
NEW WEMBLEY
OLD MAGIC

“WEMBLEY 
IS THE CHURCH
OF FOOTBALL.”

Pele
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The home of English football since 1923, Wembley Stadium is truly

The Venue of Legends, staging many of the greatest moments in sport

and music history. The new Wembley Stadium offers 90,000 fans

unrivalled views of the action in state-of-the-art facilities; generating

an unbeatable atmosphere and hosting world class events including:

The design is versatile as well as magnificent. The stadium can be

easily configured to stage major music and entertainment events. 

Wembley will be open all year round attracting hundreds of thousands

of visitors. And the spectacular yet flexible event and banqueting

facilities will be among the finest in London.

The FA Cup Final

Both FA Cup Semi-Finals

All England home games 

The FA Community Shield

The Football League Cup Final

The Football League Play-Off Finals

The Rugby Football League Challenge Cup Final

The world’s biggest rock and music concerts

And many more world class events

THE GREATEST 
STADIUM IN 
THE WORLD

Atmosphere Wembley has been acoustically modelled to capture

the sound of the fans and recreate the legendary

Wembley roar.

Comfort Every seat at the new Wembley is wider and offers more

legroom than in the old Royal Box of the old stadium. 

There’s a more comfortable journey to your seat

too. Light spacious concourses, some as wide as

motorways, circulate right around the stadium. 

26 lifts and 30 escalators ensure easy access

throughout the building.

Unique design The familiar Wembley presentation route has been

recreated at the new stadium. Players will again

climb the stairs into the crowd and collect their

trophies from the Royal Box. In the new stadium

there will be 107 steps - a few more steps than the

old stadium’s 39 steps.

Facilities With three times the floor space of Cardiff’s

Millennium Stadium, Wembley can cater for the

needs of every fan. The new stadium has:

Three interior concourses, each 1 kilometre 

in circumference

Two giant screens each the size of 600 domestic 

television sets

A public gallery overlooking Olympic Way 

Over 2,500 toilets – more than any other 

stadium in the world 

Increased capacity at local tube and rail stations

THE UNIQUE 
WEMBLEY 

EXPERIENCE

“IT’S GREAT, IT’S A FANTASTIC STADIUM. WE
ALL KNEW IT WOULD BE A VERY IMPRESSIVE
PLACE AND WE HAVEN’T BEEN DISAPPOINTED.” 

Michael Owen
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“LIVE AID WOULD NOT HAVE HAD THE
AUTHORITY IF IT WAS NOT AT WEMBLEY. 
IT CONTAINS ALL THE DRAMA OF DECADES
OF EMOTION…WEMBLEY WILL COME AGAIN.” 

Sir Bob Geldof

688 food and drink service points

Four of the largest restaurants in London -

including the capital’s largest banqueting hall

with capacity for 2,000 guests

Space to cater for 10,500 seated covers per event 

Approximately 3,500 catering staff working on

major event days

98 kitchens, the biggest one being one-third the

size of the Wembley pitch 

Spaces for 310 wheelchair users and 310 companions

Wheelchair access to all levels of the stadium

150 toilets designed for disabled access 

Headsets providing match commentary for those

with visual or auditory impairments

Catering Food and drink at Wembley will compare with the

best venues in the world and provide a refreshing

contrast to the old stadium, with quicker access to a

diverse range of higher quality options. Just a few

examples to give a sense of scale: 

Access for
disabled fans

Wembley Stadium has been designed with the needs

of all fans in mind. Features include:

The new Wembley Stadium is providing a major boost to the UK and

local economies, creating some £229 million of total visitor expenditure

each year, either at the stadium or in shops, bars, hotels and leisure

facilities around the site and elsewhere in London. The Exchequer will

receive £40 million each year from stadium-related activity.

An estimated 7,500 permanent jobs are being created by economic

activity directly related to the stadium. In addition to approximately

2,000 jobs generated during the construction period, the new

Wembley Stadium will employ over 6,000 people on a major event

day. Companies across the country have provided a range of services

and products, from steel and concrete to the new Wembley pitch.

Wembley Stadium has helped to stimulate the regeneration of its

surrounding area. Brent Council and private developer Quintain

Estates and Developments PLC have both unveiled exciting plans that

will deliver thousands of jobs and homes with massively improved

local facilities. 

