
his life. Pakistan could have been pres-
surised to send him to India or abroad
for life-saving treatment, but Sarabjit
belonged to a country which Pakistan
had already taken for granted. When it
was most required, India didn’t have 
a leader who could stand up to Islama-
bad. Just a day earlier, on April 30, 
the Congress waited with bated breath
for the Supreme Court verdict on 
the Government-tampered CBI affidavit 
on the coal scam. The party, usually
keen to defend the Prime Minister, had
gone into a shell. At its daily briefing, all
they would say is: “The matter is sub ju-
dice.” Eventually the court’s decision to
defer the substantive part of its hear-
ing—it asked the CBI to file another affi-
davit explaining who all had changed

what in its report—to May 6 won the
Congress some time.

A kilometre from the Congress
headquarters, in Parliament, the Oppo-
sition successfully stalled the conduct of
all business with the singular exception
of the Finance Bill. The BJP seized even
that limited opportunity to attack the
Government. Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Sushma Swaraj called
UPA 2 the most corrupt Government
since Independence. The Opposition’s
insistence on the resignations of Law
Minister and Prime Minister on the
Coalgate cover-up as a pre-condition to
allowing Parliamentary business will
cost the Congress. Crucial Bills like the
Right to Food and Land Acquisition may
be postponed to the Monsoon Session in

July-August. The Opposition has other
sticks to beat Manmohan Singh with.
His weak responses to Chinese incur-
sions in Ladakh have made him a figure
of mockery. The elaborate cover-up
being orchestrated by P.C. Chacko, Con-
gress Chairman of the JPC, in the 2G
scam has become another embarrass-
ment for the Prime Minister. For the first
time in nine years, Singh is all liability
and no asset for the ruling alliance.

Singh’s latest set of troubles began
on March 5, when Union Law Minister
Ashwani Kumar telephoned Attorney
General Goolam E. Vahanvati to en-
quire about CBI’s imminent status report
on its investigations into the coal scam
affidavit to the Supreme Court. Kumar
wanted a sense of how much blame

would be placed on the Prime Minister,
who was also the coal minister when
the controversial coal blocks were doled
out in 2008 and 2009. Vahanvati sug-
gested that a meeting be called where
Additional Solicitor General Harin P.
Raval, CBI’s counsel, be summoned. Ra-
val, in turn, would summon CBI’s inves-
tigating officer. Vahanvati also advised
Kumar to call a joint secretary each
from the coal ministry and the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) to join the meet-
ing the following day on March 6. CBI

Director Ranjit Sinha was also called.
The meeting was top secret. On

March 12, Raval categorically told the
Supreme Court that there was no polit-
ical interference in the CBI report. He
lied. The Government’s best-laid plans

were punctured by the insistence of
Justice R.M. Lodha, the senior judge on
the three judge bench monitoring the
Coal scam, that the CBI submit an affi-
davit and not a status report. It wanted
a clear statement on whether the polit-
ical executive and interfered with the CBI

report. The CBI director, who had until
then cooperated with the Law Minister
and other officials by sharing the con-
tents of the investigation, turned hostile.
He insisted that he would not lie in a
sworn affidavit. He would have to dis-
close to the Supreme Court that the re-
port was shared with the Law Minister
and other officials. According to so-
urces, the CBI director did not want to
risk being charged for perjury by lying
in a sworn affidavit. 

On April 15, a leading newspaper
reported that the CBIwas going to tell the
Supreme Court that its report had been
vetted by Government officials.
Vahanvati’s name was curiously miss-
ing from the news report which named
everyone else who attended the March
6 meeting. The Government’s cover-up
had been publicly exposed.

On April 30, the fateful day on which
the Supreme Court censured the
Government for “breach of trust”,
Vahanvati continued to insist he had not
seen the report. Now, two of the
Government’s most senior law officers
had been untruthful to the Supreme
Court; all they wanted was to protect
Manmohan Singh from the still unrav-
eling Coalgate scam. Vahanvati had in
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MAY

“It’ll be my
endeavour to do
my best and come
up to the expecta-
tions and trust of
the people.”

Manmohan, the 
architect of India’s
liberalisation, is
sworn in as Prime
Minister after being
nominated by
Sonia.

DECEMBER

“There is no proof.
Just tables and
names of Congress
and Mr Singh.
Anyone can write
any name.”

Foreign Minister
Natwar Singh
named by the UN
Volcker Committee
for getting illegal
payoffs in an Iraqi
oil-for-food scam

JULY

“We cannot 
wish away the fact
that Pakistan is
our neighbour.We
should be good
neighbours.”

Singh blunders in
joint statement
with Yousuf
Geelani, mention-
ing alleged Indian
hand in unrest in
Balochistan.

OCTOBER

“Those found
guilty should 
face severe 
and exemplary
punishment.”

Scam found in
2010 CWG prepa-
rations with em-
bezzlement of up
to Rs 8,000 crore
being investigated
by the CVC.

AUGUST

“I sometimes feel
like a high school 
student—going
from one test 
to another.”

CAG report on 2G
spectrum says
Telecom Minister
A. Raja signed and
approved majority
of the question-
able allocations.

JULY

“To err is human
but to accuse me
of conniving in
corruption is 
a charge I firmly
repudiate.”

Government 
arrests Anna
Hazare, who sits
on an 11-day fast
that becomes a
national anti-
corruption event.

AUGUST

“It has been my
general practice
not to respond to
motivated criti-
cism  directed
personally at me.”

CAG report on
coal block alloca-
tions finds grave
irregularities in
the period when
Manmohan held
the coal portfolio.

DECEMBER

“I feel deeply sad
at the turn of
events leading to
clashes between 
protesters and 
police forces.”

Protesters take to
the streets after
the gang rape in
Delhi of a 23-year-
old woman, who 
succumbs to 
her injuries.

FEBRUARY

“This is an investi-
gation carried out
overseas which is
a slur on India.”

Government offi-
cials are accused
of accepting
bribes for a con-
tract for supply-
ing 12 helicopters
to India.

APRIL

“It is a localised
problem.
I think talks are 
going on.”

Chinese forces
encroach 19
km into Indian
territory in the
Daulat Beg Oldie
area in Ladakh,
J&K.

APRIL

“We are studying
the Supreme
Court observation
and we will take 
appropriate 
action.”

Officials reveal
that changes were
made at the
Government’s di-
rections in a CBI

report on its coal
scam probe.

MAY

“It’s particularly
regrettable that the
government of
Pakistan does not
heed pleas of the 
government of India.”

Three months
after the behead-
ing of two Indian
soldiers, Sarabjit
Singh is attacked
and killed in a
Lahore jail.
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HOWTHE PRIME MINISTER’S STOCK HAS FALLEN
SINCE HE ASSUMED OFFICE NINE YEARS AGO
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Impact Foreign
Minister Natwar
Singh sacked.

Impact Lets Pakistan
off the hook for
26/11 attacks.

Impact CBI- 
appointed JPC probe
in progress.

Impact ED, CBI and
CVC are probing on
directions of
Supreme Court.

Impact Promises 
Lokpal but doesn’t 
clear Bill in Parliament.

Impact CBI ordered
to investigate.

Impact New 
anti-rape bill passed.

Impact CBI probe
ordered a year after
Italian police began
inquiry.

Impact Three local
border talks with
Chinese army fail.

Impact Government
denies wrongdoing.

Impact Faces 
public backlash.
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