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Getting Started

This section describes the use of the new Welsh Insolvent Debtors Table.  One word of caution is needed: the examples given are as of November 2019.  Software providers may in the future change the look of screens, and providers of information via the internet may change the means of access, or might remove the information entirely.
System Requirements 
Any device which can display .pdf files, such as a Tablet, PC, or Mac.  In addition, if you wish to sort the Table or make selections on multiple criteria you will need a PC or Mac with Excel or an equivalent Spreadsheet program.  Excel is the Spreadsheet program (App) in Microsoft Office, and there are alternatives which are free software, for instance LibreOffice Calc, which was used in the development of this Table.
Delivery of Files for Welsh Insolvent Debtors
The data is supplied sorted by surname and forename in two formats: a pdf file and an Excel file.
The files are normally delivered as three email attachments: 
· What you are reading here is the file InstructionsWelshInsolventDebtors-2020v3 in .pdf format;
· The second file is ListWelshInsolventDebtors-2020v3 in .pdf format; this file is suitable for straightforward look-ups by surname.  It cannot be altered but can be searched using the Find command (Ctrl-F);
· The third file is TableWelshInsolventDebtors-2020v3 in Excel .xlsx format.  This file can be sorted, and records can be selected by filtering.
[The Table was developed using the LibreOffice package on Windows10 so has been tested mainly in that environment.]
Download the three files onto your computer, put them into a suitable folder, make reserve copies and store them safely in a separate folder, go back to the working copy and open the required file. 

To open the ListWelshInsolventDebtors file, most users will just need to double-click on the file name or open the pdf Reader and instruct it to open the file.  If you do not have a pdf Reader then you will need to download one from the Internet first.
To open the TableWelshInsolventDebtors,  you will just need to double-click on the file name if you have Excel or equivalent installed.
The List and the Table contain the same data, a shortened version of the information in the Notice plus the reference information for the original record in the London Gazette; the user is recommended to go back to the original record for all entries of interest.  The London Gazette is now available online, as described below.
Description of Table and Record Types
This section describes the contents of each field and lists the different types of record.  
Here is a screenshot of the beginning of the file ListWelshInsolventDebtors-2020v3.pdf  being displayed by Adobe Acrobat Reader DC; this file can be searched but cannot be modified:
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Start of List of Insolvent Debtors with Adobe Acrobat Reader
It looks a bit small here but is easier to read in a full-screen window.  
Most people will have used Acrobat Reader before, but if you are not familiar with it, note that you can magnify the document; just keep clicking on the  +  symbol in the middle of the top bar until the magnification is what you want, or click on the dropdown menu beside the percentage figure (showing 116% in this example) and select a magnification from the list.
Acrobat Reader normally starts with a large Task area to the right of the document window.  You can reduce this area by clicking on the arrowhead in the strip between the two windows; you can then eliminate it by clicking on the symbol  |→  at the bottom of the reduced Task area.
On the next page is a screenshot of the same data displayed in the other file, a fully modifiable Table for use in a spreadsheet program.
And here are the same records in the file TableWelshInsolventDebtors-2020v3.xlsx being displayed by LibreOffice Calc 6.3; this is a fully modifiable Excel Table to allow selecting and sorting:
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Hearing Place  Hearing Precis of Description
Date

18500201 22225 Carmarthen 18590201 Initial Vesting Order, no Nofice of Hearing found. Late of the Swan Inn, Carmarthen, CMN, Publican. In gaol of CfRID-vo
Carmarthen.

18601019 22436 London 18601101  Late of 35 Great Dover-St, Southwark, SRY, out of business, prev of 193 Pentonville-Road, Islington, MDX, out of CRID
business, & formerly of Cardiff, GLA, auctioneer,

18140101 16836 Camarvon 18140101 Formerly of Capel Cerrig, p.Llandegai, CAE, afterwards of Camarvon[p.Llanbeblig], CAE, shoemaker. Prisoner at ARID
Carnarvon Common gaol. “First notice”,

18320529 18940 John Brill  London 18320619 Formerly of 37 Fish Street Hill, London, out of business, then of Merthyr Tydfil, GLA, linen & woollen draper, then of St CfRID
John St, West Smithfield, MDX, linen draper... & late of Chatham, KEN... out of business,

18330320 19034 David Cardiff 18330420 Late of p. Merthyr Tydfil, GLA, victualler, collier & miner, CRID

18230201 17892 William Brecon 18230224 Late of town of Crickhowell. BRE, builder & carpenter. [Creditors’ Meeting in issue 17923 1823may17 p.814 & again next CfRID
issue, p.829 & again issue 17997 1824jan31 p.190 & for dividend in issue 18013 1824mar27 p.518 & issue 18179
18255ep27 p.1760]

18511107 21260 ABRAHAMS ~ Abraham  Pontypool 18511128 Of Abersychan, p.Trevethin, MON, Keeper of a Beer-house called the Prince of Wales. [& again in issue 21261 11t InsolCC
Nov, p.2959, court date changed to 25th]

18520608 21326 ACE William Lianeli 18520617 Of Thomas-st, Lianelly[Llanelli], CMN, Shoe Maker and Shopkeeper, Buyer of Shoes and Leather and Groceries, and  InsolCC
Seller of the same by retail.

18510509 21207 ACKLING Thomas  Swindon 18510523 Formerly of Highworth, WIL, Maltster, Corn Dealer and General Dealer, then of Frosserch Farm, InsolCC
p.Llangenneck[LIangennech], CMN, Farmer and General Dealer, then of Oxford-st, Swansea, GLA, General-shop
Keeper and Dealer, then of the Cambrian Brewery Inn, Publican and Cattle and General Dealer, at same time Publican
at Bishopstone, Gower, near Swansea, and late and now of Highworth, WIL, General-shop Keeper and Dealer.

