Leadership in a Volunteer Organization


Politicians

Unfortunately, some leaders are not really leaders but are politicians.  Someone said that, “A politician is one who, when he sees the light at the end of the tunnel, goes out and buys more tunnel.”  A comedian said that the word politician comes from the Greek word “poly” (which means much) and the Greek work “tico” (which means talk).  Politicians don’t want solutions, they want insoluble problems.  A politician is in the business of talking about problems.

If a problem is solved, then the politician must find something else about which to stir up the people.  The classic political expression is best exemplified in the show “The Music Man,” (11) by Professor Harold Hill, “Well my friends, you’ve got trouble! Right here in River City!”

The politician’s creed is the Latin phrase, “Festina lente,” which means to make haste slowly.  The political way of doing things is to wait until the last minute, and then to do just as little as possible to just barely solve the problem.  No politician ever wants the job done right the first time.  A good problem can be “milked” over and over again.  A good politician will definitely do so.

In fact, the best type of problem is a crisis.  The political boss Rahm Emanuel admitted, “You never want to let a serious crisis go to waste.” (12)  A good crisis is an excuse for more rhetoric, more taxes, and more ineffectual work.  Harry Hopkins, the aide to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, said, “We’re going to tax and tax, spend and spend, elect and elect” (13).  

A politician makes money by controlling government spending.  The contracts go to entities controlled by those favored by the politicians.  The favored ones contribute to the causes, etc., favored or controlled by the politicians.  A politician in California said that money is the grease that lubricates the wheels of politics.

Politicians hate being told an outright falsehood or lie.  Why?  It is because politicians rarely lie.  What they do is spin the truth.  They shade the truth,  They fudge the truth.  They bend the truth. They stretch the truth.  They mangle the truth.  They also change their minds.  And, they forget the details.  However, they don’t really lie.  In this regard, politicians are like fishermen describing the size of the catch that got away!

In the peculiar logic of lawyers and politicians, if any part of a statement is false, then the entire statement is false.  Of course, for politicians, a word means only what the politician wants it to mean.  The definition or meaning of a word is not what the dictionary says it is.  This can lead to the politician redefining the meaning of the most simple of words.  A national politician, Bill Clinton, actually asked his questioner what the definition of “is” is.

Politicians carefully parse their pronouncements.  Every utterance has a modifier to negate or nullify the statement.  So, the politician did not lie.

What politicians do is deceive.  They give the impression that they will do something, when they will not.  They give the impression that they are for something, when they are not.  They give the impression that they are fighting against something, when they are actually helping it.  They give the impression that they are doing something, when they are doing nothing.

Politicians love to have meetings where they listen to people complain.  They grandly and sagely nod their agreement with the constituent who is complaining.  Then, they promise that they will “look into this.”  The problem is delegated to an underling who is told to add it to the stack of things that he is to do.  In a week or three, a reply will be received by the constituent from the politician’s assistant that says that the problem cannot be solved at this time without legislation.  The politician is working on writing legislation to be introduced into the legislature to solve the issue.

The worst thing that can happen to a politician is to be caught reneging on a promise.  If the promise was to a constituent, the slang designation for such an action is to call it a “Stinker.”  If the reneging is to another politician, it can be explained away by saying his constituents demanded the action that was taken.  If the media gets involved, then the politician was quoted “out of context.”

Really nasty politicians are in the extortion business.  They demand contributions and gifts as tribute to prevent the passage of legislation that is harmful to you.  They also demand contributions and gifts to prevent investigations by the Legislature of you and your business.  Not only do politicians extort money, they extort favors of all kinds.  They extort anything and everything that they can.  My dad (14) said that “the only thing lower than a politician is whale manure,” because it is at the bottom of the ocean.

Politicians love to be admired.  They love “photo” opportunities.  They love to give “sound bites” to the press.  They love to give the impression that they are up on a pedestal.  They love to be in the spotlight.  They just don’t want to be put “on the spot.”



