antenna.

Drove to LivingstonError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  to get our mail and some Escappee info. It was a very nice drive over and took a different route home. This area of Texas is very pretty. Not sure how it is in the summer, but it is beautiful at this time of year.

The insurance on the house has been cancelled as no one is living in the house, we are also having to have an engineer get a waiver for the septic as it is not 5 feet clearance from the house.

Today, October 30, we took the boats out into water at Lake Conroe. It has been a long hot summer and here it is, Oct 30 and in shorts, we are finally able to enjoy the water in the boats. Saw a beautiful bald eagle in a tree by the water side. Had a nice chat with a waterfront homeowner on our way out into the lake. Just too cool! A beautiful day, ever so slight breeze if any, perfect temperature. Hoping for the same tomorrow.

Another day on the water. Beautiful day!!!!

Nov1 – April 1
AbbevilleError: Reference source not found , LouisianaError: Reference source not found 

Bettys RV ParkError: Reference source not found   $11.33/night, 50 AMP, water and sewer at site, free wifi.

The second night we were here, Judy Bailey and friendsError: Reference source not found  (Dave Boudwane, Gerald, etc) came to the park and played.

The next night (sat) we are off to the craft show of the Omelet FestivalError: Reference source not found , then to ErathError: Reference source not found** which was filmed in part by PBS.

In the first weekend of November, Abbeville has the Omelet Festival. They have this huge skillet with huge wooden utensils, 5028 eggs, milk, butter, onions, crawfish, tobasco sauce, and the chefs, with mile high hats and chef outfits,  make an omelet (more like scrambled eggs), cooked over a wood fire. They then dish out the egg with a slice of French bread to everybody watching and to the vendors and anybody else that does not have a plate. Abbeville is a sister city to France, (Canada, and Australia also have cities that perform this same tradition) who initiated this tradition in France when Napoleon was traveling through the south of France. We had a very good time!!!!

We bought some nice bowls, tee shirt, and a Santa Clause wood plaque at the Omelet Festival craft show.

TouchetsError: Reference source not found  is a staple. Made it there several times.

We went to Lafayette and ate at Saint St. InnError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . This is a healthy food place and was very good, and reasonably priced!

Nov 8: we submitted request for septic system replacement at St. George.

Nov 13 – Mom went into hospital at about 11:00 p.m. (pacific time)last night. She passed at 7:30 p.m. today. RIP MomError: Reference source not found .

Nov 15: JammedError: Reference source not found  with Judy, Dave, Cybil, George, & Joe at the Southwind Nursing home in Crowley.

Nov 19 – Moms memoriaError: Reference source not found****l was held at Donna’s today. I was not there but called in an talked to Jeana. It sounded like it went well. I bought a Blues Jr ampError: Reference source not found  off ebay today for $320.

Went to LafayetteError: Reference source not found  with George and CeceError: Reference source not found  to Verizon, Home Depot, Goodwill, and C&M musicError: Reference source not found . We ate lunch at ZuesError: Reference source not found  Greek food. It was pretty good. Had a good time with George & Cece.

Nov 24: Went to TouchetsError: Reference source not found  (pronounced “2Checks”) this afternoon. I played Rhythm guitarError: Reference source not found  with the band! Had the Strat and the Blues Jr. amp but did not get to use the amp. Had a fun time as usual!

Dec 1 – got to play some lead and rhythm at ErathError: Reference source not found  today. Dave BodwaineError: Reference source not found  had me plug into his amp…This was an honor in my opinion. Leads went okay but not the best. Maybe not to bad for first time Cajon music!

Dec 6 – This evening was the Christmas StrollError: Reference source not found . In Abbeville, the businesses open up and provide little morsels of food and beverage to sample. The little town is all lit up and in the Christmas spirit. Betty’s RV was invited to The Ducote-Williams HouseError: Reference source not found  for food and drink. This is a charming bed and breakfast owned and operated by Dianna Ducote. She had a full out potluck of food for us that was delicious! We were allowed to stroll the 3 or 4 bedroom house. As I said before, it was charming. There were no patrons at the moment but all the family and employees were there for a get together amongst themselves (once we left).

From there we drove to the Gulf Coast Bank parking area in town and began our stroll. The bank offered up some delicious gumbo. Betty had a long time friend (Lorraine, I think) who took us in the side door of the bank to show off the Christmas theme dioramas, which had to be eatable, each bank had entered in a contest they were having. Very cool!

From there we strolled the city that provided great music and offered food and drink. Good fun!

Dec 7  - The St. George House closed escrowError: Reference source not found !!!!!

To 2checks on Saturday….did not stay long as we had to go to the Boat Parade!

Dec 8 – Drove to Delcambre for the Boat Parade on the Vermilion RiverError: Reference source not found  (?). There was not that many boats decorated with lights but it was still fun. The fireworks display was the best we had ever seen anywhere!

Dec 11 – Drove to Rip Van WinkleError: Reference source not found  attraction in New IberiaError: Reference source not found . This is a beautiful property that was bought by Joseph Jefferson who was the actor of Rip Van Winkle. Joseph Jefferson was a very wealthy ($30,000/month) person especially for his time (1800’s).We toured his home and the gardens. Much of the gardens were implemented by the buyers of the property (John Bayless) actually enhanced the garden areas. In 1980 there was a great sink hole that occurred and forever changed the property including destruction of the house built by John Bayless on the edge of the lake. The disaster left 65 acres under water.

Dec 12 – Drove to the edge of LafayetteError: Reference source not found  to the Acadia LightsError: Reference source not found . This is a beautiful display of lights in the Acadian Village. The village is open to the public and normally has people dressed in timely outfits performing the chores of the original Acadians. Tonight the display is all about Christmas. The lights are done very well to display Santa, Reindeer and other Christmas displays. It was cold, but worth the walk around the village. Merlene got some great night pictures.

Dec 13 – JammedError: Reference source not found  with Judy, Bob and Gerald at the Nursing home in CrawleyError: Reference source not found . Good experience for me.

Dec 15 – Went to Pop A TopError: Reference source not found  for the Saturday Jam session. It was similar to Erath and 2 Checks but much more roomy. I took a poll from all that went and everyone preferred Pop A Top to my surprise. I got to go and play some rhythm guitar to the cajun stuff. Felt kind of guilty not going to Erath, but needed to check the new place out.

Dec 16 – Went to 3 different Nursing homes and sang Christmas songsError: Reference source not found  with the RV group for all the residents. Priscilla was great with the folks getting them involved. Judy Bailey and Jim joined in. Bob came along and set up his Karaoke so we had the words available. It was good for everyone.

Dec 18 – Judy Bailey came over and gave some singing lessons to me! It was fun and interesting!

Dec 20 – Everyone went to the sugar cane fieldsError: Reference source not found  in LaurelvilleError: Reference source not found  to watch the harvesting (cutting). This was great fun and very interesting. I (Dan) stayed at the RV to wait for a flash unit for Merlenes camera to be delivered (it did not show). They all went to the WoodmansError: Reference source not found  after the sugar cane plantation visit. It was all good! Played with Judy, Dave, Bob and Jerald at the nursing homeError: Reference source not found  in New IberiaError: Reference source not found . It was the Christmas Party and we played for 2 hours. There was a break where some high school kids came in and sang Christmas carols. They were very good!

Dec 21 – Friday night Betty’s Picken ParlorError: Reference source not found ! Great fun! I jammedError: Reference source not found  with Paul, Dave, and Jerald. It was a great time! There was a contest for the best Christmas outfitted rig and it came down to a runoff based on entertainment and I started singing Dream Baby and Merlene joined in with tambourine and went crazy , goofy, sexy, all over and was making me laugh so hard I could not sing! It was so much fun to see her having so much fun….what a pleasure she is.

Dec 22 – off to TouchetsError: Reference source not found  (2checks)! Saw George & Cece, Dave, Christi, Gerald, and some of the regulars. Joe Vice was not there as he was ill.

Dec 24 – had our Christmas EveError: Reference source not found  party, played dirty Santa, had delicious Chicken & DumplingsError: Reference source not found (made by Jim & Debbi Elliot) with side dishes. It was a good time!

Dec 29 – off to the Shadows of the TechError: Reference source not found ! We took the tour with Cookie (Jim still not feeling well). It is a very nicely done home. Most access to the rooms are from outside covered porches. This is to allow for a good breeze and air flow through the house without restriction. In one of the rooms, the wallpaper had 3 dimensional scrolling that made it look like there was some very nice molding all around. Oh…by the way, we had lunch at Bon CreoleError: Reference source not found  in New Iberia……Yummmmmmyyyyyy!!!!!!!

Chapter 2013

AbbevilleError: Reference source not found , LouisianaError: Reference source not found 

Bettys RV ParkError: Reference source not found   (continued)

Jan 21 – took our first personalized Yoga classError: Reference source not found  with Sally (Aunt Irene’s neighbor). It was good. Saw George (George & CC) there as well. He was doing some work for Sally.

Jan 27 – To Martin AccordionsError: Reference source not found  in ScottError: Reference source not found . This was a great visit to the factory. The play music along with history of how the Cajon (Melodion) accordion plays into the culture of Cajon, Zydeco, and Creole. It was a 2 hour presentation and done very well. 

Jan 28 Off to the Bayou Cruses in VermillionError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . Here they have French Cajon music in a dance hall where you can dance, buy drink and food. Good quality music and fun. You can also tour the Vermillion Village. We also took the tour down the Bayou Vermillion where we drank some booze and ate some boudane. It was a pleasant day out.

Jan 29 – 2cnd YogaError: Reference source not found  class. Next week we will join a group class with Sally.

Margi Gra parade in ScottError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . Spent all day and had a good time.

Feb 5 – drove to Pierre PartError: Reference source not found  to the Mr. AdamError: Reference source not found . This is a guy who has all kind of Cypress driftwood. He does not cut it but puts pieces together to make figures. Very amazing and creative. We met Don RichError: Reference source not found  there as well and bought a CD. He said I could come jam with him some time.

Feb 9 – We went to the Strand TheatreError: Reference source not found  in JenningsError: Reference source not found  for the Accordion SqueezoutError: Reference source not found . This was pretty cool to watch competition in youth, adult and professional levels.

Feb 10 – Went to Church Point to watch the Chicken Run and paradesError: Reference source not found . We went to someone’s property and parked. This is where the parade fronted and the chicken run happens. The owners of the property provided fresh pig meat and gumbo. All the RV’rs brought some side dishes. They had a band as well which was very good. Good time under windy conditions and threatened rain, but it was all good. 

Feb 12 – Went to EuniceError: Reference source not found  with Richard and Lynn for the last parade of Mardi GraError: Reference source not found , Fat TuesdayError: Reference source not found . Steve RileyError: Reference source not found  was playing as well and we danced to his very cool music.

Feb 23 – Off to Touchets (2 checks) for the Cracklin CookoffError: Reference source not found . Great food items in addition to Cracklin, good music by the Fa TrasError: Reference source not found  (the trash) and LA14Error: Reference source not found . One of the vocalist for LA14 was Rusty MillerError: Reference source not found  who has a great voice. He was thrown off American Idol because they did not want anymore country singers. This young man can sing anything!!!!! Stayed from about 9:300 to 5:30 and had a great time.

Feb 25 – to the Cypress Bayou casinoError: Reference source not found  for free food, dance and booze. A good time!

Feb 26 – to Martin AccordionError: Reference source not found , again! This time we go with a different group and Joel MartinError: Reference source not found , the grandson to Jr. MartinError: Reference source not found  is there. What a treat! Joel Martin is 25 years old and so very talented. Great time once again. After the tour, we ate at Coyote BluesError: Reference source not found  in LafayetteError: Reference source not found . It was very good!

March 5 – Crawfish boilError: Reference source not found  performed by Wendal, Judy, Dave, and Benny (the sax man) came over and after a wonderful dinner of crawfish, potatoes, and sausage, they played for us! I also got to join in on a few songs. It was, as usual, a great time!

March 8 – Judy and Jim showed up to camp overnight at Betty’s in their new RV! We spent the evening taking tours and telling Jim everything he needed to do. I am sure it was an overload. They left before 7:30 Saturday morning…what!!!!!!!!!!!

March 9 – off to Erath for the Jam session!

March 10 – A scheduled brunch was performed by all. It included bloody Mary’s, mimosas, omelets with your choice of contents, sweet potato fries, sausage, biscuits and gravy….ohhhhhhhh boy! Black FormanError: Reference source not found , a famous accordion maker, and Dave Bodain, also showed up for breakfast (invited by John Paul & Celine). After a feast fit for kings, Black Forman played the accordion for us. I got to play along with he and Dave. What a treat! 

On this same day Judy, Dave Gerald, and Benny performed at the BeehiveError: Reference source not found . This is a local bar not far from Betty’s. We all went at 3:00 to listen and dance. It was a good show and I even got to play 4 songs! The band was scheduled to play from 3 to 6 but collected some cash up to pay for and extra hour so we hung out until 7. It was a good time and Judy got re-booked as everyone loved the show!!!!!

March 15 – drove to New IberiaError: Reference source not found , had lunch at Duffy’sError: Reference source not found  and did the Azalia DriveError: Reference source not found . Duffy’s was pretty good. Merlene had the shrimp burger and I had the Catfish Po Boy. Then we proceeded to the Azalia drive. It was not as spectacular as we had hoped but it was nice.

March 19 – Drove to Rutherford BeachError: Reference source not found , about 85 miles from Betty’s, with Jim & Cookie. The plan was to do some surf fishing but it was very windy and decided not to. Stopped on our way back at Palmeto State ParkError: Reference source not found . All the camp sites were closed for re-wire. Nice park. Good ride.

March 21 – To Magdelaen SquareError: Reference source not found  to watch Gino Delafonse (spelling) bandError: Reference source not found . Great music and dancing at the square!

March? – To DelcambreError: Reference source not found  for shrimp off the Little Man boatError: Reference source not found . Cleaned shrimp all day! Also bought some Blue CrabError: Reference source not found , Jim Grigware cooked them up and we put them on ice for a few days. Had them for lunch on March 26. Very Tasty! Cool experience!

March 23 – To the Red Barn for music and danceError: Reference source not found  ($10/person). The show includes Fa Tras (including Dave Boudain)Error: Reference source not found , LA ExpressError: Reference source not found , and Johnny AllenError: Reference source not found . Fa Tras were good. LA Express was most excellent!, Johnny Allen was good but  we liked LA Express better.

March 27 – Did the casino partyError: Reference source not found ! Went on the bus and danced, ate dinner, and had drinks.

March 31 – big birthday (Betty & Jim Grigware), anniversary (Paul & Peggy) bash with the all the folks at Betty’s. Great potluck!

We prepare for departure on April 1!

April 1 – April 2
KinderError: Reference source not found , LouisiannaError: Reference source not found 

Cashatta Casino parking lotError: Reference source not found 

On our way to Kinder we stopped in JenningsError: Reference source not found , LouisiannaError: Reference source not found  at the Tupper HardwareError: Reference source not found  store. This is a museum of times past! The building had been moved from its original location but the contents were from the early 1900’s. Very amazing! Also included was a tribute to the telephone industry ( a separate side building). Very nice and only $6 for the both of us.

We met up with Jim and Cookie about 3 or 4 in the afternoon. Spent the night (dry) in the parking lot. Had Happy Hour with them!

April 2 – April 5
WillisError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Lake ConroeError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, good TV, Good Sat, 50 amp.

Drove on some new roads to the RV park. Lake Conroe looks good!

April 5 – April 8
WhitneyError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Whitney LakesError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, Good TV, did not try sat, 30 amp, good internet with antenna & booster.

Nice park, a bit windy. Went on a very small hike to the lake (we thought it was a lot farther). The lake is low but still huge (long lake). To windy for kayaks. Enjoyed the day just messing around.

April 8, 2013
Just north west of  LubbeckError: Reference source not found  ,TexasError: Reference source not found  in a picnic area.

Drove almost 400 miles today.

Stopped in AlbanyError: Reference source not found  and checked out the city hallError: Reference source not found  which was erected in 1884. Then stopped in AnsonError: Reference source not found  and checked out the city hallError: Reference source not found  that was erected in 1886. Both these towns were kind of neat with some of the old 1800 building in tact.

We drove hwy 6 which was a bit rough. The wind did not help much, just enough to add to a rough drive. Then to hwy 84.

At about Albany (if I remember correctly), the landscape really changed to dry and flat (boring).

April 9
Santa RosaError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found 

Santa Rosa CampgroundError: Reference source not found  $34.16 with Escapee discount. , 50 amp, 2 tv stations, ok internet, cable TV. Has laundry, pool.

Ok camp spot but over priced as far as I am concerned. We stopped here because the weather was getting pretty bad. Wind was blowing and we needed to hunker down for the night. Time changed so we gained an hour.

The drive here on 84 is nothing to write home about, but it was different for us.

We did stop at the Billy the Kid MuseumError: Reference source not found  and for $6.00 we got to look at some memorabilia. It was somewhat interesting.

April 10 – 12
TijerasError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found 

Hidden Valley ResortError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $21.48, 50 amp, good internet, good tv channels.

This is as good as, if not better than the Santa Rosa campground.

We are about 7 miles from AlbuquerqueError: Reference source not found , went to Costco, Sprouts, and Walmart for provisions after we settled in. Altitude is above 6000 feet. Altitude is above 6000 feet. Merlene seems to be doing fine.

April 12 – 13
Sun ValleyError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

Root66 RV ParkError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  -  Passport America/Escapees - $19.95, 50 amp, water & Sewer at site, internet ok with booster and antenna.

Funky little place but it did the job.

April 13- 14
ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

Continued our ride up the hwy 89, over Navajo BridgeError: Reference source not found , which is very spectacular. Stopped at the bridge and walked over the Colorado RiverError: Reference source not found , saw a CondorError: Reference source not found  sitting on a cliff edge. Stayed at a rest stop just past Marble CanyonError: Reference source not found . Scenery is getting interesting but it is windy.

Wanted to go to Grand CanyonError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  but road (697 to north rim is closed. North Rim will not be open untul mid April!

April 14 –  29
HurricaneError: Reference source not found , UtahError: Reference source not found 

St. George RV ParkError: Reference source not found  (RPI) $10 , 50 amp, weak internet even with booster. 

Stopped all along the way looking at beautiful scenery. This is a great ride. Well worth a look going down the 89Alt to 389, to 19Error: Reference source not found .

April 15 – drove 30 or so miles to Zion National ParkError: Reference source not found . Took the tour bus and jumped out and hiked around a few of the stops. Probably hiked around three miles or so. We had lunch by the Virgin RiverError: Reference source not found  side. Pretty nice day, going to have to come back and do some more. We bought the $25 pass good for 7 days as our National pass has expired and Merlene will turn 62 next month…timing is a bit off, but oh well!

April 16 – Hung out at the RV today as weather was not so good…..had a bunch of hailError: Reference source not found  today! The mountain across from the campground is fairly covered with snow! The hail was not huge, but not small either. A fair amount of hail would come down on occasion!

April 17 – Headed out to the Kolob National ParkError: Reference source not found  area (north). The closer we got, the more snow flurry’s we encountered. By the time we reached the entrance, the snow was falling fairly heavy and wind blowing it almost sideways! Enough! Back down the hill to Zion. We traveled to the east side through the tunnels. On our way back we spotted Big Horn SheepError: Reference source not found . One was on the side of the road and was not fearful of us at all. We did not bother her at all as she ate the berries of the shrubs. Then just 100 feet away were about 7 other goats. 3 young ones with adults. They all posed very nicely and Merlene got some great pictures. They were an added bonus to the beauty of this area.

April 18 – Back to to see the rest of the park (Zion). We hiked a 3 mile (round trip), from the Temple of SinawavaError: Reference source not found  to the Narrows. At the end of the hike we came to theVirgin River. Here you had to cross the river to continue further up the trail. The water was icy cold and we had long pants and no extra dry shoes or clothes. The thing was, this spot looked very familiar, like we had been here before. 

We also hiked from Canyon JunctionError: Reference source not found  back to the visitors center. Some of the hike was along the Virgin River which was nice, but most was not so close to the river and concreted. Oh well…good walk!

It was a beautiful day and we were able to lunch on a picnic table and enjoy sitting outside.

April 19 – Off to Kolob, the northern part of Zion. Did a nice one mile hike here and the end of the hike provided a panoramic view of the land. The mountains here were beautiful and awesome with their splendid colors. We drove a bit as well, all very beautiful and amazing!

On our way home, just across from the RV park we are staying is the Red CliffsError: Reference source not found , an old cemetery, an old Wells Fargo buildingError: Reference source not found  that handled valuables, mail, stage depot, etc., all part of the old ruins of the towns HarrisburgError: Reference source not found , and Silver ReefError: Reference source not found .

April 20 – As mentioned above, we headed across the street to the Red Cliffs. Took a 11/2  mile (one way) hike to a couple of small waterfallsError: Reference source not found . Nice pleasant hike that ran along the river. The water actually pooled in several places deep enough to jump into from overhead rocks. Very nice, great excersize.

We are extending our stay here as Ed an Patty Barrach are coming in the end of next week. They are heading to Colorado and will visit us here. Exciting!!!!!

We will enjoy some down time from the vacation!!!!!

April 22 – Drove into St. GeorgeError: Reference source not found  visited the Mormon TabernacleError: Reference source not found , TempleError: Reference source not found  and Brigham Youngs homeError: Reference source not found . The downtown area is done very nicely with a park type setting in the center of town. Even down the streets there are statuettes and items that make the streets very comfy and give a sense of family orientation.

April 26 – Went back across street to Red Cliffs and hiked to the Eubrontis Dinosaur tracksError: Reference source not found ! These were pretty cool, sort of a 3 fingered (toe) looking print!

Met a guy named Steve who plays Elk bonesError: Reference source not found . He is a fourth generation player. They sound pretty cool! We jammed a couple of songs.

April 27 – Ed and Patty BarrackError: Reference source not found  arrived and we hung out together.

April 28 – The four of us drove to Silver ReefError: Reference source not found  with them and re-explored the little city, then drove out toward Zion to the town of GraftonError: Reference source not found . This is a little ghost townError: Reference source not found  that has some homes that are being restored. It is a nice area with some nice newer homes (ranches and farms) as well. Drove further in toward Zion to the town of SpringdaleError: Reference source not found . This little town has all kinds of shops and restaurants. We ate at the Flying MonkeyError: Reference source not found  restaurant. Merlene, Patty and I had a Pizza. Ed had a good looking burger and fries. Nice day!

April 29 – 30
SantiquinError: Reference source not found , UtahError: Reference source not found 

Harvest Host at Red Barn South Ridge FarmsError: Reference source not found  

Zero hookups. We shopped and bought lots of produce and cheeses. Nice area.

April 30 – May 4
Salt Lake CityError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found , UtahError: Reference source not found 

Elks LodgeError: Reference source not found  ($5), 50 amp, water and sewer in parking lot (2 sites, 1 sewer).

Toured the Utah state capitolError: Reference source not found  which was very nice.

Visited with Merlenes cousin ‘Bud’ and RuthError: Reference source not found . They came to the RV.

May 2 – Drove to Antelope Island in the Great Salt Lake BasinError: Reference source not found . This is interesting area, amazing how people can find a spot like this and make it work. There is not much on the island but it has lots of hiking, Fielding Garr RanchError: Reference source not found , and driving routes. It was interesting to note that animals such as Bison, birds, coyotes, etc are able to live in the salty water area. Many tons of salt, as well as brine shrimp are sold to asian countries from here. Bison are big on the island, but the population is limited to about 500, so in some years they must sell off Bison. We also saw a coyote. The gnats had hatched and were very bothersome. We did do any hiking because the gnats were so thick. This is apparently a seasonal thing. We also had a Bison burger…..it was okay, but not great. Interesting place!

May 3 – drove back near the capitol to see the Mormon Temple and TabernacleError: Reference source not found . Very beautiful buildings, however we did not go in many as we feared religious conversion. We walked the down town area and it is very nice. We also saw the old Union pacific buildingError: Reference source not found  which is now used for events. Very nice.

May 4 – 5
BuhlError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

Snyder WineryError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  (Harvest Host): No hookups

On our way to the Winery we stopped at Shoshone FallsError: Reference source not found  and Twin Falls.

Shoshone FallsError: Reference source not found  are pretty nice falls and since we have not seen any falls for some time, we really enjoyed them. Twin FallsError: Reference source not found  is not really two falls any longer and has not been for some time, but still fun to see. We had been to Twin Falls many years ago and it has since been upgraded into a nice part setting.

We arrived at the winery about 4:00. Very nice setting, cool place. Claudia is the owner and is very nice. We did the wine tasting and the wine is very good. We also had dinner which consisted of an appetizer, which was delicious shrimp with some kind of amazing sauce, Salad, with delicious dressings, Rib Eye SteakError: Reference source not found*, cooked to perfection and huge, SalmonError: Reference source not found  with a sauce that was absolutely delicious. Oh, I forgot to mention the little shot glass of tequila and water or something to “cleanse the pallet” after our salad. This was the best food of this type we have eaten. Blonca, the server from the Checlozavaclia (spelling) was a great server. Definitely worth the money and a great way to begin celebrating Merlenes birthday!!!!!!

May 5 – 6
CaldwellError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

Elks LodgeError: Reference source not found : $10, water, 30 amp. Good local TV, good interenet

Drove up the 30 to 84. Along the 30 there were numerous water fallsError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . Nice drive.

Drove to BoiseError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  and viewed the Idaho CapitolError: Reference source not found . This is a great building, perhaps one of the best we have seen. Had a beer and slice of pizza downtown, near the capitol.

May 6 – 7 (May 7, Merlenes BirthdayError: Reference source not found !!!)

PendletonError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

Rest StopError: Reference source not found : $0, no hookups, but a beautiful rest stop, good tv and internet.

On our way here we stopped in BakerError: Reference source not found , Oregon, walked the city block and checked out Geiser Grand hotelError: Reference source not found . It was ok, but nothing to shout about. Baker is a fairly good size city. We had hoped to hook up with an old pal Ron Hutton but he was in the snowy mountains above Baker at to high an elevation for us.

We then drove to Pendleton and did the Pendleton Factory TourError: Reference source not found . Here they made blankets. The tour was very interesting as they showed how the wool was made into strands and then used to create blankets. It was a good tour.

We found parking for the RV in town and walked to the Prodigal Son BreweryError: Reference source not found  and PubError: Reference source not found  Resturant. This was in the line of a farm to table outfit. The brew and food was very good! 

We drove to Charbonneau ParkError: Reference source not found  and to Hood ParkError: Reference source not found  and neither park was open until May 15!!! So we drove to the WalmartError: Reference source not found  in PascoError: Reference source not found  and stayed the night. What a fine thing to do on Merlenes birthdayError: Reference source not found , damn! 

May 8 – 12
Moses LakeError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Pier4 RVError: Reference source not found  resort (RPI) $13 + $3 for 50 amp, sewer and water at site. 

This was claimed to be a special RV resort (thus the 3 extra dollars over the normal $10). This park standard was less than the normal RPI Park, certainly not worth the 3 extra dollars per night.

We kayaked on Moses LakeError: Reference source not found . We paddled over to our property and hung out on our dock for an hour or two. It was our first time on the lake. Whilst we were there, it looked like we were going to sell the property but the deal fell through. Consequently we met with Chris Maygren and visited a bit.

May 12 – 16
Crescent BarError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Crescent BarError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 50 amp, good sat, good internet, good tv.

We had some great hikes here! We drove over Ancient LakesError: Reference source not found  which were about 10 miles from the camp. This is a wonderful area. The are a number of great hikes, we did the Ancient Lakes trail hike which was probably a 5 mile hike. During this hike we saw 3 great waterfalls. We really enjoyed this hike.

The next day we returned to the Dusty Trail hike. We were not disappointed; this was a great 3 mile hike to the lake. This is an amazing area; I mean everywhere you went there were lakes and more lakes of water. This is a somewhat desert area and the amount of water in lakes here is just amazing. As a matter of fact, there is reservoir here as well…Just amazing!!!!!

Here is a picture of the top of Ancient Lakes water fall going down into Ancient lakes.
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Here is the waterfall going into Ancient Lake.
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May 16-22
MonroeError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Thunderbird RV ParkError: Reference source not found : (TT) $0, 30 amp, no tv, no sat, good internet.

In Moses Lake, we found a Cradlepoint Router that worked on our Verizon air card so that we could have multiple PC’s. We proved this with the old 2003 PC and the piece of shit Toshiba PC. Unfortunately, the 2003 Fujitsu PC screen hardware was taking a dive. We ended up buying a new Lenovo PC here in Marysville. We now can count on the marriage lasting another 25 years!

Drove into Seattle and toured the Safeco BallparkError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  (Seattle MarinersError: Reference source not found ) and the Century LinkError: Reference source not found  football stadiumError: Reference source not found  (Seattle Sea Hawks). These were good tours but there was nothing that really stood out to make them exceptional places.

Here, it has been rather wet (duh!!). We met with Cindy BakerError: Reference source not found  for lunch as she lives in SultanError: Reference source not found . Lunch was at IxtapiosError: Reference source not found .

We met up with ChristiError: Reference source not found  and had lunch and several beers at the Blazing OnionError: Reference source not found . This is a great restaurant ($102 worth!).

May 22 – June 12
La ConnerError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

La ConnerError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, okay internet with booster, no sat from rooftop, very limited TV.

Christi, Jericho, and Jesse came overError: Reference source not found  and we all went out to the SeedsError: Reference source not found****** restaurant in La Conner. It was very good!

Drove to La Conner on one of the rare days we had some decent weather. We walked the town and I realized we had been to several restaurants and many of the shops before. It became apparent we had been here several times before as places were very familiar.

May 29 – For some reason it feels if we have been here forever! I suspect it is the weather which has been pretty consistently drizzling and raining. In all fairness, there has only been a few hours of sun breaks since we arrived. Feels like we need to grow web feet.

Today we did some shopping for supplies then went to Jericho’s Achievement of Excellence AwardError: Reference source not found s ceremony presented by the high school. Jericho received his for his Cad Cam expertise! Very Cool!!!!

May 31 – Tripped on over to MukiltcoError: Reference source not found  for the Boeing TourError: Reference source not found . This was a pretty good 90 minute tour although another half hour would have been better. Huge facilities and huge planes. We were fortunate enough to see a big new 777 test plane land on the air field.

We had lunch about 2:00 at Diamond Knot Brewery & AlehouseError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . We had a great veggie Pizza and good Diamond Knot Hefenwizen beer. Just across the street is the Mukiltco Light HouseError: Reference source not found . We walked a short walk along the beach.

June 3 – Took a ride down Hwy 20Error: Reference source not found  to Fort Casey State ParkError: Reference source not found . Here they have old battery’s built in 1868. This is an interesting fort. Next to it is the Light House which we toured. We stopped at several places along Hwy 20 for pictures. From there we drove further south to GreenbankError: Reference source not found  and the Greenbank FarmError: Reference source not found . Both were ok, but nothing to rave about. On our route back we went through CoupevilleError: Reference source not found , Penn CoveError: Reference source not found , and Oak HarborError: Reference source not found . Good outing on a beautiful day!!!!

June 4 – walked out on the beach shore and some of the tide poolsError: Reference source not found  had lots of crab and colonial sea squirtError: Reference source not found  that spew water up for 6 inches to a foot or so. Moved our camp site across the street to one that had much more sun light. Went to Christi’s and Merlene and Christi made a collage for Eli’s graduationError: Reference source not found . I drove with JesseError: Reference source not found  to Iverson beachError: Reference source not found , he drove! Cooked up shrimp that accompanied a nice salad and vegetables….good food, with a beautiful sunny day!

June 5 – Drove to Deception PassError: Reference source not found . Here there are several entries to different parts of Deception Pass State parks. We took a 3 mile hikeError: Reference source not found  along the beach front. It was very nice. They had informational items along the hike.

We also drove over to Cranberry LakeError: Reference source not found  which used to be part of the ocean (or Sound) a very long time ago and had a nice lunch (shrimp salad). Also walked around the Deception Pass bridgeError: Reference source not found .

June 6 – Drove the Chuckanut TrailError: Reference source not found . Stopped at Lareby State ParkError: Reference source not found*** and said ‘Hi’ to Ranger PaulError: Reference source not found . Continued up to FairfieldError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . This is a cute town. We ate lunch at Dos Padres MexicanError: Reference source not found  food. The Veggie Burrito was pretty good.

On our way to Fairfield, we passed through a little town called EdisonError: Reference source not found . We need to go back here to visit the distillery. The town looked pretty cute as well.

June 7 – Eli graduatesError: Reference source not found  from Stanwood High School! The ceremonies began at 7:00 and ended at 9:00. Weather was decent. Good job ELI!!!!!

The toilet is not working properly and had to replace the Mechanism Assembly ($207), which is essentially, everything but the bowl…crappy job, but somebody has to do it!

I also replaced the two drive belts on the car. The bottom tension pulley began to squeal after that. A huge hassle trying to find the correct pulley.

Christi and Merlene went off to get some beer (we had drank everything in preparation to going to B.C. and returned with a delicious burger from SeedsError: Reference source not found . I LOVE Seeds!

June 12 – Off to Cultus Lake.

June 12 – 19
Cultus LakeError: Reference source not found , British ColumbiaError: Reference source not found 

Cultus LakeError: Reference source not found  – (TT) $0, 30 amp, No sat, No TV antenna, water & sewer at site.

This area is very nice. Not sure what it is but we basically have not so good weather but this area seems to be more open and a bit brighter so we are enjoying it. The lake is very nice.

This was a nice drive to enter B.C. through SumasError: Reference source not found .

In preparation to enter B.C., we got rid of food and stored, gun, ammo, food, and booze at Christi’s. As it turned out, it was not much hassle entering B.C. and the officer was business like but was not a jerk as we had experienced on both U.S. and Canada borders.

We met up with friends Neil and Lisa.

June 13- Went on a great hike with Neil & Lisa, the Teapot Kettle trailError: Reference source not found . Lisa and Neil said that previously there were tea pot kettles all along the trail, which was not the case today, but it was great picturesque hike.

June 14 – Neil, Lisa and us went to Hells GateError: Reference source not found  which is about an hour and a bit from Cultus LakeError: Reference source not found****. Hells Gate is on the mighty Frasier RiverError: Reference source not found . The river is very wide and the amount of water that flows through is huge! To get to the river you take a tram down to the river bank and look down on the river. MerleneError: Reference source not found  was real trooper on this and was walking about the tram taking pictures and acting like there was no issue for her. She also walked part way out on the walk bridge that goes across the river. What a trooper, she is so brave! They have a museum which talks about the Chinese workers used to build the railroad tracks through the land. Also very interesting information regarding salmon fish. It was a beautiful ride north on Canada Highway 1Error: Reference source not found . We passed Bridal FallsError: Reference source not found  as well. This is beautiful and we plan to get a closer look on a separate trip. This was a good trip.

June 17 – We drove 10 or 15 miles to Bridal Veil FallsError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  Provincial Park and hiked to the falls. It is a short hike but a good climb so it was a good workout. The falls are about a 400 foot drop, wide across the rocks, very nice. Looking at the falls, one can see how the falls get the name ‘Bridal Veil’. Apparently, in winter months, the falls can freeze and are an unstable freeze. In summer months the amount of water significantly decreases. We picked a good time to go!

June 19 – July 10
La ConnerError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

La ConnerError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, okay internet with booster, no sat from rooftop, very limited TV.

Here we are again! Drive over the border was no problem but the drive today seemed very long. We had road work, border wait, stopped for lunch and checked in with David (he was just out of the hospital for ulcers and hernia), and stopped at a produce market along the road as we have no fruit or vegetables.

Set up camp and went to La Conner and ate at SeedsError: Reference source not found . Love the food there!

July 24 – Tried out the North Sound BreweryError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . They have pretty good beers. We seem to really like the North Sound Gooseneck Brown lager. It is 6.8% alcohol content. The unfortunate thing is North Sound does not bottle their beer. You can only buy in a growler or on tap and they are in limited area between Mt.Vernon and Seattle area.

July 27 – Drove to EdisonError: Reference source not found  and BowError: Reference source not found . We did not do much in Bow. We hit the Golden DistillersError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  in Edison, did some whiskey and scotch tasting and bought a bottle of fine whiskeyError: Reference source not found . We also tasted their scotch, and it was good compared to most scotch I have tasted, but we are just not scotch drinkers.

Also in Edison we walked the very small town whose population is about 131. It is amazing the businesses, restaurants, bars, etc. that survive there. We visited Slough FoodsError: Reference source not found  (pronounced, slew) whose menu looks pretty good but we did not eat there, BreadfarmError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  (delicious breads) where we purchased a Olive Baguette, and ended the trip at the Longhorn SaloonError: Reference source not found  where we had a beer each. Longhorn Saloon also had food available. Edison is a cool place!

June 29-July 1: Christi and SabinError: Reference source not found  rented a cabin here at the park. We had a good time visiting. Thomas and JesseError: Reference source not found  also were here for a day. Christi and Matt also came one day. Weather was good and we even got the kayaks out. It was a good time especially for Merlene and Christi. We, Christi, Sa bin,Thomas and Jesse also went to SeedsError: Reference source not found   for dinner, good stuff!

July 2: We took another hike at Deception PassError: Reference source not found . Nice day, good hike.

July 3: Today we hung around the park an done our walk near the beach we watched a group of guys (perhaps Indians although they did not look like Indians) work nets to catch SalmonError: Reference source not found . It was very interesting to watch them pull the net slowly out with the boat into a horseshoe shape, then manually pull in the net until there was a small area they could net the Salmon (Silver, I think) and put them into temporary holding tanks that floated in the water. We think these Salmon were going to be transported to the platform just off shore where it appears to be a Salmon farm where they milk the Salmon. Very cool to watch this effort!

July 8 – Had lunch with Paul Evers, Cindy and Christi in Fairhaven. It was good to get everybody together.

July 9 – Today we got a really cool treat. Out on the spit there were four bald eagles. Merlene got some good pics of the birds!