A major new charitable trust, created by the new stadium, will receive

one per cent of the stadium's annual turnover and use it to promote

participation in sport and recreation at national and local levels. 

“IT WILL BE THE BEST 
STADIUM IN THE WORLD.”
Franz Beckenbauer

ECONOMIC
BENEFITS
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“EVERY YOUNG CHILD WANTS TO PLAY 
AT WEMBLEY... FOR ME, IT'S THE 
ULTIMATE STADIUM.”

David Beckham

� The most visibly striking feature of the new stadium, the

Wembley Arch, is 133 metres high and sits at an angle

of 68 degrees from horizontal. More than four times

taller than Wembley Stadium’s original Twin Towers. 

The London Eye could roll underneath the Arch.

� Spanning 315 metres, the length of three football

pitches, the Arch is the longest single span roof

structure in the world.

� The steel of the Arch weighs 1,750 tonnes, as much

as 275 double-decker buses.

� Seven metres in diameter, the Arch is wide enough for

a Channel Tunnel train to run through.

� Lifting jacks used 12,000 tonnes of pulling force to

raise the Arch into position – the equivalent pulling

strength of a fleet of 6,000 four-wheel drive vehicles.

� The Arch supports the entire weight of the north roof

and 60 per cent of the weight of the southern side,

ensuring that fans have views unobstructed by pillars.

� When lit, the Arch is visible on the London 

skyline from as far away as Windsor Castle and

Canary Wharf.

� The 7,000 tonne roof is partly retractable so that the

famous Wembley turf can be exposed to direct

sunlight and ventilation.

� The roof will be left open between events, but can

be moved to line up with the touchline, ensuring

that every spectator can be sheltered during events.

� Wembley's architects employed astronomers to

calculate the sun's position on May afternoons. 

At 3pm on Cup Final day only the two southern

corner flags are in shadow.

� The pitch is made up of an underlying web of

heating and drainage pipes plus 22,161 tonnes of

stone, gravel, sand and soil. The grasses used for

the turf have been selected from 250 different

varieties with each square metre of turf containing

150,000 to 200,000 leaf blades.

� It is possible for approximately 50,000 gallons of

water to drain through the pitch in one hour. 

� The architects of the new Wembley are the World

Stadium Team: a joint venture between Foster and

Partners and HOK Sport. These internationally

renowned designers have ensured that the state-of-

the-art facilities are matched by a design that

creates the ultimate stage for major events with an

electric atmosphere.

� Wembley is approximately twice the size of the

Stade de France and three times bigger than

Cardiff’s Millennium Stadium.

� Seats are closer to the pitch than in the original

stadium, with fans sitting in a single bowl around

the pitch enjoying unobstructed views of the action.

� The orientation of the Stadium remains the

same, with the pitch still east-west and the main

external façade continuing to point northwards

down Olympic Way.

THE
ICONIC 
ARCH

THE SLIDING ROOF AND
THE PERFECT PITCH

WORLD
BEATING 
DESIGN

“TO WALK OUT WITH A TEAM AT
WEMBLEY IS EVERY MANAGER'S DREAM,
AND TO WALK OUT WITH THE ENGLAND

TEAM IS SOMETHING I'VE
ALWAYS DREAMT OF.” 

Steve McClaren
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Atmosphere Wembley has been acoustically modelled to capture

the sound of the fans and recreate the legendary

Wembley roar.

Comfort Every seat at the new Wembley is wider and offers more

legroom than in the old Royal Box of the old stadium. 

There’s a more comfortable journey to your seat

too. Light spacious concourses, some as wide as

motorways, circulate right around the stadium. 

26 lifts and 30 escalators ensure easy access

throughout the building.

Unique design The familiar Wembley presentation route has been

recreated at the new stadium. Players will again

climb the stairs into the crowd and collect their

trophies from the Royal Box. In the new stadium

there will be 107 steps - a few more steps than the

old stadium’s 39 steps.

