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Message from Pastor Phil
Focusing on Jesus
The following came across my desk and I'm 
sharing it with you.

--------------
A women went to her Pastor and said “Pastor, 
I  won't  be  going to  your  church  anymore.” 
The Pastor responded “But why?” The lady 
said  “Ah!  I  saw  a  woman  gossiping  about 
another  member;  a  man that  is  a  hypocrite; 
the worship team living wrong; people look-
ing at  their  phone during service; among so 
many other things wrong in your church.” 
The Pastor replied “OK. But before you go, 
do me a favor: take a full glass of water and 
walk around the  church three times without 
spilling  a  drop  on  the  ground.  Afterwards, 
leave  the  church  if  you  desire.”  The  lady 
thought:  too  easy!  She  walked  three  times 
around  the  church  as  the  Pastor  had  asked. 

When she finished she told the Pastor she was 
ready to leave. 
The Pastor said, “Before you leave I want to 
ask you one more question. When you were 
walking around the church, did you see any-
one gossiping?” The lady replied “No.” “Did 
you see any hypocrites?" The lady said "No." 
"Anyone looking at their phone?” “No.” “You 
know why?” “No.” 
“You were focused on the glass, to make sure 
you didn't stumble and spill any water. It's the 
same with our life. When we keep our eyes on 
Jesus, we don't have time to see the mistakes 
of others. We will reach out a helping hand to 
them and concentrate on our own walk with 
the Lord."
All  too  often  people  go  to  church  and  are 
focusing on the people at church,  instead of 
keeping their focus on the Lord; but this too 
could be about life in general.  I'm guilty of 
this myself, worrying about not fitting in or 
what others may say or think about me; when 
all  the  while,  my  focus  should  remain  on 
Him. "Lord, fix my eyes upon You. Lead me 
not  to  fret  about  what  others  think  or  say 
about me, but to be reminded that I should be 
focused on living a life that is pleasing to You. 
Thank You, Lord. Amen."

--------------
"Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith” Hebrews 12:2
Your Brother In Christ
Pastor Phil
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Cameron School Preparation

SCHOOL SUCCESS STARTS WITH   
BEING PREPARED!  

Greetings!

Summer  program  is  in  full  swing,  it's 
wonderful  to  hear  the  sounds  of  the 
children's laughter throughout the building. 
While  we  have  them  here  now  enjoying 
summer,  it  will  soon  be  time  to  start 
thinking about back to school.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

As we always do, we will collect donations 
of school supplies for the kids in Cameron's 
Youth Program along with the families we 
serve  in  the  Lyell-Otis  neighborhood.  Our 
goal  is  to  have  a  backpack  full  of  the 
supplies that each student needs along with 
extra  supplies  for  the  teachers  at  School 
#54. School can be a tough time for some of 
our kids and we want to make sure that they 
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are  fully  equipped  to  succeed  during  the 
2017-2018 academic year.

A  donation  of  any  size  is  greatly 
appreciated!
The  cutoff  date  for  supplies  to  be 
delivered  to  Cameron  is  Friday, 
August 25th.

SUPPLY LIST

*3-ring binders *Crayons

*BACKPACKS *Erasers

*Dry Erase Markers *Highlighters

*Glue Sticks Index Cards

Hand Sanitizer Loose Leaf Paper 
(wide ruled)

*Masking Tape Pencil Cases

*Scissors Pencil Sharpeners

*Scotch Tape *Pens & Pencils

Tab Dividers Pocket Folders (solid 
colors)

Tissues (Full Size Boxes) Post Its

*Colored Markers (Washable) Rulers

*Colored Pencils Socks (All Sizes)
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From the Executive Director Alan Newton
This oft-quoted passage from William Shake-
speare's  Romeo  and  Juliet  may  lead  us  to 
believe that names are not that important. Of 
course, we know that is not true.  Names are 
markers. They identify not only who we are, 
but also whose we are, and who we want to 
be.
Various cultures have evolved different nam-
ing practices. For example, some Latin Amer-
ican  traditions  name the  first-born son after 
the  father's  father.  Whereas,  many  African 
Americans  in  the  United  States  had  names 
passed down through a slave-holding society 
until about 1960 when families started draw-
ing names from the African continent.
The Burmese will tell you that they are very 
thoughtful  in  selecting  names for  their  chil-
dren, as they believe that a person's name can 
have a great influence on the child's future.
So, when it comes to looking at a new name 
for our region, great care and thought is to be 
given.
I believe it is a good thing that the Delegates 
decided to give this  more time, thought and 
prayer.
Clearly, our name, which is tied to geography, 
no longer  fits  a region that  spans  the entire 
country.  Like the Burmese, the selection of a 

new region name may greatly  influence our 
region’s future life.
Not only should we attend to the name but the 
acronym as well, as in most cases, a name is 
reduced to an acronym more times than not.
The name suggested by the Executive Board 
was  the  “RGR  Network  of  Transforming 
American Baptists.” Yes, this is a long name. 
(Yet,  it  is  three  words  less  than our  current 
name.)  Furthermore,  the  acronym would  be 
RGRNOTAB. Perhaps not the best acronym.
The approved motion to suspend has given us 
time  to  ponder  a  while  longer  and  perhaps 
allow the creative juices to flow more fully. 
But the motion prevented us from getting any 
feedback from our churches.   Therefore,  we 
have created a survey, which you can access 
through this link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XN2WSHP
You  are  encouraged  to  share  this  survey 
widely throughout your church.
Thank you,
Rev. Alan Newton
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Western New York Mini 
Peace Camp

Greece Baptist Church
1230 Long Pond Road, Rochester

Sept. 8 – 9

Speakers - Dr. Marvin McMickle and 
LeDayne McLeese Polaski

Music  and  workshops  dealing  with  race, 
aging, special needs and being a peacemaker. 
Age-appropriate activities for children too!

Contact: 585-225-6160
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The Carillon 
First Baptist Church of Penfield 
1862 Penfield Road 
Penfield, NY 14526 

We have 3 methods of receiving the monthly newsletter. 
Method 1—Open the link on our web page at www.fbpenfield.org 
Method 2—Pick up your personal copy at Sunday Worship 
Method 3—Receive a printed copy via US Postal Mail 
Please help us to obtain a cost savings!  Open the link or pick up! 
If you wish to change your method, please e-mail us at 
fbpenfield.@toast.net or call the Church Office at (585) 586-2876. 

OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT 
We welcome to our worship all who desire 

to know God through Jesus Christ. 
We encourage each other to develop a 

relationship with God and to live as Christ 
taught us. 

We covenant together to seek out and 
minister to those in spiritual, emotional or 

physical need. 

Our Church Staff 
Philip B. Davis Sr. ~ Pastor 

Alex Gilson ~ Organist, Music Director 
Tara Lagrow ~ Administrative Assistant 

Laura Swail ~ Nursery Care 
Meho & Hava Kapidzic ~ Church Custodians 

Contact Information 
(585) 586-2876 

E-mail ~ fbpenfield@toast.net 
Website ~ www.fbpenfield.org 

Find us on Facebook 

Church Office Hours 
Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 12:00pm 