July 10 – July 12
PuyallupError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Elks Lodge 4510Error: Reference source not found : $15.00/night, 30 amp at site, water/sewer at lodge.

We have come here to get an estimate for some welding work needed on the RV. The place giving the estimate is Fife RV CenterError: Reference source not found  which is actually in Bonney LakeError: Reference source not found .

We arrived to be greeted by Dan & Jenny ShepardError: Reference source not found , some folks we met at Betty’s. They have been hanging out here for a few weeks visiting family and friends. We went to dinner at Puerto VallartaError: Reference source not found  (Mexican food) together.

Near here, just a couple of miles, is the town of SumnerError: Reference source not found  where we got our Asshole and Bitch tee-shirtsError: Reference source not found  some years ago. Unfortunately the bar is now closed.

July 11: We drove into OlympiaError: Reference source not found , about 40 miles away, and visited the Washington State CapitolError: Reference source not found . This a nice building, not the most exciting, but nice. The grounds are nice but nothing exciting. There is no security going into the capitol. In this state, the legislation has no term limits, so many have been around for a while.

We got a glimpse of the governor’s mansion which boasts 23 rooms. Tours are on Tuesdays, we are here on a Thursday.

We walked around the downtown Olympia area. This town is not the worst we have seen but it’s kind of junky. We had a Vegan pizza at Old School PizzeriaError: Reference source not found . It was pretty good! We had a Pounder Porter beerError: Reference source not found  which was good and a something Danger Ale which was good but not as good as the porter.

Some of the neighborhood communities on the outskirts of town had some nice old homes.

July 12- 15
AuburnError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Muckleshoot CasinoError: Reference source not found : $0, no hookups.

Met up with Paul & PeggyError: Reference source not found  Snively at the Casino. BettyError: Reference source not found  (Betty’s RV) rolled into town (TacomaError: Reference source not found ) on her tour bus. We (Paul, Peggy and us) drove to her Shylo hotel in the late afternoon and met up and had dinner at ElmersError: Reference source not found  just across the street from her hotel. We then went back to her room and had some drinks and laughter.

July 13 – Betty’s tour took them to Pikes MarketError: Reference source not found , we (all four of us) met Betty there and we walked the place. We all then headed back to the RV;s at the Casino, had a few drinks and headed into the casino. Betty had a pretty good night on one of the slotsError: Reference source not found ! It was getting late in the evening and we ordered up a pizza from Pizza HutError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  and ate together at Paul and Peggy’s. Merlene and I drove Betty back to her hotel. It was a pretty good day and I think Betty enjoyed it.

July 14 – we hung out with Paul and Peggy.

July 15 –19
PuyallupError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Elks Lodge 4510Error: Reference source not found : $15.00/night, 30 amp at site, water/sewer at lodge.

Were back here again. We will hang out here to get the RV repaired.

July 16 – Took a hour ride to Mt. RainierError: Reference source not found . We have tried this several times before but have been rained or fogged out every other time. Today was a beautiful day, at least up until about 2:30. We had a nice drive did some great site seeing:

Stop1 – along 410 hwy at the White RiverError: Reference source not found  (Cannon Lens 28-90). The water in the river does look very white. We learned that the white color comes from the glaciers cutting the rock causing“white flour”, which is like a powder when grinding something.

The river does not appear to be a deep river but it is a fast flowing river. The water is very cold as one would expect coming off the snow/glacier covered mountain.

There are 25 glaciers on Mt. RainierError: Reference source not found .

Stop2  - Along 410 hwy (Shinook Pass Hwy). Here we got a closer encounter of the White RiverError: Reference source not found .

Stop3 – Here we could see Skookum FallsError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  (Skookum means: strong according to documentation we read near the falls, but other documentation on the web says: evil spirit) above the river. The falls are a very long drop from top to bottom and fairly wide. From our vantage point we can see them and they look smaller, but you can bet they are very large in size (150ft with 2 drops, 90 degree drops, typically 10ft wide).

Stop4 – Stopped at the big overhead entrance point to Mt. RainierError: Reference source not found . Took a tripod picture of both Merlene and I.

Stop5 – We got to use Merlenes ‘old geezer’ cardError: Reference source not found  to get us into the Sunrise ParkError: Reference source not found**. Sunrise Park is the closest point by car you can get to the mountain.

Stop6 – Fryingpan CreekError: Reference source not found  is a nice creek but it does not have the ‘white’ look of White RiverError: Reference source not found . From here we could not see much of the mountain through trees and all.

Stop7 – good viewing point of the mountain.

Stop8 – Sunrise PointError: Reference source not found . which is a great viewpoint for the mountain, in particular. Emmons GlacierError: Reference source not found  which is one of the 25 major glaciers. With Merlenes big lens we could look at the glacier and see many crevasses and where the snow and ice had ‘avalanched’ downError: Reference source not found .

Stop9 – We stopped here and got some shots near and ice pack and snow. Merlene threw snowballs at me!

Stop10 – Sunrise: here is the closest point and where gift shop and Information center is. They have nice picnic area and we decided we would have lunch here. We found a table with a great view of the mountain. We probably spent 45 minutes to an hour eating a great lunch Merlene had put together. Within 15 minutes after eating lunch (maybe 2:30) the skys began to get very dark (thunder storms are predicted for the night). We opted not to do any hikes as it seemed to be getting very dark and some rain drops were beginning.

Stop11 – At the exit of the park is a cool rock made sign indicating Seattle one way, and Yakima the other.

July 18 – today we took the RV in to be welded at Fife. We kind of wasted time looking in music stores, pawn shops, had breakfast at Café BellisError: Reference source not found***** in Sumner, Grocery shopped, pizza Farrelis Pizza, etc, etc. The RV was completed about 3:00. When we returned to Elks (another $15), Dan & Ginny greeted us and invited us over for cocktails. They introduced us to Willie and Marie ClarkError: Reference source not found . Willie is 80 and Marie is 76. These are some active people and very funny. They are both musicians and very much entertainers. Willie has played with some good groups (as has Marie). I got to jam along with Willie and Marie even sang a few. What fun it was!

July 19 –22
StanwoodError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Christi’s drive wayError: Reference source not found  $0, 15amp, no sewer, water at house.

Merlene needed another daughter fix so we stopped on our way north to Ione to visit for the night and morning.

While there, we experienced ThomasError: Reference source not found  buying his first car, a 1988 Toyota SupraError: Reference source not found . Very nice car. He was so excited. The second day he had it, someone backed into the fender. No worries, they had insurance and the fender had a slight ding anyway so it will all get fixed.

It was a good visit.

July 22 – 23
OmakError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0, no hookups

Drove over highway 20 to Omak. We stopped for lunch just past (north of) RockportError: Reference source not found . This is a picnic area along side the Skagit RiverError: Reference source not found . We have been to this place a time or two before, once with ElizabethError: Reference source not found  (2007?). It is a nice little stop.

We also saw some waterfalls, one in particular, Gorge FallsError: Reference source not found , we stopped at. We also stopped at Washington PassError: Reference source not found , another place we had been before (2007?), and walked up the trail. It has some beautiful scenery. Highway 20 is a very nice drive; just don’t be in a hurry!

I just about ran us out of gas (not really but was very low) coming into Omak. It was getting a bit nerve racking. The hills over the pass ate up a lot more gas than I had anticipated. We paid $3.99/gallon, and as usual, just down the road was $3.89.

In Omak we stopped at Pizza HutError: Reference source not found  and had pizza and beer.

Across from Pizza Hut is an ExxonError: Reference source not found  gas station who provides a dump station for free!

July 23 – 25
RepublicError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Grigware lake homeError: Reference source not found  ($0), 20 amp, water, no sewer.

We pulled into Jim & Cookies lake house. What a great camp spot! They have a beautiful property on ? lake (offshoot of Curlew lakeError: Reference source not found ). Stayed a couple of days. We drove with them up to their hunting location in the hills. It is also very nice.

We dumped at the Slagle City ParkError: Reference source not found  on our way out of town. The dump fee is a donation ($3.00 suggested).

July 25 – 28
IoneError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Ione City ParkError: Reference source not found  ($0), no hookups.

We are here as vendors for Down River DaysError: Reference source not found . This is a good show for us. Scott and Cindy Briggs are also here. That went ok.

July 28- Aug 4
IoneError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Cedar RV ParkError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found   ($21.50), 50 amp, water, no sewer at site but on premises.

Came over to here to catch up on everything after the Down River Days event. Gabe & Linda are the owners and we have stayed here before. It’s a nice campground and not to expensive. Just going to re-coupe here for a week.

Drove over to Sweet Creek FallsError: Reference source not found . This is a nice, very short hike to the falls and very nice falls they are!

Drove to Boundary DamError: Reference source not found  and Gardner CavesError: Reference source not found ….problem was the tours were all on the hours we were not there for. We will try this again tomorrow. Nice drive, the Pend OreilleError: Reference source not found  river is beautiful. Stopped at the Western StarError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  in Metaline for a beer. MerleneError: Reference source not found***** is a good pal and lover! 

Oct 2 –We drove to Boundary DamError: Reference source not found  and took the Boundary Dam tourError: Reference source not found . It was a good tour and interesting, and amazing. The Pend Oreille RiverError: Reference source not found  is very beautiful. The dam provides all the electricity for the Seattle area. We think we remember that the dam provides 55% of the electricity for Seattle area. A side note, Box Canyon DamError: Reference source not found  provides electricity for Ione, Metaline, and Metaline Falls. Neither of these dams have any storage capacity so it is clean electricity.

It is a beautiful drive up the Hwy 31Error: Reference source not found , then to Boundary RoadError: Reference source not found , on the way to Boundary Dam, which is less than a mile from the Canadian border. From the damn you can actually see the border as it is where the power lines are cut into the trees!

We also drove through the camping areas (free) near Pee Wee fallsError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found , made many roadside stops for pictures. Nice area!

After the Boundary Dam tour we drove back down the hwy to the CemeteryError: Reference source not found  just a half mile south of Metaline FallsError: Reference source not found  which overlooked the river. This was a small community back there and very nice.

We then drove into Metaline FallsError: Reference source not found  and had a Veggie Pizza and beer at 5th Avenue Bar and GrillError: Reference source not found . It was very good (the bar is rustic with some rustic folks in it). It was funny to us that the day before we had stopped at the Western Grill in Metaline and had a beer on our way back to IoneError: Reference source not found , the same two women that were at the Western StarError: Reference source not found  grill and bar drinking beers, were at 5th Avenue Bar and GrillError: Reference source not found . No big deal , just kind of funny.

From there we drove north up Hwy 31 to the Boundary Dam Vista HouseError: Reference source not found . The Vista House has some great views of the dam and the river itself. We could not find information on why the Vista House was built but we are glad it was. It is a great information and viewing center. From the house you can walk a short distance down to a platform that allows even closer look over the river.

We continued our drive north to Crescent LakeError: Reference source not found . This is a nice little lake that is at road level! Looks like it would not take much to overrun the road that runs a short distance along the lake.

All along the hwy are great views of land and waterError: Reference source not found . This is truly a beautiful area. 

On our way back to Ione, we stopped several places just to look things over, driving through some of the little communities that make up the MetalineError: Reference source not found  and Metaline FallsError: Reference source not found  townships. In Metaline we drove around the town and found the Metaline City ParkError: Reference source not found . This is a Beautiful little park right on the river. When we were in the car to leave the park, we spotted a big EagleError: Reference source not found  sitting in a tree. With some quick moves, MerleneError: Reference source not found  was able to get a good shot or two of the bird. When we tried to move closer, I think the Eagle tired of us and flew off. Very cool!

Oct 3 – We drove up to Elk Creek TrailError: Reference source not found  off the Sullivan Lake RoadError: Reference source not found  near Metaline FallsError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . We hiked the 2 mile round trip hike, Elk Creek Trail. This was a beautiful hike. There was one of the most beautiful water falls, Elk Creek FallsError: Reference source not found , I believe I have seen, along this trail. It was so natural and beautiful. It had the falls, the splattering of water, the foaming of water, it had everything. It was beautiful. During the hike it rained a bit but that did not bother us.

Aug 4- 6
NewportError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Little DiamondError: Reference source not found  ($0) , 30 amp, water at site, sewer available. TV antenna gets 2 channels, Satellite works good.

Walked around the lake which we have done before. We were looking for the moose we had seen before but that did not happen.

Aug 6-8
Coeur D’ AleneError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  ($15), 50 amp, water at site, Sewer at fairgrounds, 14 tv channels, good internet.

We have been here before. This is a nice Elks campground with grassy spots.

We drove to Post FallsError: Reference source not found  and took the Buck KnivesError: Reference source not found  tour. Buck Knives used to be in San DiegoError: Reference source not found  but in 2005 moved to IdahoError: Reference source not found . This was an interesting tour. We bought Merlene a little Buck Knife she could hang on the xmas tree. The number of knives made per day is something around 10 to 12 thousand per day. WOW!

Aug 9 -12
MurryError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

MurryError: Reference source not found  ($0), No water, sewer or electric, no cell. Internet because we were close to the Bedroom Gold Mine Bar and GrillError: Reference source not found  WiFi hot spot!

We did the ‘Molly B DamnedError: Reference source not found ’ show here in Murry. We had a 12x30 spot so we could park the RV  in the spot. We did not even use our canopy, just the canopy on the RV.

This is a great town with folks who have lots of fun during the show. There are 2 bars in town, SpragpoleError: Reference source not found  and the Bedroom Bar and Grill. The latter had a l ot more activity going on. We ate pizza and drank beer there often. They even have some great Karaoke singers there. We had a great time there. The drive to Murry was very nice as it followed the river (Couer D’ Alene?). Our plan was to take this same road back to Wallace and check out some of the places along the river and perhaps camp along the river for a night or 2. On leaving Murry, we took the wrong turn and did not retrace our track and ended up going on a different route. The route was nice and steep but a good drive.

Aug 12 - 15
WallaceError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

Wallace RV ParkError: Reference source not found  ($25), 30 amp, Water, Sewer at site. Internet is good. 

Nice setting against the Nine Mile CreekError: Reference source not found .

We are here for Huckleberry FestivalError: Reference source not found . The park is filled for the weekend and we will have to move to Blue Anchor RV ParkError: Reference source not found  on Friday.

We walked into town and looked around and had some lunch at the 1313 Bar and GrillError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . Food was good and they had some brews from the Wallace BreweryError: Reference source not found . The beer was pretty good.

Paul & Peggy Snively joined us for a couple of days. We had a good time although Paul is really having a hard time breathing and tires easily. Paul needed a front fender tightened up and to do so I had to pull off one of his bay doors on his RV. Paul was sleeping when I started and came out to see his door laying on the ground. His face was priceless as he could not figure out why I had the door off to tighten up a couple of bolts!

The RV park was full for the weekend of the show, so we must move to another park.

Aug 15 – 18
OsburnError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

Blue Anchor RV ParkError: Reference source not found  ($27), 50 Amp, Water and Sewer at site, Internet good (free wifi available), Satellite TV works, Laundry room, and showers.

This is not as nice a setting, up against hwy 90, no creek or river, but it will do since we are working at the show this weekend.

Did catch up on our laundry and then drove over to Wallace to the Sixth Street Melodrama on Sixth streetError: Reference source not found . The play, ‘Mining Madness at the Mill or… A Big Bang for Bunker Hill’ was very good and lots of fun. We had been to a play here a few years ago (2010?) and really enjoyed it, we were as pleased this time as last and it only cost $10 per person.

Friday, we are off to setup and sell at the show!

This Wallace show kind of sucks, its just not a real fun show. I like Wallace, it’s a cute interesting town, but the show is not fun. We did ok but not a fun show.

On our last night at this camp spot, we visited with Mary and her son Jessi Dewey, Paul and Euginia Bozerman. Mary had bought a cople of rings from us and lives in Soap Lake, Washington, Paul and Eugenia live in Georgia. Good cocktail hours fun with them!

Aug 18 – 19
ColvilleError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found , ($0), no hookups.

Yep, back into Washington to get ready fro the Tanaskit show. Before getting into Washington we stopped at an Idaho liquor store and stocked up on hard liquor as it is still expensive in Washington….to funny!

Did some necessary shopping on supplies here at the Wal Mart. To Jim and Cookies tomorrow.

Aug 19 –22
RepublicError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Grigware lake homeError: Reference source not found  ($0), 20 amp, water, no sewer.

Here we are again at the beautiful lake house before we trek on over to TanasketError: Reference source not found  for the show (work).

The RV jacks are not workingError: Reference source not found  and Jim and I spent a day isolating it down to the Control Board. I was able to manually retract one of the jacks that was partially down about an inch or so.

Cookie and Merlene went in to town to help one of Jim & Cookies fiend move some of her stuff to Kettle Falls where her new home is. Her husband recently passed away. Jim and I went to town and had sandwiches at the local bakery, delicious!

As usual when we are at the Grigwares, we ate good, Shrimp tacos/burritos ans of course, cocktails.

Aug 22-23
TanasketError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Chamber of Commerce City RV ParkError: Reference source not found  $20, 30amp, full hookups, good internet, good Sat TV.

We are here for the Garlic FestivalError: Reference source not found  and hanging out here until tomorrow when we can get into the park for set up.

Aug 23-26
TanasketError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found***

History ParkError: Reference source not found  $0, no hookups. Sat TV good, internet good.

We actually parked outside the park, across the street so as not to take up much parking for the Tanasket Garlic FestivalError: Reference source not found .

This was a pretty good show for us. Friday was the best Friday we have ever had. Saturday did not have a very high attendance. I think there were some other things going on that took away from this show. Sunday was very slow as well. All in all we had a very good show here. One of the highest we have done. Might have been a real money maker if there was a higher attendance.

Aug 26 – 28
ColvilleError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found , ($0), no hookups.

Stopped here to visit Neighbor MarkError: Reference source not found !

We met with Mark for lunch at Tony’s just down the street from Wal-Mart. They have pretty good food! Then we drove out to Marks and checked out his place. Its Great! Mark looks good, still loves his animals to the max. Mark seems very happy. We also met his good friends and neighbors Steve and Maggie.

It was a good day, Mark is full of energy!

On our way out of town, destination Metaline FallsError: Reference source not found , we stopped at Crystal FallsError: Reference source not found . This is on Hwy 20. We stopped there and had lunch, walked around a bit and Merlene took lots of pictures. These are great falls with no hike involved. We had stopped here a few years before.

Aug 28 – 30
Metaline FallsError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Seattle City Lights ParkError: Reference source not found , $0, No hookups, no showers, bathrooms on site.

This is a free park that sits right at the Boundary DamError: Reference source not found . It has a great view of the Pend Oreille RiverError: Reference source not found**** and easy access to Pee Wee FallsError: Reference source not found . This year, no fires are allowed but we have seen in previous years that firewood is often provided for free.

On our way to here from ColvilleError: Reference source not found , we somehow took a wrong turn up Alladin RdError: Reference source not found  in Colville. This seems to be the road north one would take to get to the city of BoundaryError: Reference source not found . Fortunately for us there was some road work being done and when we asked if this road would get us to IoneError: Reference source not found , it was confirmed we could get there but probably not a good idea for the RV. So, we had to unhook the car and get turned around whilst watching for semi trucksError: Reference source not found  coming in and out of the work area. No big deal, pretty much went without a hitch. As we always say, some things happen for a reason! On our way back to get to Hwy 20, we see Douglas FallsError: Reference source not found  which is a place we had been wanting to visit but just had not got there. So into Douglas Falls we go! At the Falls is Douglas Falls Grange CampgroundError: Reference source not found  that appears to be free with several sites, no hookups, but it would be a nice place for a future stay! This a no hike to the Douglas Falls. Its right there. It’s a beautiful fall with a suspension bridgeError: Reference source not found  you can walk across. It is good exercise getting to the bridge as it is steep. As usual, MerleneError: Reference source not found  took many pictures and we walked across the bridge and to the top of the falls. Very nice indeed. Off to Boundary DamError: Reference source not found  we go!

We arrived about 2:30 and set up camp, chit chatted with some next door campers Morris and Nancy. Great view of the river which flows north towards Canada then back down to the Columbia River.

Thursday; We took a tour of the Gardner Caves Crawford State Park. It was a good tour but the caves really were not as exciting as some others we have seen.

While waiting for the tour of the Gardner Caves, we took a small hike (1/2 mile) to Canada. You, we hiked into Canada, British Columbia to be exact, that’s how close we are to Canada.

This same day we put the Kyaks into the river and paddled to Pee Wee Falls and beyond. We saw, and were able to kyak into a small cave that had a beavers hut in it. On our way back we beached for a potty break and where we beached we discovered bones such as jaw bones with teeth in them. This place was obviously a kill place for something, perhaps a bear or cougar. It was kind of creepy because there were all kinds of bone parts. We suspected the bones must be from a deer as the jaw was very long.

It was a great Kyak run!

Aug 30 – Sept 2
Metaline FallsError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Fire Station lotError: Reference source not found ; $0, no hook ups

We are here for the Affair on MainstreetError: Reference source not found  fair. Before coming here we went down to Cedar RV ParkError: Reference source not found , dumped and filled with water ($10).

This was a good, fun show for us.

We had good pizza and beer at the 5th Avenue Bar and GrillError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found .

Sept 2 – 3
BurbankError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found
Charbonneau Park CampgroundError: Reference source not found  $6, 50 amp, water and dump station available.

We visited this place on May 7, which was before the park was open for the season. Turns out tomorrow, Sept 3 is the close of the season and the park will be closed for camping. Go figure, but its all about cutbacks.

This is a nice US Army Corps of Engineers park on Lake Sacajewea. We were able to use Merlenes ‘old geeser’ card to get a reduced rate. Since we arrived at the last day of the 3 day weekend, we also got the reduced rate for sites.

We traveled a little over 200 miles south today and it is amazing the difference in the landscape. Here is more desert and dry, very warm while 200 miles north it is very treed and greener. Very interesting!

Sept 3 – 5
RufusError: Reference source not found****, OregonError: Reference source not found 

John Day Dam, Cielo LakeError: Reference source not found , $0, no hook ups.

We took a nice scenic drive down Hwy 14Error: Reference source not found  on the Washington state side along the Columbia RiverError: Reference source not found . The Columbia is a huge river. It always amazes me how large it is. 

We also stopped at the Stonehenge MemorialError: Reference source not found  in MaryhillError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found . This is a very interesting site and is a replica of the famous Stonehenge in Europe (or wherever it is). The town of MaryhillError: Reference source not found  is very cute and has a steeple church built in 1888Error: Reference source not found .

From Maryhill, we cross the bridge into OregonError: Reference source not found  and then head east a bit to a free camp spot right on the Columbia RiverError: Reference source not found .

This is an interesting spot because it is in between two dams, the Dalles DamError: Reference source not found  to the west and the John Day Dam to the east (essentially, we are sitting on the west side of the John Day DamError: Reference source not found , maybe a mile from it). Consequently, this spot is more like a lake than a river. There seems to be no current to speak of. It was fairly windy when we arrived. The next morning it was not as windy. I did finally get into the water and it was nice once you get in. There is a very slight current toward John Day Dam (to the east).

The Columbia river must be at least two miles wide. Many tug boats pushing barges come by our camp spot heading to the Locks at John Day DamError: Reference source not found . We were able to watch as the big door opens and the push boat and barges enterd into the lock. Pretty Cool!

On our return from Maryhill (see below), we drove to the John Day Dam and all along the waterfront are these platformsError: Reference source not found , built by the Indians to fish for Salmon. These platforms have long sticks of the end of the platform that hold the nets to catch the Salmon. Seems the fishermen normally fish at night (don’t know why). The platforms are interesting and some seem like they have been here for some time. We talked with a Washington state representative who was managing a fish tournament and he said the Indians have the right to fish along the river even when the rest of us do not. He also noted that you can camp all along the river from the dam to the west without fee, Indian or not.

We are off to see the Maryhill Museum today!

The Maryhill MuseumError: Reference source not found  is interesting. This was Sam Hills, a wealthy lawyer, home which he built to entertain many people. It is situated on something like 5000 acres. He was really into peace missions. He tried to get people to invest in peacetime missions, tried to get Quakers to move into the area but it just never became succesfull. He was good friends with the Spreckles and others who convinced him to turn the home into a museum.

Sept 5-9
BingenError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Daubenspeck ParkError: Reference source not found , $0, no hook ups

We are here to do the Huckleberry FestivalError: Reference source not found .

This is a slow but good show for us. Great music!

On Thursday, the day we arrived we went to White SalmonError: Reference source not found  and ate at Everybody’s BrewingError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . It was good food and good brew!

We ate lots of Beneventes PizzaError: Reference source not found  during the show.

We also had a great Walking Man Black Cherry Stout beer with a veggie pizza from Soltice CafeError: Reference source not found . It was very good drink and food! This restaurant is moving to Hood RiverError: Reference source not found*****, OregonError: Reference source not found .

Sept 9-11
KaiserError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  $17/day, 50 amp, full hook ups, laundry room, good internet (free wifi if needed).

This is a nice campground set aside from the lodge. Great place to get caught up on business, everything is here.

Hwy 14Error: Reference source not found  travels along the Columbia RiverError: Reference source not found  and is a very nice drive.

On our way here we took a slight diversion up the ALT 141 hwyError: Reference source not found , which is off the 14 Hwy, and stopped to see the Salmon RiverError: Reference source not found . It was a beautiful river with small fall and rapids. Very nice drive. Then turned around and headed back east on the 14 to the toll bridge as there were low bridges west on the 14. So we crossed over to Oregon onto the 84 and it was a nice ride. When we got to Cascade LocksError: Reference source not found , the GPS had us go over “The Bridge of the GodsError: Reference source not found ”, which was yet another toll bridge taking us to WashingtonError: Reference source not found  again! So then we ended up back on the Washington hwy 14Error: Reference source not found  until we hit the 205 and then headed south into OregonError: Reference source not found !

Went to lunch at Sweet Home Thai CuisinError: Reference source not found . This place had great food as well as great service!

Did lots of laundry, sent the HWH jack control board to Indiana to be fixed, and caught up on a few things before we head to Cottage Grove!

Sept 11- 13
Cottage GroveError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found , $5/night, no hookups, good internet, good satellite.

On our way here, off hwy 126 is the Belknap Covered BridgeError: Reference source not found .

The lodge is very close to town and we walked through town. It’s a pretty cute little town.

Visited with Kristi and MattError: Reference source not found  and met Kristi’s oldest brother Jimmy. Kristi and jimmy took us on a tour of 5 covered bridgesError: Reference source not found . I was surprised to see that some had been built in the late 1940’s and early 1950’s. Nice covered bridges that included the following; Centinnial pedestrian Covered BridgeError: Reference source not found , Chambers (RR) Covered BridgeError: Reference source not found , Currin Covered BridgeError: Reference source not found , Dorena Covered BridgeError: Reference source not found , Mosby Creek Covered BridgeError: Reference source not found , and Stewart Covered BridgeError: Reference source not found . We also drove out past the town of DorenaError: Reference source not found  to a waterfall on the Row River??. Beautiful little area worth exploring when we have more time. Had dinner with Kristi, Matt, Jimmy and Jimmy’s granddaughter Andrea at the Bridge CaféError: Reference source not found . We ate an asian stir fry that was very good!

Sept 13 – 15
Umpqua National ForestError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

Bogus Creek CampgroundError: Reference source not found , $7.50 ($15 without Merlenes old golden geezer card), No hookups, no internet

A nice ride south down the 5 Fwy, to exit 135, through WilburError: Reference source not found . Here you drive on Banks roadError: Reference source not found  through a beautiful area with nice homes an beautiful landscape to hwy 138Error: Reference source not found  through GlideError: Reference source not found  and along the Umpqua riverError: Reference source not found .

The problem with this drive is that it is so beautiful you want to stop every spot along the road! The land is beautiful here, kind of the soft small rolling hills well populated with beautiful oaks and pine trees, but with nice openings in the landscape so you are not totally forested.

This time of the year the river is low and especially this year we are told, since they say they have not had a huge runoff. It is beautiful and to us it seems there is a huge amount of water still running down the river.

While we made many photo stops along the hwy, our first real stop was at the Swiftwater BridgeError: Reference source not found  (over the Swiftwater River) day use area at Deadline FallsError: Reference source not found . Here we walked across the bridge and to the falls. Absolutely beautiful falls! We even saw a couple of SteelheadError: Reference source not found  (cousin to the Salmon) try to jump up the falls!

We left the motorhome here and drove to Susan Creek FallsError: Reference source not found  about 4 miles east.

Along the way is Tioga BridgeError: Reference source not found  which is a foot bridge across the Umpqua RiverError: Reference source not found . It is a beautiful wood bridge built in 2012 on beams from a previous bridge that was washed out in 1964. Here, there was a Fly fishermanError: Reference source not found  and we could see two Steelheads just hanging out in the river and we were able to direct the fishermans casts to where the Steelhead were but to no avail, the Steelhead were not interested!

The hike into Susan Creek FallsError: Reference source not found  is a short hike (maybe a mile) into the falls. While the amount of water over the falls was small (but not little and very ample to make it awesome), it is still spectacular and a long fall that drops into a pool of water then drains into yet another pool and down into Susan CreekError: Reference source not found . Here I could not resist and had to take a dip into the lower pool of water. It was chilly but ever so refreshing! I could not get good footing to get into the upper pool so I gave up after a bit. I was getting fairly chilled anyway.

So back to the motorhome and hook up the car and we drive east to Bogus Creek.

So once situated at Bogus Creek campground, on the 14th Saturday, we ventured to:

Fall Creeks FallsError: Reference source not found , which was very nice, worth the hike,

Little FallsError: Reference source not found , very nice and worth the hike,

Steamboat FallsError: Reference source not found  (which did not have enough water to support the fish ladder),

Toketee FallsError: Reference source not found , which was incredibly beautiful. I mean the water flow was better than the picture,

Watson FallsError: Reference source not found , very nice.

Sept 15 - 17
Crater LakeError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

Mazama VillageError: Reference source not found , Full hookups

On the 15th Sunday, we headed to Crater LakeError: Reference source not found  but on the way we stopped at the following water falls:

Whitehorse FallsError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found ; this was beautiful, better than the picture in the brochure. We toured the campground and saw the site #2 was a possible for us for a camp spot.

Clearwater FallsError: Reference source not found ; this was stunning!!!! The start of this fall is from springs from a natural aqua fir of lava. The water is unbelievably clear (hence the name Clearwater Falls).

Warm Springs FallsError: Reference source not found is another beautiful fall. The basalt stripped or grooved hillsided Basalt indicates water must run along those ridges as well. This would be a great fall to see with spring runoff.

Somewhere along going to these falls, we stopped at the Gravel Bin TakeoutError: Reference source not found  on the Umpqua RiverError: Reference source not found** and had lunch ( the RV was parked at maybe Clearwater Falls???). This is a place where people put in and take out their rafts. This was a nice lunch location and virtually no one was there.

Tokettee LakeError: Reference source not found , sometime on this same day, we drove to this lake which was nice and is a dam.

We entered Crater LakeError: Reference source not found  from the north off hwy 230 and got a site. We pretty much drove around the entire rim. Did a few hikes, the Fumaroles or PinnaclesError: Reference source not found  Overlook were very cool. We also did a hike to Vidae FallsError: Reference source not found , Plaikni FallsError: Reference source not found , which was very nice falls. We did also visit the park head quarters and the Steel Visitor CenterError: Reference source not found . We also went to a discussion of the Lodge historyError: Reference source not found  from one of the rangers. Pretty interesting!

Sept 17- 19
Grants PassError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

We stayed at the state park.

Visit with Aunt Barbara, Dedrie, Valery and TroyError: Reference source not found . Troy cooked up some Halibut for Fish tacos…..mmmmmm gooooooddddd!!!!

We also spent a day with Aunt Barbara doing some of the wineries. Good fun!

Sept 19 – 21
MedfordError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found , $0, no hookups, did Redbox for TV entertainment.

We are hanging out here. Went to Eagle PointError: Reference source not found , and checked out the city, we were not that impressed. We did go to Lost Creek Covered BridgeError: Reference source not found  and to Antelope Creek Covered BridgeError: Reference source not found . 

We also drove to JacksonvilleError: Reference source not found , and a couple of covered bridges (McKee BridgeError: Reference source not found  being one of them).

Stopped at Wild Rivers breweryError: Reference source not found  (the brewery is not really here). We had been to the on in Cave JunctionError: Reference source not found , Oregon and Grants Pass, OregonError: Reference source not found  a few years back and we loved there brews. Our tastes have changed; while the brew is ok, we have now moved on to better in our opinion. The menu had Pizza, which we also loved…..we were pretty full and the prices were pretty high so we skipped that as well. Oh well, good memories!

We went to the Rogue CreameryError: Reference source not found  in Central PointError: Reference source not found . Here they make hand made cheeses. They had a video of how they do it but all the workers were gone when we arrived in the late afternoon. We sampled a bunch of cheeses that were all pretty darn good. We bought some jalapeño cheese and some pepper bread. MMMMMMMMMMM goooooooddddd!!!!!

Eagle Point:

Drove over to Eagle PointError: Reference source not found  and checked out the Antelope Creek Covered BridgeError: Reference source not found  across the Little Butte Creek. This covered bridge was built in 1922 and is very nice.

We also stopped at the Butte Creek MillError: Reference source not found . This is an old grist mill still in operation and powered by water of the Butte Creek. This is a cool place, it has lots of old items that they have kept in good shape. Things like old thermometers, tins, glassware, shelving, gears used by the mill. It also supports a store where you can buy all you mill needs. It was very cool.

Jacksonville:

Drove over to JacksonvilleError: Reference source not found  and had lunch at MaclevinsError: Reference source not found . This is a special place. They provide all Gluten free, grass fed meats and vegetables. These are Jewish folks I believe as most of there stuff is Kosher all though they don’t advertise it as Kosher. Jeff Maclevins is the server and is an interesting guy. Penelope, his bride, manages the kitchen although I saw there was a cook. I think they both just direct the cook on how to prepare things. The food was delicious: Merlene had a corned beef Ruben and some cole slaw (no mayo is included) and I had a Rachel (pastrami) sandwiches and sweet potato fries. The food was absolutely delicious and very healthy. I also had a Hebrew Nut Brown BeerError: Reference source not found  which was excellent!

We walked the town after lunch and enjoyed it.

Sept 21 – 23
Mount ShastaError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Lake Siskiyou Camp ResortError: Reference source not found  $30/night, 50 amp, sewer and water at site, internet ok.

This is an ok camp spot but over priced for what you get. We chose this place only because it was convenient to be close to Carrie Ann.

Visited with Grandma SheleyError: Reference source not found , who stayed overnight with us, Carrie AnnError: Reference source not found , CraigError: Reference source not found , DavidError: Reference source not found  CorihannaError: Reference source not found , StephanError: Reference source not found  and CodyError: Reference source not found . It was very fun to see everyone. Grandma arrived just after us and the kids showed up fairly late Saturday.

It is very cool that David, Carrie Anns ‘X’ seems to be part of Carrie Anns family. The weather was a bit wet on Saturday but not to bad. We had to canopies up and had seating and BBQ and stove under them. We were able to keep everyone pretty much out of the RV. We had a good visit and Carrie Ann did her usual sentimental crying episodes, but all was pretty good. 

On Sunday, Craig and Stephan caught some great Brown TroutError: Reference source not found  which they gutted and we cooked up over the fire. Stephan cooked one on the BBQ and I think it was the best!

I think a good time was had by all.

Grandma Sheley left Sunday around 3 or 4 oclock. The kids all stayed until about 10 or 11. We screwed the kids up for school the next day….oh well!!!!!

We were just beside the lake, but we (Merlene and I) did not really venture out to see it.

Sept 23 -25
NicholasError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Mendon LakeError: Reference source not found  $0, 30 amp, good internet, good local tv, water. Sewer available at dump site (some have sewer at site).

This is a typical TT about 20 miles out of SacramentoError: Reference source not found . We drove in to see the State CapitolError: Reference source not found . It is a very nicely done capitol. We had a great knowledgeable tour guide.

After the tour we had pizza at LugiesError: Reference source not found . Merlene had read good reviews but we were not so impressed….No worries, we had a good time!!!!!

Sept 25 – Oct 2
South San FranciscoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found , $10, 20 amp, no water or sewer.

Thursday: We drove into town to the San Francisco Giants AT&T ParkError: Reference source not found  for a tour. This is a nice ball park. The tour guide, Tom, was excellent. This was over an hour and a half of touring.

We had lunch across the street at Pedros CantinaError: Reference source not found . It was ok, nothing to get excited about. 

We met up with JeanaError: Reference source not found  and she took us a tour of the townError: Reference source not found ! We drove by many of the PiersError: Reference source not found  , Fisherman’s WharfError: Reference source not found , through the EmbarcadaroError: Reference source not found , Fort PointError: Reference source not found , stopped at the Art InstituteError: Reference source not found  and saw many students at work, an old exploratory from ItalyError: Reference source not found , or was a copy of the works in Italy, not sure. We stopped and walked around North BeachError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  which is a pretty cool little area with stores, housing, music, bars, pizza joints that are very old and been visited by many famous people. We had a coffee and pecan pie at Café TreistsError: Reference source not found , then walked over to a bar that had live music, met Jeans friend James, sat and had a beer an listened to some good bluesy/bluesed up swing music for a bit.

Checked into tours for 49r’s Candlestick Park and the Oakland A’s ball park. Neither of these are giving tours for the remainder of the year! The 49r’s are soon to have there own park vie Levi’s in San Hose.

On Friday we drove to and through Golden Gate ParkError: Reference source not found  to Lands EndError: Reference source not found . At Lands End, the Cliffs Restaurant (we did not go in) are the Sutro BathsError: Reference source not found . It is a good view of the bay from this point. The information center was closed for inventory (???).

We took a ride over to Haight and Ashbury streetError: Reference source not found  and walked the streets a bit. Then settled in for a brew at Magnolia Gastropub and Brewery on Haight StreetError: Reference source not found . We had a Mar’e Balticum PorterError: Reference source not found  that was very good and smooth.