Facilities With three times the floor space of Cardiff’s

Millennium Stadium, Wembley can cater for the

needs of every fan. The new stadium has:

Three interior concourses, each 1 kilometre 

in circumference

Two giant screens each the size of 600 domestic 

television sets

A public gallery overlooking Olympic Way 

Over 2,500 toilets – more than any other 

stadium in the world 

Increased capacity at local tube and rail stations

Wembley National Stadium Limited (WNSL) is a company established 

by The Football Association (The FA), Sport England and other bodies 

to supervise the development, construction and running of Wembley

Stadium. Uniquely for a stadium of its scale, Wembley Stadium will be a

self-financing project. The majority of the funding for Wembley Stadium

has been raised privately, through a syndicate led by WNSL’s main 

banking partner, West LB. But the project has also been made possible by

payments from The FA, Sport England, the London Development Agency

(LDA) and the Department of Culture Media and Sport (DCMS).

The total cost of the project is £757 million, with the funding sources 

as follows:

Bank loans £433 million

The FA contribution £148 million

Pre-closure profits from the old stadium £15 million

Sport England contribution £120 million

LDA contribution £21 million

DCMS contribution £20 million

The cost of the project breaks down as follows:

Purchase of land, stamp duty and fees £106 million

Basic building costs £352 million

Fit out, demolition, design and insurance £93 million

Finance and interest during construction £82 million

Management, pre-opening and other costs £83 million

Local infrastructure £21 million

Contingency £20 million

THE BOTTOM LINE
There are 90,000 seats at the new Wembley. Every single one close to the

action and with more legroom than the seats at the old stadium. General

admission seats will be sold to the public in the usual ways through 

the event promoter. Event information will be available online at

www.wembleystadium.com

THE FANS’ WEMBLEY
Multiplex Constructions UK is responsible for overseeing the design 

and construction of the new Wembley Stadium, which began on 

30th September 2002.

CONSTRUCTION

Wembley National Stadium Limited has worked closely with key

organisations to co-ordinate the development of improved transport

services for the area. These include Brent Council, Transport for London,

the Metropolitan Police and the London Development Agency, together

with main train, tube and coach operators. 

Roads, rail, bus and pedestrian routes have been rejuvenated to ensure that

the Wembley area’s infrastructure can cope with the influx of fans on major

event days. The three main stations for the stadium, Wembley Park,

Wembley Central and Wembley Stadium station have all been improved

to accommodate greater numbers of passengers in a safe and inviting

environment. The capacity of Wembley Park station has been expanded by

70% to accommodate 37,500 passengers per hour. On major event days

approximately 100 trains an hour will go through the three stations serving

the stadium.

TRANSPORT 

17,000 seats in the new Wembley Stadium are dedicated to Club

Wembley. This is the new way to buy seats and the only way to guarantee

a place at the stadium’s greatest events. Purchase options include: 

The central tier of the stadium is dedicated to Club Wembley and 

offers members a range of special benefits, including access to world class

facilities and four of the biggest restaurants in London. 

For further information please call 0845 676 2006 or visit

www.wembleystadium.com/clubwembley

CLUB WEMBLEY

Corporate boxes 

Club Wembley ten-year seat licences

“THE STADIUM WILL BRING MASSIVE 
BENEFITS TO LOCAL PEOPLE. THOUSANDS 
OF NEW JOBS WILL BE CREATED.”
Ken Livingstone

THE UNIQUE 
WEMBLEY 

EXPERIENCE

“I CAN'T WAIT FOR THE NEW WEMBLEY
STADIUM TO OPEN AND I'M SURE IT 
WILL INSPIRE THE PLAYERS ON TO GREAT
THINGS AS MUCH AS I'M CERTAIN IT 
WILL INSPIRE THE SUPPORTERS. 
THE FIRST ENGLAND GAME THERE IS 
GOING TO BE ONE NOT TO MISS”
Peter John-Baptiste, England Fan

“IT’S GREAT, IT’S A FANTASTIC STADIUM. WE
ALL KNEW IT WOULD BE A VERY IMPRESSIVE
PLACE AND WE HAVEN’T BEEN DISAPPOINTED.” 

Michael Owen
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HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
Visit 

www.wembleystadium.com
where you’ll be able to enjoy a virtual tour of the new stadium, view up to 

date construction photography and find additional press information.

Members of the media who would like more information and/or

access to any of the high-resolution images included in this publication,

should call the Press Office on 020 8795 9696 or email

press@wembleystadium.com
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