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Natural and Built Places 
Year 1
	Knowledge and Understanding

· The natural, managed and constructed features of places, their location, how they change and how they can be cared for (ACHGK005) 

· The ways the activities located in a place create its distinctive features (ACHGK007)

· The ways that space within places, such as classroom or backyard, can be rearranged to suit different activities or purposes (ACHGK008)

Observing Questioning and Planning 

· Pose questions about familiar and unfamiliar places. (ACHGS007)

Collecting, recording, evaluating and representing

· Collect and record geographical data and information, for example, by interviewing, or from sources such as photographs, plans, satellite images, story books and films (ACHGS008)

· Represent data and the location of places and their features by constructing tables, plans and labelled maps. (ACGHS009)
Interpreting, analysing and concluding

· Draw conclusions based on the interpretation of geographic information sorted into categories. (ACHGS010)
Communicating

· Present findings in a range of communication forms, for example, written, oral, digital, and visual, and decide the direction and location of places, using such terms as north, south, opposite, near, far.  (ACHGS011)

Reflecting and responding

· Reflect on their learning and suggest responses to their findings.  (ACHGS012)

Knowledge and Understandings

Learning Process
Inquiry Questions
· What are the different features of places?

· How can we care for places?

· How can spaces within a place be rearranged to suit different purposes?

Definitions: 

· Place:  an area with distinguishing features in it e.g. classroom, school, house, sports ground, town, state, country, world.
· Environment:  the place and surroundings or conditions in which a person, animal or plant lives. 
· Features:   the characteristics of a place that contribute to the environment.
· Space:  includes location, spatial distribution and the organisation of elements within an area.

· Location:  the position of a feature.

·  Spatial distribution:  the patterns of features, their causes and the links between elements. 

Importance of Space:  the organisation of space, and how it is perceived, structured, organised and managed by people determines much of human activity. 
Goals: 

· To understand, and identify different types of places:

· Natural places

· Constructed or built places

· Managed places

· To describe the features of these different types of places. 
· To explain how people use different types of places. 

· To discuss how we can care for different types of places.

· To explore how places can be re-arranged for different purposes.

Integration:  To understand geographical concepts students may benefit from a meaningful ‘context’. The following Integrated Units may be useful:

· Schoolyard Safari 
· Caring for me and my environment

Concepts: Develop the concepts of: place and environment. e.g.  
Discuss different places and the conditions within that place (environment).  Is your place warm or cold?    If you moved to a new place, would it be warmer or colder? 

Concept of 'place':  A definable area with distinctive features
· Understand that there are places people feel are important. Recognise that we all have favourite places.

· Identify reasons why some places are preferred.

· All places have features that can be described. 

Concept of ‘Environment’: a place with features and conditions that affect the living things.  

Concept of ‘Features’:  each place can be described according to its ‘features’
· Understand that different places have different features. e.g. contrast built and natural features. (living and non-living) 
· Recognise that some features are related e.g. water has water-type plants and animals.

Favourite places: what, why, where, who, so what? 
· Students describe their 'favourite places'. Why? 
· How do you feel about different places?   Happy, unpleasant…

· Do you share this place?  Could it be changed?  Why? 

· What do you do in these places? Act out some activities.
· Develop a list of words to describe favourite places. 

Information:   Identify natural and built environments.
· Observation – walk around the school yard or local environment

· View a video e.g. 

Organisation: Draw and label 
· Two places with a natural environment

· Two places with a built environment
· Write a sentence to explain the uses of each place. 
· Why are these places important? 
Vocabulary:  Identify words that can be used to describe places: 

· small area, large area,  open / closed, borders / boundaries. 

· Natural environment:  trees, river, valley, hill, mountain. 

· Built environment:  roof, fence, room, street, road.
Literature:  Read stories about special places, e.g.  Three Little Pigs.  

· View pictures of people in different places in the world. How are they different?  Would you like to live there?  Why?

· Discuss similarities and differences of places for children in different parts of the world. 
· Read ‘The Little House’ by Virginia Lee Burton. Duplicate pictures of the story and give to students to put into sequence. 
· What were some of the changes made to around the Little House? 
· What changes were good and what changes were bad? 
· What do you think will happen to the Little House in 10 years? 

Sensory Experiences

· Visit a ‘Natural Environment’ e.g. local bush. Use all the 5 senses to describe the environment. 

· Visit a ‘Built Environment’ e.g. car park. Use all 5 senses to describe the environment. 

· Contrast the two experiences. 
Mapping Places:   Explain that a map is an aerial view of a place. 

· Make a map of the classroom

· Read a road map or street directory

· Devise symbols to show different features in the school. 

· Prepare a map of your route to school, and represent key features on the way.
Describing built environments:  People create built environments to meet needs:  
· Shelter: houses, caravans.

· Supply needs: shops, service stations.

· Health services: hospital, doctor.

· Transport: roads, cars, trucks.

· Agriculture: cleared land, cultivation.

Different Houses: Examine pictures of houses around the world.                                       

                                       A Place Called Home. 
· Why is it important to have a house to live in? 
· What features does a house have? 
· Discuss materials used in certain parts of the world eg ice in Alaska, stilts in Thailand.  
Use of different places 

Examine pictures of different built places.  Identify the activities that occur in these places e.g. sporting fields, schools, post offices. 

Case Study:  Go to a natural or built environment and make a list of the different ways it is being used e.g.  shopping centre.   

Count the people, shops, what is being sold, what activities are occurring. 
Art Activity

· Provide each student with a picture of the world.  Children select an aspect of the environment

· List 2 things that we can do to change our world. Begin with “I can…”
· Illustrate. 
Create a ‘Class Town’:  Create an area to build a town.  Students can make or bring objects that could be included in their class town e.g. cars, buildings, parks, roads, signposts, 
Discuss how the town could be improved. 

Wall mural: Students draw pictures and provide photos, clippings, paintings. Labels for on who and how the places are cared for?

Create a story - an animal on a journey e.g. where it travels – the environment,  where it eats, rests…
Caring for places:  Recognise that places need care.

· How can we care for different places?  Why? 

· How do we care for our classroom? Why? 

· How would you feel if someone used your special place in the wrong way, or damaged it? 
Caring Project:  Class chooses an area in the school for special care e.g. a garden bed. Discuss this area with the school gardener. Find out what care is needed to help the plants. 

Assessment:  
· Identify 2 natural and 2 build places. 

· Identify the ‘features’ of these places.
· Explain what it would be like to be in these places.
· Explain ways in which we can care for these places. 

.

Standards:  http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Geography/Curriculum/F-10?y=1&s=HKU&s=HS&layout=1
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