Grandson NikkError: Reference source not found  called us and was out of school and ready to chill with us. We took a drive over to his place and got a tour. Nice place and looks typical for a bunch of people living in one place. There is musical instruments everywhere and in the garage they have a music room. Nikk looks good and seems to be doing well, financially as well. Nikks girlfriend, LexiError: Reference source not found , came over as well. She has recently moved out as she said she just had to have a break from the constant turmoil!

Nikk, Lexi, and us headed to Beachside Coffee Bar & KitchenError: Reference source not found . They wanted Waffles and Chicken! Merlene and I had a Portebello burger and a side salad. Both were delicious!!! From there we drove to Twin PeaksError: Reference source not found  (just above Jeanas home). Here you get a great view of San Francisco. It is packed with houses and buildings! Unbelievable! Jeana caught up with us at Twin Peaks and visited for a few minutes. We then took Lexi back to Nikks as she needed to do some errands. We then headed back to Jeanas, took a tour of her place, then hopped into her car and off to Redwood CityError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  to watch Jeanas drum instructor play with the Salsa BandError: Reference source not found . It was great music, absolutely great percussions!!!! It was nice here as it was a family outdoor event and people were dancing Salsa style and having fun! We met Jeana’s drum instructor and got to stand stage side!!!

We then heade over to Mission PieError: Reference source not found . This is a little pie shop that includes Pot Pies. Merlene, Nikk and I had a Peanut Curry Pot Pie. It was delicious!!! Jeana had a slice of pear something pie. She said it was very good. Jeana insisted she drive Nikk home so that’s what we did. On our way back to Jeanas she gave us a night tour of some of the area and city. I normally do not care for cities much, but I must say for some reason the area we have been in is interesting and unique and I like it.

On Saturday, Jeana and us took BartError: Reference source not found  into the city and we then walked through San FranciscoError: Reference source not found  city checking out all the shops and buidings. We walked through China TownError: Reference source not found , grabbed the Bart back to North ParkError: Reference source not found , had a wine and beer at a place across from Tony’s, then had Pizza in the North Park at Tony’sError: Reference source not found . Fun day!!!

Sunday: We headed over to Nikks to work on his 1971 Honda TrailbikeError: Reference source not found . We had us a little jam session, Nikk on drumsError: Reference source not found  and me on Nikks Jaguar guitar. Nikk is a very good drummer! Then off to Jeanas for dinnerError: Reference source not found  and to Yoshis. Jeana had a some great eats for dinner, absolutely delicious. Then to Oakland to Yoshi’s which is a restaurant/bar/nightclubError: Reference source not found . We went to the club to see Chuchito ValdesError: Reference source not found  and band. These guys are upbeat jazz guys who are just awesome. Chuchito is a piano man who is unbelievable. His hands move so fast you amost cannot see them! It was beautiful, wonderful, and grand. It was so nice of Jeana to get us tickets and invite us along!

Oct 2- 3
PaicineError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

San BenitoError: Reference source not found  $0 (TT), 30 amp, sewer and water at site. Some TV, Sattellite ok, Internet ok.

We are here for overnight, get caught up on laundry.

Drove in on Hwy 25Error: Reference source not found  which is a scenic drive and is interesting so far.

Oct 3- 7
Santa BarbaraError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Rancho OsoError: Reference source not found  $0, (TT), 30amp, sewer and water at site. TV antenna good (6 channels), satellite good (got San Diego channels) internet good.

This si actually a pretty nice campground but its very dry here.

We continued on Hwy 25Error: Reference source not found . It is a decent road and interesting terrain. As we go further south it seems to get greener but is still very dry compared to what we have seen in Northern California and up. We exited Hwy 25 at G13 which exited us in King City and back onto Hwy 101.

Satorday, October 5: This has not been a great day. We got the news that our good friend Paul Snively passedError: Reference source not found . What a bummer. I know Peggy will miss him the most, but we will surely miss him a lot.

Today, the campground had a display of Stock Dogs, Cattle and SheepError: Reference source not found . This was very interesting. First they displayed how a roundup of cattle (in this case, 3 bulls) would be worked with a horse and a Stock Dog. These Austrailian Kelpie dogs are very smart and it is cool to see how they work. Next they showed how the dog will work sheep and goat. Very cool, they are very smart. Next we had a display of bucking bulls. These are DNA/trained animals that seem to be fairly docile until they are asked to work. It was all very cool, enlightening, and educational.

About 2:30, we drove about 6 miles to Paradise Store and GrillError: Reference source not found . There they had good music from the band ‘The Other Woman’Error: Reference source not found . We listened and danced some. It was good fun! They also had food there and it looked pretty good but we did not have any.

On Sunday, we drove back over to the Pradise Grill and Store and watched several other bands play. All pretty good.

Oct 7 – 9
DowneyError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Elks #2020Error: Reference source not found , 30amp, water at site, no sewer.

This is a strange kind of place. You drive in through a parking lot (used to be owned by the Elks) into a locked grassy area. They give you a key so you can lock the sliding gate behind you! It’s a nice grassy area, a bit noisy as it is in the middle of town.

We are here to visit JoeError: Reference source not found .

Met up with him on Monday late afternoon and went to his place, chatted for a bit then to dinner at Mario’sError: Reference source not found , which we thought was going to be pizza, but it was Purivian Style fish food. It was okay but nothing to get excited about.

Met with Joe for lunch on the 8th at GondolasError: Reference source not found . They had an excellent vegetarian pizza. Joe had a Pastrami Sandwich which he said was very good. Ate lunch went back to Joes and sat around in the back yard chit chatting. It was good.

Oct 9-14
MenifeeError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Wilderness LakesError: Reference source not found , $0 (TT), 30amp, water and sewer at site. Good internet, satellite.

Here to visit family (Sue, Donna, Jeana, DadError: Reference source not found ). As usual Sue is being the best host at her house. We have had a great time visiting and playing a little music. Uncle Gene also came on Saturday as did Dad. It was a good visit.

Dad also came over on Sunday afternoon. It was a good visit.

Oct 14 –
DescansoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

OakzanitaError: Reference source not found  $0 (TT), 30amp, water and sewer at site, good satellite, good internet.

We are here to visit San DiegoError: Reference source not found  family and friends.

Oct 14: First night here we met Larry and Chipper at the Junction CaféError: Reference source not found  in Descanso. They had their granddaughter Ashlyn with them. Good to see Larry and Chipper, what a cutie Ashlyn is!

Oct 15: Over to Larry and Chippers to celebrate Clints 33rd birthdayError: Reference source not found !

Oct 17 – off to get Thermogram on Merlene (yearly check) and to visit with Keith. Merlene checks out good, yeah!!! Visit with Keith was interesting as the new ACA health care plan is going into effect.

Oct 18 – Visit with Gary and GlynnisError: Reference source not found . They are having a bunch of work done to the house, so far it looks great! We had lunch at BriganteenError: Reference source not found  with Gary & Glyniss, then visited with them at their home. Gary looks pretty good but unstable on his feet. Glynnis looks great although she is complaining she is forgetting things (did not notice much of this).

Oct 19 – Off to watch Elizabeth play soccerError: Reference source not found . How Elizabeth has grown! Sat with Steve and BeckyError: Reference source not found . They both look great, Steve looks surprisingly healthy. 

After soccer we went to Wendi’s place and then Wendi and SeanError: Reference source not found  went with us for lunch, then back to their house. It was a good visit!

Oct 20 – David and familyError: Reference source not found  came out and we barbequed and visited. It was a good time!

Oct 21 - Merlene went out with ChipperError: Reference source not found , they had lunch and did some shopping. I hung out doing some little errands around home.

Oct 22 – Went to Gary and Glynnises. Merlene and Glynnis went out togetherError: Reference source not found  for lunch and some shopping. Gary and IError: Reference source not found  hooked up a door bell on the house (had to go to Home Depot), and did a little work on Gary’s sticking vent covers on the RV.

Oct 23 – Met up with Patty & EdError: Reference source not found  for lunch and then hung out at their house for a few hours. Good day!!!

Oct 24 – Met Gary, Glynnis and PamError: Reference source not found  at Starbucks, then over to Mission Trails Park and put Evelyn to restError: Reference source not found , then to Gary and Glynisses, then to Soup PlantationError: Reference source not found  for lunch.

Picked up Mathew and ElizabethError: Reference source not found  from school and went to Boll WeevilError: Reference source not found  in Lakeside, then took them home and visited with Steve, Becky, Earl and RobError: Reference source not found  for a bit. Busy day!

Oct 25 – Off to Dr Nordling. Check up was ok but the doc thinks Merlene should have some small lumpsError: Reference source not found  checked out. Merlene and Thermogram think this is just scar tissue and Merlen does not want a Mamogram.

Met up with Erik and JordanError: Reference source not found  for lunch at Olive GardenError: Reference source not found . Cute couple, Erik seems to be doing well. Good kids, good fun!

Oct 26 – Off to Faiths soccer gameError: Reference source not found . She is really good and fun to watch. Then over to what used to be Pat & Oscars for lunch with Faith, David and Kara. Then off to Mt. Woodson for Katie Green and Aron Beaucus wedding. A glorious event! We stayed overnight at a hotel.

Oct 27 – home for a few hours and did some laundry and chilled out. Then off to Elizabeths soccer gameError: Reference source not found  at 3:45. Elizabeth is very good. She got a pretty good eyebal smack with the ball, looks swollen but she is a trooper and kept on playing.

Then over to Gary and Glynnis’s for dinner. Ron and KitError: Reference source not found  were there and it was a fun evening. Gary looked good but was getting tired.

Oct 28 – off to visit with Wendi and SeanError: Reference source not found  at hospital. Sean is getting surgery for a patch on the inside of his eye.

Oct 29 – Nov 5
QuartziteError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

BLMError: Reference source not found  $0, no hookups, good internet, good satellite.

Met up with Jim and CookieError: Reference source not found  here! Jim cooked a most excellent steak!!

Checking into getting our inverter and converter fixed and solar installed on the RV.

Had to bail on the solar as they do not have any installers for another week!

Bought and inverter and setup for remote and pass thru from Discount Solar.

Nov 5 – 7
Sun CityError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found .

Elks 2559Error: Reference source not found , No hookups but large parking lot with some spaces for RV. This is just next door to Paradise Resort where we stayed a year or so ago where the guy was an idiot backing us in.

Met up with Dave and Penny GrotewoldError: Reference source not found  for a visit. It was fun revisiting the past! It was a blast! Dave is on oxygen and he says his lungs are in very bad shape and even considered a lung transplant! They have 4 children and 4 grandchildren. They are doing ok!

Nov 7 -  9
TempeError: Reference source not found , ArizonaError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found , $25/night, 50Amp, water and sewer at site. TV antenna is great. Internet & cell is very good.

Nov 7 - Met Merlenes cousin DaveError: Reference source not found*** at his home, then drove for lunch at Red, White and Brew RestaurantError: Reference source not found . We had eaten at this restaurant a couple of years ago with Jim and Nancy Tidball. It’s a great place and we had a good visit with cousin Dave.

Nov 8 – Met up with Jim and Nancy TidballError: Reference source not found , Dave and SaraError: Reference source not found , Tony and Marybeth DixonError: Reference source not found  for lunch at Red, White and Brew RestaurantError: Reference source not found, then adjourned to Jim and Nancy’s for a couple of hours. Everyone is doing well and is having a good time. Very good to see them all!

Nov 9 -10
Los CrucesError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found 

Rest StopError: Reference source not found , $0, no hookups.

On Hwy 10, drove to Los Cruces, New Mexico and stayed the night at a rest stop.

Nov 10 – 11
Fort Stocton / San AntonioError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Rest StopError: Reference source not found , $0, no hookups.

Stayed about 50 miles east of Fort Stockton in a rest stop.

Nov 11 – 13
ColumbusError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Colorado RiverError: Reference source not found , (TT), $0, 30Amp, water/sewer at site. Good internet and phone. TV antenna worked one night, then not the next day?

Laundry.

Nov 13 – April 1
AbbevilleError: Reference source not found , LouisianaError: Reference source not found 

Betty’s RV ParkError: Reference source not found , $320 / month, 50amp, Full Hookups

December we went to the “A Tuna ChristmasError: Reference source not found ” play in LafayetteError: Reference source not found*. It was opening night for the actors and that made it even more fun! It was a great play!

Glendas Creole KitchenError: Reference source not found  in Breaux BridgeError: Reference source not found . Went with the whole gang. It was fun but really not that great of food in our opinion.

Went to VillagerError: Reference source not found , RiverfrontError: Reference source not found , Bon CreoleError: Reference source not found , TouchetsError: Reference source not found , Café MuseumError: Reference source not found . Doing lots of odd jobs and taking care of business.

Chapter 2014

Nov 13 – April 1 (continued)

January 4, went to Monica and Cordell’s weddingError: Reference source not found . It was very nice!

Jan 6 - Bon CreoleError: Reference source not found  again, then drove over to Avery IslandError: Reference source not found  to the Tobasco factoryError: Reference source not found . Good fun but its cold here (30 degrees).

Jan 11- To Martin AccordionError: Reference source not found ! Great as always!

Jan 13 To AbshiresError: Reference source not found  in MoeauxError: Reference source not found  (Mo) for lunch. Good food!

Jan 16 – off to play at Crowley nursing homeError: Reference source not found . Then to AbshiresError: Reference source not found  for Kareoke nightError: Reference source not found  which they do every Thursday night! It was a blast, good fun, good company, good singers and dancing and you get a free box meal at the end of the night.

Jan 17 –off to AbshiresError: Reference source not found  for lunch with the Betty’s RV gang. Great food and good prices.

Jan 19 – Calvin and Donna at TouchetsError: Reference source not found  had a party for Betty’s RV group from 1- 5 with the Louisiana Swamp Groove bandError: Reference source not found  and provided Chicken Tetrozini (Calvin calls it 3 tits on a Zebra)Error: Reference source not found .
It was blast, the band was great, food was delicious, and we danced ourselves silly!!!!!!

Oh, and I outbid everyone for a 2cheks shirt ($130)Error: Reference source not found  that Wayne auctioned, but as it turned out I really did not have to pay for it. It was fun though!

Jan 25 – Off to Pop A TopsError: Reference source not found , played with the band at 1:00 and sang some songs without any music sheets. Used my new Peavey rig. All was good!

Jan 30 – Abshires for KareokeError: Reference source not found …..good time with the group. Wayne is the singerError: Reference source not found !

Feb 1 – Went to the Bar at Hotel CazaanError: Reference source not found  (401 6th st.) in MamouError: Reference source not found . This is a great venue from 11-3. They have different band each week. It was great mixture of music from the band Cajun On DemandError: Reference source not found  (COD). Not any French but did have the French flair to it with great rock and roll twist. Great bloody Mary’sError: Reference source not found !

Stopped by and saw Jay and Vickie MeachumError: Reference source not found  and Wayne and SharonError: Reference source not found  at the Lakeside campground near Mamou.

Feb 2 – Had lunch with Jim and Judy Bailey DuhonError: Reference source not found , Jim and Cookie GrigwareError: Reference source not found  at Hai NamError: Reference source not found . Good food, great friends.

Feb 5 –  Lunch at the VillagerError: Reference source not found , to the Crystal Rice factory tourError: Reference source not found  in Crowley. This is a good tour. The tour person gave a good description of how Rice and Crawfish are alternating cropsError: Reference source not found . Also, there is a museum of carsError: Reference source not found  which the owners have collected over the years, and a tour of the house brought in 1964 and has tons of worldly antiques. Interesting place!

Feb 18 – Attended the St. Mary Magdalen ChurchError: Reference source not found  for the Carousel ConcertError: Reference source not found . This included the Acadiana Symphony Chamber OrchestraError: Reference source not found  directed by Maestro Mariusz Smolij. Included in the program was singing from The Voices of St. Mary Magdalen ChoirError: Reference source not found  and the St.Mary Magdolen Childrens ChoirError: Reference source not found . This was a 2 hour program (free) and was very beautiful.

Feb 19 – Off to the city of PattersonError: Reference source not found , Louisiana to the Wedell-Williams Aircraft and Cypress Sawmill MuseumError: Reference source not found s. This was a very cool display of old racing planesError: Reference source not found  in the 1930’s. The display included a film on 3 screens that gave some history of the airplanes and the racing of them and the men and women that created them. The museam also included a room of history regarding the saw millError: Reference source not found  that one of the plane investors owned. Pretty interesting equipment and history. It include a black and white silent filmError: Reference source not found  that described how lumber was managed at the sawmill. Pretty cool!
Then off to Morgan CityError: Reference source not found , Louisiana to Rita MaesError: Reference source not found  resturant for Shrimp Po-Boy and Crab burger. Pretty good stuff!

Then off to Charlie the oil rig tourError: Reference source not found . We have done this before and we think it was as good as last time. The information and tour is great and so very interesting. The guide tells all about history, politics, how the equipment works, etc. It really is very good.

Feb 22 – Off to SavoysError: Reference source not found  in EuniceError: Reference source not found . This is a cool music store that has Cajon jam sessionError: Reference source not found  every Saturday for tha last 46 years. Its always acoustic and it is plainly stated that it is done for the promotion of unexperienced and experienced musicians and they frown upon any show offs. There were some greats there, it trueley was awe inspiring. As I sat in the circle of musicians I could truly sense the greatness in the room. There was a gentleman there that was 95 just playing his guitar and singing the french Cajun music. There were several fidle players, some old some young, upright bass players, lots of acoustic gutar players. It was a great time and a wonderful experience!

Then off to WashingtonError: Reference source not found  to see Geno DelalfoseError: Reference source not found , followed by the Greg Martinez and the Delta Kings bandError: Reference source not found , they were great!

Feb 24 – JeanaError: Reference source not found  arrives at Lafayette airport. Off to AbshiresError: Reference source not found  for lunch then back to Betty’s for a Monday night Potluck.

Feb 25 – Took Jeana to the Tobasco plantError: Reference source not found  on Avery IslandError: Reference source not found . We also toured the Jungle GardenError: Reference source not found . It was a fairly nice day. We saw a couple of small gators.

Feb 26 – Jeana’s birthdayError: Reference source not found ! It was kind of a crummy birthday as Peggy’s motorhome was leaving and her new travel trailer was coming in. All of us, including Jeana, helped uload the motorhome and load up the new trailer. Merlene and all the girls at the park took Peggy out for bloody Mary’s so she did not have to see her motorhome leave. Jeana and I just hung out and about the time we thought we would go for a walk, the new trailer pulled in and we all helped Peggy get set up.

Then we are off to Martin AccordianError: Reference source not found . I think Jeana really enjoyed it!

Feb 27 – Took Jeana on a drive to Intercoastal CityError: Reference source not found , then to Palmeto State ParkError: Reference source not found , and to BankerError: Reference source not found , then to Big JohnsError: Reference source not found  for her first crawfish experienceError: Reference source not found*****! She was a real trooper and did well on those 3lbs of crawfish! We got Jeana a ride in Richard and Lynns big truckError: Reference source not found  (I thought it would be cool) back to Betty’s. Then Happy Hour where we corrupted JeanaError: Reference source not found !

Feb 28 – Kind of hung out at the home until early afternoon and then we went to B&B for our first Drive Thru DaquiriError: Reference source not found . Then off to Betty’s RV first Annual Mardi Gras festivalError: Reference source not found ! We all had a good time dancing to live music by the Midnight Riders!

March 1 – We had a slow start and then off to Touchets. Jeana really enjoyed the Cajun musicError: Reference source not found  and even took her wood blockError: Reference source not found  up to the stage side and played along. Lots of fun!

March 2 – Off to Churchpoint for a Mardi Gras paradeError: Reference source not found ! We all took some breakfast stuff for easy parking at Mis Kates farmError: Reference source not found . The revelers came about and then the floats came by. Jeana and Merlene got tons of beadsError: Reference source not found , and I photographed about 700 pics of Merlene and Jeana. Then we danced to a live band playing Cajun musicError: Reference source not found  and ate food provided by miss Kate. It was a good time.

We took Jeana to the airport but her flight had been cancelledError: Reference source not found ……yeah for us.

March 3 – Jeana and us went to lunch with Lynn and Richard at ShucksError: Reference source not found . Lynn and Richard are leaving tomorrow!

We also drove over to Rip Van Winkle/Jefferson IslandError: Reference source not found  to show Jeana all the spoonville birds but, there were no birds!!!!

March 4 – Fat Tuesday! A terribly cold rainy day! Just hung around the house.

March 5 – Looks like Jeana flys home today. Lots of folks leaving the park today. Then off to the airport to see Jeana off!!!!

March 6 – Did tons of laundry, then hung out just doing some of the maintenance items we needed to do. Then to Abshires for Kareoke nightError: Reference source not found*! Good times!!!

March 7 – off to Abshires for lunchError: Reference source not found …mmmmmm good!!!!!

March 8 – Off to Freds Lounge in MamouError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found , then to Savoys in EunicError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found , then to the Wild Rabbit Cookoff in Beau BridgeError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found , then to Café Museum in ErathError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  to watch Calvin and Donna Touchets induction into the Cajun Living LegendsError: Reference source not found , then to Richards Red BarnError: Reference source not found  to hear live music (no dancing). The music was great, lots of Blues, and some rock. This music was a nice break from all the French Cajun stuff!

March 9 – Went to Abby Players play, “Art”Error: Reference source not found in AbbevilleError: Reference source not found . It was a good play.

March 10 – Today we toured the Federal BuildingError: Reference source not found  in LafayetteError: Reference source not found . This tour was about 3 hours long. We watched judge Hyke accept a guilty plea from a man who had been caught and deported  for crossing the border lines 3 times. This same man had strangled his girlfriend, and had many other problems on his rap sheet. We also went to the judges chambers and had fun discussion with him about him. He was an interesting man.

We then went to one of Betty’s friends, Jerry and Brenda’s homeError: Reference source not found . This was a very distinctive home and they were very proud of it as they should be. It was very elaborate from walls with murials to 24kt gold coffee cups. Very interesting people.

April 1 – getting ready to head out. Had a problem with the two aux power connections (where we plug in the GPS and tire monitor system) and the jacks. The jacks power would not come on. Spent the day trying to figure these out. The aux power was from a blown fuse but what was weird is my meter would show 12 volts until I plugged in a device, then the power went to 3 or 4 volts. In any case, once I found a blown fuse and put in a new one, the aux power problem was corrected.

Spent most of the time on the jacks. Through tracing wires it seemed I was not getting 12 volts to the control board outside. Eventually it became apparent that my problem was actually a grounding issue. After conversation with HWH, I checked the mounting of the jack motor and solonoids and found the platform was loose. After tightning the two bolts underneath which holds the pltform to the frame, problem resolved!

April 3 - left Bettys and heading to Beaumont, Texas.

April 3 –5

BeaumontError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 
Elks Lodge 1133Error: Reference source not found  – Passport America $16.00/ day, Elks, $20.00/day – 50amp (30 amp is $1.00 a day cheaper), sewer and water at site. Good internet location, good TV antenna, Good cell. Park in a grassy area. A lttle noisy during the day from some of the nearby businesses and an occasional train.

Had a good conversation with folks inside the lodge. Very friendly.

This is our stopping point so we can visit Big Thicket Preserve. This is an interesting place. This lodge accepts Passport America! 

Had a good rain, lightning and thunder the first night.

April 4 – headed over to Big Thicket national preserve. There are several parts to this preserve, one of which was supposed to be within a few miles of the Elks lodge. We could not find that part of the preserve but we did drive out to The Turkey Creek Unit which is about 40 miles from the Elks lodge. We drove the 69 (287) to the Kirby Nature TrailError: Reference source not found  off of FM420. This hike is about 2.5 miles. This was a nice hike, very level and the bayou was intersting with some of the biggest Cypress treesError: Reference source not found  we have seen.

We then drove further north to the Sundrew TrailError: Reference source not found** on CR1910 which is also off the 69 (287). This hike is about a 1 mile hike. On this hike we were really looking for the carnivorus Pitcher plantError: Reference source not found . We think we saw them but it must be to early in the season for them to be blooming.

April 5 – 7
LivingstonError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 
Rainbows EndError: Reference source not found  – $21/day ($20 for 30 amp), 50 amp, water and sewer at site. Internet good, TV antenna very bad. Sattelite. This is an Escappes park (still memebers).

From BeaumontError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found , this was about a 65 or 70 mile drive. We came here to meet up with Cindy BottsError: Reference source not found  who is a work friend of Merlenes!

We met up with Cindy and Brad BottsError: Reference source not found  and had a nice evening around a washtub campfire.

April 6 – Rainy day here. We drove out to Lake LivingstonError: Reference source not found  campground, then drove out and around part of the lake. This lake is the second largest lake in TexasError: Reference source not found  (35 miles long). While we were drivng around the lake, we saw the Wet DeckError: Reference source not found  bar and grill which was having a crawfish boil.

We then drove to the town of LivingstonError: Reference source not found . Not much there!

We met up with Cindy and Brad and they drove us to the Wet Deck. We had us 3# of crawfish and a beer and wineError: Reference source not found . Then drove over to the Livingston State parkError: Reference source not found  and toured the campground. It’s a pretty nice campground.

April 7 – 9
College StationError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 
Holiday RV ParkError: Reference source not found  -$35/day, 50 amp, water/sewer at site, concrete pad, cable tv. This is a costly place right off the freeway. Not a place we would normally stay but we are here to visit John and Sharon HintonError: Reference source not found  (who we met at Betty’s). This park wanted $45/night and we were walking away and they settled for $35. Still high, but we figure we can visit a bit.

Visited with John and SharonError: Reference source not found  a bit for cocktail hour, then headed off to dinner at Los CucosError: Reference source not found . Based on John and Sharons reccomendations, we split a Guacomolos Fish plate (or something like that). It was good we split itbecause it’s a huge plate and very delicious, and very reasonable!

April 8 – John and SharonError: Reference source not found  showed us around the area (they lived in the area for 30 years), including the town of BryanError: Reference source not found** (just next to College StationError: Reference source not found ). We walked the streets of town, this is an old town being restored and developed. It has a great music storeError: Reference source not found . Many of the resturants and pubs were closed because the water had been shut off for the day for some work to be done on the system.

John and Sharon drove us to Texas A&MError: Reference source not found  (agriculture and mechanical) and gave us a tour of the campus. John worked as the IT guy on campus and had access to most areas on campus including the incredible exercise facilities. The school was started in 1876 and until the 1960’s it was an all male school. It was also home to the military for many years. There are some very cool older buildings on campus, and many newer buildings. John was explaining that musch of the enhancements are results of grants, tuitions, but also that Texas A&M owns a lot of land throughout the state and make revenues in excess of 1 billion dollars a year. It is an amazing campus.

It provided us a great walk today as well although it was windy!!!

Then off to Happy Hour for a few beers and chips, then to dinner at Blue BakerError: Reference source not found . TheNepol Pizza was delicious!

April 9 -11
DallasError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 
Elks Lodge # 70Error: Reference source not found  –  $15/night, 50amp, water, no sewer. Concrete pad, good internet

Beautiful day for driving (would be better for hanging out). We arrived about 2:00 and went for some groceries. The wind has picked up again and I seem to be getting allergies (yesterday was very windy), runny nose!

April 10 – We did the tour of the George W. Bush Presidential LibraryError: Reference source not found  in Dallas on SMU drive which is just across from SMU (Southern Methodist Univiersity). The library was just 7 miles from the Elks lodge. It is a good library, lots of info and things to see. We arrived about 10:00 and left about 1:30.

We then went for lunch at the Twisted Root Burger CompanyError: Reference source not found . This was an interesting place, near the SMU college. We had a buffalo burger and a black bean burger with a beer chaser. The black bean burger was pretty darn good. The buffalo burger was so, so. The establisment was kind of interesting in that it seemed it was once a garage for auto repair and the office is where you order and the garage has the bar and dinning tables.

We drove around the SMU campusError: Reference source not found . We were going to walk for a bit but could find no parking spaces.

April 11 – 13
BridgeportError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 
Bay LandingError: Reference source not found , TT $6.00, 50amp, water/sewer at sight, TV antenna ok, internet ok.
On our way here, we passed the Texas SpeedwayError: Reference source not found . It is very large!

This is a nice campground. Like all lakes, this lake is very low and it may be that you used to be able to see the water from our site, not so these days.

We did laundry, hair coloring, etc.. It seems the weather is going to possibly get very crummy here, even possible tornado so we are heading out in the morning. We are going west as it seems the weather is not as severe.

April 13 – 14
PostError: Reference source not found , TexasError: Reference source not found 

Post View RVError: Reference source not found  - PPA $18, 50 amp, water/sewer at sight.

We drove about 230 miles today (hwy 380) in effort to get out of possible harms way in regards to weather. There was a possibility of tornadoes, freezing cold weather and hail, so we boogied on out. We did get some rain but the farther west we went the better the weather got until we finally had blue (Texas dull blue) sky. It is certainly noticeable when entering west Texas from East Texas, the terrain really changes to a much dryer, deserty look (2000 ft + elevation). We had side wind all the way here. While it was not enough that I felt unsafe, it did cause for a rough ride and I was glad to be done driving.

On our way here, we were about a mile or two away from something ahead of us and it looked like it was big cow or bull. Sure enough, it was a huge metal bullError: Reference source not found  sitting beside the road on farm land. Very Cool!

April 14 – 15
Santa RosaError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found 

Valero Truck stopError: Reference source not found  – $0, no hookups. Using the inverter, got a few tv channels.

I parked parallel to a dirt field. I should have parked perpendicular. By morning we were boxed in with big trucks and we felt bad because the way I parked probably 5 more or so trucks could have parked in the lot. Live and learn!

We drove about 230 miles today.

We went to the Blue HoleError: Reference source not found . This is a natural spring that produces 3000 gallons/minute of water. The hole is very deep and apparently is a catechism of different shafts. Divers use this hole for training. Some artists have put some big balloon type objects in the water as art décor (whatever). It is very interesting.

April 15 – 19
TijerasError: Reference source not found , New MexicoError: Reference source not found  

Hidden Valley RV ResortError: Reference source not found : - RPI $13.00 ($10 + 3.00 for 50amp), 50 amp, water/sewer at site. Good internet, good tv. Elevation is about 62000 ft.

We drove just over 100 miles today. As we were driving in we saw small patches of snow along hwy 40…..did not give us a warm fuzzy! But, the weather is good, the nights are cool and the days are warm enough (70-80 deg.) and the wind is not bad (thank goodness).

April 15: We toured Old Town in AlbequrqueError: Reference source not found . This is similar to Old Town in San Diego. It was very nice weather and felt good to walk about.

We drove to Nob HillError: Reference source not found . This is a great eclectic place. We really enjoyed the energy here and the kind of offbeat places here. We ended up in the Tractor BreweryError: Reference source not found . They had some pretty good beers there. Then we headed off for dinner at B2B BistronomyError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  which is a Brewery and Restaurant. We had grass fed burgers and good B2B homemade beers. Good Beer and good food.

April 16: Took the Turquoise TrailError: Reference source not found  (about 50 miles) on hwy 14 to Santa FeError: Reference source not found . First stop was Cedar CrestError: Reference source not found  area. We checked out the campground. It looked like a possible next time through. As with all these stops, lots of little shops and food. We got a bit of an early start so many of the stores were not yet open (even though they said open). We did not drive to Sandia PeakError: Reference source not found  as we were concerned about the elevation. We saw the Henderson store in GoldenError: Reference source not found , however, it was closed as we passed in the morning and again as we passed in the evening. MadridError: Reference source not found  had a lot of stores and we walked the streets checking them out. We ended up going to the Mine Shaft TavernError: Reference source not found  for some lunch and a beer. At this food establishment, they offered Wagyu beef burgersError: Reference source not found . This meat is supposed to be the premium of beef, and its all natural. We split a burger (getting our B12) and it was very good and plenty big. We had a couple of beers that went along nicely.

Then off to CerrillosError: Reference source not found . There is not much in this town although our pamphlet indicated there was. We saw a petting zoo which was somehow connected to a museum. The area itself was interesting in regards to property and housing. There was not much going on in San MarcosError: Reference source not found  and Lone ButteError: Reference source not found  so we drove on into Santa FeError: Reference source not found  . We walked the town of Santa Fe which is very much like old town but more of it. We went to the New Mexico capitolError: Reference source not found  (Santa Fe) and did a self guided tour (that’s all they offer). This capitol is different than any of the other capitols we have seen. It is not near as dramatic as the other capitols we have been to. There was no security at all. The legislatures meet 30 days in even years and 60 days in odd years (may have that backwards). So, regardless, the capitol seems a bit senseless when it is only used 90 days in two years. In all fairness, there were a few people in some offices, not legislators, but helpers.

On our way back home, just on the outskirts of Santa Fe was Santa Fe Brewing CompanyError: Reference source not found ….yep, we had a couple of beers, bought Merlene a shirt, and Katies new baby a little pint outfit. It was pretty good beer: I had a porter and Merlene had  the Java StoutError: Reference source not found . She liked that we bought a 6 pack which only comes in cans.

April 17: Off to see Petroglyphs at Petroglyph National MonumentError: Reference source not found . I got my old geesers card at the visitor center. These were short little hikes at Boca Negra CanyonError: Reference source not found .  This was pretty cool to see the scribings and what they might mean. We did not hike the Peidras Marcadas Canyon.

We then headed out for lunch at Chama River BreweryError: Reference source not found  which is another brewery with food. Beer was ok but not as good as Santa Fe Brews. We stayed away from the Kolbe burgers (they are supposed to be of the same value as the Waygu) as we felt we had had enough beef for a while. We got a talapia plate and a veggie sandwich plate. Both were okay.

Decided to head home and make a plan for our departure tomorrow. Easter weekend is here and we did not plan well!

April 19 -22
AlamosaError: Reference source not found , ColoradoError: Reference source not found 

Camp ChapmanError: Reference source not found  - $0, Dry Camp

Met up with Jim and Bobby ChapmanError: Reference source not found  and stayed at there lot in Alamosa. Bobby and Jim are great hosts. They took us all around and its really a great little area. Elevation is a little over 75000 ft. Merlene seems to be doing okay.

Alamosa is in a little valley that sits between the Sangre De Cristo and San Juan Mountains, all part of the Rockies.

The Rio Grand riverError: Reference source not found , which is fairly predominate in this area is fairly deep and wide and fast flowing here.

Bobby & Jim treated us to dinner at El CharroError: Reference source not found  in town. Great Mexican food! We also stopped at the San Luis BrewingError: Reference source not found  company and had a beer. Pretty good stuff!

April 20 – Easter Sunday! Bobby & Jim took us to Campus CaféError: Reference source not found  for breakfast. This is another great place that had a egg (covered with green chili sauce), toast, hash brown potatoes, coffee for $4.25 and it was absolutely delicious! 

We drove up to a little over 82000 ft elevation in the Sangre De Cristo MountainsError: Reference source not found  to the Great Sand DunesError: Reference source not found . The tallest dunes are about 720 feet tall (that’s on top the already at 82000+ft). So to picture this is the Sangre De Cristo Mountains, fore fronted by the Great San Dunes, fore fronted by the Medone RiverError: Reference source not found . This is a beautiful sight!

The Medone River is very shallow, fairly wide, and has a pretty good flow rate. This river is created by snow melt and normally the water just seeps through the sand and ground unnoticeable, but a certain times of the year when the snow melt runoff is enough, the water actually seeps up to the top of the ground. This is a very cool place.

Bobby and Jim had prepared Easter dinnerError: Reference source not found , ham, beans, potatoes and bread rolls which were and absolute delight!

April 21 - Bobby & Jim drove us up to the San Juan MountainsError: Reference source not found  to campgrounds in South ForkError: Reference source not found  where we met some friends of Bobby and Jims, Rich and Terri, who are camp hosting at the South Fork camp ground in South Fork. The Rio Grand river runs along side the camp ground. It is a very nice camp ground with no hookups.

We intended to have lunch at a brewery/pizza joint in South Fork but its Monday and they do not open until 4:00. Had lunch at BoogersError: Reference source not found …..not bad.

We stopped at several stores and picked up grass fed meats. They also had a music store in town that was great!

April 22 –23
Colorado SpringsError: Reference source not found , ColoradoError: Reference source not found 

Elks 309Error: Reference source not found  - $15, water/sewer at sight, dump at lodge, tv good, internet good.

United States Air Force AcademyError: Reference source not found  – This was an interesting place where you could tour some of the the training base. First stop is the huge display of the B52 plane. This thing is huge and very cool to look over. You only see the outside but that’s pretty spectacular. Cadet Field and Falcon Training center is fairly interesting. You can see a museum type setting with description and film of what training goes on here. The Visitor center and the Chapel are interesting; they have here chapels, Protestant being the largest, Jewish and  Buddhism being smaller. Very interesting chapels. Falcon Stadium is also cool but we could not get really close but it seems to be a huge attraction when games are played!

April  23– 28
WestminsterError: Reference source not found , ColoradoError: Reference source not found 

Elks 2227Error: Reference source not found , $18/night, 30 amp, water/sewer at sight. Good internet, good TV.

April 23 – Drove into DenverError: Reference source not found  to the Molly BrownError: Reference source not found  tour. This was an interesting tour of Margaret Browns home and some of her personal life. It is interesting that while this is called the Molly Brown Museum, Margaret Brown was never called Molly Brown.

This was an interesting tour and I (Dan) found this lady so interesting I bought a recommended book about her life that I shall read.

After the tour we stopped in at CB & Potts Restaurant and BreweryError: Reference source not found . The food a brew was good…service, not so much.

April 24 – Toured the capitol.Error: Reference source not found  This building, while the outside looked similar to other capitol buildings we have been to, the inside is much more compartmentalized. It is a beautiful building. Legislators were in the last of their 120 day a year assembly and so there was a lot of people in the building, mostly standing and talking in the halls (it seemed). We have never seen a capitol in operation before, that is, with legislators in operation. It was a pretty good tour. Spectacular building.

Off to Pints PubError: Reference source not found  for lunch. This is also brewery…imagine that. We both had grass fed burgers that were very good. The beers we had were also very good!

