








319






34

Louise was in hospital for ten days.

She was fast tracked from Emergency to Intensive Care, placed on a drip and given preliminary medication to stabilise her condition. She seemed barely conscious while doctors and nurses fussed around her and blood samples were taken - but a week would pass before the results of these were known and the wait would prove agonising.

Lisa stayed overnight at the hospital. The nursing staff set up a folding bed at the foot of her daughter's bed and I hung around for a while, feeling redundant. Until Lisa told me to go home and get some sleep. 'You got us here, safe and sound,' she said, resting her head on my shoulder. 'I don't know what I'd have done if you hadn't been there …'

'You'd have called a cab,' I said.

'But that could have taken ages. And you drove like an angel – a very fast Angel …
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