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The vocabulary of formatting objects
supported by XSL - the set of fo:
element types - represents the set of
typographic abstractions available to the
designer. Semantically, each formatting
object represents a specification for a part of
the pagination, layout, and styling information
that will be applied to the content of that
formatting object as a result of formatting
the whole result tree. Each formatting
object class represents a particular kind
of formatting behavior. For example, the
block formatting object class represents the
breaking of the content of a paragraph
into lines. Other parts of the specification
may come from other formatting objects;
for example, the formatting of a paragraph
(block formatting object) depends on both

the specification of properties on the block
formatting object and the specification of the
layout structure into which the block is placed
by the formatter. break-before="page"
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The properties associated with an instance
of a formatting object control the formatting
of that object. Some of the properties, for
example "color", directly specify the formatted
result. Other properties, for example 'space-
before', only constrain the set of possible
formatted results without specifying any
particular formatted result. The formatter
may make choices among other possible
considerations such as esthetics. break-
before="even-page"