Toured the Denver MintError: Reference source not found . This is a great tour of the building. There is a good description of what goes on in the Mint.

April 25 – Toured the Coors FieldError: Reference source not found . This is where the Colorado Rockies play home games. This is a pretty nice park but not at the top of our list.

Also toured the Sports Authority FieldError: Reference source not found  (Mile High stadium) where the Denver Broncos call home. This was a good tour and a pretty nice ball park. The outside was interesting but the inside was ok. You could not go on the field!

We also stopped at the Breckenridge BreweryError: Reference source not found  and had Fish and Chips with a couple of beers (Ophelia and Lager). The food was good and the beer was good as well!

April 26 – Toured the Coors brewery in Golden ColoradoError: Reference source not found . This is a good tour and they provide three tasting drinks (about 10 ounces of beer per drink). We both enjoyed the Batch 19 beer. They had, Coors, Coors lite, Killian Red, Blue Moon, and Batch 19. Note: Coors and Miller merged in 2008, so they are now called MillerCoors.

We were able to leave the car in the Coors parking lot and walk the town.

We hit Anthonys  Pizza HouseError: Reference source not found  for lunch and they had the Colorado Native beer that was not being pored at Coors. The Pizza was decent and I did not like the beer so much as it had bitterness to it.

We tried the following breweries as we walked the town:

Mountain ToadError: Reference source not found  – while most the beers here were to high in IBV for me, Merlene enjoyed the beer she had. This was a great place and it was fun watching the bar tenders work. They were like well oiled machines as groups of people would come in. They did not have there own food but there was a patio with food trucks with good looking food available for purchase.

Barrels and Bottles BreweryError: Reference source not found : here we enjoyed a porter and lager. Both were pretty good and smooth, mine being the higher IBU was not that good for me. Merlene had a higher IBU and enjoyed it!

April 27 – Sunday; took a down day to ready for travel tomorrow, however, weather, especially wind is not looking to good for a few days. Looks like we are in the best place we can be at the moment so we will wait the weather out.

May 1 – 2
Rest stop on I25Error: Reference source not found  $0, no hookups, good internet and TV.

Took off early morning to try and beat the wind.

Stopped at Cheyenne, WyomingError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  and had the great tour of the CapitolError: Reference source not found . There is no security to speak of in this capitol although the state troopers have an area that they hang out in.

In my opinion, this is one of the best capitols we have seen. It is majestic as all the rest, but much more conservative. It really makes more sense. There was a lady there who was giving a family member a tour and we were very fortunate to have the opportunity to join in as the regular tours are self guided. This lady was able to take us to the highest level and to the dome of the capitol. It was very, very cool!

.

May 2 – 3
BozemanError: Reference source not found , MontanaError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  : $0, no hookups, good TV, good internet.

Drove through the little town of BuffaloError: Reference source not found  on the way. Cute town but we were a bit early (8:00 am) to walk the town.

Drove into HardinError: Reference source not found , MontanaError: Reference source not found  to the visitor center/museum. This is a very cool visitor’s center that has lots of old buildings, tractors, farm equipment, and autos.

Then drove into BozemanError: Reference source not found , MontanaError: Reference source not found  (400 mile day). Stayed at Walmart. 

On our exit from Walmart I clipped a curb which apparently screwed up the back rock guard, breaking a weld on one of the bars on the guard.

The check engine light on the RV came on about 50 miles before we got here…no apparent problem.

May 3 - 6
ButteError: Reference source not found , MontanaError: Reference source not found 

2 Bar Lazy H RV ParkError: Reference source not found  - $30/night, 50amp, water/sewer at site, free wifi.

Met Jim and Nancy TidballError: Reference source not found**** here. Having a great time. This park is just down hwy 15 from uptown ButteError: Reference source not found  which is a great little town lots of brewery’s, distillery, eats, old buildings and old signs and well preserved!

We came in on a Saturday close to noon. Will not be able to get the RV anywhere for the check engine light until Monday. Called a Napa place on Monday morning, can’t get in until Tuesday morning.

Before dinner, Jim and Nancy give us a tour of ‘uptown’ which was a fantastic mining area up until about 1976. The area is covered with ‘HeadframesError: Reference source not found ’. Now they have dug out a bunch of mines and made a huge pit from which they mine. Mining produced copper ore. Then we head out to Quarry BreweryError: Reference source not found  to taste up some of the local brews. They were pretty good! Jim and Nancy bought the round! This is a great place you walk down below the street level. They have no food and its actually a small place that makes there own brews. It was a cool place and good brew! Then off to dinner.

Sparky’s GarageError: Reference source not found  is a great food venue and atmosphere that specializes in BBQ. The food was great and especially with good company like Jim and Nancy Tidball. Sparkys GarageError: Reference source not found  also sported some of the local beer brews on tap.

Then over to Jim and Nancy’s for a night cap….great day with good friends.

On Sunday, up and at em on the RV rock guard. Had to drive into lower ButteError: Reference source not found  which is the newer area to get some parts. Lower Butte has a Walmart and many other stores, but lower Butte is a great little part of town with the old buildings signs and action!

About 3:00 we are all off to the ‘Headframes SpiritsError: Reference source not found ’. This is a whiskey/bourbon distillery and is under the guidelines as such. In other words, it is a tasting bar, you could have 2 drinks (2 ounce shots) and purchase 2 bottles max. This made it tough as we really enjoyed everything we tried. We then discovered you could ask for a small taste of the spirits and they would provide those without causing any problems. We tried whiskeys, bourbons, Vodka, and GinError: Reference source not found . All were very good (we purchased a bottle of bourbon). Then off to Metals Sports Bar and GrillError: Reference source not found . This was a fun place as well and had good food and beer on tap (local as well).

As we were leaving Metals Sports Bar and Grill, just across the street we heard live music, so we went to the Party PalaceError: Reference source not found  to check it out. This was a great bar! There really were not very many people in it. The band just went on their break and we asked when they were playing again and they said, “right now!” This bar is a cash only place with cans and bottles only (no draft). Cans and bottles were inexpensive. The first round was $12 dollars for 2 glasses of Chardonnay and 2 beers. The music was absolutely great! Good rock and roll with an occasional country song and blues upon request. If I remember correctly the band was maybe, Ken Rich BandError: Reference source not found . The band leaders name was Ken. The four of us had a great time dancing and really enjoying the music! Another late night and grand day!

On Monday, we took off and drove around town looking at sites and had lunch at a little café in uptown Butte. Shopped at the local uptown Hennessey’s grocery storeError: Reference source not found***. Met up with Jim and Nancy for a drink at Metals DistilleryError: Reference source not found , then off to Cinco De Mayo dinner at Fiesta En Jalisco Mexican restaurantError: Reference source not found . Food was okay, nothing to rave about.

May 6 – 7
Parking area off highway 90.

Tuesday, May 6, off to Napa garage to see if they can read a code from the computer on the RV in regards to the service engine light. No good however, no code was read. RV seems to be running fine so off toward Missoula. Our original plan was to head to Yellowstone, but the weather just is not good so we have changed plans.

We stopped in HelenaError: Reference source not found  had lunch at Steves CaféError: Reference source not found  near the capitol. Very good breakfast food. Then off to see the Montana CapitolError: Reference source not found*****! This is a very different kind of layout than we have seen at other capitols. It is very well done, pretty glamoruous and interesting. Great Dome lighting and an arbour type tiffany glass overhead. Very cool. Montana was accepted as a state in 1899. There is kind of a cool story to this: Montana had applied to be in the union a couple of years before 1899, however, the congress was in such even displacement, they did not want a new state to come on board for fear it would upset the congress majority!

On our way towards MissoulaError: Reference source not found , the RV was having problems. It is not running well at all.

May 7 – 8
MissoulaError: Reference source not found , MontanaError: Reference source not found 

Merlene’s birthdayError: Reference source not found !!!!!!

Big Sky BreweryError: Reference source not found , Harvest Host, $0, no hookups, good TV and internet

Had the 4 tasters at the Brewery, which is the home of Moose Drool beerError: Reference source not found , then off to town for tasting at other brewerys!!!!

We stopped at the Smoke Jumper schoolError: Reference source not found . They did not have the regularly scheduled tours but we were able to get into some kind of tour that was catering to experienced fire fighters who were having a conference somewhere in town. We only caught about the last 20 minutes, but is was great. We also got to see some trainees jumping out of a plane. The trainees usually have about 6 years of fire fighting experience and come here to learn how to parachute jump into a fire area.

Flathead Lake BrewingError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found : Here we had a brew and food; an excellent Kobe burger. It was a good one because you did not feel all gorged up! This place has 3 levels, all entertaining different themes. We ate on the 3rd level which had a nice view, and a trivia game, if you so desired. The brew and food was very good!

Tamarack Alehouse and GrillError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found : This was a great place with a great Clapton’s Cream StoutError: Reference source not found . The Rack Flatbread dish was also very good!

Kettlehouse Brewing CompanyError: Reference source not found : Here they had pretty good brews, and a great T shirt for Nick in regards to Hemp Ale. Like the Headframes Distillary in Butte, MontanaError: Reference source not found , you could only have 3 drinks. We only had one but it was a cool place! 

May 8 – 15
Coeure D AleneError: Reference source not found , IdahoError: Reference source not found 

Elks 1254Error: Reference source not found  $18.00, 50 amp, water, no sewer (Dalton st).

Our plan was to overnight here, however, the RV was starving for power when we got off the highway. It was strange because it had run great all the way here. Anyway, we are stuck here waiting for a mechanic to become available.

Went to Wildcat PizzaError: Reference source not found  a couple of times (the second was because we received a free pizza from the first time).

We visited Paragon BreweryError: Reference source not found . This turned out to be a brewery that was not yet brewing there own stuff! We had a beer there but it was not that good as it left that bitter taste in the mouth. We did have some Porter soaked roasted brussell sproutsError: Reference source not found  that were pretty good!

We visited Trickster BreweryError: Reference source not found******. It is in a fairly isolated but in a business complex. We did not like the beer here as it left that bitter taste in the mouth.

We visited down town Coeur d’ Alene and walked the city. Along the way there is this moose Mudgy and his pal MillieError: Reference source not found . At different locations (maybe 5), you would see the moose and his pal. They were kind of cute. Lots of work going on in the town by the water side. It was a good hike through the town, then, we had lunch on the water front at picnic tables. On this walk we saw that there was a hiking trail called Tubbs HillError: Reference source not found . We hiked Tubbs Hill the following day after another picnic at the water side of the lake.

Breakfast NookError: Reference source not found : we had breakfast here after dropping the RV off at Russ Cooks AutomotiveError: Reference source not found  (904 N. 3rd St 208 667-0957) Turns out the O2 sensors are reading badly on the RV so they replaced those.

May 15 – 16
Spokane ValleyError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0, no hookups.

We stopped here only so that we could go check out Twelve String BreweryError: Reference source not found . This brewery was started by a 12 string guitar player. All his brews are named after guitar parts, such as frets, necks, strings (i.e.: Gstring Blonde). The Beer was ok.

Stopped at Burts Music storeError: Reference source not found  bought strings…Another music store that was playing religious rants very loud!

May 16 – 18
QuincyError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Crescent BarError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30amp, water and sewer at site. No TV antenna, Satellite good, internet good.

We took hwy 28Error: Reference source not found  to get to our destination and our way, we drove off road a bit to Summer FallsError: Reference source not found . I am marking this as Coulee City but I am not really sure what city claims these falls, but they are off the 155 and near Coulee CityError: Reference source not found  and Dry FallsError: Reference source not found  and atop Pinto DamError: Reference source not found .This is a ‘seasonal’ natural water fall. It is seasonal because the water is dam’d at Banks LakeError: Reference source not found  (Dry Falls dam?). The water is flowing March through October during irrigation season. It is a nice fall, fairly large and wide flow with a 165 foot drop distance, dropping into Billy Clapp LakeError: Reference source not found . Adjoining the falls is a nice little day park.

May 18 – 19
EphrataError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found  

WalmartError: Reference source not found  $0, no hookups, internet ok, limited TV, Sat ok.

Met up with Jim and CookieError: Reference source not found  as they traverse to the home in Republic. They cooked us up some great shrimp spaghettiError: Reference source not found  for dinner! Before dinner we sat and had cocktails. It was a great visit, very good to see them.

May 19 – 20
ChelanError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Mill Pond CasinoError: Reference source not found** $0, 50amp, no hookups, Satellite, No TV antenna, Internet ok.

Here, they give you a $10 voucher and ask that you spend $20 per day gambling while using the parking and electric, but they are just asking that you do that.

We drove to the city of MansonError: Reference source not found  to the Chelan BreweryError: Reference source not found  and had a couple of brews. They were pretty good. I had a burger for less than $6.00 and it was great. Then went to Troys PizzaError: Reference source not found  and had a Vegetarian Pizza and a couple of brews, all pretty good!

May 20 – 21
MonroeError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Thunderbird ResortError: Reference source not found  – (TT) $0, 50amp, water and electric at site, no sewer (we chose to go to the river side which ahs no sewer). Internet good, no TV antenna, No sat.

This was an overnighter on route to La ConnerError: Reference source not found , Washington.

We drove over to SnohomishError: Reference source not found  to Freds Bar and GrillError: Reference source not found . This was a place that Jay and Vicki Meachum owned for many years. We had ourselves a brew and walked the town. Cute town.

We drove over here on Hwy 2Error: Reference source not found . It is a beautiful drive. We stopped at Deception FallsError: Reference source not found  and took some pictures. This is a nice water fall and has some hike trails around it but they trail was pretty much closed off by high fast, cold, running water. There was a huge amount of water coming from the upper falls and down into the lower falls.

May 21 – Jun 11
La ConnerError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

La Conner RVError: Reference source not found  – (TT) $0, 30amp, water/sewer at site, poor internet, poor TV, no sat.

Thursday we met up with Christi, Sabin, and ThomasError: Reference source not found  at Sabins work and took a walk with them. After our walk, Christi and us went to Skookum BreweryError: Reference source not found  in ArlingtonError: Reference source not found  and had a brew. We then drove over to Boston’sError: Reference source not found  in Smokey Point, had an Irish Death brewError: Reference source not found  and Pizza (excellent service and food).

Friday, while sitting out enjoying the sun, we got to talking to our neighbors who were going to listen to blues music at Rockfish BreweryError: Reference source not found  in AnacortesError: Reference source not found . We had not heard of this but decided we should go. When we got there met up with the neighbors, James and Katy JangError: Reference source not found , who had us join them at their table. It was a fun night, some good music! There was no dancing area but the Rockfish Porter, Stout and Pizza were goodError: Reference source not found !

Saturday, weather is ok but not great, so we drive into La ConnerError: Reference source not found  and toured the town, then stopped and had a Porter and a Dopplebock at La Conner BreweryError: Reference source not found . Both were pretty good. La Conner brewery is pretty much locally distributed. The thing that is starting to be big is store growler filling. So, the need to distribute bottles/cans is not so big as Growlers are the “in” thing.

We then drove to AnacortesError: Reference source not found  to Deception DistillingError: Reference source not found . Here we tasted a couple of Vodkas, Gin and and Apple Pie MoonshineError: Reference source not found******. They were all very good, not as good as HeadframesError: Reference source not found  (which had an excellent and smooth Vodka and Gin), but very good!

We were going to head to a music venue, but it turned out it was a ferry ride over to an Guemas Island (5 minute ride), but we had the Kayaks on the car and decided against it. We will try it another day.

Sunday, we moved camp spots to site 288 which gets a bit more light. In the early evening about 4:30, we headed over to EdisonError: Reference source not found  (BowError: Reference source not found  on the GPS) to the Edison InnError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . The band “The New IberiansError: Reference source not found ” played there. Great band that consists of an Accordian (small piano type), Scrub board, bass, keyboards, drums, guitar. The accordion player did vocals. The Scrub board player actually used an old smaller wash board that you see all over the place. He had cowbells attached to it as well. It was pretty cool. The band played pretty much rock/blues 12 bar blues progressions, every once in a while had a cajon flair. They would stretch the songs out with great leads by the accordion, electric guitar, keyboard and sometime the scrub board. We talked with the band leader (did not get his name) and asked how they got the name of the band. He said “We went to New Iberia in Louisiana and liked the town so we named the band after the town!” Very cool stuff!

The diner itself has a large number of draft beers, quality food, dancing, and general good atmosphere. We had a Veggie burger we split and it was very good. They charged us .$50 for the split but the proportions of salad seem to be rather large.

Wednesday (5/28), we went to Jericho’s Award of ExcellenceError: Reference source not found  program. Jericho received his excellence award in Engineering. This was a long program that started about 7:00 pm and ended at 9:00pm. It was good to see him be rewarded for his efforts.

Friday (May 30): This was an absolutely beautiful day. The sun is out, the sky is clear, and there is even some warmth! This is one of the days that make Western Washington one of the most beautiful. Its all the drizzilly rain, then the sun comes out and…WOW!
Today we drove to Mt. Erie ParkError: Reference source not found . Here, at about 900 feet above sea level, are some great views that include the bays such as Fidalgo BayError: Reference source not found , Burrows BayError: Reference source not found , Similk BayError: Reference source not found , and Skagit BayError: Reference source not found . From here you can also see many of the lakes such as Lake CampbellError: Reference source not found , Lake ErieError: Reference source not found , and Pass LakeError: Reference source not found . and the Sound, cities, and everything else. There are some hiking trailsError: Reference source not found , but most were back into the trees and most likely ended up where we were, so we opted to stay in the Sun!

We then drove to Washington Park. Washington ParkError: Reference source not found  is situated on the North West point of AntacortesError: Reference source not found . On our way to this point, we passed some of the lakes we saw from Mt. Erie Park This is a great place with a scenic road and trailsError: Reference source not found  to hike on. We probably hiked 3 or 4 miles on off road and on road trails. The sites were great overlooking Sunset BeachError: Reference source not found , Green PointError: Reference source not found , West BeachError: Reference source not found , Rosariao StraightError: Reference source not found , Juniper PointError: Reference source not found , Burrows ChannelError: Reference source not found , Burrows IslandError: Reference source not found , the San Juan IslandsError: Reference source not found . Much of the trail borders the water. While hiking near Green Point, we saw a school of Dolphins playingError: Reference source not found  in the water. One even jumped fairly high out of the water, very cool!

Then drove to Cap Sante Park in AnacortesError: Reference source not found  which had a nice view of the city, the San Juan islands, the Sante MarinaError: Reference source not found  in Fidalgo bay. We had packed a nice lunch and sat on a bench and enjoyed our lunch watching boats of all types go in and out of the marina. This was a great view as it sat above the bay, somewhere wbeteen 700 and 900 feet above sea level.

Then to Oak HarborError: Reference source not found  on Whidbey IslandError: Reference source not found***, across the Deception Pass BridgeError: Reference source not found  (which is always very beautiful) to the Flyers Grill and BreweryError: Reference source not found . We tasted a few of their beers (Pilsner, Blonde, etc) and settled for a Porter and a Brown. We felt they were ok, but not worth a second beer!

Enjoyed a couple of hours of sun at the campsiteError: Reference source not found , playing cards and watching the water over cocktails, then off to Rockfish Grill and BreweryError: Reference source not found  in AnacortesError: Reference source not found  to listen to Jones and PhiferError: Reference source not found  play some rock/country. They were pretty good!

Saturday: Off to the Farmers Market in AnacortesError: Reference source not found . Then to a waterfront walk on Tommy Thompson ParkwayError: Reference source not found .

Later in the evening, we drove to the Edison InnError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  in Edison to see Rick Patterson and the Zydico ExplosionError: Reference source not found . We danced like crazyError: Reference source not found  and the music was very good and did have that Zydaco drive to it. The band included a piano type accordion, Saxaphone, a tie type washboard, rythem/lead electric guitar, drummer, and a bass player.

Sunday: We drove over near the Swinomish Casino to take a walkError: Reference source not found  were some of the neighbors recommended. This is a walk that parrelels a channel that we think goes into La ConnerError: Reference source not found . Along the walk we saw a young eagle (must have been younger than 3 to 5 years as it was just beginning to get its white), an old 1930 – 40 flatbed truck that has just been sitting and rusting away, and some interesting log erections along the waterway. We veered away from the waterway to see a farmer tilling up land with a tractor. Posted along the walkway are signs that indicate hunting is allowed with a permit. We were not sure what is hunted back there. We did not bring the camera on this walk, we need to do the walk again with camera. Interesting walk.

Drove over to Edison InnError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found , had a Veggie Burger (they are really good) and hung around to listen to the ‘Bow DiddlersError: Reference source not found ’ band who played some country, then some old rock (80’s). They are a good band!

Monday: Today we met up with ChristiError: Reference source not found  and went to FairhavenError: Reference source not found , Had Mexican lunch at JalepenosError: Reference source not found  (we have had lunch here before) and it was pretty good. Then we walked the town, replenished our Drizzle Oils and VinagersError: Reference source not found , Then headed over to BellinghamError: Reference source not found  to Boundary Bay BrewingError: Reference source not found . I had a Highlander Scotch Ale, Merlene had a Dry Irish Stout, Christi had the Scotch Ale. All were pretty tasty beers and, Christi paid! It was a fun afternoon, and good to see Christi and Merlene enjoying one anotherError: Reference source not found*.

June 6:Tonight we went to Jericho’s graduation ceremonyError: Reference source not found . Sabin, Christi, Thomas and Eli and us sat together. Jessie was off skim boarding. It was a couple hours but was very good. Jericho was also an honor roll student. He seemed very happy and was going out with the school to a grad party with his girlfriend. The rest of us, Sabin, Christi, Thomas and Eli went out for dinner at Dos Reales TaqueriaError: Reference source not found . It was about 9:00 at night when we ate!

June 7: We went over to ChristiError: Reference source not found ’s for the day for a barbequeError: Reference source not found  and to hang out. It was another beautiful day and we were able to wear shorts and enjoy the sunshine. Jim and HelenError: Reference source not found  also joined in for a while. Sabin and I worked on Christi’s weed whackerError: Reference source not found  (we decided the magneto was bad). During the barbeque we were able to get short glimpses of the boysError: Reference source not found  before they ran off to play, or work…..except for JessieError: Reference source not found . We talked with him for a while then I think he just stayed downstairs out of sight.

It was a good fun day!

June 8: Met up with Christi, Sabin and ThomasError: Reference source not found  for a hike at Little Mountain ParkError: Reference source not found  (Merlene calls it Big Lake Hike). It was a nice hike in the trees with filtered sunlight. We estimated we walked about 3 miles or so round trip. Then over to the mountain top for a great overview of the area. Then to Skagit BreweryError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  for a brew and lunch. I (Dan) remembered that Skagit Brewery had good farm fed beef and healthy type food. I remembered incorrectly. The food was okay but not that healthy or tasty. We ordered up a pitcher of Scottish Ale. It was okay but not as smooth as the Scottish Ale we had at Boundary Bay BrewingError: Reference source not found .

It was a good day though with good people. We said our goodbyes as we will be heading out in another couple of days and everyone at the Broadfoot home will be working.

June 9: ChristiError: Reference source not found  came to our place after her work (About 1:00 p.m.) and we went to SeedsError: Reference source not found  and had some lunch. I had a Colshon PorterError: Reference source not found  that was very good. Good food! We then came back to the RV and hung out on the lawn enjoying the sun and scenery until about 9:00 p.m.. Christi and MerleneError: Reference source not found  really enjoyed one anothers company. It was a pleasant afternoon.

June 11 – 13
ChehalisError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Chehalis Thousand TrailsError: Reference source not found : 30 amp, water, sewer at site (G53), good TV antenna, good internet, poor cell phone signal(?).

Pulled out of La Conner and headed south down the 5fwy. Pretty uneventful. Got here and set up by about 2:00 p.m. We have been here before but could not remember much about it. We had a beautiful day, fairly warm. Took a nice little hike around the park, planned our trip south toward San Deigo, played cards during happy hour. Merlene called GaryError: Reference source not found  and I ended up hooking up our antenna and booster and a headset so Glyniss and Gary could hear us better.

June 12: The weather has turned rainy again. We headed for Rainbow Falls State ParkError: Reference source not found , about 25 miles north, to see the Rainbow FallsError: Reference source not found  Waterfall and to do a 3 mile hike. Its one of those times where the falls was pretty much a bust, nice flowing Chahalis RiverError: Reference source not found , but not much of a fall (no elevation to it), and the rain was not working well with our hike plans….oh well, we got some pictures and a little walk along the river. We headed out for Dicks BreweryError: Reference source not found  in Centralia, WashingtonError: Reference source not found  (what else would we do?). We headed east of Rainbow Falls which turned out to be a very fun little drive to get to Centralia. We took Meskill Road to Ceres Hill Road which turned into a winding logging road that climbed a bit, then winded down in elevation, not that we were ever over 800feet! It was a beautiful drive on a dirt gravelError: Reference source not found  road through very pretty, open farm land with just a few farm homes and some cool old barns. Then we headed East on hwy 6 to Interstate 5, then north to Centralia. Once in Centralia we headed to Dicks BreweryError: Reference source not found , but it seemed to be a bust as well in that, while there appeared to be brewery and a wharehouse, there seemed to be no tasting lounge! No worries, we drove into town to McMenamins Olympic Club, Café, Brewery, PoolError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found ! What a very cool place! We had us a tast of Terminator, Stout, Ruby, and Sweet Oblivion PorterError: Reference source not found . All were very good, but we opted for a pitcher of Sweet oblivion Porter. This is a very smooth beer, low bitterness. Very good! We also had some lunch or dinner as it was just after 3:00 which turned out to be Happy Hour, how convenient! We had a Mai Tai Bowl and a Veggie uptown grill sandwich. Both were excelleant but the Mai Tai Bowl was really, really, excellent. We met a gentleman, PeteError: Reference source not found , who was having lunch as well. He owns about a hundred acres of land in Onalaska. He also leases some land. He grows Christmas trees. He says it’s a pretty good business and he has been farming for all his life. He also does some volunteer work for business publication promoting town growth. We got to talking about the way  many small cities have had to resort to tourist activity to keep the cities alive, and that is what his publication does. Pete was a very nice man and it was interesting that his life experiences (a farmer as opposed to a city person like us) and points of view are very much in line with how we think the world is going. Good discussion!

This Olympic Club is very cool, it has a full blown working theatre with lounge chairsError: Reference source not found , couches and small table to place your cocktails while watching the movie, and a bar dedicated to the theatreError: Reference source not found . The movie currently playing was “Captain America”! Also in the building are many pool tables (Don Sheley would have loved this)Error: Reference source not found , a hotel (reasonable rates). As nature would require, I had to go to the mens room, the urinals were some old time fancy awesome urinalsError: Reference source not found , so cool! The bar that we sat at to eat lunch was also very cool. In an adjoining area were the brewing pots (Ruby is made here)Error: Reference source not found  and are painted up with some cool portraits.

The McMinamins seem to have a chainError: Reference source not found  of these type of places in Washington and Oregon. They brew beer in most of them and all the brews on tap at the Olympic Club are made by the McMenamis chain of establishments.

The Olympic Club was very cool!

June 13 – 15
VancouverError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

ElksError: Reference source not found  Lodge 823, 30 amp, Water and Electric. Sewer is at the next rest stop south (or North).

There are about 12 sites here.of Freeway traffic noise. This looks to be a very active Elks lodge. They currently have over 700 members and think they will be at 1000 by the end of their physical year. Seems they have a dance tonight (Friday) so we will probably check it out!

We got a pretty late start today. It was raining and everything was wet. We only had to drive 87 miles but we did not get on the road until about 11:00 and by the time we got here, set up and cooked some food (we had not yet had breakfast or lunch) it was 3:00!

At 7:00 p.m. music and dance starts here at the lodge. It went until about 11:00 p.m.. The band was ‘FOG’ (five old guys)Error: Reference source not found  and they were very good and we danced the night awayError: Reference source not found ! Oh, and we also drank some beer and wine. They have some beers on tap so I went with a pitcher of Blue Moon and Merlene had a half liter of chardonnay. When we arrived to join the festivities, they were selling some raffle tickets and we bought $5 worth. I put my name (Dan) on the tickets and won a package of pork steaksError: Reference source not found ! We donated this back (not food we would eat).Pretty cool that I won the meat! It was all good fun!

Saturday, June 14, The weather is a bit cooler and cloudy. We drove out hwy 14 which is a delightful driveError: Reference source not found  that parrelels the Columbia River. We drove through CamasError: Reference source not found , WashougalError: Reference source not found , and to ParksvilleError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . Parkersville is a 3.8 acre park on the river, once an abundant town, now is only has a memorial. This is a nicely done park with nice boat launch facilities into the Columbia River. From there we continued east and stopped for pictures at Cape HornError: Reference source not found . From hwy 14 you can see the beautiful area from high above the river. Turns out there was not a memory card in the cameraError: Reference source not found  so we did not get this initial shot but did stop and take another on our return. The next stop was Franz LakeError: Reference source not found  which is another very nice place, got a great picture of Merlene on a fence railing, however, still unbeknownst to us, there was no memory card in the camera, so, no picture of Merlene, however we did stop and take a shot on our return trip. We drove further east to Beacon Rock State ParkError: Reference source not found . This is a nice park and costs $29/night and looks as though that includes electric and water, no sewer. There was no one in theses sites. There were a couple other sites that were tent only, there was a couple of fishermen in those sites (Salmon is running). This park appears to sit on a finger of the river. Its claim to fame is the second largest free standing monolithError: Reference source not found  in the Northern Hemisphere or the world, depending on how you define, ‘Monolith’. We continued east to North BonnivilleError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  which is an interesting little community on the Columbia River. Everything here seems to be in a park like setting. As Merlene put it, ”it gives you the feel you would see the ‘Steppford wives’ here”. It gives a very quiet sense and has a beautiful setting with hills filled with pine trees all around and the town parrelels the river and hwy 14. Alittle further east, just a few miles, is Bonniville Lock and DamError: Reference source not found . We have been here before, but on the Oregon side. We did not go into the visitors center as we had done that before. I think the Oregon side is prettier only because you have a better view of the dam itself. Last time here, on the Oregon side, we had seen seals swimming and grabbing up Salmon. Then further east to StevensonError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  and the “Walking Man BreweryError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found ”. We had a Cherry StoutError: Reference source not found  which we thought was very good. We also had a Salmon sandwhich that was very good, follwed by a sausage sandwich that was excellent. We also tasted the Golden Gait, a Belgian style brewError: Reference source not found , and Ramblin RaspberryError: Reference source not found  wheat brew, also very good. Really enjoyed this brewery and the atmosphere. We ordered a pitcher of the stout which maybe was a mistake as we were heading to another brewery and I was already getting a little giddy, and full! On east to CarsonError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  and “Backwoods Brewing CompanyError: Reference source not found ”. We tasted two or three beers. Merlene really enjoyed the StoutError: Reference source not found , however we needed a designated driver so I got to drink the beer. I enjoyed the stout but it was just a wee bit bitter for me.

We also drove to Acadia BreweryError: Reference source not found  but I had had enough to drink so we did not stay…..another time.

On our eturn trip, we stopped at all the places we had taken pictures but did not actually get the pictures (no memory card in camera)!

June 15, Sunday; we headed out this afternoon to do some further checking on these McMenanins BrewerysError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . We drove by the ‘McMenamins On the ColumbiaError: Reference source not found ’, but it was jam packed (Fathers Day) so we just kept on moving. We stopped at the Hillsdale Brewery and Public HouseError: Reference source not found , neither of these were very eclectic or history oriented, however, we did get a document that described which of the brewerys are history bound! So off to PortlandError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found  we go, a mere 10 or 12 miles away! We visited the Crystal Hotel and BallroomError: Reference source not found . This place is actually three different places in the same block. It includes the Crystal HotelError: Reference source not found , Zues CaféError: Reference source not found , Ringlers AnnexError: Reference source not found , and RinglersError: Reference source not found . We visited them all but had drinks (TerminatorError: Reference source not found , taste of  a rye, and a taste of something else) and pizza at Ringlers which is a very interesting place, not as cool as the Olympic Club. The building that the Ringlers Annex was in, is very cool. Its one of those triangular buildings where the front is on the corner and the sides spread apart to the end of the block (very cool looking). We also checked out Als which is part of the Ringlers Annex. To get to Al’s you walk downstairs below street level, then the bar (tight space), then back to the stage where music and comedy is performed. Very cool places! 

Monday, June 16; Merlenes camera took a dump yesterday, so today we researched purchasing a new one verses getting this one fixed. We ended up leaving it with the camera shop and they will have it done by Thursday. Then over to PortlandError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found  to McMmenamins Coffee RoastersError: Reference source not found  on Knott street. This is a very small place that provides the coffee beans to all the McMenamins locations. They get various beans (green) (we saw beans from El Savador), roast them, bag them and truck them out. The can produce about 450 poinds of coffee a day. They work the beans for 3 days, then go to the various pubs, resturaunts, etc and train and check quality. Each location gets fresh beans each week. It did smell very good! Then just a mile or so away was the White Eagle Café, Saloon and Rock and Roll HotelError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . This a great historic place, still not as cool as the Olympic Bar, but pretty cool! We had a Black Rabbit PorterError: Reference source not found  that was very good, and tasted PercolatorError: Reference source not found . We also had some kind of toasted cheese sandwhich that was very good. According to the barkeep, the hotel is filled most weekends! They also have music every night. Tonight was a songwriter/singer. He did not start until 8:p.m. which was going to be to long a wait for us old foggies. This was a very cool place! Then, not far from the White Eagle is the Chapel PubError: Reference source not found . This is another historic place and is very nice as well. A very beautiful outside area (weather permitting). Here we tried a taste of HammerheadError: Reference source not found , Copper Moon PaleError: Reference source not found , Black Sea Russian Imperial StoutError: Reference source not found . These were all pretty good but we opted for the White StoutError: Reference source not found , which had a kind of campfire tast and smell. We liked this but could see that after a while it could get tiring. Oh, we also had a pizza bread to snack on. All very good!

June 17, Tuesday; Off to the McMenamins Edgefield WineryError: Reference source not found  in TroutdaleError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . This is a great historic setting. It was once a ‘PoorfarmError: Reference source not found ’. In the early 1900’s, before Social Security, Medicare and all that, Oregon needed something to help folks in need. They created this place for that purpouse and while it was a wonderful place, it was frowned upon ending up their. Anyway, the Mcmenanins have capitalized on a wonderful place again. They have different resturaunts and taverns everywhere on the grounds, even a golf coarse. We tasted Edgefield Wine at the winery, all very good, especially the whites, and even bought 4 bottles to take home. We tasted white wines early afternoon, then red wines later in the early evening. We went to Ruby’s Tea House and had a wonderful Sangria Tea, and a beer that we had not had before. We went to the brewery and had a tour of the brewery. They make all the brew for all the McMenamins properties. While many of the properties may have small brewery operations, this one supplies all the other brews that the other properties may not brew themselves. This brewery also will brew the same brews that the other properties brew if supplies run short. We also went to Lucky Staehly’s Game Room which hosts several pool tables and it in nice quiet setting. We also went to the distillery but it was so busy there we did not hang out to long as we discovered we could get whiskeys at tother locations as well. We went to the Black Rabbit Resturaunt and had some Whiskeys and a Gin taste. I liked all of them! I really liked the Puzzled Monkey Whiskey. The entire grounds are beautiful and very interesting and they also have the hotels rooms. We decided this would be a fun place to stay sometime. They also have live music most of the time in several different locations, do concerts, etc.  We You can purchase drinks everywhere and walk the grounds from one place to another with your drinks. No matter what outbuilding you go to, you can order food and not every place has a cooking establishment but the food is hustled over to you, piping hot, to wherever you ordered it from.

We had a great time here!

June 18, Wednesday: Today we picked up Merlenes fixed camera. Later in the day we drove to McMenamins Kennedy SchoolError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . This is another great venue with bars, restaurants and hotel in an old school. A very cool school with the old electric room, detention room, etc. Very well done. We really enjoyed the Boiler Room. This is a two flight room and all the banisters are made of pipe and pipe fittings…very cool!

In the cigar room, it smelled wonderful. We even bought a cigar as a prop for a picture. There was a gentlman in the room smoking a big stogie and he let me hold the smoking thing for a picture…cool!

We returned home and there was a jam session at the Elks so we went and danced and had a bit to drink. I also played the last 20 minutes or so of the jam. I really enjoyed it!

June 19 – 22
StevensonError: Reference source not found , WashingtonError: Reference source not found 

Skamania FairgroundsError: Reference source not found  $60 (3 days), 20amp, no water or sewer. Good internet with booster, 1 channel on tv antenna, good satellite.

We headed back east on hwy 14 to the Gorge Blues and Brews FestivalError: Reference source not found . Got ourselves signed in, set up and went over to Andrews PizzaError: Reference source not found** for a beer and pizza. They had a good veggie pizza and some Irish DeathError: Reference source not found  brew. We also bought a mug growler with filled with Irish Death for later in the weekend!

Friday, June 20 – The music began about 6:00. Tried Porter and a Shinoz from??..they were okay but not that great.

Pretty good music. We had fun dancing and listning!!!!

Saturday June 21; walked around town, music started around 12:30. We met Mark and Diana NerbyError: Reference source not found  as Billy D. and the HoodoosError: Reference source not found  were playing today. They were great, rocked the place. Pretty good music all day.

We tried several of the beers but none were all that great.

After the music, maybe about 11:00p.m., we heard some music getting played and we checked it out. It was a camper group that played mandolin, guitar, banjo, and harp player showed up for a bit, and I played my acoustic as well. They played blue grass and country, but I go a blues song in as well! Good fun!

June 22 – 25
South BeachError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

Whalers RestError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 50amp, $3/day for  cable, no tv antenna, no satellite, water/sewer at site.

The weather is still a bit on the cool side (60’s) and damp. We did have one afternoon of sun.

