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	Did you know your feelings, memories and perception of your own father have an effect on how you perceive Father God?

Often and unknowingly, our ideas and approach of God are shaped by how our relationships with our earthly Fathers have been. Most of us can remember times when we were disappointed or hurt by our own fathers. Perhaps we looked to them to provide for our physical needs, or for comfort, guidance, understanding, encouragement or approval, but we got none.

Instead we might have received reactions of anger, violence, coldness or indifference. And it makes you wonder if anyone really cares.

Or perhaps you may not know your father, for whatever reason. Perhaps your father isn’t with you now. You may remember him, or you may not. And deep inside there’s a sense of loneliness and longing just for someone to be father to you, to guide you, care for you and provide for you. To love you for who you are. To say “well done” and give you a pat on the shoulder.

Perhaps you have a great dad, but it wouldn’t be fair to expect even the best dad to be perfect a hundred percent of the time -- simply because no human being can ever be perfect in every way, all the time. So while we have expectations of our fathers to always be there and always do what a father should do, the truth is that sometimes we will be disappointed.
Would or could anyone claim to be the perfect Father? God himself makes this claim of being a Father who is perfect. He calls us to “Be perfect as [our] He is perfect”. 

If anyone was worthy of saying that, it’s God Himself.
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	How does God differ from our earthly fathers?

Floyd McClung identifies 7 areas in His book The Father Heart of God.

These areas are authority trust values affection presence acceptance and communication

And these are areas we’ve often held wrong ideas about God because of what we’ve experienced when we were young.

The authority figures in your life like your parents, teachers or someone who really matters to you, someone who’s older, someone you look up to… maybe they’ve  mistreated you. Maybe they’ve been violent or cruel. And God wants to reassure you that He’s not like that. Because He says He is perfect love, and He has committed to that, no matter what. 1 Corinthians 13 in His word is an example of how His love is. He gives that illustration of how love really is, and that is the kind of love that He gives to us.

God also wants you to know that He is faithful and absolutely to be trusted. Maybe your parents have broken many promises and you’ve had so much times of neglect you have trouble believing God that can be faithful… He seems far away and you can’t seem to trust Him. But hey… God is the only Father who never fails us. You have a promise in 2 Timothy 2:13, that even when we are too weak to have any faith left, He remains faithful to us and will carry out His promises to us.

God also wants you to know that He values you. You might have grown up with the idea that your parents valued things more than you. Maybe you’ve never heard “I love you” from them. But what God values is very different from what we value. He’s the one who even takes care of the sparrows. You and I often use people as things, but God uses things to bless people. He is never stingy or possessive or materialistic. And beyond the material blessings, He freely offers us priceless forgiveness, mercy and love.
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	God also differs from our earthly fathers in the areas of affection and presence. While you and I have sinned and broken God’s heart, we are still the apple of His eye and the centre of His affections. It’s like a muddy little boy being picked up and washed off by his father. It’s the mud the father rejects, but not the boy. God wants to heal your hurt,  because He is God and He is sensitive to all your suffering like no one else can be. He remembers every painful moment you’ve been through, every confusion, dejection, moment of terror. In Hosea 11:4 He declares His love for us, leading us with His love. God was there delighting in your first word as a baby, at your proudest moment in school, at your lowest point when you were alone, crying, because you were hurt by your friend.




	
	Deuteronomy 33:12 is a blessing for you. Whatever your status in life or with others, you are always a child in the arms of God whom He loves. He is always with you and He has committed to giving you his undivided attention. While human parents can’t be there for you at every moment, God remembers and He is concerned about you down to the smallest detail. Your parents may often be too occupied with their own activities, and they show little or no interest in the minor events of your life. But God isn’t like that. He is the God of details, the One who knows even the number of hairs on you head. While it is easy to resent your parents for their failings, put your attention on the wonderful love God has for you and rejoice!

God also accepts you unconditionally. You don’t have to perform up to a standard or do tons of good things for him to accept you. All he asks is that you come to him honestly and sincerely and HE will forgive you and make you His child. Many people have difficulty accepting his love and approval. But what is your response to God when H says He loves you no matter what? Can you accept and receive His love without rushing into frantic activity to earn His approval? You Father loves you just as you are. All through life you might have had to perform and compete. But God delights in your uniqueness and He still does.

And hey… God wants to communicate His love to you. He loves you so much He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him shall have eternal life. If you feel that you can’t talk to God and that He’s not listening to you, maybe you need to tell God about how you feel and ask him for his help. You need to choose to forgive anyone who has hurt you, if not there will be a bitterness and you’ll find no peace with God.

And hey, you are not alone. I’m not a perfect person, and I don’t think I’ve met anyone who’s like that. But God is the perfect parent, and He always disciplines in love. He is faithful, generous kind and just and He longs to spend time with you. Your father wants you to receive His love and to know you are special and unique in His eyes.
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