CHORD SHAPES
In the following pages, you will find diagrams showing the fingering or “shapes” of the left hand required to produce the most important chords.

For each chord “shape”, three diagrams are given.

The first or “open” shape is to be played ONLY in the “NUT” position.  This is the lowest position, in which the nut is used to stop the “open” strings.

The second shape is for 4 string chords.

The third shape is for 6 string chords, which use the first finger 

in a “grand barre” to “bar” or to stop all six strings.  

Begin by playing the FIRST or open chord shape,

until you can play this clearly.

Then go on to the SECOND chord shape.

Note that the 5th and 6th strings are NOT to be played.

By keeping the fingers in the correct “shape”, you can move your left hand up the fingerboard, one fret at a time, and the chord is raised a semi-tone for each fret that you move upwards.  See the chord table.

Use the second chord shape until you are able to use

the grand barre for the THIRD [5 or 6 string] chord shape.

Do NOT play the sixth string if it is marked with an X
Note that the “Position” [P] is the fret in which the first finger stops all the strings in a grand barre.  For example, in “1P” the first finger lies across the first fret.  In “7P”, the first finger covers the seventh fret, and so on.

The chord table shows how the chords ascend [go up] in key as your hand moves up the fingerboard, one fret at a time.

Note:  Whenever a chord name has no qualifying description,

          it represents a MAJOR chord.    All other chords are qualified.

          For example :         A   =   A major

                                     Am  =  A minor

                                      A7  =  A seventh

                                      A+  =  A augmented