Drove up the coast to Lincoln CityError: Reference source not found , making stops and taking pictures, looking at views and lighthouse. The fog was out and made for some interesting views. In Lincoln City, we stopped for lunch at Rusty Truck BrewingError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . The Brewery is Rusty Truck and the Resturant or Pub is currently the ‘Roadside 101Error: Reference source not found ’ but they are in the process of changing the name to Rusty Truck. We sampled a few beers, some were ok, nothing special. They do have a decent Porter which is what we opted for. We also had tomatoe basil soup and cheese sandwich. The soup was all from fresh produce, no canned goods in it.it was very good. We put our names on a dollar bill and hung it in the bar area. The Resturaunt is decorated very cool with Highway 101 sign theme.

On our return to the RV, one of the stops was at Boiler BayError: Reference source not found . Here we spotted whalesError: Reference source not found  swimming north along the coast line. Not sure how many there were but there were several and they were close enough that when they surfaced to blow their spot you could here them do so and get a good look at here huge body size. It was very cool. A lady who was also watching claimed that these were killer whales and they had babies that they were protecting and that’s why they were so close to the coast line. Very cool to watch.

June 24, Tuesday, the weather was nice enough we took a long walk on the beach. Almost lost our way back as we walked right on past the walkway to cross the hwy101 to the campsite. Then we drove into town (NewportError: Reference source not found ) to do some grocery shopping, but first stopped at the Red Lotus music storeError: Reference source not found******. We had been there before and this guy had some cool old tube amps. He still had several old amps but had sold some. Played on a Gretsch electric.It was ok. Then off to the grocery and that was that!

June 25 – 27
BrookingsError: Reference source not found , OregonError: Reference source not found 

Elks #1934Error: Reference source not found , $18.00/night, 30amp, water at site, dump station, good Elks WIFI, 7 tv stations.

This is a nice lodge with about 17 sites, 2 are pull throughs. The sites are nicely done.

The weather has been wet! The almost 200 mile drive here has rained the whole drive and its still wet and rainy. We arrived here about 2:00. Went into the lodge to check in and had a couple of drinks (very reasonable).

We drove from here up to Gold BeachError: Reference source not found  area looking over some properties Christi and Sabin had sent. This is a beautiful area. It appears to be a bit dryer as you go inland just a bit, but still beautiful. We stopped in Gold Beach at the Arch Rock BreweryError: Reference source not found , well, actually, Hunter Creek TavernError: Reference source not found , which has the Arch Rock on tap. Hunter Creek Tavern is right on Hunter CreekError: Reference source not found  which is a fairly good size creek. We sampled beer and had fish and chips at a bay window overlooking the river. It was kind of a fun place. We sampled a couple of beers and the Porter was our favorite of the selections they had, although it is not as good as others we have had in the past. We talked to the waitress and she said the weather is normally beautiful. In the winter you get some rain but nothing to dramatic, and summer months are in the 70’s without the overcast from the beach area which is not so far away. In general, we have heard the same from most folks. Think this is a nice area Christi and Sabin may want to check out further.

In BrookingsError: Reference source not found, we visited Tightlines BreweryError: Reference source not found . This was a small brewery just across the street from the Elks. The beer was okay but not our favorites. This was a very small room, no food but good folks enjoying the beer.

June 27 – 28
Somewhere on 101Error: Reference source not found  , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

101 turnoutError: Reference source not found . $0, No hookups. Good Sattelite.

We had planned to stop in EurikaError: Reference source not found  at a PPA, but it was so early in the day it seemed as though we should continue on. Not a good choice as we ended up in a turnout on the side of the 101 highway. In the process of getting here, I clipped a guardrailError: Reference source not found****** and put a streak down the side of the RV….damn.

June 28 – 30
CloverdaleError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Russian River RVError: Reference source not found : (TT) $0,  30 amp, Elec and water at site, sewer dump (none of the sites have sewer), no TV antenna, Sattellite good.

This is a nice campground. We were lucky to get in here on a Friday as it seems its full most of the time this time of year. We are finally in warm weatherError: Reference source not found  and it feels nice. Been in shorts for 2 whole days now!

The Russian RiverError: Reference source not found  is not to far from the RV, just a short walk. The water is a pleasant temperature and fairly shallow (to shallow for the Kayaks).

We took a dip in the river and it was very refreshing. We walked down the river a bit and it is a very pretty river. Its current is a bit stronger in some places than I thought and the river has some fairly deep areas which is different than I had thought previously.

June 30 – July 6
Morgan HillError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Morgan Hill RVError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 30 amp, water/electric at site, no sewer, dump sites, no satellite (tree for shade), no TV antenna stations, internet ok with booster.

El Toro Brewing CompanyError: Reference source not found  was ok but not our favorite. We sampled a couple of stouts and porters and none really were that exceptional to us.

Walked around old town Morgan Hill. Its kind of nice, looks like a new town made to look old. Went into the music store and a few other shops and checked them out.

July 3: Drove over to Santa CruzError: Reference source not found  and visited the Seabright Brewery, the Santa Cruz Ale works, and The Crepe.

Seabright BreweryError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  had a lager that was ok. We tried a stout but we did not care that much for it. We did order a mushroom and Jalepeno pizza. It was good and very spicy hot!!!!!

Santa Cruz Ale WorksError: Reference source not found  a Red and a Kolsch that were ok but not that good.

Traffic was getting thick so we headed over to the CrepeError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  and hang out waiting for Nikk and the Union Pacific bandError: Reference source not found****** to show and play. This is a great little venu and we really enjoyed it. The bands were great (cant remember name, Union Pacific, and The She) and all were good. Nikks band, Union Pacific is the best of course. Nikk plays keyboard for this band. It was real good to see him and we really enjoyed the evening.

July 5 – drove just a few miles to Uvas CanyonError: Reference source not found  where there are several hiking trails and waterfalls. On our way to Uvas Canyon we passes a reservoir. It is so sad the how low the water is in the reservoir. On our hike, which ended up being at least 2 miles, the creeks and waterfalls have very low flow. You can see that perhaps after a storm, or earier in the spring, that some of the falls would be very pretty. For the most part, the falls are based off of Swanson CreekError: Reference source not found . The falls included on the Waterfall loop trail are, Black Rock FallsError: Reference source not found , and Basin FallsError: Reference source not found . Potentially these would be nice falls but there was not much water at all. Some falls, which I did not see names for, were dry. There were some very small falls that were trickling but were not named as well. It was a good hike, we got started a bit late in the morning and it was getting pretty hot. The hike was in filtered shade most of the time. Very nice pools of water in many places. Very nice scenery, hope to do it again after a rain!

July 6 – 8
San BenitoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Pinnacles National MonumentError: Reference source not found  (National Park)–$18 (with old geeser card) 30 amp (looks like 50), no water or sewer at site, water available, dump station.

Its hot here! 100+ degrees. We have driven on Hwy 25 before. It was April 2008 and it was a beautiful drive with colorful floura. At that time we stayed at a the San BenitoError: Reference source not found  Thousand Trails camp ground near the city of Paicine Error: Reference source not found . This time, the floura is not so pretty! It is beautiful with its rolling hills and all, but it is dry!

We picked a site (105) that we thought we could get some shade in, plugged into the 50 amp to get the AC’s going, set the jacks……then the electric went off. After some messing around we found it was in fact the power source. We checked another site and I had power so we decided to move. Stored the jacks….the would not storeError: Reference source not found ! Had to manually force them up by opening the valves then pry them up, one, by one.

We moved to the new site and plugged into the 50 amp. Went to check in and told them about the other site electric problem. The maintenance guy explained that they really only had 30 amp…just wired into the 50 amp configuration. So, we are just using one AC unit. We have only set one side of the jacks to see how they store (it all my be heat related, expanded fluid).

July 7 – we went on the Bear Gulch Resevoir trailError: Reference source not found  early this morning (7:00 am) to try to beat the heat so we have been up since early morning. This was a nice hike, just over 2 miles. Very scenic and could see pinnacles as well as the Moses SpringError: Reference source not found  and the Resevoir at the top of the trailError: Reference source not found . The reservoir was built by the CCC back in the 30’s and it is fed by rain water, which there was not much of this last winter. Still there was a fair amount of water in the resovoir. We saw several water snakes in the water swimming around. Great reflection in the water from the rock formations. We hiked the Moses Spring trailError: Reference source not found  there and the Rim TrailError: Reference source not found  back. The bat caves are closed because the bats are taking care of their newborns.

We are both tired today, Merlene was not feeling to good yesterday when we got here (think she got a little car sick and combined with the heat). We woke up early and I think we just are not used to that.

Got a little thunder shower for about 10 minutes….the clouds are helping with the heat but its still pretty hot…..and a little muggy now.

In a tree just beside our campsite, there is a momma raccoon and 3 baby raccoonsError: Reference source not found . I must say the 3 little babies with there bandit faces were really cute. We watched as the family cam down the tree some and into a big knot in the tree (I suspect its hollowed out) and the momma left the kids and she climbed down the tree, headed out under our RV and across the way. I suspect she was going after food? The babies were as curious about us as we were about them. We left them alone and they finally retreated into their home.

We also saw wild turkeys, deer and little spotted baby deer.

July 8 – 10
Jamalaya BeachError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Jamalaya BeachError: Reference source not found* - $0, 30 amp, sewer and water at site, satellite tv, used Jamalaya internet (ours did not work).

Visited with our friends Cindy and Brad BottsError: Reference source not found . They are camp Hosting here and they scored us the full hookup spot for free!

There is a pretty good grade getting into and out of this little beach.

This is a great little beach with RV parking and day use and nice beach frontage, nice store with the famous Jamalaya BurgerError: Reference source not found .

We had a good time visiting with Brad and Cindy.

July 10 – 11
Simi ValleyError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Elks #2984Error: Reference source not found  - $20, 50 AMP, water and sewer at site, Satellite good, internet good.

We had been at this lodege in 2007 with Gary and Glyniss. It was a bit shabby as I recall, but about 6 months aga they reworked the RV and outside area and it is very nice . 

We had 4.00 burgers and a beer, a few additional drinks and it was an inexpensive night.

July 11 – 30
DescansoError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Oakzanita SpringsError: Reference source not found  -(TT) $0, 30 amp, water/sewer at site, Satellite, internet good.

Long day getting here. Opted to go the 5 fwy…..bad choice!

Saturday July 12 – Met up with Chipper at the Descanso FairError: Reference source not found . Listned to music and had Riverwalk Blonde from Twisted ManzanitaError: Reference source not found  in Santee (they also do spirits). This was a pretty good beer! I had myself a couple of hot dogs and a pulled pork sandwich. Larry came a bit late then we all met up at Larry and Chippers for a brawt and corn on the cobError: Reference source not found …..mmmmgoood!

July 17 – Nice little 3 to 4 mile hike from the campground in Cuymacha State ParkError: Reference source not found  area.

July 18 – Nice 6 mile hike from the campground to Green Valley FallsError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found . Unfortunately, the falls are dry; a mere trickle of water through the falls. This is very sad. This is the first time in history, according to the ranger; the falls has had no water. Merlene has been going to the falls since she was a child and never saw the falls without water. A sign of the times?

July 20 – Prepared a bunch of foods and went to Steve and Becky’s to celebrate  Elizabeths birthdayError: Reference source not found . We picked up MathewError: Reference source not found  from Davids and he accompanied us to Steve and Becky’s. We had a good time!

July 21 – Prepared some beans and potatoe salad and headed to Gary & Glyniss’s where Mark, Tracy, Mallory, and April Briggs, Pam & Andrew TrentError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  (Tracy out of Germany hospital, maybe home Thursday, Allison is in China) were visiting. Gary looked very weak and frail. We all had a good time, excellent ribs from the Andrews.

July 25 - 26 – We set up at Pine Valley County Park Friday for Pine Valley DaysError: Reference source not found  on Saturday. It was fairly warm on Saturday and sales were just ok, nothing special.
Went to Katies and Arons Saturday night to celebrate Chippers BdayError: Reference source not found , BBQ hotdogs, Corn on the cob, beans and good friends. What better can you ask for?

July 28 – Built a platform for the remote dishError: Reference source not found  and got the remote dish working with Direct TV.

July 29 – Went to visit Gary and GlynnisError: Reference source not found . Gary seems ok but tires very easy.

Joe got news he has a year left to live.Error: Reference source not found 

July 30 – Aug 20
JamulError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Pio PicoError: Reference source not found  (TT) $0, 50amp, water/sewer at site. Very bad internet, paid $15 for weeks service. Satellite good

Aug 1 - Met with Pattyand looked at some RVs. The 2007 43 foot Dutch Star was interesting Had a good time with Patty looking at rigs: we met wit Ed for a burger at La Mesa RV (he was working). We also went to Gary and Glyniss’s and relieved Catie.

Aug 6 – Over to Gary and Glynnis to fix a leaky faucet in the bathroom while they go for a meeting in Los Angeles.

Aug 7 – we took a little hike to the south and after a few miles we had turned back and we came across a Border Patrol guy who was tracking us! Pretty funny! He asked if we were had just turned around and we said “yes” then he went a bit further but then turned around as well. We ended up waiting for him and asked if he was specifically tracking us and he said he was. We asked how did they see us and he said they have sensors in the ground! He figured we were locals from the area as our tracks were going south, while most that the Border Patrol are interested in are going north.

Aug 8, Mathews 18th birthday and he got his drivers license. We went to Gary and Glynnis’s for happy hour at KOA campground in Chula Vista. It was a good visit.

Aug 9 – Today we went stopped at the Green SombreroError: Reference source not found  in JamulError: Reference source not found . They have an open mic day on Saturdays from 1:00 to 5:00. This was a great place to listen to some of the locals playng music, then off to the BNS BreweryError: Reference source not found  in SanteeError: Reference source not found . We met up with Chipper, Larry, Natalie, Andrew, Wendi and John (yes, Merlene’s daughter). Chipper has a long time friend, Jerry ? who has the band Stars on the WaterError: Reference source not found  and they were playing there. We had a good time! We tasted a Porter and a Scottish Ale. They were okay but we opted for the Red ale. Then stopped back at the Green SombreroError: Reference source not found  on our way home and the open mic was still going! We met some of the players then off to home!

Aug 10 – Went to dinner at Steve and Becky’s for Mathews 18th birthday celebration. We purchased car parts for Mathews Ford Mustang at Pep Boys. We finished all of this before it was time to go to the celebration so we went to On the Border Resturant for a happy hour beer.  Nothing special for beers, had a Dos Equise Lager draft but was not impressed, Merlene had a Shock Top draft and was not impressed. The Dos Equise was on the happy hour priceing, the Shock Top was not!

Gary is getting some kind of pain which is keeping him up at night. He and Glynnis are having a rough time of it.

Aug 12 – Merlene went off to meet Chipper, Lynn, and Linda for a lunch and a movie.

Aug 14 – Nice visit and lunch from Honey Baked Ham with Gary and Glynnis. Merlene and Glynnis went and had nails and toe nails done. Gary is getting very tired.

Aug 15 – Went to Wendi’s and visited with Sean for a few hours. Sean seems to be doing great!

Aug 16 – Today we went to the  Green Sombrero and I got to play some music. I did ok! When we returned home we ent to the Luai party here at the park. The band Jake was playing. As it turned out, the drummer from Green Sombrero (Jim?) was playing in the Jake band! We danced to almost every song until they shut down at 10:00. It was good music and good fun!

Aug 17 – Visited with Gary and Glynnis. Gary was asleep when we arrived so we had a nice chat with Glynnis for awhile. Gary joined us later. Heis looking very weak.

Aug 19 – Merlene and Elizabeth went to lunch at TGI Fridays and clothes shopping in celebration of Elizabeths birthday. Merlene said they both had a great time! 

Aug 20 – Sept 7
Descanso, California

Oakzanita Springs

Gary in admitted intoHospital today.

Aug 23, Saturday – Gary home from hospital. He is not doing well and Glynnis asked for our help so we have packed up and are heading to their house. 

Aug 24, Sunday - Gary sat with us for a bit, had ice cream and watched a little TV. 

Aug 25 – Monday - During the night, actually early Monday morning, Gary appeared to have some kind of seizure. His speech is now hard to understand. Glynnis called hospice on Monday, hospice was great.  They brought in bed and other equipment and nursing.

Aug 26 –Tuesday - about 5:20, we lost Gary. He became an angel in heaven.

Aug 27 - Wednesday, hospice retrieved all their equipment. We headed for home early afternoon. Larry and Chipper came and visited for a bit.

Aug 30 – We met Glynnis and the Trents at Belmont shores beach. It was a very nice day at the bay. I tried out a Paddle Board (Trents own it), it was pretty fun.

Aug 31 – We sold at the Lady of Light Church in Descanso. Had good pit beef and music, didn’t make to much money.

Sept 1- To Glynnis’s with the Trents for Labor Day BBQ. It was a pleasant day.

Sept 7 – 13
MennifeeError: Reference source not found , CaliforniaError: Reference source not found 

Wilderness LakesError: Reference source not found  (TT) $30 for 50amp., water and sewer at site, good internet, good satellite TV.

Sept 8 – Off to IdyllwildError: Reference source not found Error: Reference source not found  for a 2 day cabin visit with Jeana, Donna, and Sue and JerryError: Reference source not found . We rented Heaven and Sunshine cabinError: Reference source not found  and we had great weather despite the weather reports saying we were going to have rain and flash floods. We rented the Heaven and Sunshine cabin. It was fabulous, we all really enjoyed it!

Sept 12, stopped in at Stadium PizzaError: Reference source not found , which has a brewery, Stadium BreweryError: Reference source not found . We had a delicious veggie pizza and an Oak barrel stoutError: Reference source not found  which was also very good!

Sept 13 – 14

El Cajon, California

Elks Lodge 1812 - $10, dry camp (all spots full)

We are here for Elkarita with the band Stars On The Water (Chiipers friend Jerry’s band We had a great time. It was hot and ran the generator A LOT!

Sept 14 – Oct 5

Descanso, California

Oakzanita Springs (TT) $0, 30 amp (B65), water and sewr at site. Good sattelite and internet.

Sept 15 – Merlene had to take Chipper to the dentist which then turned out to be an outpatient surgery. Merlene was gone all day!

Sept 21 – Met Wendi and John at Alpine Brewery and had dinner and drinks.

Sept 23 – Chipper, Merlene and I celebrated my birthday brewery hopping! We went to Urbn Street Brewery on Magnolia St. in El Cajon, Twisted Manzanita near Gillespi Field, and Alpine Brewery in Alpine.

Urbn Street Brewery included a great bar tender, Andy. There we had a Brown, Gigo Hoppy Wheat Porter and a Saison (we shared sips of these). All were pretty good! Andy also gave us tasts of some sour beers. The sour we liked was from Stone Brewery and was called Woot Stout. We liked the sour beers.

Twisted Manzanita was good, Merlene had a stout or porter, “Whats up in Smoke”. Merlene enjoyed it but I do not like the flavored beers with hot peppers. I had a Brown that was pretty good.

Alpine Brewery, Merlene had a Captain Stout, I had the Willy Vanilly, and Chipper had Pure Hoppiness. I also had a Hoppy Birthday.

We then drove to Chippers and we did not have a cork screw so I forced the cork into the bottle but not without mishap! When I pushed the cork in wine splattered all over the walls, curtains, ceiling, etc……it was a bit of cleanup.
It was a good fun day!!!!

Sept 27 – Had Gary’s memorial party. It was very nice, relaxing, people enjoyed talking about Gary.

Oct 10 – Went to the Nickle Brewery in Julian. Chipper came along. It was ok but nothing to shout about. We were also hungry so we had a beer then went to Wynola Pizza. We had eaten here before and thought it was pretty good but we were a bit disappointed this time. Eggplant pizza choice might have been the problem. We drove home by way of the Laguna Highway. Pretty interesting ride and could see the devestation the fire had in this area (don’t think we have been in Laguna area since before the fire). Stopped and saw Clint Greens fire station.Nice setting.

Oct 11 – This week is the first week we did not go down the hill since we have been here, wow. We have been doing some hiking, day before yesterday we did about a 4 1/2 mile hike on the west side of Hwy 79. This hike really effected me in that I thought it really showed what the 2003 Cedar fire did to the area. The trees, what little there is left, are pretty much burnt up, if they could tell a story. After 11 years, there is not much growth to show. I am sure it is partly related to the lack of water in the area.

Today, we did about a 6 mile hike on the west side of Hwy 79. The hike included Airplane Monument which we have been to years before. Good interesting hike.

Oct 14 – 16

Jamul, California

Pio Pico (TT) $0, 30 amp,$10.00 internet, good satellite.

Oct 15 – Glynnis joined us for lunch as Swami’s in La Mesa. Pretty good food. Then we went to Verizon and transferred her phones, then to At&T to turn ina phone we found on a hike. Then some odd jobs at Glyniss’s. Good time!

Oct 16 -18

Alpine, California

Veijas Casino $0, no hookups, Good satellite, good internet

We drove here and stayed while we went to Marvin Green (Larry’s Dad) funeral on Saturday, then Jim and Cookie joined us in the parking lot!

The Funeral was sad but good.

Good to see Jim & Cookie. We did some gambling, eating and drinking. We had some fun!

Oct 18- 23

Mission Bay, California

Mission Bay RV Park (PPA) $25/night, full hookups, cable tv, good internet.

Jim and Cookie and us  all drove to Mission Bay RV park. Kind of just hung out for the remainder of the day.

Tuesday we drove took the trolley into the Gaslamp in San Diego and toured the city.

Wednesday, Glynnis came and visited for a bit, then we drove over the Coronado bridge and showed Jim and Cookie the area including Hotel Del Coronado, then Point Loma lighthouse, Rosecrans cemetery. Good day!

Went to Ballast Point Brewerey. Pretty good brews: I had a 12.0% Brany Beer which was good and potent but not a daily drink, then tried a 10%  beer that was ok, Merlene had a Black Marlin porter that was good, but what Merlene really like was the the Victory at Sea. This was a really good beer.

Oct 23 – 24

El Cajon, California

Elks  $10.00 dry camp.

Oct 24 – 27

Yuma, Arizona

Yuma Lakes RV Resort (RPI) $10.00, 30 amp, water/sewer at site. Good internet.

Merlene does Yuma! We drove into the historic town of Yuma. This is a nice quaint town. There are 3 Watering holes here; The Prison Hill Brewing Company, Da Boyz Pizza, and the Pint House. Today is football and World Series day. All three had TV’s to watch games, Merlene is in heaven!

The Prison Hill Brewing Co. is new and established in Sept. of 2014. There were two brews of there own (several of other brewers).  There was an IPA and a Pale Ale. I had the Pale Ale and it was ok. Merlene had a Oatmeal Stout by Rogue Farms (not the same as Oregon Rogue Brewery), this was just ok as well.

The Da Boyz Pizza was a pretty good place. They had all the games going, they do not have there own brew but had a good assortment. Here we ordered a Veggie Pizza with Jalapenos. It was great, very tasty! We also had a Nutbrown, Stella, Amberbock and a Kiltlifter. This is the best place going; on Sundays beers are one and two dollars! Great Deal!!!!!

The Pint House had a pretty good assortment of beers as well. I had a Sour which was good to clean the pallet but after half a glass I had had enough. Merlene had some Black Ale that was ok.

All these places were fun places to go!!!!

Oct 27 – 30

Quartzite, Arizona

BLM Land $0, no hookups.

Got AGM batteries for the coach and Inverter problem corrected. All done at Discount Solar.

Jim and Cookie were here as well. John and Sharon Hinton came by for an afternoon and night. Good time!

Oct 30 –  Nov 13

Palm Desert, California

Palm Springs RV Resort – (TT) $0, 50amp,water and sewer at site.

Looked at some RV’S AT Holland RV which is now just across the street.

Lampost Backstreet Brewery has some good vegetarian Pizza. They are also a Brewery and we had Rita Red Ale and a Heritage Hefe. Both were ok, nothing great.

Nov 3 – took a 4 mile hike on Moon Canyon trail. We have been in this area before with Gary and Glynnis, Neil and Lisa. A bit windy but a nice hike!

Nov 4 – Great day!!!! Played Pickle Ball for a couple of hours with Bob and Mary Bream, Danny and Linda, headed to La Quinta Brewery, then played at the jam!

La Quinta Brewey had some pretty good brews. Most were pretty hoppy. We both liked the Porter with coffe the best.

Went to the jam at 7:00 and played a little music…Merlene even started playing the tambourine without me provoking her. It was fun!

Nov 7 – Drove to Cochella Valley Brewery. They have some fairly decent brews. The Coffee Wopper stout was pretty darn good!

Nov 12 – Drove out to the Big Morango Canyon Reserve in Desert Hot Springs. Did about a 3 mile hike through the reserve. It was very interesting in that it is fairly luch with all kinds of different trees and floura, and has enough water in a creek to keep many marshes active. It is very strange in that all around the reserve it is the typical Palm Springs desert look, but the preserve is a well watered floura area. The Elevation at the preserve is in the mid 2000 foot range and up as high as 3500 feet. We saw a deer watching us, maybe 10 feet from us just off the hike path, the deer was very close but then thought better of it.

After the preserve hike, we stopped at Willie Boys Saloon for some lunch. This is a great place with great food. We had us some draft PBR, I had a basic burger and Merlene had a black bean burger, both were excellent!

After lunch, we stopped at Cabot’s Pueblo Museum. This is an interesting place. Cabot was the guy who really promoted the hot springs in the area. This is a Pueblo that has been creeted and open for tours for a cost. We did not pay for a tour but you can walk around the interesting grounds.

Jam session again tonight (Tuesdays). It was a good time.

Nov 12 – Today we hiked the Cochilla Valley Preserve, about a 3 or 4 mile hike. Here there are hundreds of Palm trees and floura with spring head that keeps everything nice and wet. You can even see the water flow from the spring. It is obvious that at certain times there is some major water flow through this area. It is so weird though because it is desrt everywhere but this patch of palms. On thing that actually makes very cool is that a few years ago a fire had started and all the palm leaves that normally lay down on the palm tree trunks had burnt off. So, what you see is the burnt trunks of the palm trees but they are growing nicely and many new sprouts are started. On our way out of the ‘Oasis’ we came across a huge number of butterflies that must have recently hatched. They were just kind of flying around us and landing on some of the brush. It was very cool!

Nov 14 – 26

Menniffee, California

Wilderness Lakes (TT) 30 amp

Had an alignment done on the the RV on the 14th. Stayed in the parking lot of Precision Alignment in Temecula, then moved to Wilderness Lakes. On the morning of the 15th we had breakfast at the Swing Inn café in Temecula. It was okay but kinf of pricey and maybe not worth going back to.

In Temecula, we went to Garage Brewing. They had a Pizza bar there that was pretty good. They also had some brews that were good as well! Very nice bartender!
Same day we cruzed on over to Aftershock Brewery. They had some real good brews. Would go there again. They had a little different organization in that you just bought tasters (you can buy regular size as well) for nominal fee and that actually worked out pretty good (better than a “flight”). Good Place!

Stopped at Petes music in Temecula bought some speaker cords.

We have visited with Sue and Jerry and been working on cleaning out the trailer. 

Took Sue and Jerry to BJ’s for dinner. We had a good time!

We got things fairly organized in the trailer and took couches to Wendi’s (Jerry Loaned us his truck. It was a long drive but topped at Glynniss’s and dropped off mirrors for Pam.

Nov 23 – Drove to La Mirada to visit with Joe. He looks pretty good, better than when we saw him last in the hospital. From there we stopped at Ricardos El Ranchita in La Habra and split a burrito and had 3 DosXXquies beers as we were starving. Then on to Donna’s house in Walnut for a Thanksgiving celebration. It was a great time visiting with everyone. All the little kids are just so cute. We have finally met Dusty’s girlfriend Carmen. She is just a doll!

Nov 25 – Met up with Sue, Jerry and Jean and went to the Ponte Winery in Temecula for lunch. It was absolutely delicious, a fabulous meal!

Nov 26 – 30

Borrego Springs, California

Pegleg $0, dry camp

On our wat out of Temecula, we had to stop for booze and some groceries (CVS and Sprouts). We also grabbed a Pizza for lunch and on the road. The pizza was from Bongiornos NY Pizzaria on Hwy 79. It was a Eggplant Parm and was excellent!

We are here visiting with Glyniss and Family on their traditional ThanksGiving week at Borrego Springs. The family is camped at Borrego Springs State campground and we are out at Pegleg. Each day we load up the car and drive into the state park which costs us $7 per day (senior discount). This is the first year without Gary. Kind of sad, truly seems like something is missing. We had a great meal, the Andrews and Trents had the traditional meal and we had healthy pork burritos. Glyniss’s cousing Glen and his wifre Jan, as well as Doug Mihokey, Al and Barbara Wright, joined in the festivities. It was a great meal with donations by all. The morning after we had a big breakfast in celebration of Gary and Pam as they loved the big breakfasts. Merlene and I ended up driving Gary’s jeep out for a run to Fonts Point and the Slot. We had two kid riders at all times, Colin and Lauren, then Andrew and Ryan. Jeff and Tracy did not go on the ride. Glen and Jan lead the way, Pam and Beth and other kids were in Pams Land Rover. The kids were great to be around. Driving Gary’s Jeep was a bit sad as it brought back lots of memories. We really missed Gary.

For Dinner, we all went to El Borrego. It was very good food. Merlene and I had the Shrimp Fajita and it was excellent. Everyone seemed to enjoy the food.

Nov 29 - Glynnis, the Trents, the Andrew, the Wrights all left today so we are on our own. We toured some of the new metal animals along Palm Desert and Borrego Springs drive. They are very cool. The guy that makes them actually lives in Temecula. The property is owned by someone else. Very interesting and the guy is so very talented.

Went to Carlees at 9:00 p.m. and listened to a great band named, Lucky Tongue. Blain Ward and his two sons are the band members and they are very good! Listened to music until midnight.

Nov 30 – Dec 21

Descanso, California

Oakzanita Springs  (TT) $0, 30 amp, water and sewer at site, good satellite, good internet.

Woke up early to beat the holiday traffic here. Hit the road about 8:00.

Dec 1 – went to Al Wrights to help Glynnis unpack the RV and clean it up. We did the inside and the bins, she will have someone over to wash the outside.

Dec 2 – Met up with Greg and Kathy Valentine for lunch at Alpine Brewery, then agin with John and Sharon Hinton. It was great visiting with them, enjoyed brews and some lunch. I had the bratwurst sandwhich and it was very good. I also tried the Nelson, Goodie Barley wine, and an IPA, which were all good, but in the end I stuck with the Willy Vanilly. Merlene had the Captain Stout. I really enjoy the beers here as none have that bitter after taste.

Dec 3 – Rainy day…just hung out and did some calls and paper work.

Dec 4 – Merlene went to “Tea” with Glynnis. I hung out and practiced and studied some music.

Dec 9 – Went and visited Keith Hamilton in La Jolla, ate at  the Burger LoungeError: Reference source not found , then off to La Jolla Brewing CompanyError: Reference source not found  (we did not like there brews), then to Rock Bottom BreweryError: Reference source not found   and tasted several beers (they had a Burbon Barrel Imperial stout that was very good), then to BNS BreweryError: Reference source not found  where we filled our gifted growler with our gifted gift cards with Imperial Stout (thanks to Chipper Green).

Dec 11 – Went into Old Town to have Merlenes Thermography done From there off to Amplified Brewery/California Kebab for some brews and food. The brews were the Ragged Chix stouts and they were pretty good! The food was excellent! We had a lamb Pita and a Veggie Rice bowl. These were of fresh produce and were very good!!!!

Then off to Modern Times where we tasted the Nitro Black House, the Black House, Sleepless City (our favorite here), Lake of Dreams and a couple of Sours: Empty Hats and News.

Then off to Acoutic Ales Brewing  Experiment. Here we had the following tasters: Groupie, Mad Dub, Unplugged Stout, Unplugged Barrel (burbon) Stout, Vienna Lager. We also talked with a young Navy man (23), David. Nice young man. We also enjoyed the bar tender, Matt. Very interesting refreshing place. There was no food here.

On our way home we stopped at Bongiovanni’s for a mushroom and eggplant pizza with an amberbock beer chaser! Woooweeee!!!!

We really enjoyed all these breweries today. The beer was very good! My Favorite was Acoustic Ales…difficult to get to but worth it!!

Dec 12 – cold rainy day here. We took Elizabeth out for Christmas gift shopping and dinner. It was fun! She is very pleasant to be around.

Dec 17 – Stone Brewery was ok….we were supposed to meet John and Sharon Hinton but we went to the wrong place.

Dec 18 – lunch with Clark and Karen Lindsey at Del Mar Rendezvous (healthy chineese) in Del Mar. Great visit and the food was pretty good too!!!

Dec 21 – Met up with Dodo and Bernie in Rancho Bernardo. We ate lunch and had brews at the Urge. We had meatloaf lunch which boasts grass fed angus which was excellent!The Urge is no a brewery but has a good assortment of taps to choose from. Very good experience and would do it again!

We then headed to Bernardo Winery in Ranch Bernardo (San Diego). This winery has been around since 1893. It is a very cool place. It is a Sunday and the wine tasting room provides Jazz music from 2:00 to 5:00. The Charonnay is very good according to Merlene. I also tasted it and thought it was good as well. They do not serve beer at the wine tasting room. We had a bottle of wine, listened to good music and visited some of the stores. It was a great time!!

Dec 23 – Met up with Mathew and had lunch with him at TGI Fridays. Gave him all our Fishing gear. Then headed over to Steve and becky’s to give them a little gift. Mathew and Elizabeth were there so we hung out and visited a bit. Good fun.

We then met up with Wendi, Eric and Sean at Ponda Machi in Alpine and had a nice dinner and visit with them all. Wendi and Sean are going to see Nikk in San Francisio tomorrow. Nice dinner and visit.

Dec 24 – Our Anniversary (Married 23, together 27). We drove over to Julian and had a nice lunch at the Julian Grill. This was the place that we had our first kiss (well, close to there) and our relationship really began. We had a great lunch and then strolled Julian a bit. Drover over to Nickel Brewery and had a couple of brews. Then drove toward Wynola and stopped at Mengheni winery and did some wine tasting. They really have good wines there. Then back home for the rest of the evening.

Dec 25 – in the later afternoon went to have dinner at Katie and Arons place. Good fun watching everyone open gifts and having fun. Opal Green and Linda and Rory where also there.

Dec 26 – Lunch with Faith at Nicolosi’s in downtown El Cajon. Pretty good veggie pizza, then over to Glynnis’s to pick up miorrors to take back to trailer. Faith had a good visit with Glynnis and Katie. Then to 31 Flavors for an ice cream.

Dec 27 – drove to Nuevo, dropped off mirrors and some other stuff to the trailer. Sue and Jerry were on there way to San Francisico so we did not see them. We were going to visit with Dodo and Bernie but Dodo was under the weather. We stopped in Old Town Temecula and had lunch at Pub and Grub. Fish and Chips were good. The Sintax Peanut Butter Stout was very good!

Then to Glynnis’s to visit with Jeff, Beth, Tracy Pam and the kids. Tracy and Jeff cooked up chicken and we had a good time.

Dec 29 - met Jan and John Hartman for breakfast at Janet's Montana Cafe. Good time eating and visiting.

Dec 30 - It is going to snow below 2000 feet. We are low on propane and gasoline so we have decided we should move to lower ground.

Fueled with gas and propane, we are off to Sycuan  Casino.

Chapter 2015

Dec 30 - Jan 2

El Cajon, California

Sycuan Casino - $0, no hookups

Well, there is no charge for dry camp but I lost $60 within an hour or two. Merlene is down $20, so we are paying for staying.

The snow is fairly  deep in Descanso and we have been running the heater a lot as it is still pretty cold everywhere so I am glad we got fueled up.

Jan 1 - just kind of hung out today. Then headed over to Larry and Chippers for rolled cabbage, beer bread, white beans, and sweet green stuff. All very excellent!

Jan 2 - 4

Viejas

Jan 4 - 8

Mission Bay, California

Mission Bay RV Resort

Fun with Dodo and Bernie. Did some driving around up to Julian, did some wine tasting, figured out how Dish will work in Bernie's coach, drove to Sunset Cliffs and walked a bit. 

Drove to Ocean Beach to Guamas for some brews, wine and food. Good time!

Jan 8 - 14

El Cajon, California

Elks lodge 1812, $20/night, 50 amp, water at site.

Jan 8 - Today we heard the sad news that John Moreno had died on Jan 7, an apparent suicide. Merlene contacted Wendi and the boys. All seem to be doing as well as one can in this situation. John was 42 years old.

Helped Glynnis with her garage sale. We had a good jtime. On Saturday after the garage sale we went to Andrew and Allison's robotic competition. It really was very cool. afterward, Glynnis took us to dinner at Stone Brewery in Liberty Station, Point Loma. I had a Here's your damn stout and it was pretty good. Had a salmon sandwich and it was pretty good. Merlene had some kind of Oriental salad/noodles an Glynnis had a Chicken salad but the chicken was overcooked. It was a nice time.

Jan 13 - we are off to Garden Grove to John Moreno funeral. Sad day.

Jan 14 

We  are off to Lake Havasu.

Jan 14 – 18

Lake Havasu, Arizona

We are cmped near the marina for the Ballon Festival.

John and Jan, and Brad and Cindy were there as well. We had a good time and the ballons were awesome!!!

Jan 18 -20

Quartzite, Arizona

BLM Land

Hooked up with Bobbie and Jim and the Escapees Boomers. We had a good time with Jim and Bobby, John and Sharon Hinton, Jay and Vicky Meachum stopped by one afternoon. It was a bit breezy so we all went into our rg and savored some of Jays brews! It was a good time.

The water pump for the house is gone out so we will move along.

Jan 20 – 22

Gold Canyon, Arizona

Canyon Vistas RV Resort, Cal Am Resort (PA) – 50amp, water, and sewer at site. Good internet and TV satellite.

This is near Apache Junction. This is a nice complex. One of those we think about for a winter stay during the holidays. Everybody is friendly and lots to do if you are so inclined.

Stopped on our way in Mesa, Arizona and picked up a water pump for the house. I am getting sick with flu or something!!!!!

