Fundamental differences in section protection

	
	native LOWriter
	native MSWord
	compatibility
	notes

	
	implicit section0
	explicit section0
	the first section in word was+ imported as implicit - potentially losing a protected or not-protected setting.
	explicit sections are necessary for two reasons:
· import: protected status
· export: non-protected status

	
	sections are pyramids. The base section is the document-wide implicit section0
	sequential sections
	easy to map the import/export of sequential sections into a pyramid.
	Some sections (particularly the implicit section0) will be duplicated as the remainder continues on after a stacked section has ended. 
??implicit remainders are the dreaded SwSectionFormat == -1?? 
Why not take the format from the defaults/section0 in that case?

	
	defaults to unprotected. Explicit sections can individually be set to protected. Implicit sections cannot be protected.
	defaults to protected - global kill switch needed to activate the protection.
	"Protect Forms" compatibility setting: everything is read-only except forms when enabled.*
In 6.3, this flag has no UI impact.
	The kill switch had almost the opposite effect in LO, which made emulating explictly non-protected sections impossible. Presently, this switch effectively does nothing. For proper compatibility, LO needs to replace "Protect Forms" with "Disable Form protection" which would serve to ignore the protect flag of any section. Alternatively, a grabbag could round-trip protected sections when !bProtectForms.

	protect implicit section0
	not possible - insert a section instead.
	normal setting
	Protect Forms historically* served as a "force read-only" on implicit/explicit sections.
	export: protected iff bProtectForms (but this should be turned off now).

	protected section1
	setting (since when???)
	normal setting (starting in 2007? Not really possible in 2003).
	
	

	protect implicit mid-sections (-1)
	not possible
	n/a
	
	export: same as implicit section0

	export without ProtectForms
	
	
	This can only happen if no section is protected - matches Word. 
	round-trips fine too.
Export note: 

	export with ProtectForms
	
	
	Sections export with section setting - matches Word import, but not LO runtime (which treated* them as RO). Implicit sections export as protected - matching LO (RO).
	ProtectForms is turned on if any section is protected.

	export after turning ProtectForms off
	
	
	Sections export with section setting - matching Word import and LO runtime (except for implicit section0).
Implicit sections export as unprotected - matching LO (RW).
	This should be changed so there is no difference...

	import without ProtectForms
	
	
	Everything is imported as unprotected. The protected status is lost.
	Since LO has no way to turn disable a protected section, it imports as unprotected. Needs a grabbag, or a kill switch.

	import with ProtectForms
	
	
	
	This was the big problem - everything was RO. Fixed*


One problem with forcing explicit sections is that section import/export has lots of problems. Hopefully many were fixed for LO6.2, but a lot of testing and corner cases need to be investigated.

+ In 6.2, section0 started importing as an explict section when ProtectForms was enabled.

* In LO 6.2.?, the "Protect Form" variable became meaningless within LO.  Before that, it acted as "everything is read-only except formfields.".