18480500 20854 ACLAND Hugh Bangor 18480520 Presumably of Bennarth, near Conway[Conwy], CAE, Esq. Lewis JONES, an Insolvent, formerly of Castill-hill, Bangor, ~ InsolCC

Woodhouse CAE, Flour Dealer and Lodging Housekeeper, since of Bennarth, near Conway[Conwy], CAE, in Service with him.

18250308 18115 ADAM James Chester 18250330 Partner with John James ADAM, q.v. as ironmaster at Garthen, DEN. CRID-qv

18250308 18115 ADAM John James Chester 18250330  Late of city of Chester, CHS, of no trade, formerly of Garthen, DEN, & in partnership with John THOMPSON & James ~ CfRID
ADAM as ironmasters, & afterwards of Underley Park, WES, & of Wilson House, LAN, land agent,

18221102 17866 ADAMS Benjamin  London 18221130 Formerly of Burnham near Bridgewater, SOM. afterwards of Sully, GLA, and late of Burnham afs, farmer, CRID

18220813 17843 ADAMS Edward Northop 18220003 Late of Gwernafield. p. Mold, FLN, miner, CRID

18390319 19717 ADAMS Edward Mold 18390410  In partnership as a mine prop, at Carregywergn Mine, MGY with John FOULKES, q.v. of Mold, FLN. CRID-qv

18190116 17441 ADAMS Francis Haverfordwest 18190206 Late of Haverfordwest. PEM, currier & grocer. Prisoner at Haverfordwest CRID

18151010 ADAMS John Haverfordwest 18151010  Late of p.St Florence, PEM, Shopkeeper. Hearing at least 20 days after above publication date. Now in Haverfordwest CfRID
gaol. .
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Beginning of Table with LibreOffice Calc 6.3

Contents of Each Record
Each row constitutes a single record giving a person's name, place of abode, and occupation, plus the page in the Gazette where the Notice was published and details of the Court Hearing.

The Table has nine columns, as follows:

Columns A, B, C give the page reference

A:  "Issue Date"  Date of publication of this edition of the London Gazette in the format yyyymmdd

B:  "Issue"           Unique issue number of this edition of the London Gazette
C:  "Page"           Page on which the Notice appears  (Page numbers start at 1 each January)

Columns D, E, H describe the individual

D:  "Surname"    


The last name of the person (this usually corresponds with the surname)

E:  "Forename"   


The first name(s) of the person

H:  "Precis of Description"
Usually includes place of abode and occupation/profession







Where this person is not the Debtor, the name of the Debtor is given

Columns F, G give details of the Court Hearing

F:  "Hearing Place"  Town where the Court will sit

G:  "Hearing Date"   Date of the Court sitting in the format yyyymmdd (where no date of hearing is given in the Gazette, the issue date from column A is repeated here)
Column I identifies the type of Record containing the data.

I: “Record Type”     The different types of record are listed below

Record Types
There are four groups of records, explained in detail below.  The groups are:

AfRID      Early petitions from Debtors in gaol requiring three Notices, 1801-1814

CfRID      Petitions from Debtors in gaol (or rarely from a Creditor) to CfRID 1813-1861

InsolBC   Petitions from Debtors to Bankruptcy Courts to start the insolvency process 1842-7

InsolCC   Petitions from Debtors to County Courts to start the insolvency process 1847-1861
Here is more detail about each Record Type:
AfRID:  Acts for Relief of Insolvent Debtors.  Over 450 records 1801-1814

Notices of Hearing of Petition during the years before the setting up of the CfRID in 1813; many of these Prisoners had been in gaol for several years.
This Type also includes Notices 1813-1814 under the Act passed in 1813 (54 Geo III c.28), whose purpose was "to reduce the number of prisoners applying to the Court for Relief of Insolvent Debtors".  Some 128 Welsh Prisoners petitioned under this Act; during the same period only three petitioned the new CfRID. 
AfRID-qv:  Alternative names of Debtors.  Only a few records.

CfRID:  Court for Relief of Insolvent Debtors.  About 7,000 records 1813-1861

Notice of Hearing of Petition to Court for Relief - this is the commonest record type

(the "Relief" was of course release from gaol).  The information in the Table is not the complete record from the Gazette, but is selected for identification of the Debtor; the user should read the original Notice to get the full story.
CfRID-ivo:  About 120 records 1838-1861, only captured for Hearings in Wales

Similar situation to CfRID, but there was no Notice of Hearing.  The only Notice was of the Initial Vesting Order(IVO) which gave just a brief description of the Prisoner's last abode and occupation, not a full list.  
In one third of these cases the process of realising the prisoner's assets was stated to have been initiated by a petition from a Creditor; a further third were to be heard in Carmarthen, and it is highly likely that the Notices of Hearing for most of these have been omitted from the Gazette erroneously.  In the remaining cases it is unclear whether the IVO was on Creditor's petition or not. 
These records were not on the original fiche.

CfRID-cr:  About 600 records 1813-1815

Named Creditors during the short period when a list of Creditors had to be published with the Petition (it is valuable to the historian but turned out to be too unwieldy for publication, with some Debtors having to list over 50 Creditors plus abodes and occupations).

CfRID-qv:  About 1,000 records 1813-1861

Other people named on a Petition to the CfRID, such as relatives, landlords, business partners; also alternative names of Debtors.

InsolBC:  About 320 records 1842-1847
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