We drove the Apache Trail, well at least as far as Tortilla Flat. Nice ride, that included Sperstition Mountain Museum, Gold Field Ghost town, a cruise through Lost Dutchman Campground (nice park), drive through Tonto National Forest (Sean worked here), Needle Vista viewpoint, Canyon Lake, palo Verde on the Lake, and Tortilla Flat. Tortilla Flat is cute town but I (Dan) am feeling real crappy now. We had lunch at Tortilla Flat. It was pretty good.

From Tortilla Flat, not much further and the road turns into dirt. Decided we would do that another time.

This area, the drive was very nice scenery, many cool canyons and formations. It’s a pretty windy road.

Jan 25 – Feb 1

Huachuca City, Arizona

Quail Ridge Resort

I (Dan) am sick. Drove here feeling ok but going down hill very fast. Arrived on Sunday and I was pretty much down until Tuesday.

This is a nice park with friendly people and the landscape is nicer than down in Yuma area. Think we could stay here through part of the winter.

Tuesday, Jan 27, we drove to Fort Huachuca. This is the last Army Post remaining (they are now called Base, or Army Base). This post was established in the mid to late 1800’s to fend off the Apachee and Mexicans. We drove around the base and there are great views from here as the elevation climbs a little above 5000 feet. The Fort encompasses a huge amount of land and has been used, and is still used for many different training and experimental operations.

We then drove just up the road 10 miles or so from the campground to Fairbanks on highway 82. This is a little ghost town on the San Pedro River. We did a very short hike up the north flowing river and could see where the old train depot was. The depot was gone but the platform was still there. The tracks are also gone but the path of the tracks running for as far as you can see! Pretty cool looking. The San Pedro River is the last non dammed river in the country!

Across the street is a area where a ranch used to be, not much remains except some massive fencing for cattle herding (I think). This same location was the actual beginnings of Fort Huchucua (it must have been included, or maybe still is in the land of the fort).

Wednesday, Jan 28 – Today we headed back towards the Fairbanks ghost town and across the street where the ranch used to be, we took a 3 mile hike to the Little Boquillas Ranch. The hike in is on a road that has been used since the mid 1800’s to travel to the ranch area. The road is flat and still lined with the Telephone poles with the old insulators, tuley a ‘pole line’ is visible. The ranch is very interesting and the trees and bush and surrounding mountains are truly beautiful in the back drop of the beautiful blue, wispy clouded sky. The trees, while brown from waterless winter time, there branches reaching into the sky and some green (to me) seems to offset the colors making a quite the sight. The ranch must have been impressionable in its day. We enjoyed checking the grounds out then started heading back. We decided to take the train tracks (no tracks remain) back for a different view. This is somewhat difficult as the rock footings used to lay track on still exists. Not far on the train path, we decided to scale down a bridge and walk along the San Pedro River back to the car. This was a nice idea except it included some somewhat strenuous bushwacking, well, strenuous for a couple old farts out of shape. A couple of times we had to remove our shoes and walk across the river. The water was delightful but we soon discovered it was colder than we thought as we both noticed our feet getting numb! The river led us back to Fairbanks ghost town and then we walked across the road to the car. I think the hike was about 10 miles total!!!!

9 miles from Fairbanks is the Tombstone, so off to Tombstone for lunch and a beer. We ended up at Big Nose Kates Saloon. The place was pretty packed on a Wednesday at about 1:00 pm or so. We shared a table with some other folks. We had a great waiter (John) and great live music. We had 1554 beer which was very good, I had brisket that John touted highly, and it was good, Merlene had grass fed burger, which John did not recommend so highly (and he was right on both accounts). Another couple sitting at the table, Bob and Nancy from Iowa were regulars and were very nice and fun showing all the things we could do at this establishment such as sit on the piano and get pictures, dress up as a cowboy being hung, picture behind the bar, etc, etc. They seemed like fun loving couple so we gave them Betty’s RV info as we felt they would have a great time there. We had a very good time at this place.

Jan 29, Thursday – We drove back to Fairbanks and took the 3 mile loop trip along the San Pedro River. This is a nice flat hike. Along the way there are remnants of times past. We also hiked a bit further to see the Fairbanks Cemetery. It truly is interesting and a great view. We also saw a fenced off open mine. Good hike, probably closer to 4 miles.

Jan 30, Friday – its raining, raining, raining….. Went o jam session at park from 7- 9. Ir was good fun.

Jan 31 –ff to Big Nose Kates in Tombstone for music and dance. We had a Jalapeno chesse pizza and it was very good. We had several 1554 beers and enjoyed the music from Crazy Heart, a good rocking band. We enjoyed some dancing and some lady on her departure said we were a cute dancing couple. As we were leaving the bar, we noticed several places in Tombstone had music. We will have to check them out next time!

Feb 1 – Feb 2

Lordsburg, New Mexico

Lordsburg Rest Stop

From the campground we drove down through Bisbee and out highway 80. We had not been this direction. Stopped in Bisbee and walked the town, bought some oils. Decided not to stop at Douglas and continued on into New Mexico. At the first Rest stop/information center in Lordsburg, we stopped and watched the Super Bowl between Seahawks and Patriots (Patriots won).

Feb 2 – 5

Silver City, New Mexico

Rose Valley RV Ranch – PPA, GS, PPA requires 2 nights minimum stay, GS is 10% off. Total of $64.60. 50 amp, water and sewer at sight. Sat TV, internet good, cell phone good.

Arrived around 11:30, drove into the historical Silver City and ate at Little Toad creek Brewery. This place has its own brews, distillery and food. This was touted by the campground as a great place. We tried a couple of brews and whiskey and some food. We were not that impressed with any of it!

We walked the old town and it is okay but there is not the quaintness of the town we have seen in others.

Went to Fort Bayard which was established in 1866 and was the last  military post built in New Mexico after the civil war. This is a very cool almost 500 acres of property which was initially built to defend from the Apache, then later turned into a tuberculossids facility. This place was its own city having its own sewer, and water system. The remaining buildings are very cool but in disrepair. Not sure why the state does not turn this into something cool like Liberty station in San Diego.

Also did the Gila Cliff Dwellings. This was a great tour. Very casual and informational. You are able actually go into some of the dwellings which are very anmazing.

Feb 5 – 6

Driving through Texas and staying at Rest stops on Hwy 10.

Feb 7 – 12

Lakehills (Pipe Creek), Texas

Medina Lake – (TT) $0, 30amp, water and sewer at site, ok internet, good satellite.

Feb 7 – on our way here we routed through Bandera, Texas and we were just ahead of the Mardi Gra  parade!

After getting settled in our camp spot we drove into Bandera and walked the town. Lots of people there for the Mardi gra weekend. We ended up in the Silver Dollar bar drinking beer and listning to the Kathie Bauer band. She really is very good and has a great voice. It was good rockin Texas country music we could dance to. Good fun!

Feb 8 – Drove into Helotes, Texas to the Floore Country Store (est 1946). This sia great place where many big names have played. We went on Sunday which is a free dance night. We listened and danced to Rimshot band. The bass player was the same as was in the Kathy Bauer Band in Banderas yesterday. The music from Rimshot is a little more of the slow country stuff. It was good but not as lively as we would have liked but the rest of the crowd was plenty happy with it. There was a lively Beatles song the band played and Merlene and I were the only ones dancing to it, every other song had dancers!

We had  a Briskett sandwich and fried pickles that was very good! Prices were very reasonable.

Feb 10 – Neighbor Larry invited us to join a Jam Session at the Pioneer Rv Resort in Bandera. Started at 7:00 and went till 9:00. It was good fun. Good guitar player Joe and Jimmy. Great group and lots of fun!!!

Feb 13 – 15

Luckenbach, Texas

Dirt Field, $20 for the weekend, no hookups

We are here for the “Hug In”. This is a fun venue. I have joined in several groups just picking away. Friday I sat in the Hayden Whittington pickers circle, sang and played some of my stuff and played along with others. Met another player Monte and we basically continued playing after Hayden had left at 5:00 (we played til 7:00 or so). Then we headed home got something to eat and went to the dance hall to watch the Dale Watson band. They are very good. We danced a lot!

Saturday I joined in the Jimmy Lee Jones picking circle. Very talented musicians in this circle and I think it was some real regulars that play together a lot. While I did not find it as fun as other circles, it was very good. I suppose I was a bit out of my element. Lots of country related music! Joined in another picking circle across the river (or dry river). They were a lot of fun!

Feb 15 – Feb 22

Fredericksburg, Texas

Hill Country RV Park $145.00 / week, 50amp, water and sewer at site, cable.

Nice little park and a great space with lots of room.

Weather is turning cloudy rainy and cold here.

We  went into old town Fredericksburg and walked the town, bought a door mat for Chipper, had some brews and pepperwurst sausage and cheese at Fredericks Brewery and pub. The stout and porter were very good as was the food!!!

Went to the peach cider factory. The peach cider was excellent and would be very good on a hot summer day. Then over to the Opah factory where they have excellent sausages. These are the sausage that Fredericksburg Brewery uses. After further evaluation, we see the sausages use brown sugar so we did not purchase any, but did purchase the Duseldorf mustard.

Feb 17 – Cold and windy till late afternoon. We took a drive to Luckenbach to pick up a shirt for Kristy Rosey, ended up getting one for Merlene as well! While there we had a beer and I grabbed a guitar from the wall and picked with a couple of players (David and Ann)…pretty cool! 

Drove down Texas 1 which is where the Lyndon B. Johnson ranch is. LBJ ranch is a place we could camp host at.This is a great little drive with good sights to see. Also along the route is some Rest Stops which you can stay in for up to 24 hours. They are very nice and we need to remember them for next time (instead of a Walmart). Also on 290, which parallels the Texas 1, there is a Rest Stop. We originally were going to stay in this Rest Stop instead of Walmart but could not find the Rest Stop, which is weird because we went past the stop to Upper Albert Road to get turned around and did not notice the Rest Stop (go figure). It’s a large beautiful Rest Stop.

Drove to Albert. This is a cool tiny town with an old Dance hall. Wednesday – Saturday is music and dancing.

There are a few dance halls in the area and we checked these out, Pats Hall and Turner Hall in Fredericksburg. We could not go in but they look like they are an activities place for the towns people. Very cool!

Did a self guided tour of Fort Martin Scott which is just across the street from our campground. This is in the early stages of being re-built and a huge Ranger memeorial is also being built. In the end, the two will all be one. We talked with Duke who said that in season they have folks that dress in character and stay weekends and weeks. They also do concerts on occasion. Interesting place.

Feb 18 – We went to Pedernales Falls in Johnson City. This is a place we would consider camp hosting. We had stopped by there in 2011 but for some reason decided we did not want to pay the fee to get to the falls. Well, we did this time and we were not disappointed. This a great little hike and good falls. Very different than other falls. The Pedernales River provides water and there is water flowing all over the tops of rocks. These are night real high falls but they are falls that are very cool. We did a nice hike on Twin Falls Nature Trail. Think we hiked 3 or 4 miles on the Twin Falls Nature Trail which went by Twin Falls, another nice little fall. After passing Twin Falls the hike trail was not marked so well and we got lost (because I was following Merlene!) and I had to take charge and head us back toward the river so we could find our way back. It truly was a little nerve racking but we made it fine but do not think either of us is much of a trail blazer!

We stopped at Pecan Brewing in Johnson City as well. This is a great place! We had the PSB Milk Stout and it was excellent! We also had Portebello Fries, which we had never had before and they were awesome! We also had a Pizza, mushroom and Jalepenos, it to was very good! We really enjoyed this place!

Feb 19 – Drove out to Enchanted Rock north of here. This was a good drive and the hike was very interesting. The wind was blowing pretty good, especially when at the top of Enchanted Rock. This is a pretty good climb incline wise. Well worth it and the view was spectacular at the top. The Rock is very different with weird bolder settings and patterns on the rocks. Very cool. We hiked on the Echo Canyon Trail which was another 3 or 4 mile hike. Had a picknic lunch at the end of the hike. It was a bit windy but we prevailed!

On our way back we stopped at the Cross Mountain Park where a huge cross it but it was very windy and we did not feel like hiking up to it so we just looked and left.

In the small city of Hye, not far from us, is the Garrison Bros. Distillery. We took a tour and sampled their burbons, single barrel 2015 and single barrel 2014. We liked them both but the single barrel 2014 was just a bit sweeter to us, which we like. Consequently, we bought a bottle as we think it is very good. We have to taste test it to Headframes burbon. The tour of the distillery is $10 per person, while you wait for the tour guide, they offer free beverages such as beer, water, and soda. I had a Twisted lager from Austin. It was pretty good.

We also stopped at the Hye Post Office to mail stuff to Chipper and Kristy Rosey. This is a cool combo post office, general store, and sandwich restaurant. Very cool place!  

Feb 20 – Pedernales Brewery in Fredericksburg is a good brewery. Their flagship Brews or Lobo and Lobo Negro. We like the Lobo Negro the best. They have a a $10.00 tour and give you a 10 ounce glass and 4 tokens for drinks. On the tour, if you answer questions correctly, you can get additional tokens. Merlene got two additional tokens. We also talked to them about buying into the business and looked over the perspective. We had a good time there and it was a very informative tour.

Feb 22 – 24

Austin, Texas

Austin Lone Star Carefree RV Resort – PPA $22.50/night, 50amp, water, sewer at sight, cable TV, free wifi, Trash pick up from site every morning.

This is a nice park, very friendly folks.

We are here visiting Marc, Tracy, Mallory and April Briggs. Had a good afternoon visit and a good dinner with them at Tres Amigos Mexican food.

Going to visit Marc at his work and he will give us a tour! We had to cancel that as the weather has turned very cold and Marc is leaving work early so as not to get into icy roads!

Feb 25 – 26

Stinson, Texas

Texas Air Museum $3.00/person for museum tour. Harvest Host -Toured the Texas Air Museum in Stinson, Texas. This was a Harvest Host location so we were able to spend the night. This was a great tour given by Kenny who was a wealth of information. We were there for about 4 hours and we did not see the whole thing!!!!!

Feb 26 – 

Gozales, Texas

Elks Lodge $10 no hookups

Jeana’s Birthday! We went to Spoetzl (Shiner) Brewery in Shiner, Texas and took an abbreviated tour as they are enhancing the tour and plant. This is a great place. We sampled 4 of the beers, Black Lager, The Holiday Stout brew, Ruby Red and White Wing. All were good! And on the road to Betty’s!

Feb 27 –

Abbeville, Louisiana

Betty’s RV – $350/month, 50amp, water and sewer at sight. Sattelite good.

Judy, Dave and Gerald playing here tonight so we got here a little earlier than planned. I got to jam with the group some. Good fun!
Bayou Tech Brewing

Parish Brewing

Jam at Joes

Linda makes lunch at Daves

Merlenes 64th birthday at Aunt Irenes. Surprise for Merlene, Judy Bailey, Jim and Nancy and Betty.

Monica and Cordell take us a ride on the Party Boat down the Boston channel

Wawees changes to Poppas on Dat River, and the Gravel Dirt band played.

May 29 – still here waiting for a package.
May 29 – went to United States Coast Guard Cutter Pelican change of Command at the Port of Vermillion. Betty has a renter, Josh Martin, who is a Senior Chief in the Coast Guard. As it turns out he is taking command of the ship Pelican and invited us all to the Change of Command ceremony. This was a fun event. We also got to go on board (which we had done a year or so ago) and included in the ceremony was a crawfish boil, sausage, corn and potatoes, all of which were very good!

May 30 – Went to Russ Harvey funeral (Lauri and Russ). It is so sad, only 53 years old.

Also went to Erath to the Café Museum jam. I got to play a fair amount taking some “Rides” on occasion.
Sad to leave but we are ready to move on!

While here we saw:

Cal & Marie Ledrew, Jim and Nancy Tidball, Tom and Ann Troy, Peggy Snively, Wayne and Marlene (Canadians), Jean Paul and Celine (Quebec), Lynn and Richard Heberlin, Cheri and Louie, John and Sharon Hinton, Ron (Ron and Debbie), Reg and Karen, Charles and Sandy, Keith and Linda (friends of Charles and Sandy), Jim and DonnaLynn Vickers, Ray and Wendy Wright, Jim and Cookie Grigware, Rick and Brenda Lee, Ruth and Wendel, Marvin and Shirley Otejan, Randy and Jeri (Marvin and Shirleys friends) and of coarse, there were many new faces not mentioned here.

June 1 – 4

Robert, Louisiana

Jellystone Park, RPI $10/night, 50amp, water and sewer at site

We finally did it, we departed from Betty’s RV Park. Drove about 150 miles or less today.

Drove to town, Robert, Louisiana. Not much to see in this little town. Then drove to 

Brady’s in Hammond, Louisiana, Shrimp Salad, Portabella Mushroom burger (excellent food and very good price), Knarley Barley Korova Milk Porter, which was very, very good, Knarley Barley Katahoola Common was okay.

June 3 – Drove about 20 miles to Abita Springs to the Abita Mystery House. This is a kind of eclectic, strange, amounts to nothing place, but fun! Cost was $3.00 each to get into the museum. Some very large turtles (snapping) and just a lot of stuff that is organized kind of interesting. We walked around town a bit and drove some of the little narrow streets. It’s a very nice place with a very cool town center, many old houses some of which were hotels back in the days when the town was known for its spring water. Then over to the Abita Springs Brew Pub. This is the place Abita Springs beer began. The Brewery itself has moved a mile or so down the road to the town of Covington. This pub is very good. The food, a Portebella Sandwich and Shrimp Salad (again) was not a match to yesterdays food at Brady’s, but good enough. As it turned out, the Brew pub actually had a stout and a Baltic porter that was not available at the brewery. We liked both of these very much (Merlene preferred the stout and I the Porter). We bought a bottle of each for Jay Meachum as he had never tried these from Abita (we bought us a bottle each as well). We had a fun day!

June 4 – 5

Jackson, Mississippi

Walmart 

Nice easy drive up Hwy 55 to the park we were to stay at. We could not get a reservation for today, only the next four days, but we drove in to check on the 2 walking sites they might have: They did not! So, it’s the Walmart.
Spent a couple hours trying to get a new reset for the dish for TV. Finally got that figured out but rented a movie anyway from RedBox!

June 5 –

JacksonError: Reference source not found, MississippiError: Reference source not found
Lefleur State ParkError: Reference source not found - $18.00/day, 50amp, water at site, sewer dump on exit.

Very nice park right on Mayes LakeError: Reference source not found, and just next to the Pearl RiverError: Reference source not found. Beautiful view of the lake from our site (#3).

We were discussing how this might be a nice lake to put the kayaks on and then we saw an alligatorError: Reference source not found swimming in the lake! No worries, think we are going to put those boats in the water this weekend.

Off to tour the Capitols (the new and the old) of Mississippi just a few miles from us. We toured the “new” capitolError: Reference source not found building (built in 1931). It is a very nice building. As usual it is only used a 2 months of the year. A huge expense for tax payers.

We also toured the “Old Capitol” which was built in 1839 and was the capitol building until 1931. This is a now a museum of Jackson and Capitol history.

We then drove to check out Lucky Town BreweryError: Reference source not found. We drove by but it is pretty run down and decided not to stop.

We headed over to The Manship brew pub and restaurant recommended by Jim and Nancy Tidball. This was a nice place without draft beer but with lots of choices of beer, wine, liquors and food. We hit there at happy hour which is nice!

Merlene had a white wine which she said was very good. We both had Mystery Romp from Crooked Letter BrewingError: Reference source not found in Ocean Springs, Mississippi. This was an absolutely fabulous porter!

We also had a Margharet Pizza which was very good.

Sat outside and played cards and as it got darker we saw a few fire flies!

June 6 – Today we went Farmers Market in Jackson, then to the AG Museum, then to the Mississippi Hall of Fame. All were very good and we drove only 12 miles!

Back at the home, we spotted a Anhinga bird. These are similar looks to a Egret but much larger. They are often referred to as Snake Birds because the swim in the water, body submerged and their ling neck and head will come out of the water and it looks like a snake skimming across the water. We have seen a couple of these (don’t think they are the same bird) here at the lake. We have seen them in action as well, that is, their heads come up out of the water with a fish and the bird works its way to the shore and eats the fish. The fish sometimes gets away but the bird is pretty quick at getting it back or another fish. When its done eating, the bird roosts somewhere and keeps its wings spread out, perhaps dying the feathers? Very large bird, very cool to watch!

June 7 – Today we started the day with a 4 mile hike along the nature trail which skirts the Pearl River and several small lakes. Along the way we saw a small gator in a lake, smaller turtles on the trail, even a pair of turtles mating! Fun hike, a bit humid and buggy, but fun!

We also took the Kayaks out on the lake! While we were moving along a fish jumped up right beside me! Scared the crap out of me!!!! When I first saw him I immediately thought it was a sword fish…what, this is fresh water, can’t be a sword fish! The fish has snout that looked about a foot or two long. The fish itself seemed to be between 2 and 3 feet. It really was a big fish and I thought he was going to jump in the boat!!!! We think it was a Gar Fish.

June 8 – we walked the same trail as yesterday, 4 miles, this morning, then off to Jackson City for a walking tour. This is a 3 mile walking tour showing off old buildings and history including a war museum. We stopped and had lunch at Basil Plaza which was along the tour route. Pretty good and healthy food! (No beer).

Then off to LD’s Beer Run to purchase Crooked Letter Mystery Romp porter beer. We purchased a few other brews, got a growler full of Abita Springs Imperial Stout (to compliment our shrimp dinner later on). At LD’s, they have some draft beers but they cannot sell draft beer over the counter. They can give you taste of the beer on draft, or you can purchase a bottle of beer and open and drink it on premise, but they cannot sell the draft beer over the counter……whatever! We had a taste or two of brews.

 Bought us some take along beer as well.

June 9 – 10
DemopolisError: Reference source not found, AlabamaError: Reference source not found
Foscue Creek CampgroundError: Reference source not found $11.00/night with Senior Discount, 50amp, water, Dump Station (some sites have sewer at site), internet good, used batwing as we stayed only one night, got a few channels.

This is a Corp Of Engineers park and as usual, its great! We have site 13 right on the water, an inlet off the Tombigbee River.

This is a one night stay on our way to Montgomery but I could see staying here longer!

June 10 – 14
MontgomeryError: Reference source not found, AlabamaError: Reference source not found
Gunter Hill CampgroundError: Reference source not found, $12.00 with Senior Discount, 50amp, sewer and water at site. Internet is very weak. Satellite ok.

This nother Corp of Engineers Campground and is beautiful. The camp sites are absolutely first class with concrete pads, they are huge and the whole place is well manicured.

Got ourselves set up and was sure we could not get a satellite on the rooftop dish so I set up the remote dish. After 3 hours of screwing around with the remote, unsuccessfully, I tried the rooftop. After a bit I was finally able to get 110 in. Wasted the afternoon screwing around for shitty TV…..don’t know why I do it.

June 11 – Drove into town to see the Alabama State Capitol here in MontgomeryError: Reference source not found. This was an ok capitol, nothing to shout about other than it is the typical Capitol where the tax payers keep it up and non of the politicians use it, to speak of. The buildings situated around the Capitol are very big and bold reminding me of Washington D.C. landscape. One of these building is where the politicians meet for meetings and all, not in the Capitol itself.

Just down the street is the Old Confederate CapitolError: Reference source not found building. The sign said ‘Open’ but the door was locked, we will try it again.
We also drove a bit to see the Governors MansionError: Reference source not found. We got a look at the front but it is not open for touring until school is in session. It is a very nice looking house.

We drove to the Railyard Brewing CompanyError: Reference source not found. They really did not have a big selection of there own brews, not a porter or a stout available. We tried an Irish Red which was ok. Also had a TC Pump House Porter (another local brewery) and it was ok. We had a Portebello Sandwich and fish tacos. It was just all ok, nothing special.

Just downt through a connecting hallway is Elite MusicError: Reference source not found. This is advertised as a antique music store. I did not see a huge selection of guitars. There were some Supro Amps which I believe are new amps, very few old amps. It was an okay store but nothing special.

We also walked to ‘The Alley’ just down the street. It was kinf of interesting with shops and all.

We walked to the Riverwalk Ball ParkError: Reference source not found which supports the Double A team, ‘Biscuits’. These are related to the Tampa Bay Devil Rays. We purchased a baseball and considered going to the game but did not (lucky as it rained).

June 12 – Went into the city to the Hank Williams MuseumError: Reference source not found. This was an okay tour ($10/person). Then over to JalepenosError: Reference source not found in the Alley. Here is Mexican food that is okay and service was not that great.

Then over to get a picture with the statue of Hank WilliamsError: Reference source not found. I believe this to be the place he is buried.

Then to Chris’sError: Reference source not found to have one of their famous hot dogs! This place was great! The basic hot dog with everything, including special chili sauce was very awsum! We also met Gus, who is the Grandson of Chris. He is a fairly young guy and has a ton of stories, one of which was that his Grandfather did not much care for Hank Williams, who frequented this establishment very often, because Hank would often bring in women friends getting them drunked up and doing all the things one should not do in public, let alone the fact he was cheating on his wife. When Hank did not bring someone in, he would get into a drunken stupor. Amazing! While there, a gentleman came in and was telling Gus he had brought Bob Dillon in for a dog and he had been wishing Gus was there to meet Bob.

GusError: Reference source not found was telling us about the employees, some of which had worked there for 40 years or so. The Grandfather worked until he was 92, a black lady who worked there with the Grandfather worked there for 40 years plus and when she could not work anymore, Grandfather continued paying her her wage as she had helped in the creation of the Chili sauce and worked as if the place was hers.

June 14 – 16
ElmontError: Reference source not found, AlabamaError: Reference source not found
Mill Creek ParkError: Reference source not found – PPA $16.67/night, 50amp, sewer and water at site, no batwing reception, no internet and no cell. Satellite dish ok.

This is a relaxing place owned and operated by Margie and Mason McCary. It is a bit out of town and nothing special but just has a relaxing atmosphere, kind of funky but cool.

We actually came here as a second choice, that is, we headed to DecatorError: Reference source not found to Point Mallard Camp GroundError: Reference source not found but they were full. When we were ready to head this way, I noticed we had no coach battery power. Investigation showed we had lost a bolt on one of the battery terminals……a temp fix got us going again. Then off to Elmont.

The drive north in Alabama has been very nice. Northern Alabama is even more lush and green, and has some rolling hills, that the southern part.

June 15 - Along side the park is a rails to trails pathe which we walked a 4 mile strech into what was the town of Vicor. Very neat area here with farming houses that farm a lot of corn.

Heading into town to do laundry today. We had picked this park as it had laundry facilities but now we are thinking we can just go into town, do laundry and check the town out for the day. Did a 4 mile Rails to Trails walk before heading out.

Drove into HuntsvilleError: Reference source not found as it was closest town with Laundry facilities. While laundry was going we took a quick walk down the street but did not really see much. After laundry we drove to Below the Radar Brew PubError: Reference source not found, had some good lunch and brews. I had a STA Lilly Pad Milk  Porter tat was pretty good. Merlene had a Rocket R Vapor Trail and she liked it as well. All pretty good!!!! On our way home we stopped at a bunch of grocery stores and a Sprouts!

June 16 – Went to Belle ChevreError: Reference source not found (beautiful Goat) to take the tour of the goat cheese plant. This was fun and some of the cheeses, specifically the original was very good!!!!

Headed to Muscle ShoalsError: Reference source not found, FlorenceError: Reference source not found and SheffieldError: Reference source not found. We had luch at OdettsError: Reference source not found in Florence. This was a good for for Merlene place which we had not seen for a while. I had a bottle of Founders Porter which was good.

Then off to Muscle Shoals SoundError: Reference source not found in Sheffield. This was a sound studio used by many famous musicians including the Rolling Stones, Rod Stewart and on and on! Pretty low key cool place.

Then over the Alabama Music Hall of FameError: Reference source not found in TuscumbiaError: Reference source not found. This was a pretty cool place with lots of Alabama Musicians history. It was a $10 per person entry fee which was worth it.

June 17 –
LewisburgError: Reference source not found, TennesseeError: Reference source not found
Sandy & Charles campError: Reference source not found 30amp, well water, no blackwater sewer.

Had a cool drive here on some of the backroads  through Pulaski on alt 31 and  through Lynnville. Just a beautiful area.

Sandy and Charles met us at the truck stop in Lewisburg and guided us into their beautiful property, showed us around on the mule, fed us a great salmon dinner and we chated till after 1:00 (did not realize it was so late). The weather was beautiful with lightning and thunder all around but no rain and watched the fireflies and the sky clear up. Very fun!!!

June 18 – Charles and Sandy drove us all over today. Started out in FayetvilleError: Reference source not found where we had a nice lunch (Charles and Sandy paid for it) at a sanwhich shop (do not remember the name), then walked the square to all the little shops. Its one of those places where the courts and all are the center of town and everything else is across the street in a square configuration. We went into several shops, one in particular, Merlene made a small purchase. Drove to LynchburgError: Reference source not found, which the town is in the same square configuration. Lynchburg is very near the Jack Daniels Distillary and Jack Daniels goodies are everywhere in the town. We drove to Petersburg, which is yet another town square but this town is not doing so well, it is very desolate, sad. It was a great drive, very scenic and the houses are amazing.

At Charles and Sandy’s for cocktails and lite dinner. Drove the mule to watch sunset but the clouds would not let the sunset happen. Down to the duck pond to replenish the duck feeder. Good fun with very nice people.

June 19 – Merlene and Sandy when to NashvilleError: Reference source not found and did a little shopping. Later, they picked me up (Charles was not feeling well) and we went back to Nashville and had dinner at Edleys Bar-B-QueError: Reference source not found. It was very good food and they also had some decent tap beers. Mckinsey, Sandy’s daughter and her husband GroverError: Reference source not found joined us. They are very wonderful charming young folk.

After dinner we all moved over to the Fat Bottom BreweryError: Reference source not found and had a couple of brews. They were not bad but none were my favorite.

June 20 – Sandy and Charles are driving us to FranklinError: Reference source not found to Marcy Joes MealhouseError: Reference source not found. Here they have some great food including the Stuffed French Bread meal which includes: Two huge, thick slices of French bread that have some filling in the center, topped with whipped crème and fresh strawberries…..mmmmmm good!
We then walked the town, hit some stores, drove all round the area, beautiful land and houses. 

We went to Arrington VinyardsError: Reference source not found in ArringtonError: Reference source not found, Tennessee where they have music and bottles of wine! This was a beautiful setting looking over the rolling hills of vineyards and pastures. The music was great and the wine was very good. A wonderful afternoon/evening (6- 9) with food friends Charles and Sandy. Then back at their house with a fun evening of political and cultural discussions during a nightcap!
June 21 – 23 
NashvilleError: Reference source not found, TennesseeError: Reference source not found
Nashville Jellystone ParkError: Reference source not found – PPA $31.00/night, 50amp, Full hookups, cable TV

We finally left Charles and SandysError: Reference source not found campground and moved into Nashville. Headed over to M L RoseError: Reference source not found and met up with Charles, Sandy, Grover and Mckinsey for dinner. Great place! Merlene and I had grass fed burger. They also had some good craft beers on hand. Grover bought us bottle of Yazoo SueError: Reference source not found. It was very good!

Then over to The Station InnError: Reference source not found where there was a Sunday night open Blue Grass jam sessionError: Reference source not found. I did not have my guitar! It was a great place and we really enjoyed the music.

June 22 –  Checked out the CapitolError: Reference source not found building. This was probably the most plain Capitol we have seen of the Capitols, however, there were folks working in the capitol. We did a self tour although guided tours were available. Then we went over to Blackstone BreweryError: Reference source not found. We had a Maibock and a Porter, both pretty darn good. Merlene also had a Buffalo burgerError: Reference source not found that was very good and I had beersoaked sausage sandwich that was very good. Nice place!

We decided we would check out the Honky Tonks on lower BroadwayError: Reference source not found (did this in 2010). We hit many places, perhaps our favorite, which is the quietest place, is the Paradise Park Trailer ResortError: Reference source not found bar. We had been in this place several years back and its funky, but we liked it then and like it now.

When we were here a few years ago, we could not get into B.B. KingsError: Reference source not found because it was flooded. Since they have moved to Second Street. We did go in but we were somewhat disappointed. Music was good but the sound effects of the building were not. We wanted to order food but the kitchen closed at 10:00 (in a town that is open until 2:00 am, at least, everyday of the week). We did get free chips and Salsa.

June 23 – 24
LouisvilleError: Reference source not found, KentuckyError: Reference source not found
ElksError: Reference source not found – no hookups

Here they have a 30 amp hookup but we were not the ones that got it. We dry camped and it was a bit warm until the early hours of the morning.

This is a great Elks Lodge, friendly people (Duck, Tommy, Gary) having some fun. We had a few drinks in the cool bar while the rig cooled down via generator and air conditioning. We were both pretty tired from the days before here.

June 24 – 28
WilmingtonError: Reference source not found, OhioError: Reference source not found
Wilmington Thousand TrailsError: Reference source not found (TT) $0, 30 amp, water, no sewer in the spot we are in.

We have been here before. It is a nice park but the sewer sites are all taken.

June 28 – 29
Bowling GreenError: Reference source not found, OhioError: Reference source not found
Fire Creek RV ResortError: Reference source not found (PPA) $16.00, 30amp, Water, dump available.

This is an ok park, These poor folks were pretty flooded. Many sites were under water. We got the last ‘Dry’ site available. 

June 29 – July 5
St. ClairError: Reference source not found, MichiganError: Reference source not found
St. Clair RV ResortError: Reference source not found (TT) $0, 50amp, water and sewer at site. Good satellite.

On our way here, we stopped at Best Buy in Roseville, Michigan to pick up Merlenes new Canon CameraError: Reference source not found! Whooopie!!!

We are in the ‘B’ section and this is an ok section for satellite. This campground, like others we have been to recently, had a huge amount of rain so there is a lot of flooded type areas….more soggy that flooded, but very wet.

June 30 – we drove into Port HuronError: Reference source not found today. The drive over on hwy 29 is very cool. The highway runs just along side the St.Clair RiverError: Reference source not found which is filled by Lake Huron. We stopped in several places and looked over the large river which has very large ships traversing it.

Toured the town of Port Huron a bit, then over to Lynch’s Irish TavernError: Reference source not found for a brew and some lunch. There we had a Dead Eye Burbon Barrel Ale Stout Error: Reference source not found with some fish and chips. The stout was okay, the fish was pretty good.

Then we toured the Fort Gratiot LighthouseError: Reference source not found. This is an 86foot tall house and for $7.00 each, we got to go all the way to the top. There is a very cool stairway to the top and Merlene did absolutely great getting up and down the stairway. When we were at the top, she stood in the doorway that led to the outside platform going around the lighthouse, but I think that is great for her. The outside walkway was a bit odd as it slanted downward a bit. This is to let water and ice slide off the walkway.

When at the lighthouse, you are at the entry (or exit ) of Lake HuronError: Reference source not found. This is a huge body of water and apparently can be very dangerous to traverse, i.e.:many ships have sunk because of broken “backs” on this body of water!

Then over to Freighters eatery and tapsError: Reference source not found. We had a Erik the Red  beersError: Reference source not found ( a local beer), they were okay. We also had a shot of New Holland BourbonError: Reference source not found which is local. It was okay.

July 1 – We walked the town of St. ClairError: Reference source not found along the St. Clair RiverError: Reference source not found, a nice 1 mile river walk. Drove, again, through MarysvilleError: Reference source not found to Port HuronError: Reference source not found and walked the water front there. Then to Thumb Coast BreweryError: Reference source not found for some brews and lunch. We sat outside under a threatening sky on the Black RiverError: Reference source not found (flows into the St. Clair River), Food was very good, the Thumb Coast Cream Pint was ok, good all day drinking beer, the Ravencraig Porter (raspberry blend) was pretty good, and the Nitro Neopolitan was also good. The best of those seem to be the Ravencraig Porter.

Then we climbed aboard the trolleyError: Reference source not found for an hour or so tour of Port Huron. Good tour and we were the only ones on the tour!

 July 3 – We drove into DetroitError: Reference source not found today to see Comerica Park (Detroit TigersError: Reference source not found)Error: Reference source not found and Ford Field (Detroit LionsError: Reference source not found).Error: Reference source not found The drive to and from Detroit was about 45 minutes and was no problem at all.
Comerica Park is an outstanding looking ball park, very decorative with Tiger and baseball sculptures. It is a fun park!
Ford Field, which is an enclosed field, is also very nicely done. The inside is several levels. The street level has some of the old streets still existing and the concessions of all kinds line the streets. An old HudsonError: Reference source not found building is part of the décor. Its outside brick work is stunning. On the other side of the streets is the football field. All the immunities are very nice. Very cool field!

After our tours of the fields we had some lunch at the TaproomError: Reference source not found. Opted not to get a beet as they were hitting the $10.00 mark. We did have some lunch and the food was pretty good and not to outrageous.

July 4 – Went back Port Huron and visited the Sand FestivalError: Reference source not found which had some amazing sand portraits. Then back here for some music in the park. It was pretty good music which was a mixture of blues and rock.

July 6 – Back to Detroit to the Henry Ford MuseumError: Reference source not found and Greenfield VillageError: Reference source not found, which is part of the Henry Ford Museum. This is a massive place. We did a ‘ton’ of walking and we hustled through fairly quickly. We did not do the Ford Rouge Factory tour or the Imax theatre. We did have lunch at the Eagle TavernError: Reference source not found and the food was excellent as was the service.

July 9 - Drove to the township of LexingtonError: Reference source not found and strolled on the bay front. It is amazing the size of Lake Michigan. You cannot see land from where we are standing. It looks just like the familiar ocean. This is all fresh water! The weather today is cool and, on the water a bit breezy. The water is pretty choppy. We saw a couple of kayaks going out, its not the kind of water or weather I would enjoy kayaking on.
We then drove into town and strolled the streets. Its a cute town, mostly antiques and tourist stuff. We did stop at Lexington Brewery and Wine HallError: Reference source not found. Here they have there own brews and wine. We had a Molly Malone Stout, a James Brown Ale, and a Paris Bar Sandwhich. The brews were pretty good, but we have had better, but all in all, pretty good. Very cool building!

