Bug 132393
[ below is a short sample /extract drawn from my full 40 page text.  The extract is known as appendix 6 .  it was selected because it explains the indexing problem starting with the “process” step ,while at the same time illustrating what happens when Libre fails and Word succeeds}
You can apply either index compiler to it (alpha tags already in place) to reproduce the samples I show, yourself
APPENDIX 6  Indexes/Indexing for Computer Notes
Computer Reference  materials are organized according to one  XE "Master Index" 

 XE "Master Index" 

 XE "Master Index" 

 XE "Master Index" Master Index. (Appendix 1) All the elements including files and file cabinets, diagrams, informal notes, archives, technical magazine articles, computer files, directories,  and these notes, are structured by the same master .  I
Computer Notes text is presented per the   XE "Master Index" Master Index, but is accessed by an  XE "alphabetical  index" alphabetical  index (item/page number listing) since various items recur (eg “ XE "Device Manager" Device Manager”) is in  multiple text locations and is covered in multiple text subjects (eg networks,stills, video et al)
Process
1 - Inputting  tags that implement the  XE "alphabetical index" 

 XE "alphabetical index" alphabetical indexing  is done differently  by the Word/Libre   text tools  once a target word is located and highlighted:
Word –  go to the References tab and mark.  Word uses ^F10 to  display the HIDDEN index fields
Libre –  go  to the  Insert tab (a hotkey is@I), and confirm insert text box contents  and in addition  if needed,  can alter  the text that has been reported in the text box .  Its index compiler also promises more flexibility of presentation. 
2  - Preparing, Compiling,  and Publishing  the list has several traps.  A bug in Libre disables reporting the  XE "page numbers" page numbers when a multiple column format is used.  One column listing is OK.                                                                                                 
The Word compiler, however, can be applied  to that Libre text  and will do the job if needed.  Just go to the reference tab and then the index menu line and choose from the selections including number of columns.  Options for styles are lacking.
Libre offers a flexible formatting menu bar   with entries [ see Entries, TAB,  XE "Page#" 

 XE "Page#" 

 XE "Page#" 

 XE "Page#" Page#] , columns [number of columns]  and   styles , the separator etc. Note: Their error on losing  XE "page numbers" 

 XE "page numbers" 

 XE "page numbers" 

 XE "page numbers" page numbers in the list even persists among the  these special options: if, under the entry choices with a two column choice, you elect to delete the tab option  (which is intended to spread out the option data uniformly the  XE "page) the numbers" page) the numbers appear, but with the the TAB activated, they drift off to the far east well off the page somewhere.  Examples:
ITEM1

Alphabetical Indexalphabetical  index
1
alphabetical index
2
Device Manager
1
Master Index
1
page numbers
2, 3
Page#
3
page) the numbers


above, the  text by Libre, index by MSFT Word.  Below index by Libre.   Insufficient entries to make two full columns in their system (separator not requested)

ITEM2

Alphabetical Index

alphabetical index
1

alphabetical index
2

Device Manager
1

Master Index
1

page numbers
2p.

page) the numbers
3

Page#
3

below is Libre’s choice of styles etc with the TAB removed, but formatted as 2columns

ITEM 3

Alphabetical Index

alphabetical index1

alphabetical index2

Device Manager1

Master Index1

page numbers2p.

page) the numbers3

Page#3

INSTRUCTIONS item 1

open the doc in Word. Move cursor to end. Goto home and select reference tab on bar then  select index insert toward the right.  Select 2 cols format

 item 2

open this doc in Libre.  Move cursor to end. Select insert from main menu bar. Under the drop down select table of contents/index, and click on first line.  From the screen that appears, select columns and enter 2 or the two column icon to its right.  Assure right justified box and allow manual edits boxes are checked

item 3

  doc in Libre.  Move the cursor to the end.  Select  insert. Under the drop down select table of contents/index, and click on first line.  From the screen that appears, select columns and enter 2 entries.   Select entries and on the screen Click on the tab icon and  delete it.

Item 4

ON THE OTHER HAND just go to Libre and follow the instructions to  build a two column alphabeticsal index with separator, and see it fail:

Alphabetical Index

alphabetical index
1

alphabetical index
2

Device Manager
1

Master Index
1

page numbers
2p.

page) the numbers
3

Page#
3

Item 1 was our target