July 10 - Leaving the RV at the camp spot and drove the car to Toronto, Canada.
We stayed in the ALT Hotel (in the town of Mississiaga) which was very nice. It is a Euro Style rooms, very modern looking, very comfortable. The hotel was about 30 miles to Toronto. Everything is in Kilometers so I may have this wrong! We drove into Toronto to check the city out and discovered the PanAm games are in progress. Parking was very expensive (about $25) and we figured we would only be there a couple of hours, so we decided not to stay. We headed back toward the hotel and stopped at the Great Lakes Brewery in the town of Etobicoke. They had some decent brews there, in particular a burbon beer ale that was very good, but not on tap, however, there were two bottles left in the fridge, but by law you could not drink them on premises. We hestitated to long and someone else bought them.

Back on the road toward the hotel we stopped at Pizza Hut for some dinner. Turns out we ate a lot of Pizza this trip!
On July 11 we took the subway into Toronto and toured the Rogers Centre, the field that the Toronto Blue Jays and the Canadian football team shares. This is a pretty bland stadium however, we were fortunate to be there at a time when they were changing it around from a concert type setting to a BMX setting. So, we were watching the tear down an setup of the contents of the stadium. As it turns out, the opening ceremonies of the PanAm were held at Rogers Centre Stadium the night before and we were witnessing the tear down of that setting. It was actually very interesting. Things like the pitchers mound can be floated to correct height or lowered to floor level, stadium seats can be moved on tracks, by machine, to different seating positions. This is the first stadium to have an opening and closing dome top. So while the stadium itself was somewhat bland, it has some history and is a very useful park.

I should note that Rogers Centre is in the center of the city, just next to the space needle looking building that you use as a reference point for everything in the city (i.e.: Union Station).

We walked into Whistle Steam Brewery to get food and brew but they had no food so we went elsewhere for the combo thinking we would return, however we totally forgot to return.

We had lunch at Boston Pizza which was very good, a Mediterranean Pizza and a Mediterranean Salad. They also had a fairly good pitcher of Rick Red beer to wash it down.

 Then off to the old Distillery District by bus, a very crowded bus. This is an area that most all the distilleries, in a past time, existed. It was a very cool few blocks of brick streets and buildings. Now the area is filled with shops and the like to attract tourists. We saw the Mexico PanAm handball team there as well.

Mill Street Brewery, on Mill Street of the Brewery District, had some good brews as well. Merlene had a Dubbler that was very good.

While at the District, there was a young lady who was handing out discount packets for Boston Pizza which included a free shuttle to the establishment. Us being very smart people thought we could get a ride back to the Union Station area.....WRONG, they shuttled us out farther away from Union Station to another Boston Pizza location! No worries, we had a us a beer then those same folks were very nice and shuttled us to the Union Station location!

We walked around town a bit more then decided we had had enough and grabbed the subway home. We did stop and get Pizza for dinner!

July 12 (Sunday), we drove to Niagra Falls. This is an amazing place. The amount of water is just unbelievable.

We walked into town and had a couple of brews and some food at Niagra Brewing. They had some decent brews there.

Then headed back to Michigan to the RV. It was a great time and we had no issues going across the border either way.

July 13 - 19
Stockbridge, Michigan

Heartland Woods Family RV (RPI) - $10/night 50amp, water, dump available.

This is an out of town by 6 miles or so. It is very nice. We scored in that we were given a concrete pad site which are normally reserved for park members. They gave this to us because they had so much rain the ground was very saturated and they feared we wuld get stuck.

Our drive here was about 120 miles west of St. Clair and was a very nice drive.

July 14 - Lynn and Richard Hiberlen came over and visited today. We went to the town of Chelsea and had lunch at the Smokehouse 52 BBQ. It was very good (The Philly Pit Beef is excellent). Richard and Lynn headed for home from there and Merlene and I, after getting some fuel in the car, went back to town and walked the streets. Its a pretty nice place.

July 15 - We drove to Lynn and Richards house in Ann Arbor. They have a great place built in the 1920’s. Very Nice! From there house, we walked to the city where the Art Festival was being held. Very cool stuff and a whole lot of it! Playing his Piano was Mr. B. His is so very good and is very unique in that he has his old piano set up on a bicycle and trailer. Very cool! He calls it the Joyboxexpress (joyboxexpress.com).

While in town we ate at the Blue Nile Restaurant which is Ethopian food. It was very good!

From there we walked to the University of Michigan sports complex which is very awesome. We also walked the Lawbrarium which is a very cool old building. Then back to Lynn and Richards house for a sit on the porch. Lots of walking to very interesting places.

On our way home, we stopped at the Chelsea Alehouse Brewery. They had some good brews there. We enjoyed a Hillwalker Scotch Ale and a Morchella Rye Porter.

July 16 - We met Lynn and Richard in Chelsea, ate a good lunch at Cleary’s Pub, then to the Jiffy tour!

This is a great tour with lots of info and a walk through the processing plant. It is amazing that this is the only Jiffy plant and they supply product Nation wide.

We then drove to the town of Hell. This is a very small town, population 74. It has a diner, a bar, and a retail store. Very pretty area that contains a dam on the river. We looked over the shop, sent a few postcards from “Hell” out and then had a beer at the bar.

Richard and Lynn dropped us off at the car back in Chelsea and they went home. We hung out for the Thursday music that is played all over town. It is very cool and every Thursday from 6:30 to 8:30. We had some dinner, a great Jalepeno Pizza, at Cleary’s Pub. Then ended up at the Chelsea Alehouse Brewery and had our Porter and Scotch Ale.

July 17 - We drove into Lansing (about 30 miles) to visit the capitol of Michigan. We had a great tour of the capitol, which I think, is one of the higher ranking capitol buildings. Our tour person, Valerie, works for the state, and she is a historian, specifically on the Capitol building. Consequently, we got some great information. Along on the tour was a House Representative who was able to add information as well, so it was a very informative tour. The building itself is great. Seems that Michigan is very conservative in regards to spending monies on the capital, at least in days gone by. This building, unlike many others, is in use very often!

There was no gift shop in the capitol, now, we need a Christmas tree ornament from the capitol. We have to find the Historical Museum Store, which took us an hour or so, but we did find it but all they had was a funky thing we could use for an ornament.

From there we walked to Midtown Brewing Company. This is just a few blocks from the Capitol. They had pretty good brews, we had a Beggars Brewery Milk Stout (pretty good), and a Chocolate Orange stout (pretty good), followed by a Midtown Brewery American stout (also pretty good), accompanied by a couple of grass fed burgers. All very good!

We then drove a few blocks over to Elderly Music. This is a very cool music store, probably the best assortment of quality music stuff in one store I have seen. Their prices were a bit high for me (my Fender strat must be worth $1000 at least compared to what they have). But still, it was very cool.

We then drove to Michigan University to the Dairy Store. Here they have Ice Cream and cheese for sale. The line for the Ice Cream is long, and there is not much cheese to excite us. Neither of us wanted Ice Cream (well, I did but figured I had been doing enough harm to the body as of late), so we checked out the cheese and it was not so interesting so we moved on.

We drove a couple of miles to East Lansing to Red Cedar Spirits. This is the oldest distillery in Michigan. We tried a flight of the vodkas, gin, whiskey and bourbons. All were pretty good, but not good enough for us to purchase any bottles. Just to validate if the booze was good, we each had a mixed drink. They were good, but the bottles were a bit pricey for what we would get.

On our way home we stopped at an old General Store. Very interesting place and the folks in the store were very informative. We ended up buying a bottle of Popov Vodka and heading home!

July 18 - Headed over to Lynn and Richards in Ann Arbor. We all went to a fabulous Farmers Market and eating establishment not far from there home. Lynn mad us a wonderful Indian Salmon dinner, then we all walked down to the Ice Cream shop and had a great ice cream. Fun, relaxing day!

July 19 - 20

Grand Rapids, Michigan

Robinetts Apple House Winery (HH) $0, no hookups

Nice drive to this site.

Drove into town to the Gerald R. Ford museum. This was a good museum that gave some good background about a person who took over the presidency under not normal circumstances.

Then over to Founders Brewing Company. These folks have some good brews, probably some of our favorites. Today we tried the Porter (pretty darn good), Dirty Bastard (very good), and the Angelic Revenge (best). We accompanied the brews with a brusetta plate which was very good.

July 20 - 24
Bellaire, Michigan

Chain O’Lakes Campground (PPA) $17.00, 30 amp, water sewer at site. Satellite not attainable. Internet good, Cell good.

Drove up the coast of Lake Michigan, stopped and had a picnic lunch on Lake Michigan, just above Torch Lake, and then continued on to:
Petoski which is a cool big money town. There is Beards Brewing Company which had some pretty good brews.

Charlevoix which is pretty cool place with two old time streets, one for artists and the other is the typical shops but this looks pretty great. There is also have the Lake Charlevoix Brewing which had  some very good brews including Geyser Brown and Pine River, both very good and reasonably priced ($5.00).

Drove into Bellaire today, Merlene got herself a haircut, then walked the town and stopped in at Shorts Brewery and had ourselves a couple of beer and some dinner. All very good and reasonably priced. We thought the Magician brew was excellent and the Bellaire Brown was very good. The best depends on which one of us you are talking to!

On our way home, we stopped at the Beallaire Smokehouse and purchased some smoked whitefish and smoked cheese.

July 23 – We took a nice drive into Traverse City and did the following:

Visited the Peninsula Lighthouse which is about 20 miles or so on the peninsula in the Grand Traverse Bay. While at the end of the road, on the beach of Lake Michigan, we had a picnic lunch. On our way back to Traverse City, we stopped at a cherry farm and picked 5 pounds of cherries. This was pretty fun until we were walking up to the pay station with our bucket of cherries and Merlene tripped and fell. She and the cherries faired out ok.

We walked around Traverse City, then hit Mackinaw Brewing Company and tried on a couple of there brews. They were okay, but not our favorite. We then headed over to Traverse City Distillary and tested there Whiskey, Bourbons, Vodka, and Cherry Vodka. They were all pretty good, but all fairly expensive. The Cherry Vodka with lemonade was excellent!

We then drove out of the main city into the outskirts a bit to Right Brain Brewery. We had a couple of stouts that were ok. They had sandwiches and burgers all for $7.00. The deal with them was they were all wrapped up with waffles instead of regular buns. Well, just had to try a burger with waffles as the bun. Not bad but I would have preferred the bun!

On our way home, in the little city of Alden (cute town), there was Farmers Market and a Blues Band called Sweetwater Blues. We hung out and listened to them until they quit playing. We really enjoyed the music! What a great day!!!

July 25 – 28

St. Ignace, Michigan

Tiki RV Park and Campground (PPA) $??, 50amp, Sewer, water at site.

This is an ok camp spot and right in town.

On our way here we went over the famous Machinaw Bridge.

We walked the boardwalk, Went to fireworks display at night which was very nice, visited the light house and seen it lighted up at night, viewed the Machinaw Bridge Lighted at night from the Machinaw Bridge viewpoint, was interviewed on Saturday night by the DJ playing music through the town sound system.

While here, our refrigerator went out. We have been busy testing to try and determine the issue. Did see the plugs had been hot. We replaced those. Tested Thermistor.

July 27 – Took the ferry over to Machinaw Island. We rented a tandem bike and road around the island. Walked the town, had a few beers and a flatbed pizza. Good day on a typical tourist island.

July 28 - 30

Manistique, Michigan

Kenwaden Casino $0, 2, 30amp, 6, 20amp, no water or sewer, internet is not good, TV antenna good.

We headed west on on Hwy 2, which is a very pleasant drive, to this casino. In the car, we drove back east to Seul Choix Point (last chance) Light House we past a few miles back. This little bay is very nice. The shore looks like sand but a closer look is that it is sea shells and not sand. Put my feet in the water and it is cold. The story goes that in the early days, a raging storm occurred and the French boatman took refuge in this bay and called it Last Chance or Seul Choix.

The lighthouse is 85 foot tall and very nice.

We then drove back west, past the casino to Manistique East Breakwater Lighthouse. This is a very cool walk on the breakwater structure to the lighthouse and is very picturesque. We drove into Manistique and looked around town and there is not that much to see. There is a beautiful old Water Works brick tower that was very cool and behind it was a storage garage that had a very old hook and ladder fire truck. There is huge aqueduct that runs through town to a plant which we assumed to be a water treatment plant. On both sides of the aquaduct is small running river water. We believe all this water is part of the Manistique River.

July 29 – We took about a 4 mile walk on the boardwalk that runs along the coast line of the Lake Michigan. The water here is so clear, but white caps and small waves just like the ocean we are used to. On the walk there is more information on how brutal these lakes can be: they talk of 20 foot waves that break a freighters hull.

After our walk we drove over to Big Spring, or Kitch-iti-Kipi, in Thompson, just about 15 miles from us. This is a beautiful spring fed lake with water so clear you can see the bottom. They have a raft you can pull yourself on over the springs that are feeding the lake at about 10,000 gallons per minute, year round, 24 hours per day. As you go across the water, you can see the sand on the bottom shifting from the springs, yet the top of the water really shows no indication that any forces below are occurring. It was very cool.

We also drove by Indian Lake, another beautiful lake with crystal clear water, nobody around and wishing we had brought our lunch for a picnic.

July 30 – 31

Escanaba, Michigan

Hilltop Super RV Center $0, no hookups

Drove in here to check in for Fridge checkout in the morning. They let us stay in a gravel lot just down the street.

Had a Veggi Pasty from Donners….excellant!!!!!

July 31 – Aug 2

Escanaba, Michigan

County Fairgrounds $20/night, full hookups, good internet, good TV

Got to Hilltop Super RV Center at 7:30 this morning (we both woke up early for this), one look and the technician knew the cooling unit was shot. We spent a good part of the morning getting an Ice chest and Ice and finding a place to stay. Ordered up the cooling unit, washed car…hanging out until our unit gets here. Need to do some basics anyway.

Aug 1 - Drove over to Ludington Park and went on an almost 4 mile walk along the shoreline, walked through the Festival tents, then to the Sand Point Lighthouse.

Drove through downtown Escanaba which is pretty cool with very old buildings. Stopped and had lunch at Hepford and Hops brewery pub and had a good pizza some decent brews. We tried the Blackstone Stout, a Black and Tan (stout with a Whispering Ale topper), a taste of the Brown Ale and Red Ale. We liked the Blackstone Stout the best. Then stopped at Jims Music store which was pretty nice.
In the evening, about 7:00, we had an added treat: From our camp spot we could watch the races at the County Fair Grounds. I mean the track is like 100 yards away, better than the grandstands I think! They had from the small car, sprint cars, modifieds running. It was fun races.

Aug 3 - The refrigerator parts arrived at Hilltop RV today (Monday). Have to wait till Thursday for the install unless there is a cancellation!

Thursday dropped the RV off at Hilltop for the refer cooling system changeout. About 10:00 we get a call with problems. John the tech said he had to cut a bunch of wires, job was going to take a lot longer. I decided we needed to do the job ourselves.

We drove to Pioneer Park.

Aug 6 – 9

Escanaba, Michigan

Pioneer Park $27.00 , 30amp, Water, Dump available.

Istalled cooling unit in refrige. Bill, who worked at Hilltop stays there in the summer. He was off work and helped us out a bunch.

Aug 9 -12

Christmas, Mishigan

Kewadin Casino $0, 30amp, no sewer or water

On our way here, we stopped at AuTrail Falls. Once we arrived at the casino, we headed back to Scott Falls.

Cruised the little town and its kind of cool.

Aug 10 – We did the following Falls:

Munising Falls

Tannery Falls

Miners Falls (really nice)

Alger Falls

Wagner Falls

We also had a late lunch at Shooters Firehouse in town. Pretty good bean burger and regular hamburger. They had Picture Rock Brewery Milk Stout that was pretty darn good.

Aug 11 – Today we drove out north east on Hwy 58 to Chapel Falls and Mosquito Falls. Both nice falls. We hiked about 5 miles or so to get to both of these. Good hikes. We were scheduled to go on the Pictured Rocks Boat Cruise today but they reported waves of 4 foot in Lake Superior. We rescheduled  for tomorrow.

Aug 12 – Today we drove to Sundell where the Laughing White Fish water fall is. This is a nice water fall, only about a half mile hike into it. It is probable very pretty during the spring.

We boarded our boat or the Pictured Rocks boat tour about 6:00. This was a nice relaxing boat tour, some beautiful colors on the rocks, and we saw the Spray Falls waterfall. It is a nice fall right into Lake Superior.

Aug 13 – 15

Germfast, Michigan

Big Cedar RV Campground, $26.00/night, 30amp, water and sewer at sight. Could not get sat 129, no TV antenna stations, weak internet.

Drove into Grand Marais. This was touted very highly by many. We just did not see the attraction. No big deal.

We hiked to the Sable Falls which was ok. Lots of wooden steps to get to the falls.

We also drove over to the Light tower which is different than any other we have seen. It was more on stilts than the typical cylindrical light houses.

We did eat and have stout beer at the Lake Superior Brewery with friends Robbie and Alice who we met at Kawdins Casino in Christmas. The stout was pretty good!

Aug 15 -18
Tahquamenon Falls, Michigan

Tahquamenon Falls State Park $23.00 + 31.00 yearly pass on RV (already had one for the car). 30amp electric (site 7). Dump available.

Arrived about 2:00, went over to Lower Falls, then to the upper falls. Lots of people on the lower falls, in the water, but it is nice. The Upper Falls are very nice.

Also stopped at the Tahquamenon Falls Brewery and had a Black Bear Stout. It tasted fairly watered down.

Aug 16 - Today we got up a little early and hiked back to the lower falls so Merlene could take some photos without people in them. It worked out pretty well. We also drove out to Whitefish Point on Lake Superior. There is a nice Lighthouse there and nice beach on the lake. On the way to the lighthouse, we passed through the town of Paridise which we checked out. Not much there.

Aug 18 – 19

Fayette, Michigan

Fayette State Historical Park $19.00, 50amp, no water or sewer, no internet, 1 TV channel (did not try satellite but lots of trees here)

This is a very nice little park that sits just beside Lake Michigan and the in the Big Bay of De Noc. It has Vault type toilets, no showers and no dump. There is a hose spigot if you needed water.

Just .4 miles and part of the historic park is the setting of Fayette which was once a mecca for pig iron, limestone and lumber. There are old houses and the smelts which iron was created. They have some great history here and have a great job of restoring and maintaining the houses and brick buildings.

The bay itself is very pretty.

Aug 19 - 20

Manistique, Michigan

Indian Lake State Park $25.00, 30amp, water, dump available.

Met up with Bernie and Dodo here. Had a great day visiting with them. They provided lots of wine and dinner! Lot of fun!

Aug 20 - 23

Oconto, Wisconsin

Holtwood RV Campground - $28.00, 50amp, water, sewer and dump at site. Could not get sat 129 (barely got 110), could be the tree in front of me. Good internet.

This park is on the Oconto River in the middle of town. Nice campground, recommended by Bernie and Dodo.

On our way here we stopped at the Rail House Brewery in Marinette, Wisconsin. We had lunch and Burbon Ale, which was very good, a Dubbel which was not bad, a Stout which was ok, a Bock which was not that great.

We then stopped at a Cheese and gift shop, also in Marinette. Sampled a few Wisconsin cheeses, bought some Wisconsin cheeses.

Aug 21 – We had to move from one spot to the other today as we decided to stay at this campground for another couple of days, then, off to the Green Bay Packers football field in Green Bay, Wisconsin. This was a good tour (we took the classic tour). This is a nice stadium and its been around for a while. It is also owned by investors.

We also went to a late lunch at Titletown Brewing Company. Merlene had a n excellent Elk burger, I had a some pretty good Perch fish. We also shared a clam chowder soup that the barkeep touted as the best. The Titletown brewing has ok brews, we had the Helmet which was a stout, and a Green. All okay but nothing great.

Aug 22 – Went to Onconto Falls to the Napa as wee needed gas fill hose for the RV (the old was leaking). Installed hose and kind of hung out the rest of the day. Merlene cooked up a bunch of food to freeze as it looks like we will be dry camping for a while.

Aug  23 – 27

Carlsville, Wisconsin

Harbour Village (RPI) $10.00/night, 50amp, water, dump available, no satellite, 3 channels on TV antenna (ABC). Ok internet (used the campgrounds which worked better than ours).

The spot we are in is dark. It’s a very wooded area and I think all the discount folks get these sites as there are some more open sites.

We went all over the Door County area. It really is a beautiful area and all the little towns are fun towns. We liked this better than the Upper Penninsula or Machinaw Island in Michigan.

Our treks included several light houses:

Sherwood Point Lighthouse, Sturgeon Bay

Sturgeon Bay Ship canal Lighthouse, Sturgeon Bay

North pier Headlight, Sturgeon Bay

Cana Island Lighthouse, Baileys Harbor (this was just a glimpse as we did not want to pay to go out to it)

Plum Island Range Light, Gills Rock

Pilot Island Light House, Gills Rock

We also hit several breweries:

Shipwrecked, Egg Harbor (ok brew)

Orchard Country Winery (Lautenbachs), Fish Harbor (pretty good lite wines)

Door County Brewing, Baileys Harbor (ok brew)

Door County Distillery, Carlsville (very good Vodka, Gin, Bitters…all very good but not as good as Head Frames in Butte, Montana, but a close second.

Also did Renard’s in Sturgeon Bay which has some fabulous cheeses at very reasonable prices. We bought several kinds of cheeses on our way into Door County, we will probably stop again on our way out.

We also did a Fish Boil at Pelletter’s in Fish Creek. This was a great meal, fun to watch the fish, potatoes and onions get cooked. The plate included two healthy white fish pieches from the lakes surrounding Door County, cole slaw, potatoes, onions, bread, iced tea, and cherry pie. All very good.

The weather here was very cloudy and somewhat cool until the last afternoon at the Fish Boil. It cleared up and the weather was very nice.

With exception of Washington Island, we hit every main town in Door County and drove many backroads. We had some fun here and enjoyed it.

Aug 27 – 30

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Elks # 46, donation, 15amp, no hookups

This is a really accommodating Elks Lodge. These guys want to make you comfortable. Dick made sure we had a little electricity, put cones all around the RV and car. We were bought about 3 rounds of drinks and had lots of fun conversation.

Roger took us on a tour of the lodge and it is very cool with swimming pool, bowling alley, saunas, spas, exercise room, all used by the lodge and rented to the general public.

On the 28th, we toured the Miller ParkError: Reference source not found, home of the Milwaukee BrewersError: Reference source not found. This is a great park. Very organized and gave a feeling of large. Good Tour and would rank the park in the upper 5.

Had a late lunch at the Milwaukee Ale House. I really enjoyed this place that sits right on the Milwaukee River. The food was reasonable and very good. The brew was pretty reasonable as well. We both had the Sheepshead Stout and it was very good.

Then over to the Miller Brewing (MillerCoors). This was a good tour, not as interesting as the Budwieser tour but a good tour. They allow 3 drinks and we had the Batch 19, which we had had at Coors, which is pretty good.

Aug 29 – Went back into town and did the Harley Davidson tour. We spent, including lunch at the “Motor” resturaunt, 5 or 6 hours. This was a great tour that you gotta do. At lunch we had a Motor Oil stout  from Lake Front Brewery. This was pretty darn good, as was the food. I am sure the “Motor Oil” stout is labeled something else in other places.

Aug 30 – 31

Monona, Wisconsin

Walmart $0, no hookups.

Drove 7 miles to Madison to see the Capitol of WisconsionError: Reference source not found. This is a beautiful capitol building inside and out. The streets are situated in all octagon toward the capitol, that is, North, Northwest, northeast, south, southwest, southeast, etc…streets all have a grand walkway into the capitol. The inside is spectacular, very ornate. We were even allowed to sit in the senate chairs (but not the assembly). It also has an observation deck Like all capitols, its use is limited. It also has an observation deck which allows you to walk around just at the bottom of the dome. Attached sculptures on the outside of the building are very cool.

Good tour!

Over to the Mustard Museum in Middleton, Wisconson. This is a very interesting place with more different types of mustard than one can imagine. Good fun, and yes, we bought a few mustards.

Aug 31 – Sept 1

Black River Falls, Wisconsin

Rest Stop just south of Black River Falls

Had a beautiful drive through the back country of Wisconsin. Lots of Beautiful farmland.

We did stop in Mount Horeb and walked the town of Trolls. This town has 20 or more life size trolls carved out of wood. They are all so very cool.

We even ate at the Grumpy Troll Brewery which had good food and pretty good beer.

From Mount Horeb, we drove some crazy back roads to Mauston where the Carr Valley Cheese company, store number 2 exists. Here we tasted some cheese and of coarse bought some. Then off to our rest stop.

Sept 1 – 3

Chippawa Falls, Wisconsin

Chippawa County Fair Grounds $30/night 50amp, water. Sewer at site, good internet, good phone, good TV antenna (sure satellite would be good).

This is a great spot to hang for a day or two. Just a short walk to Leinenkugels Brewery. We went on the brewery tour and did 5 tastes. All the brew was pretty good. Bought some clothes there.

Sept 3 – 10

Red Wing, Minnesota

Treasure Island Resort & Casino $160/week, 30amp, water and sewer at site. Good internet, good phone, good tv antenna. Sure satellite would be good.

It was a beautiful drive here (99 miles). Minnesota is very pretty.

Drove into the city of Red Wing and checked out the city. They are really working over the streets here but the town is doing very well. We also checked out the Red Wing store, the museum and ended up buying a couple of pairs of shoes.

We checked out the Red Wing Olive oils store and bought a few bottles of vinegars. I think these are the best we have tasted.

We had lunch at the Red Wing Brewery. Great white pizza. Brews, stout and porter, were ok. Like many of the brews here, they do not seem to have the good flavor we like in stouts and porters.

Just down the street from the brewery was a tiny guitar shop. We went and checked it out and ended up leaving the Breedlove acoustic for a tune up, including enhancing the action. The name of the shop is Tree Strings and the Luthier is Brian Stewart. Felt very strange leaving the acoustic there. Brian only charges $35/hour!  Unheard of!

Sept 5 – Headed out to Minneapolis to Target FieldError: Reference source not found, home of the Minnesota TwinsError: Reference source not found. From the outside, this ball park gave the effect of boring. It did have sculptures and such outside and they were nice, but the park itself did not appear to be exciting. Once inside on the tour, this ball park became a very nice park. It really has some nice features and gave a good comfy feeling. Pricing was not bad and seating areas were great. It was a very good tour.

Then to lunch (2:20ish) at the Town Hall Brewery. This place was great! They had the best Stout (Three hour tour) I have tasted in a very long time. Merlene had Nitro Java Porter that she thought was excellent as well. They only sell on premises and growlers to go….what a bummer, best we have had in a long while. The food was also very good and, they had a band playing Rolling Stones music and we were right up front to enjoy it!

We then slid on over to St. Paul to see the Capitol of Minnesota. We knew that this capitol was closed for renovation until 2016, but we took a look at it anyway. It looks really good and we figured most of the work was being done inside. It looks like a beautiful capitol.

Just down the street from the capitol was the St. Paul Catholic Church. This thing is monstrous, huge and very nicely designed.

Then we drove to Minnehaha FallsError: Reference source not found in St. Paul. This is a beautiful waterfall accessible for viewing within a park in the middle of a large neighborhood. It was very cool!

Sept 6 – We drove the Great River Road (which skirts along the Mississippi River) today, first heading south east, stopping at the Round Barn Farm ( a bed and breakfast that really does have a round barn), Frontiac State Park, stopping in Lake City for some awesome Sweetango Apples,  then into the town of Wabasha and Slippery’s whose claim to fame is the Movie “Grumpy Old Men”, then over the bridge crossing the border, back into Wisconsin, Stopping in the city of Nelson at the Nelson Cheese factory which was absolutely packed with people buying ice cream cones, stopped in the city of Stockholm and bought a loaf of delightful healthy bread from the bakery, and by the time we hit Bay City the rain was getting more consistent, then over the bridge back into Minnesota.

When were in Wabasha we stopped and had a picnic lunch on a little fishing lake. Driving just a bit further, at Reeds Landing, was Reads Landing Brewery. This is in a great old brick building. The brewery is on the lower floor and the restaurant and taps are on the second floor. This was a very cool place and the porter and stout were excellent! The sad part is that they can only sell in the restaurant and in growlers.

As we drove through the towns, some with as small populations (from 99 – 160), they were bustling with people, every town!

Sept 8 – Took a little drive back into the city of Red Wing today, picked up the Breedlove which now plays great, then drove to Memorial Park which is a park converted from a lime stone quarry. This is a beautiful park with great views, awesome estanchuaries. We even saw a couple of Eagles flying above. Then down into town for some lunch at Kellys Tap House and Grill. Food was okay, I really enjoyed the Left Hand Stout Nitro.

Then over to Hobgoblin Music store which is very unique, cool store with lots of different instruments and specialize on hand made harps. Very cool old converted barn building.

Then over to Andersons at the Tower Sculpture Garden. This is very cool place with some very abstract artist renditions made out of, well, anything. It is quite the complex. The Andersons were the inventors of Puffed Rice and Puffed Wheat and Quaker Oats used the place for research and development of products for some time. This also has the Tower structure for which it is named. Interesting place.

Sept 10 –  12

Decorah, Iowa

Pulpit Rock Campground  $20, 30amp, no water or sewer at site. Dump available.

This is a nice little city park. Nice relaxing ride to here. On our way we stopped in the little city Cannon Falls and viewed Cannon Falls waterfall. Small stairstepping falls, but nice.

We had driven to Austin Minnisota, ready to head down the 35 into Iowa, then realized that Wayne and Sharon lived east of where we had gone, so, we headed east for 76 miles to Decorah. 

Walked to town on a rails to trails type path, very nice.

Two Breweries, Pulpit Rock and Toppling Goliath breweries, neither of which had that good of brews for our taste, ok, but not that good.

Dunning Springs waterfall. This was a nice little water fall, spring fed.

Sept 12 – 15

Fayette, Iowa

Wayne and Sharon Barness Home

Having a good time visiting friends.

Sept 15 – 17

Manchester, Iowa

Delaware County Community Center - $16/night, 50amp, water and sewer at site, good tv channels. Good internet, good cell.

Arrived today fairly early, only ones here. Drove to Dyersville and visited the Field Of Dreams, yep, the movie where the guy builds the baseball fields in the middle of the corn field and all the ghost players come out. This was a very cool place, interesting. Drove through the town of Dyersville which has some old buildings and stopped at a an Antique shop that had been advertised, it was pretty cool, lots of toys. There was also the Basilica Church, a huge building for the Catholic folks.

We drove back to Manchester and checked out the town which is also cute with its old buildings. There is a river that runs through Manchester and there has been some manmade falls built that are very nice. After checking that out we thought we would walk another section of town. As we were approaching the street, what else was there but a brewery……unbelievable….it is closed today and we will check it out tomorrow.

Sept 16 – Took us a drive to Balltown by way of  Petersburg to New Vienna, Luxemburg, to Millville, stopping at the Ferry Crossing that crosses the Missisippi River to Cassville then down through N. Buena Vista where a cool grotto exists, Down to Balltown, then to Sageville, back west to Rickardsville, Holly Cross and back to Manchester. This was a great scenic drive.

In Petersburg, there is a huge Catholic Church, the SS. Peter and Paul built in 1904. This is truly a magnificent building both in design and size. What is very odd is the town is very small, I am not sure how they fill the church. This church claims to be the first concecrated (make it sacred) church in Iowa. Every town we went through had at least one church that was very beautiful in design, but none as large as the one in Petersburg, which is odd because all the other towns were a larger population.

In Rickardsville, on our return home, we stopped at a little wayside down in a holler for lunch.

This was a beautiful drive that exposed the beauty of the farmland. When closer to the Missisippi, some view points gave a great view of the farmland on both Iowa and Wisconsin sides. Just a beautiful area.

Sept 17 – 20

Iowa City, Iowa

Dam Complex – Linder Point $13.00 (50% senior discount), 50amp, water and sewer at site Good internet, good TV. We are getting into wet season, fall and winter.

This is a very nice Corp of Engineer camp ground that is around the Mascoto Dam. They have some very cool fossil material that was uncovered in on of the dam floods in 2007 and 2010. The dam was built in 1956. The area seems to flood fairly often so while 2 floods have occurred since the dam, it is predicted many floods were diverted because of the dam.

Sept 18 – We drove about 15 miles into West branch to the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library. This is quite the set up with the presidents old housing where he grew up for a few years in West Branch, and the Library is also very good. This guy had a tough one with the 1929 depression. Good library, interesting man.

Sept 19 – drove just a few miles to Iowa City to the Old Capitol Building which is now part ot the Iowa University. This was a self guided tour. The Old Capitol was used for 11 years but even then was used by the university. This capitol was occupied in 1842 and used for 11 years before moving to Demoin. Seems strsnge. It’s a nice size building and for the limited time during a year politicians use it, it seemed the right kind of building that was moderate in design and interior. We will see what the Demoin Capitol looks like soon.

After our tour we stopped at Backpoket Brewery for a brew and some lunch. We had an interesting pizza there and a couple of Wooden Nickel brews which were ok. The service was terrible. As it turned out they were giving away free 6 pack of Backpocket Nubo beer. Its somewhat ironic as we wanted to take a taste of this beer but they were out  of it on tap.

Sept 20 – Sept 23

Linden, Iowa

Louie & Chari Heldebrand home 

We had no hookups here but we had a great time with these guys.

Sept 21 - First, They cooked us a wonderful breakfast, then we took a 5.5 hour  kayak cruise down the Middle Racoon River. It was a beautiful ride. We saw some eagles and blue herins. We stopped and had a little lunch we had packed on the river.

Then they made us a fish dinner that was delicious.

Sept 22 – Off to Des Moine, Iowa to see the capitol building. This is an awesome building, best we have seen so far! It is occupied 100 and 110 day of every other year. The elected politicians are farmers and businessmen. We then drove to see the covered bridge used in the movie Bridges of Madison County, then to the area where Bonnie and Clyde were shot, to John Waynes home in his young years, and to his museum. Then over to the city of Winterset to the bar used in the Bridges of Madison county.

The drive through the towns and back roads were really cool.

Sept 23 – 24

Lincoln, Nebraska

Walmart

We took a tour of the Capitol which is an awesome building. Its shap reminds me of the Empire State building. It is really spectacular, inside and out. It was a good tour and this capitol is actually used by the government politicians on a daily bases. They also have a Omnicameral government, that is, they do not split the house into senate and house, they are all as one, no party. The governeor is a party person but none of the rest represent a party.

Then out for lunch at the Leadbelly Pub which had good food. Beer was ok.

Then off to Kansas!

Sept 24 – 25

Marysville, Kansas

Marysville City Park $0, 50amp, no sewer or water.

This is a great little park that provides a spot with electicity. You can stay here for up to 5 days, no charge!!!

Sept 25 – 29

Milford Lake, Kansas

Curtis Creek (COE) $9.00 (senior pass), 30amp, water at site, dump available

Site 20 right on the lake beach! Great spot. Pulled in forward so as to have a better view of the lake.

Sept 26 - took off to Abilene, Kansas to visit the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home. This was about a 25 mile ride from the lake.

Both of us were sort of disappointed with this library. It did have lots of war facts, different war info but neither of us felt we got the real story of the presidency period. We were at the library somewhere between 3and 1/2 to 4 hours.

After the library we looked around for a place to eat in town (Abilene). There seem to be a farmers market or fair going on but no vendors or people were around! They had two bands playing, one bluegrass, the other some rock and blues, both sounded great but nobody was there! We could not find anyplace to eat in the old part of town so we drove into the newer section and found a Pizza Hut.

Seems to be a struggling town.

Spent a couple of days just enjoying the lake and weather. Took a Kayak ride on the lake, cleaned the kayaks.

Sept 29 - Oct 1

Topeka, Kansas

Shawnee Lake $19.00/night, 50amp, water at site, dump station, tv antenna good, good internet and cell.

This campground is just a few miles from the Capitol. Its a great spot looking over the lake inside of Topeka.

On our way here, we stopped in the town of Wamego, Kansas at the Oz Museum. This was a great little museum ($8.00/per senior adult) depicting the history of the making of the Wizard of Oz. This story was written in early 1900’s and had a whole line of books written by Frank Baum. Great museum!

Merlene wanted to skip back to the RV all the way down the yellow brick road!

Sept 30 - headed into town to do the tour of the state capitol of Kansas. A beautiful capitol it is! Very large, very ornate and took some time to build as it was tarted in 1861 (start of Civil war) and completed in 1904.

Before the tour, we had lunch at the Burger Stand at College Hill, and tasted a few brews there, all of which were ok but nothing special...the burger, which are bison and healthy, were excellent! Excellent service!

Oct 1 - 3

Lone Jack, Missouri

Lake Paradise Resort - (RPI) $13.00, 50amp, water and sewer at site. Needed antenna for internet and still slow. Good Satellite.

Had a ugly experience packing up this morning. Started jack retraction then the whole motor-home started rolling down the hill toward the lake. Fortunately I was standing close to the steering wheel and was able to jump in and get the foot brake down. Took us some time to dig out the steps but no apparent damage. Not sure why the parking brake prawl released and the Park Brake did not hold.

Once we got to our camp spot, we opened a bottle of Boulevard Brewing Stout (coffee) and it was very good. This is a Kansas City brewing company.

This camp ground is just on the edge of the city of Lees Summit.

Oct 2 - We drove to Independence, Missouri to the Harry S. Truman presidential Library and Museum. We visited his boyhood home, the home that he and his wife Bess stayed in and the Library. This was a pretty good presidential library that provided lots of info about the life and the presidency period.

We had some lunch at Square Pizza after driving all over trying to find some place to eat. It was a good veggie Pizza. Tried a Boulevard Brewing Wheat beer. It was ok but I am learning I am not a huge fan of wheat beers, but I think Boulevard Brewing has some good brews.

While waiting to take a tour of the the Truman home, we had a few minutes and there was the Music Gear music store. We popped in there and this was a cool place with some great gear. Would have liked to spent more time but we had to go! Did buy a raffle ticket to win a hand made guitar (toons, I think).

We then drove over to Kansas City, Missouri to check out the Kansas City Royals ball park. They are not giving tours now, something to do with them being in the playoffs, but we did walk around and get some pictures. Merlene had been looking at a virtual tour online and it did not look like anything special. Our walk around the park showed it had some cool features like a mini baseball field, and a merry go round.

Just adjacent to the baseball field is the Kansas City Chiefs football field. They had a lot of stuff going on there as well. Also going on and incompassing both the field area was a huge BBQ cookoff. $20 parking fee, minimum $30 entry fee......we did not attend.

Oct 4 - 5

Long Shoal Park (COE) $9.00 50amp, water at site, dump available.

We stayed here one night and it was a nice park. By the fifteenth, rates will go down to $4 for senior pass.

Oct 5 - 7

Osage Beach, Missouri

Elks Lodge 1215 $10, 30amp, no water or sewer.

This was a parking lot behind the lodge and worked great for us.

We drove to the Bagnell Dam which was interesting view sites.

Oct 6 - drove to Ha Ha Tonka State Park. Here we hiked the Spring lake trail which is about 4 miles. This hike takes you by the spring fed Ha Ha Tonka Spring (Ha Ha Tonka means laughing water) which has a huge amount of crystal clear spring water, then the hike continues past the castle ruins that were burnt in the 1950’s, through dolimite rock gardens, woodlands and other pretty things. Nice hike.

Then we drove down just a bit to the Natural Bridge and took another mile hike.

This was a nice place.

We drove around Lake of the Ozarks town. Interesting area, another place where land was flooded to create dams.

Oct 7 -  10

Owensville, Missouri

Lost Valley Lake Resort (RPI) $10, 50amp, water and sewer at site.

We have been here before. This is a nice campgound. The new Rand Mcnally GPS did not know how to get to this location, that is, it took us to an incorrect location. Merlene used the phone to get us to the correct location.

Oct 8 - Headed into the town of Hermann, Missouri, about 18 miles from us. This is a cute town and gearing up for and Octoberfest weekend.

We went to the Tim Mill Brewery Resturant for some snacks after walking the town a bit. Tim Mill is a brewery in Hermann and has their brew at every eating establishment in town. After some further town investigating we ended up at the Concert Hall and Barrel and had us a couple of brawts, German Potato salad and pickled crout. Pretty good!

We also cruised on over to Stone Hill winery and took a tour of the winery and the cellers that were created in the 1920’s. We did do some wine tasting, Merlene did not care for many of the dry wines. I liked some of the fruity wines (we bought a couple of those). Good informative tour, pretty good wine.

On our way back to the house we stopped at Swiss Meat and Sausage and bought some of the sausages that were available in Hermann, but were a dollar a package cheaper at this store! Merlene was happy!!!!

Oct 10 - 11

Chester, Illinois

Walmart

About 6 miles before, and about one mile outside of town are nice road rest areas not on the map...should have stayed in one of those.

This was a stop over, however, we discovered that Popeye character statues were all over town. They Popeye character was created here by Mr. Seger in the Thimble theater in the 1920’s. These are statues of all the characters in the Popeye series in different locations in the town and, some are scheduled to be planted up tot 2024!

We had a lot of fun running around checking these out. Cute little town and spread out all over the place.

Oct 11 - 14

Goreville, Illinois

Ferne Clyffe State park - Deer Ridge Campground(COE) $20.00/night, 30amp at site, water and sewer dump available, shower and bathrooms available. Satellite difficult, used the regular antenna and got lots of stations. Internet ok, phone ok.

This is a very nice park, colors are really starting to come into play.

We took a 3 or 4 mile hike into the waterfall which seems not to have a specific name, nor does it have any water falling! It is a beautiful area though, and you can see that when the water is flowing it would be very nice. The rock formations, all the scenery on the hike is breathtaking. Very nice hike area.

We hiked another 3 or 4 mile hike that went around the lake which was nice. Later we met up with Marvin and Shirley Otejen and had dinner at a great Mexican food place called La Fiesta in the city of Marion.

Oct 14 - 15

Paducah, Kentucky

Walmart

We drove to Metropolis, Illinois which boasts to be the Superman capitol. This is a small, looks to be dying community, but we did get some pics of Superman and Lois Lane. We were going to stay at the Harrahs casino, but we toured the town and it was so early we felt we should move on. By the way, Metropolis has been flooded several times by the Ohio River that runs between Metropolis, Illinois and Paducah, Kentucky.

So off to Kentucky we go!

Upon entering Paducah, Kentucky, we stopped at the welcome center which hosts the Whitehaven mansion which was built in the 1860’s. The home was sold and re-purchased and completed as a 1903 mansion. The house was lived in until 1968 and it was thought the house would be torn down. The land was going to be used for the Welcome Center and department of transportation decided the house should be saved and restored and used as the Welcome center office. It is very nicely done...Merlene thought it was gorgeous.

Here in Paducah we visited downtown which is a very cool place but does not seem to have a lot of patronage. Lots of cool old buildings and a farmers market but none of these seem to be used to their full potential.

The Ohio River runs along the downtown and has a very cool wall (a levee that was built after the 1930’s flood) that has murals depicting some of the history of the town. 

We also stopped at the Moonshine Company which produces moonshine. Here we got a great history tour by a young man whos great, great, great uncle was the first to create the recipe for tis moonshine. We tasted several and they were all very good.

Then headed over to  Dry Ground Brewery and had a Porter, Stout and Tripel. They all were ok. The building an atmosphere was good.

Oct 15 - 20

Middleton, Tennessee

Cherokee Landing (TT) $0, 30amp, sewer at site (only a few have sewer at site), water at site, internet slow, satellite under trees in this site, TV antenna works great.

We drove to Union Town thinking we would stay there but it was a pretty shankee place right in the middle of town and decided we would head here.

We have been just doing some maintenance stuff as we have been running pretty hard.

Oct 20 - 22

Millington, Tennessee

Meeman-Shelby Forest State Park

Drove around looking for booze, provisions, and chocks. Got a bottle of wine and the chocks and some vegetables.

Met up with Kristen and James at Kooky Canuck in Memphis, Tennessee for dinner. It was a late meet and I don’t think any of us were that hungry. We had a good visit. They both look great.

Met up with Ruth and Wendall who took us to Whistle and Pig BBQ. Very good BBQ, then they took us to the Middleton Navy Base and purchased some wine and beer for us at their rate. This is where Kristen and James are stationed, thought it would be funny if we ran into them.

Nice afternoon with nice folks!!!!

Oct 22 - 24

Abbeville, Mississippi

Hurricane Landing (COE) $8, 50amp, water, dump station available. Internet weak, satellite ok (but could not get dish to get the locals in for us out of Memphis, Tennessee). TV antenna worked fine.

Booze is purchased at package stores. Closed on Sunday. Beer can be purchased in grocery stores.

The color here is beautiful!!!!

Took a ride to Holly Springs which is a cute town, typical with the large county/government building in the center of the square and all other retail, etc shops surround the square. We stopped in a hardware store and there was a gentlemen there that was a civil war buff and he was asking us if we had seen many of the civil war areas and giving us lots of history. It was very interesting and fun.

On our way to Holly Springs, we stopped in the town of Abbeville. There is not much there but the City building, steak house and just a couple of other things. We had stopped at the city building to get a picture of ‘Abbeville’ for Betty and there was a gentlman there who ended up giving us a little tour inside the building showing us what the city house had looked like in years past and told us of the plans they had for Abbeville. Very cool!

We then treked back south to the city of Oxford. Oh man was this little town busy! It took us about an hour to get through the town. There is a game at Ole Miss between Ole Miss and Texas so the town, while normally pretty busy, was exceptionally busy...to busy for us to hang around and check out! We grabbed a pizza at Pizza Hut, then headed home.

We are camped on Sordis Lake which is a water reserve and is pretty much dry. This is a normal thing for here for flood control. You can drive down to the lake bottom and drive to where there is still some water, enough to fish and use a small boat on, and, there are people doing just that. We drove as far as we could and there is a huge ‘white rock’ mound which is normally covered by water, that is a sacred indian grounds. The rocks were placed there to keep people from digging artifacts and disturbing the grounds. We hung out there talking with a lady who was giving us a lot of history of the lake.

Before this area was flooded to be a reserve lake, there used to be an indian who would ferry people across the river (I think Ohio or Talahachie).

The lake has many old dead cypress trees and gives it an eri look. At the end of the water run off season most of these trees will be covered with water, 200 to 400 feet deep!


Oct 24 - 25

Greenwood, Mississipi

Walmart

I (Dan seem to have the flu......Merlene did some shopping while I slept it off. To the town of Greenwood tomorrow!

We drove to Greenwood. This is a great town with lots of old buildings. Its Sunday morning and all is very quiet and it may not have a lot of activity, but is a very large town. In its day I think it was a very busy town. It has stop lights at every intersection, brick roads, and awsum city square building. Very, very cool!

Oct 25 - 27

Port Gibson, Mississippi

Grand Gulf Military Park $20, full hookups, Satellite good, TV antenna weak, internet ok with booster, cell phone weak.

Petrified Forest at Flora, Mississippi - we planned on staying here today but they were full. We did the tour anyway ($6 each). It was a bit wet but we enjoyed the tour of the petrified rocks.

Grand Gulf Military Park - we got here late in the afternoon and the weather was getting worse, good time to stop.

Oct 26 - fire anniversary (12 years) - today it is rainy and kind of nasty out, but it still very pretty here. We have seen some great color coming down the highways, including the Natches Trace Highway. We toured the Grand Gulf Military Park (our campground) of civil war history. This town (Grand Gulf, originally Grand Gulph because if would sink a lot of ships right here) was right on the Mississippi river and was a major battle area during the civil war and Grant ended up making this, once the union won the position, place for supplies, etc.

The river has since changed location, maybe a a mile west of the campground. We drove down to the river and there is a sign showing different years the hight of the flood waters. In 2011, which was the year we traveled back east and saw so much flooding, tornados, etc, the water was in excess of 57.1 feet above normal!

This is a very pretty place, campground people is very friendly and helpful. 

Oct 27 - Today we drove all around Port Gibson area: we drove down Church Street where there is no shortages of churches, all old and very cool. Then to Rodney Road to the Point Lookout (civil war), to the Windsor Ruins. These ruins were very interesting and ornate home that burned in the 1890’s. The owner was a successful cotton farmer who owned 12000 acres between Mississippi and Louisiana. He died at the age of 34 and just after the building had been completed. Then onward to the Bethel Church which is open and you can go inside. This is another church built in the 1800’s and through the civil war. It once had a huge steeple that was blown off the top of the building by winds. Then to Alcott State University. This is a very cool school and it has the stairway from the Windsor Ruins that leads you into the campus church. As we continued our route we head to the Old Country Store in Lorman, Mississippi. Owned and operated by Mr. Arthur Davis, or Mr. D as many call him, he has a recipe for fried chicken that is most excellent. As a matter of fact, we had the buffet and everything was absolutely delicious and I think it was fairly healthy as I ate a ton of food, trying it all, and really never felt the balloted full feeling. The side veggies were all delicious. Mr. Arthur also told the story of his chicken the business that he has now owned and operated for 20 years. He also sang us songs about his grandmother who started the chicken recipe when he was a boy. He also walked around and sang “Can’t Help Myself”, and “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”. This was an awesome old grocery, hardware store converted to a delicious restraunt. We even got a picture of Merlene with Mr. Davis. Then back to the campground, but first stopping at the Mississippi River for a picture of the swift current and all the tree trunks floating down the river.

Oct 28 - 30

Natchez, Mississippi

Natches State Park $13 (senior discount), 50amp, water, dump site

This is a nice park on the lake.

Old South Winery - we enjoyed this wine and bought a case of it for Dan. The wine is made from Muscidine grapes and is of the sweeter taste. It was a good little tour and free tasting and very personable.

Historic Jefferson College, Washington, Mississippi. This is a self guided tour on beautiful grounds with great buildings. The college was started in the 1800’s. Very cool place, with beautiful oak trees.

Natchez - we walked the town, drove the town looking at old homes, had lunch at Biscuits and Blues in downtown Natchez. It was pretty good food (blue plate special).

Under the Hill, Natchez - we walked the area by the Mississippi River, had a brew and a snack at ‘The Camp’ resturaunt. Here we had some good porter and stout, Revival Porter and Mystery Stomp stout, both very good along with some good fried Cauliflower. We talked with some folks visiting from England. He was a software engineer so we had some stuff in common.

William Johnson House in Natchez which is the home of a freed black man and his family. He himself had built several succesfull busineses (barber shops). He also had slaves.

Also drove the Natchez Trace (begining of trail we had not been on before) trail nearby stopping at places such as:

Mount Locust, Loess Bluff, Mount Lucust, Emarl Mound, Old Trace exhibit Center and the terminus.

Oct 30 – Jan 10

Abbeville, Louisianna

Bettys RV

Omlette Festival

Cajon Culture Meeting

Pigs in the Park at Palmetto State Park, Dutch oven Gathering with Monica and Cordell.

Ethan Hunt, Judy Bailey and music here at Bettys.

Tuna in Christmas play in Lafayette. This was a great play.

Merry Christmas George Bailey! Play in Abbeville. This was not done so well.
Cajun Culture Christmas party with Dodo and Bernie: Donnie Brusard band played.

Route 92 in Youngsville,Geno Delefose band Zydico music.

Our Anniversary went to Star Wars movie.

Jam at Judy’s with Judy, Dave, and JR (from Florida/Kentucky). Judy’s school girlfriend, Kathy, came with JR to visit Judy. They met at Judy’s induction and are now a thing....kind of cool. Very nice people.

Chapter 2016

Jan  10 - 24

Lafayette, Louisianna

Acadiana City Park

Habitat for Humanity House build.

Jan 24 - Feb 12

Abbeville, Louisiana

Bettys RV

Derrick and Kristy Touchet wedding party.

Don Rich concert at Betty’s

Toogie and Lane at Bettys

Budreax and Tibadeaux Wedding play at Chapel

Feb 12 – March 12

Eunice, Louisiana

Lakeview RV Park $450/mo, full hook-ups at site. Sattelite good, phone good.

We have a nice spot overlooking the lake. Nice park.

Marvin Brousard is here and we had a nice visit with him.

Freds Lounge featuring Donnie Brussard – great fun. Tawnny Sue was nowhere to be found (we heard she is retired).

The Cazon, a hotel that had a music lounge, has changed hands and there is no music there at this time. We stopped in a little bar across from Freds and there were 3 young people playing cajun music. They were very good!

Red Dog Saloon and Grill in Egan. The COD band was plaing (very good variety). Joe Vice and Christi Touchet were there.

Orphan Train in Opelusus: This was very interesting about thousands of children in New York shipped via train to different states and were raised by folks who applied for the children.

Rocky's Jam session. This is a cajun jam. Took the guitar but its very slow moving and was not sure I could endure.

Jim and Judy (Bailey) Duhon brought there RV and hung out with us for the weekend. We enjoyed them.

Chicot State Park, Ville Platte – took a short ride to this state park and took a nice little hike (about 3 miles) from the Nature Center on the Bald Cypress Trail, Walker Branch Trail to the Wetland Trail past the Vernal Pool and back to the Nature Center. Good walk, interesting place.

Lunch with Marvin Brousard at Cafe De'La Salle in Ville Platte. Very good food and Marvin is always good company! After Lunch, Merlene and I headed for Chicot State park in Ville Platte for another 4 mile hike to campsite 2 and 3 which site right on the lake. Nice hike and nice lake views with the Cypress trees and vegitation.

Feb 24 – Eddie Landry, steel guitar player we met at Touchets and Museum Cafe passed. This is a bit of a shocker.

Feb 26 we went to Eddies Funeral. Also seems possible that Andy Pollard passed as well.

Feb 27 – drove to Harley Davidson Jeep Show and Shine and Jumbalya Cook Off. This was a great event! We got to taste 15 or 20 different Jumbalayas, which were all good, then drop a ticket into the ones we thought were the best. They had Jamie Burgeron Band, which is great, playing the music. The Jeeps were really cool and advanced. We left, full of good Jumbalaya, a few beers to drink it down, and good music in our ears. We met Debbie and Jim Elliot there.

We then headed over to Bayou Tech for some good French Cajon Music. We danced, tasted several beers and they were good which was different than I remembered from previous visits. I think they had more beers to offer this time and we also drank the burbon aged beers which were pretty good. We did buy a case of beer at a great price.

Great day, lots of fun.

Had a nice happy hour with Marvin Brousard.

March 2 – Drove to Opelousas and walked the town looking at old homes and buildings. We also took a tour of the Opelouses Interpretive Museum. This was very interesting included the history of the town and also included some interesting Animation characters. Our guide was very interesting as well.

We also stopped at Targil Spices store. This is a great store with fairly decent prices.

We also went to the Shoney Hardware store as suggested by out tour guide, this is a great hardware store including everything from A to Z such as dishes, gears, etc…

March 5 – busy day at Pop A Tops Craclin cook off. Contimplated stopping at Savoys but decided not to and headed straight for Pop A Tops. They had some good food! I also took the electric and got a chance to play some good old rock and roll before the Cajun Jam Session. A bunch of the gang from Betty's also showed up. We had a good time with a little dancing and drinking with friends.

We then headed back to Eunice to the Liberty Theater to watch Troy Lejeune and the Cajun Review for some live broadcast music and dancing. The Theater was built in 1924 and is very interesting. The floor, from the stage slants downhill till about row 6 and then starts a gradual incline. We started sitting in the lower part but I thought the sound was bad. We moved further back and I thought things sounded much better. At the end of the broadcast, on a TV that is at the side of a fabulous stage, we could see the credits displayed as they were closing out the show. Very Cool!

Sunday, March 6 we drove to Opelouses to the “Heres the Beef” cookoff. Jamie Burgeron and the Kickin Cajuns were the entertainment. All the cookoff food was great! We met some of the gang from Betty's there.

March 8 – April 8

Abbeville, Louisiana

Bettys RV

Moved over to Betty's a bit early as weather is incoming…...and I think we were ready to have some fun!

Everything Over Rice cookoff at LA 14 bar in Erath: raining like cats and dogs but the food was brought inside and was all good and the music by Chubby Carrier Zydeco band was the best.

Headed to Touchets afterwards and Johnnie Sonier was in the jam session, boy was he exceptional on the accordion and vocals.

March 10 – Fridge went out again. The board has to be replaced. Both fans are not working. Waiting for parts.

March 17 – fridge been running and checks out good. Ready to put it in the hole!

March 19 – Played with Judy, Dave, James, Donald Turner, and Ethan Hunt (the Piano man) at Kaplan Museum from 9:30 to 11:00 am. It was a good show and lots of fun.

March 22 – Went to Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge in Grand Chanier. This was a great discussion on how the Rockefeller grant and land is used to help maintain and restore the ecological system in Louisiana.

April 12 -

Departed Bettys, got 4 tires on the RV and on the road by 12:15. We are gung hoing to California. Sue sold the house and we need to move the trailer. Staying in Rest stops.

April 13 – Stayed at the Rest stop about 11 miles west of Bourne (burn), Texas. Drove into Bourne to Dodging Duck Brewhouse. Had the stout which was not bad, but not that great and they were expensive, even at happy hour ($5.00 happy hour price). Also tasted a Kolsch. It was a bit bitter to me. So all in all, it was not all that great.

April 14 – 30 miles west of Fort Stockton, Texas.

April 15 – 17

Deming, New Mexico

Roadrunner RV Park, PPA, 12.35/night, 50amp, sewer/water at site, cable TV.

Another 400 mile day...going to hang out for a day and take a break from the driving.

April 16 – took a drive to Palomas, Mexico (about 30 miles) to the Pink House. Interesting place. They give you a margarita while shopping (free). We also ate there and it was ok!

April 17 – 18

Casa Grande, Arizona

High Chapparal Mobile Home Park, PPA $15.00/night, 50 amp, water and sewer at sight.

Staying here one night. Nice park, lots of antenna TV.

April 18 – 19

Sun City, Arizona

Paradise RV Resort PPA  $28.55/night 50amp, water sewer at site, good bat wing TV,

good internet.

Stopped here to visit with Jim and Bobby Chapman. They made us a rib dinner that was excellent! They bought a house here and it is very nice. Good visiting with them!

April 19 – 20

Palm Springs, Californian

Palm Springs TT  $0, 50amp batwing TV, good internet

Overnight stay, moving on to Sues to work on the trailer.

April 20 – 24

Nuevo, California

Sue & Jerrys on Seabright Place

Got our trailer ready to move, helped Sue with a few items for her sale of the house. Jeana also came in we all were able to spend time together.

We had a good time together.

April 24 – 25

Bakersfield, California

Desert Palms RV (PPA) $15, 50amp sewer and water at site. Good tv on batwing, good internet.

Just an overnighter. Nice park.

April 25 – 26

Modesto, California

Elks Lodge 1282 $20, 50amp, water at site. Dump site available. Good batwing tv. Good internet.

Just an overnighter.

April 26 – 28

Redding, California

Wonderland RV Park (PPA) $15/night, 30amp, water and sewer at sight, cable TV, internet. We used our wifi but they offer wifi in the price.

This is a funcky little place with lots of long term it looks like. But it is nice and good for the price.

Met with Mom Sheley, Jon and Vicki at the pizza house for dinner and beer. Jon and Vicki paid for it all. Invited Carrie Ann but she has a heart condition and needs to rest.

We are staying an extra day to hike the Whiskey Town water falls, but it looks like it will rain so we will see.

Drove about 150 miles that included stops at Upper, Middle, and Lower falls in Mccloud on hwy 89, around to Burney Falls on hwy 299.  All were flowing very nicely, but the Middle falls and Burney Falls were exceptional. We had all kinds of weather today, rain and some cold, sun and warmth. The walk down to Burney Falls included our umbrella!

April 28 – 29

Gold Hill, Oregon

Valley of the Rogue $28.00, full hookup, no batwing TV, internet ok.

We have been here a couple of times, once with Gary and Glyniss.

We visited with Aunt Barbara in Grants Pass (just a few miles away). We went to dinner at Vines Restaurant and it was very good.

Aunt Barbara is definitely slowing down but doing well. When we returned her to her apartment in the assisted living facility, she showed us her garden. Its really nice!!!!

April 29 – May 1

Myrtle Creek, Oregon

On the River Golf and RV Resort (PPA) $20.00, 30amp, full hookups, batwing TV ok, internet ok.

Nice campground. Our spot is right on South Umpiqua river. The spot we are in views the river as it flows under the old 99 bridge, which in itself is pretty cool with its standing post columns ever so picturesque.

Drove into Roseburg to McMenamins Station Pub and Brewery and Pub. Very small compared to others we have been to, but kind of cool. Had a stout that was ok, ended up with Terminator stout which was pretty good.

Drove back on the old 99 which is a nice drive.

Took a hike to a few waterfalls outside of Glide, Oregon, 28 miles on the Little River road, then a few miles on some logging roads. All the falls are spectacular. Oregon had been in a drought the last several years but they have had a great winter this year. That in combination with us being here early spring shows for nice wter runnoff:

First was to Wolf Creek Falls – this was a bust as the bridge across the river was out. Next time we should take some river shoes and change of clothing and wade across the river. Actually, this was not that far out of Glide.

Second was the Yakso Falls, a very nice 3,102 foot water fall. Across from the hiking trail is Lake in the Woods campground, which is closed yet but you can camp there (free). We sat in the warm sun by the lake and had lunch. Nice little lake that used to be a meadow but was filled with water from a diverted stream. A wonderful lunch in the sun. It was about a mile hike into the water fall, a very beautiful hike along the river. The falls itself was stunning (they all were).

Third was Hemlock Falls, a 2797 foot water fall. This hike started on the backside of Lake in the Woods lake and was about a half mile to the falls. Again, a beautiful hike and falls were very eye appealing.

Fourth was the Grotto Falls which are a 3136 foot water fall.

From, Lake in the Woods, we drove back toward Glide on Little River Road about 12 miles and took the 2703 and 2703-150 logging roads for 5 miles, then another 2.2 miles from the Grotto Falls sign. This was a great drive, slow washboard and potholed road, but very beautiful.
This was a fairly short hike to the falls and they were beautiful. This was a fall you could actually walk behind. It was very awesome.

It was getting fairly late in the afternoon and decided that was enough waterfalls for the day. So, off to Backside Brewing in Roseburg, Oregon. Had a great Pizza and a few Big Batch Stout, which were a cinnamon based stout, however, I did not detect the cinnamon. They were pretty good. Got home about 8:00.

Great Day!!!!!

May 1 – 5

Silverton Falls, Oregon

Silver Spur RV Park, (PPA) $21/night 50amp, water and sewer at site. Cable TV, free internet (works ok).

We have been here before. This is a nice park. It is a great park for the money!

Silver Falls State Park is about 20 miles from here. Hiked all the water falls, water flowing very good. Here are the falls we hiked:

South Falls, 177ft.

Lower South Falls, 93ft.

Lower North Falls, 30ft.

Double Falls, 178ft.

Drake Falls, 27ft.

Middle North falls, 106ft.

Winter Falls, 134ft.

Twin Falls, 31ft.

North Falls, 136ft.

Upper North Falls, 65ft.

All of these were flowing very fully, but the North Falls, Double Falls, upper North Falls were exceptional!

Drove to the Gallon House Covered Bridge built in 1916. It is not to far from the campground and on the way to Mt. Angel.

On the same drive we headed to Mt. Angel Sausage company. They have very good sausage and we had a sandwich, chased by a draft beer, both were very good.

Drove to the Willamette Valley Cheese Farm in Salem, Oregon. They have some great tasting cheese, and we bought a bunch!

On the way home, we cruised on over to Seven Brides Brewing in Silverton. Pretty good beer and a interesting place.

May 5 – 9

Vancouver, Washington

Elks 823 $20, 50amp, water, no sewer, good internet, bat wing not so good, satellite good (out of Portland, Oregon).

We have been here before and the log reported it was noisy. It is, we are backed up to the freeway and it is loud and fairly constant, but it serves our purpose.

We have done a lot of stuff, none which is written down, but here goes by memory:

waiting for Merlenes pictures with the name.

After our hikes we hit the following:

May 5 – Old Ivy Brewery.

May 5 -  Jorges Tequila Factory, here we had Margaritas and Fajitas (yes, after Old Ivy).

May 6 – Big Horse Brewery, Hood River, Oregon. They had a great Vegan burger and good wyugu burger.

May 6 – Walking Man Brewery, Stevenson, Oregon.

Then to the Elks for music from 7 – 11. Music provided by Prime Tyme Band at the Elks on Friday night. The band was ok, but music was slow, but we danced the night away anyway!

May 7 – Merlenes 65th Birthday! After about a 5 mile hike, and brewery, we bought a couple of pizzas and rented a couple of movies and headed home!

In  XE "Highlites:Moulton Falls Park" Moulton Falls Park, we hiked to  XE "Water Falls:Moulton Falls" Moulton Falls,  XE "Water Falls:Lucia Falls" Lucia Falls, and  XE "Water Falls:Sunset Falls" Sunset Falls outside of Battle Ground, Washington.

May 7 – Northwood Public House & Brewery, Battle Ground, Washington.

May 8 – Mothers Day!

May 8 – Mill City Brew Works, Camas, Washington.

May 9 – 12

Silver Creek, Washington

Paradise RV Resort (TT) $0, 30amp, water and sewer at site. Internet is poor, cell service poor, satellite good.

Drove just a few miles to Mossyrock. A very small town. Drove to Mossyrock Dam. Also drove to Mossyrock park, which includes the dam and has camping and picnic areas. We walked around the area and it is very nice. There is no daytime use fees at this time.

Drove to Mayfield dam. Not much to see but interesting. 

May 12 – June 2La Conner,  XE "States:Washington" WashingtonLa Conner Campground (TT) $0, 30amp, water and sewer at site. Internet very weak. Satellite TV difficult, but with correct RV location we have it. Cell Phone, very weak, in and out of signal. This is site 268 which is very nice.

This time, we parked in the site right next to the cabins. This is a pretty good site.

After getting somewhat set up we  XE "Highlites:went to Christi's, saw Sabin, all the boys" went to Christi's, saw Sabin, all the boys, Lexi and little  XE "Highlites:Huxley" Huxley. Huxley was not to sure about us but as the evening went on he seemed more comfortable.  XE "Highlites:Eli and Lexi" Eli and Lexi had pizza there for us for dinner. They seem to be very good parents.

May 13 – Met up with Christi in La Conner and walked the town (kind of cool town), then stopped in at  XE "Brews and Spirits:La Conner Brewery" La Conner Brewery and had a few beers and some snacky food. It was a good time and the weather was beautiful.

May 15 –  XE "Brews and Spirits:Met with Christi, Sabin and Jericho" Met with Christi, Sabin and Jericho at  XE "Food:Skagit River Brewery" 

 XE "Brews and Spirits:Skagit River Brewery" Skagit River Brewery for late lunch. We were supposed to go for a hike, but weather was gloomy, so we decided to go bowling, but Huxley was apparently having issues, so then we decided to meet at the brewery but Eli, Lexy and Huxley never made it (too funny), so, we just ate!

After the Broadfoots left, we headed to the  XE "Highlites:Old Edison Inn" 

 XE "Food:Old Edison Inn" 

 XE "Brews and Spirits:Old Edison Inn" Old Edison Inn in  XE "Cities:Edison/Bow" Edison/Bow where they had music and dancing from 5:30 to 9:30. We danced as much as we could!

May 16 – Met up with  XE "Highlites:Christi, Eli, Lexy and Huxley" Christi, Eli, Lexy and Huxley for a little hike at  XE "Water Falls:Whatcom Falls" Whatcom Falls in  XE "Cities:Bellingham" Bellingham. This turned out to be a 2 mile hike! The falls there are pretty nice!

We all drove into the  XE "Food:Chuckanut Brewery and Kitchen " 

 XE "Brews and Spirits:Chuckanut Brewery and Kitchen" Chuckanut Brewery and Kitchen in Bellingham. We had a Bock beer which was very good, very smooth, the food was good as well. Huxley pretty much slept through lunch. We walked the town of  XE "Cities:Fairhaven" Fairhaven, then drove the  XE "Highlites:Chucanut Trail" Chucanut Trail to La Conner. Eli, Lexy and Huxley headed for home,  XE "Highlites:Christi and us hung in the motor home enjoying a beer, little cheese and good conversation." Christi and us hung in the motor home enjoying a beer, little cheese and good conversation. 

May 17 – Christi, Lexi, Huxley and us met up for a hike on  XE "Highlites:Little Mountain in Mt. Vernon, 5 mile hike." Little Mountain in  XE "Cities:Mount Vernon" Mount Vernon. This was a nice 5 mile hike. Lexi had another appointment at 4:00 so she and Huxley left and Christi, Merlene and I drove to the  XE "Brews and Spirits:Porterhouse Pub in Mount Vernon" 

 XE "Food:Porterhouse Pub in Mount Vernon" Porterhouse Pub in Mount Vernon. Here we all had the Farmstrong Nitro Porter which was very good! We each had some good food as well. Merlene had a veggie sandwich that was excellent! Really liked the atmosphere of this place as well!

May 21 – We headed on over to the  XE "Brews and Spirits:Old Edison Inn" Old Edison Inn for some music. The  XE "Highlites:band was Gin Gypsy" band was Gin Gypsy. They were very good and very fun music. They included an Upright Bass, Keyboard, drums and guitar with some great female Vocals. Started at 8:30 till 12:00. Had a pitcher of Porter that was not bad.

May 22 _  XE "Highlites:Lexi and Eli came over, took the Kayaks" Lexi and Eli came over, took the Kayaks out on the water. We then loaded the Kayaks on there car. They then hung out until about 10:00. Had fun with them.

May 23 – Took a little  XE "Highlites:hike at Kukutali Preserve, La Conner, Washington" hike at Kukutali Preserve which just about a mile from La Conner campground. This was nice little 2.5 hike. While there, we saw an  XE "Highlites:Eagle feeding" Eagle feeding, deer that walked about 10 feet in front of us, great view of  XE "Highlites:Deception Bridge" Deception Bridge. This is a nice little hike. Ended up doing this hike a couple of times.

Headed over to Costco, Fred Meyers, then to  XE "Highlites:Christi's for dinner (Boccola)" Christi's for dinner (Boccola) which was very good.

May 27 – Drove over to  XE "Camp Spots:Bow, Mount Vernon Thousand Trails Campground" Bow, Mount Vernon Thousand Trails Campground to see what it was like. Then headed to Angel of the Winds Casino where the  XE "Food:Angels Tap House (Brewery)" 

 XE "Brews and Spirits:Angels Tap House (Brewery)" Angels Tap House (Brewery) is. Had us a couple of Stillwater Stouts and Margheritta Pizza. After a bit Christi met up with us and we had a few more beers (Christi liked the El Diablo Red),  then another Mergherita with Pesto Pizza, and then some Belly Bites (BBQ pork). The beer was pretty good, the food was very good!

May 28 – Rainy Days!! We did get out to the  XE "Food:Old Edison Inn" 

 XE "Brews and Spirits:Old Edison Inn" Old Edison Inn to listen to the  XE "Highlites:Divas and Dudes band" Divas and Dudes band. They were ok, we did dance, have a few beers and some great onion rings! 

May 30 – Took a nice 5 to 6 mile  XE "Highlites:hike at Whistle Lake in Fidalgo Island" hike at Whistle Lake in Fidalgo Island. This was a fun and beautiful hike. The lake itself is very nice and the trail around it is very interesting and fun. It is not an easy trail, but not overly difficult either. Good workout. Lots of dogs on the trail! Water in the lake was a bit cold (neither of us went in).

From there we headed over to  XE "Food:Rockfish Grill which is the home of Anacortes Brewery" 

 XE "Brews and Spirits:Rockfish Grill which is the home of Anacortes Brewery" Rockfish Grill which is the home of Anacortes Brewery. Had us a couple of Stouts and Porters, accompanied with some flatbread and fish and chips, all very good!

June 1 – Nice  XE "Highlites:6 mile hike on Hart Lake" 6 mile hike on  XE "Highlites:Hart Lake" Hart Lake. This was a hike that had lots of ups and downs, not much flatland. We even hiked about a quarter of the way up the Summit trail until we realized we miss the turn off point. We had already hiked 5 miles and did not think we could take the 100 foot incline. Good hike!!!!!
June 2 – 21
Bow,  XE "States:Washington" WashingtonMount Vernon RV Park, $0 (TT), 30amp, water/sewer at site (A53). Internet ok, could not get satellite because of tree, used roof antenna and got 3 or 4 stations to watch. Cell phone ok (except sat, all better than La Conner). This is a nice park.

June 2 – Headed to  XE "Cities:Stanwood, Washington" Stanwood, Washington to  XE "Highlites:Loco Billy's Wild Moon Saloon. There is a Jam session from 8:00 to 12:00 tonight (Thursday)" 

 XE "Brews and Spirits:Loco Billy's Wild Moon Saloon" Loco Billy's Wild Moon Saloon. There is a Jam session from 8:00 to 12:00 tonight (Thursday). Took the guitar and amp, and met Thomas Broadfoot there.
This is a great place with great musicians. I got on about 10:00 or so and got to jam with a blues guy (Steve) and I had a great time. Music sounded great and I did pretty damn good. They have draft beer, nothing all that great, no food but you can bring some in.

June 3 – Went to the  XE "Brews and Spirits:Skagit Valley Casino, Winners Lounge for some music," 

 XE "Highlites:Skagit Valley Casino, Winners Lounge for some music" Skagit Valley Casino, Winners Lounge for some music, which is just next to the campground. Music started at 9:00 and we danced till about 12:30am. We enjoyed the music.

June 5 – Drove to the  XE "Brews and Spirits:Old Edison Inn" 

 XE "Food:Old Edison Inn" 

 XE "Highlites:Old Edison Inn" Old Edison Inn, which is now only 6 miles away for Sunday late afternoon music.  XE "Highlites:Orville Johnson" Orville Johnson Played with a band of drummer, bass player and the Old Edison Inn stand in keyboard/accordion player. Orvilles vocals were very impressive. He is apparently well known for dobro.

While there, a couple of guys came in and I recognized one of them,  XE "Highlites:Robert, from Loco Billys Wild Moon Saloon Thursday night jam" Robert, from Loco Billys Wild Moon Saloon Thursday night jam. We chatted a bit, he is very nice.

Also, a women came and sat at out table for a while and we chatted a bit. Her name was  XE "Highlites:Mia Vermillion, who as it turns out is a pretty well known singer" Mia Vermillion, who as it turns out is a pretty well known singer. We did not know of her or her music (which is embarrassing). We looked her up on the internet and she seems to sing more jazz and has a beautiful voice. Interesting night!

June 6 – took a 3.2 mile hike near  XE "Highlites:Whatcom Lake" Whatcom Lake on the  XE "Highlites:Stimpson Preserve" Stimpson Preserve. Beautiful weather made for a beautiful hike.

June 8 – Took a 4 mile hike on  XE "Highlites:Padilla Bay Shorline Trail" Padilla Bay Shorline Trail. This is a very flat walk. The tide was ouit so we were able to see the where pier posts have sunk into the ground and how the tide flows arrange the landscape. In the distance, you can see a huge freighter sitting in the bay not far from the bay. On the other side of the trail is farmland…..very amazing. 
June 9 – Stopped into  XE "Brews and Spirits:Farmstrong Brewing" Farmstrong Brewing and had a Stout (Steer you Right) which is a 10ABV. Its real good and I can see why they have a limit of 3 in the 10oz pour!! There is no food but they have snacks and a food truck outside on the premisis. The food was  XE "Food:AB's Gyros" AB's Gyros and they were very good!
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